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Bases Loaded

Welcome from the League Head

he 2026 outdoor

season is finally

here! On behalf of
the Manchester Softball
League Exec, we wish you
all a fantastic summer of
softball.

Let me offer first a huge
thank you to all captains
forrecruiting and organ-
ising teams — you're what
makes the league what it
is.

It's been a busy winter
(evenif it felt like a long
one!). We supported
Tuesday Rookie Sessions
in Sale led by Linnie

Mitchell (Mayhem), junior
sessions for ages 8-18 or-
ganised by Mat Tanner
(Slugga-babes)and run by
Jamie Acton(Thunder V),
and Sunday Indoor Games
in Fallowfield led by Leo
Pearn and Fliss Fagan
(Camels II).

Thanks to our Umpire-in-
Chief Simon Sharp
(Tigers/Camels)for or-
ganising a BASU course to
bring new umpires into
the game.

Andrew Bogie (Thunder Il)

and Harry Somers

(Bandidos) have worked
hard sorting

« WSG — most

things arein

place, but

please allow ex-

tra time getting

| to the fields as

. there

may still be

some disrup-

, tion(see page

- Mike Goff(Mavs
1) has jumped
into the Tour-
naments Officer

role with plans for five
Manchester tournaments
this summer: Firstball,
Main, and three North
West Series one-day
events(see page 3 for
dates).

Dan Strayer (Screwballs)
has been putting in seri-
ous time digitising game-
night forms to make
things easier for every-
one.

Shoutout to our Treasurer
Phil Kirby (Thunder 1) for
keeping us on track finan-

(Continued on page 3)
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Welcome from the League Head
(Continued from page 2)

cially —if you've got any
questions, feel free to
reach out to him or any of
the Exec.

We strongly encourage
you to reach out if you're
unsure about any Safe-
guarding and Wel

fare guidance. Our officer
Steve Kellet (Mavs Il)is
always happy to help
make sure you and your
players have a safe sea-
son.

A big welcome to lzzie
Keeley (Camels), who has
joined as Recruitment
Officer. She's bringing
some great ideas to grow
the league and will need
everyone's support.

Don't miss the End-of-
Season Awards party

scheduled for Saturday
3rd October at the Lowry,
organised by Jai Bhagdev
(Titans).

Thanks are also due to
Bryony James (Thunder
1), Abbie Overington
(Hackers), and Gina Amos
(Barflies) for supporting
the Exec. If you'd like to
getinvolved, just reach
out!

And finally, thanks as well
to those who stepped
down over winter: Chloe
Patient (Stingers), N-J
Dyson (Dodgers), and
Georgina Pugh (Slugga-
babes).

Have a great 2026 sea-
son.

Luis Arrevillagas
(Thunder, League Head)

Page 3

Monday 27th
Jacqueline Ng(Mavericks)
Tuesday 28th

Ben Acton(Liver Birds),
Artem Rastrepaev
(Screwballs)

Friday 1st

Mathew Green (Mayhem)
Saturday 2nd

Sunday 3rd
Jessica Waugh (Toras)

—

Tuesday 28th

Division 3

Barflies 1W @ Tiggers 19W 3 FF
Fireballs 2L @ Raiders 1F 7 DB

Liver Birds @ Sluggababes 1W 2 PF
Toras 1L @ Bandidos 15L 6 SS

Wednesday 29th

Division 1

Mavericks 1L @ Thunder [l 6L AMD
Meerkats 4W @ Mayhem 2L F AG
Thunder 2W @ Titans 3LH AH

Trv Dodgers 3W @ Camels 2L E PF
Division 2

Mavericks Il 1T @ Stingers 2w G CF
Screwballs 2w @ Hackers 2w D IC

Thunder lll 1\ W @ Camels |1 1T B CW
Tigers 1W @ Speeders 1L C SH

May 5th—mid-August:
rookie training, Parrs
Wood pitch 1

May 16th Northwest Se-
ries round 1, Parrs Wood

June 6th Alex Hall charity
tournament, Parrs Wood

June 20th Northwest Se-
ries round 2, Parrs Wood

July 25th Northwest Se-
ries round 3, Parrs Wood

August 1st-2nd: Man-
chester Main tourna-
ment, WSG

August 11th/12th 7pm:
Transfer deadline

August 25th/26th: sea-
son ends

October 3rd: End-of-
season awards party, The
Lowry Theatre Compass
Room
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Division 4 suspended—The league is shrinking

We welcome one new
team to the league, the
Liver Birds, who, as their
name suggests, come to
us from the now sadly de-
funct Liverpool Softball
League. The birds in their
splendid blue, black and
silver uniforms are already
familiar to many of usas a
reqgular tournament team:
we wish them success in
their new surroundings.

That good news was off-
set by the loss of three
Tuesday teams, as anoth-
er Merseyside team, the
Seaqulls, have folded,
along with Thunder IV and
the recently formed
Didsbury Base Invaders.

Thunder IV began life in
2017 as the Meteors, join-
ing club Thunder and
adopting the T4 name in
2019. They participated in
the mini-league in COVID-
hit 2020, and featured in
2021 before merging with
the Colt 45s (est. 2014) in
2022.

Seagqulls, originally South-
port Seaqulls, were al-
ready playing in Liverpool
when they joined MSL in
2021, winning Division 4 in
their maiden season. Alt-
hough they finished 4th in
Division 3 the following
year, in 2023 Divisions 3
and 4 merged for an initial

round-robin, and they nar-
rowly missed the cut,
dropping back into Divi-
sion 4 and finishing bth.

Didsbury Base Invaders
were formed from the
rookie sessions in mid-
season 2024. Last year
they propped up the
league with a 1-15 record,
but at least they managed
awin before a shortage of
players forced them to call
time on their MSL adven-
ture.

Division 4: With three
teams folding, and despite
the new addition, there
remain just nine teams in
total playing on Tuesdays
at Parrs Wood. The nine
will play two round-robins,
the same as both Wednes-
day divisions. The idea of
splitting after the first ro-
tation into two divisions is
unfortunately not practi-
cal, giving the number of

weeks available.

The format allows for a
new team to join in week
10, as has happenedin
previous seasons. If we
are able to attract suffi-
cient new teams, Divi-
sion 4 will be reinstated
in the future, its compo-
sition determined by final
placings in Division 3 the
previous season.

Fewest teams since
2010

Unfortunately, as the
graph below shows, our
numbers have been de-
creasing, notably since
the 2020 COVID pan-
demic. Numbers had
been rising steadily, with
33 teams at our height,
in 2015-16-17, but the
current 27 teams is the
lowest total for 16 years.

35

30

25

5% A f\///
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10 / \J
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Last season’s awards

For those who missed the
End-of-Season ball, here
is alist of award winners:
Home runs

Division 1TSBH Maddy
Gresty (Camels) equalled
record for HRs by a SBH
Division 1BBH Dan
Downes (Dodgy Sharks)
new record for HRs in top Divi-
Sion

Division 2 SBH Izzy Ren-
dell(Titans)

Division 2 BBH Ross
Maskell (Screwballs)
Division 3 SBH Nikki Brad-
shaw (Stingers)

Division 3 BBH Nic Sims
(Stingers)

Division 4 SBH Annie
Downes (Sluggababes)
Division 4 BBH Chris
Mannion (Thunder V)

MVPs

Division 1SBH Anissa Agh-
tarafi(Tigers) & Maddy
Gresty (Camels)

Division 1BBH Dan
Downes(Dodgy Sharks) &
Matthew Green (Mayhem)
Division 2 SBH Qlivia
Thompson-Westmacott
(Screwballs)

Division 2 BBH David Mar-
tin Baez(Mavericks Il)
Division 3 SBH Kerry
Brown (Raiders)

Division 3 BBH Chris Rad-
ford (Barflies) & Chris
Newhall (Fireballs)
Division 4 SBH Rachel
Thorpe(Toras)
Division 4 BBH Chris
Mannion (Thunder V)
Young players of the
year

Carmen Arrevillagas
(Hackers), Ben Acton
(Thunder IV) (pictured,
with permission)

Rookie of the year
Sebastian Parker(Toras)

Lifetime achievement
Paul Fagan




Page 6

Bases Loaded

Jonty Roberts 1966-2025

It was with great sadness that
we learned, last November, of
the sudden and unexpected
passing of Jonty Roberts.

Jonty was one of the founding
fathers of MSL, captaining the
Rusholme Funsters in the
league’s formative years. See “A
Hedge in Platt Fields”, Bases
Loaded 27.10 (29-30 June 2021,
available online at https://
manchester-softball. co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/
27.10.pdf). Jonty went on to play
for Whalley Rangers, Rene-
gades, Panthers, Speeders and
Piranhas before retiring in 2003.

Lawrence Matheson
writes: My lifelong friend
Jonty Roberts and [ first
met as five-year-olds at
Cubs. For most of his
youth, Jonty never really
had the chance to enjoy
competitive sport—at
least, not until he found
softball.

Growing up in suburban
Birmingham, Jonty was
one of those teenagers
constantly overlooked for
the school football, bas-
ketball, rugby, or cricket
teams. In our generation,
if you didn't make the cut,
you were essentially dis-
carded. If you weren't one
of the "chosen few”, PE
lessons were a trial to be

endured rather than en-
joyed.

Because of this, | never
saw a sporting side to
Jonty during our teens. |
assumed he had no inter-
estinit. | knew every oth-
er side of him—his love of
socialising, his passion for
music, and his legendary
house parties. He had a
gift for bringing people
together.

His relationship with sport
only changed when we
were in our mid-20s.
Fresh out of university and
living in Rusholme, Jonty
announced one day that
he wanted to play softball.
“What's softball?” | asked.

He probably gave the
standard explanation—
something about round-
ers and baseball—but the
technicalities didn"t mat-
ter. He'd heard of a group
in Alexandra Park and was
determined to giveita

go.

Within weeks, Jonty was-
n't just playing; he and a
few others were already
talking about forming a
league.

He started a team called
the Rusholme Funsters. |
was looking forward to
playing in the side, but
Jonty pushed me further:
“Loz, there aren’t enough
teams. We need more
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competition. Could you
start a team as well?”

As well as his team, |
started the Akihero
Greensox, and alongside
the Foghorns, Mavericks,
and Whalley Rangers, a
league was born from
nothing.

We were short on gloves,
short on bats, and often
short on players, but
Jonty had a vision. Look-
ing at a handful of enthu-
siastsin the early 90s, he
told me: “In years to
come, this league is going
to grow and grow.” He was
right.

For the next decade,
Jonty was at the heart of
the Manchester Softball
League. He played, sup-
ported, and umpired,
travelling to tournaments
in Edinburgh, Dublin, and
Cork.

On these trips his off-field
activities were often as
energetic as those on-
field. He was the only man
| knew who would fireup a
camping gas cooker at
the side of the pitch to
hand out fried-egg sand-
wiches while the game
was still in progress.

On other trips, having
made no plans for where

Page 7

Some of Jonty's former team-mates. Standing, left to right: Rob Goater, Tere-
sa Romagnulo, Jerry Seabridge, Leigh Prescot, Mike Daw, Steve Kellett, Karen
Andrews; Sitting: Suzanne Donovan, Lawrence Matheson, Fleur Anthony

to stay and bringing no
tent, he would simply
sleep inthe carasifit
were the most natural op-
tion in the world.

He stepped away from the
diamond in 2003 to focus
on his family with his wife,
Karin. Following the birth
of their twins, Bethan and
Nina, and later their son,
Matthew,

Jonty channelled that
same energy into his chil-
dren’s lives. He was deter-
mined they would never
be the “overlooked” kids
he once was.

He became their greatest
supporter as Nina and Be-
than both swam competi-
tively at Stretford Swim-
ming Club, reaching coun-
ty level, and Matthew fol-
lowed suit at Stretford

before joining the
Broughton Park RFC
youth team.

| think Jonty loved soft-
ball because it reflected
his deepest values: sport
for the many, not the few.
It was about community
and the joy of the “after-
party”long after the final
inning. He called his team
the Funsters because, for
Jonty, if you weren't hav-
ing fun together, you were
doing it wrong.

He leaves behind a league
that grew exactly as he
said it would—a testament
to a man who believed
that everyone deserves a
place on the field.

Additional material by Simon
Jayne
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Firstball gets season off to a start

The Manchester softball
season got off to a splen-
did start with the now tra-
ditional pre-season tour-
nament at Parrs Wood,
this year bathed in warm
sunshine and a light
breeze. Returning to his
post as Tournaments
officer, Mike Goff did a
great job of organizing
the tournament, with the
numbers of entrants at
each level requiring some
inventiveness as regards
structure. Mike also dou-
bled up as crew chief.

Teams from as far afield
as Jersey and Ireland, as
well as Leeds, Preston

three on 1-1records: Uni-

and Loughborough, joined
local teams to compete at
three levels: Gold (six
teams), Silver(nine
teams)and Bronze (seven
teams).

The six teamsin Gold
played a double round
robin, which Ireland
(pictured) won with a final
9-1win-loss record.

In Silver the top three
teams, Universities of
Lancaster, Loughborough
and the Bean Machine
from Jersey, played a
three-way round-robin
which ended up with all

versity of Lancaster won
by the slimmest of run-
difference margins.

Hackers were the only lo-
cal team to win a trophy,
taking home the Silver
group “Plate” play-off.

And in Bronze, there was
a more traditional format
leading to a final in which
the Yorkshire Dales beat

the Speeders—according
to Fletch, a first win after
many years of trying!

Massive shout out once
again to Mike for a splen-
did tournament.

AyyreDo|y usy :030yd
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The 2026 Alex Hall charity
tournament will take place
on Saturday 6th June at
Parrs Wood High School.
Entry is per player and you
will be assigned a team. Alex
Hall is a relaxed and friendly

Just whml&u thought it was
safe to get back on the pitch

charity tournament. There is
apicnic during the day and a
raffle. Fancy dress is a must!
Come and join the fun.
Entryis £20 per player. Enter
via the form here:
tinyurl.com/AlexHall2026

Page 9

All profits from the tourna-
ment will go to The Christie
Charity. If you can't attend
the tournament but would
still like to donate you can
do that via Justgiving.com/
page/AlexHall2026
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News from the Captains’ meeting

The pre-season Captains’  agree. But there is no (or strictly, running) hel-
meeting took place as spaceinthe calendarfora  mets. But there was little
usual two weeks before general postponement of support for the proposal,
the opening day, andwas  fixtures just in case Eng- partly due to captains
unusually uncontentious! land somehow make it to having failed to discuss
WSG developments

the issue with their pitch
ers(despite it

A major talking point was
developments at WSG:

being put
with building work =" on the
to install 3G football agenda
pitches and redevelop the last au-
pavilion starting in May, tumn).
the central field will be A third
completely inaccessible, new rule,
and pitches have had to proposed
be relocated as shown from the
here. There will be no New pitch layout at WSG floor, re-
changing facilities, and  1¢ hatched area will be completely WilenhallRe-aracees) == garding
the only toilet facilities  inaccessible. The yellow arrows show pedestrian access roots “Holly-
will be portalo.os. Tq com- the later stages of the wood bases” was howev-
pensate the disruption, competition. eraccepted. These are
the pitch fees for WSG Rule changes hard plastic domed bases
have been reduced this There was a proposal to (asillustrated below)
year. introduce a rule for next which can be dangerous
Clashes with World Cup season requiring teamsto ~ wWhen wet. It was agreed
games have on their roster at that any home team plan-
Captains were reminded least one qualified um- ning to use Hollywood ba-
of th.e standing pF)Iicy re pire. There was general ses must warn their op-
garding rearranging support for this rule, ponents and offer them
ge?mes where they clash which will be voted on at the chance to provide
with some popular event the end-of-season meet- their own bases instead.

on TV, this year for exam-
ple the football World
Cup. Captains were re-
minded that our rules al-
ready allow for

game start times to

be adjusted to allow, say,
foran early start, if both
captains(and the umpire)

ing.

Another rule that was
proposed was to re-
quire pitchers to
wear a mask.

A'lively debate en-
sued, reminiscent for
some old hands of the §
debate around batting

Picture :beaconathletics.com
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End-of-Season quiz answers

The quiz at the End-of-
Season awards party last
year was in two parts. Part 1
showed logos of teams from
around the world with the
same names as MSL teams
... but from a variety of
sports. You had to identify
the sport.

Here are the correct an-
swers (only the sport was
requested; the location in-
formation is for your inter-
est).

a Manchester Titans is our lo-
cal American football team

b Stingers are the Concordia
University, Montreal athletics
team, though actually all the
Concordia sports teams are
called Stingers, so | allowed
“basketball”in the winning
entry

c Louisville (KY)Bats, AAA
baseball affiliate of Cincinatti
Reds

d Hyde Mavericks play in the
Oldham & District Sunday
Football League

e Ferny Grove Fireballs are a
cricket team in Brisbane

f Manchester Raiders, semi-
pro kabbadi team based in
Oldham

g Dallas Mavericks, NBA bas-
ketball team

h Richmond Tigers are a Mel-
bourne Aussie rules team

i CT Barflies, are a(possibly
defunct)amateur ice-hockey
team

j Cronulla Sharks are a Sydney
water polo team

k Mayhem is a paintball centre
near Epping, Essex

I Manchester Thunder is a girls’
lacrosse team in Manchester,
NH

m Hutt Valley Dodgers are a

softball team in Lower Hutt,
New Zealand

n Los Bandidos are a Denver-
based Hispanic youth baseball
team

o This Manchester Thunder are
our highly successful local
Netball Super league team

p Wynum Manly Seaqulls play
rugby league in Manly West, a
Brisbane suburb

g Dubai Camels is a water polo
club

r Utah Stingers are a pro vol-
leyball team in Salt Lake City

s Twin Cities Base Invaders play
softball in Minneapolis, MN

t Hackers Bar & Grill is a golf
range and restaurant in Virgin-
ia Beach, VA

In Part 2 we asked “Have you
been paying attention? Ten
guestions about the season
just ended. All of the an-
swers could be found in the
pages of Bases Loaded. Here
are the questions and an-
swers.

1. In the all-time all-divisions
home runs list (Male/BBH),
who are the top three players
still playing? Pete Nighti-
ingale, Danny Gunn, Daren
Corner

2.What new record (53.8) was
set on Wednesday 21st May?
Highest average runs scored
per game in a normal evening.

3. Which team won the Alex Hall
tournament, and who did they
beat in the final? Mr & Mrs Pink
beat Under the Sea

4. Who came inat #2in the list
of youngest home run hitters,
84 days short of the record?

Stan O’Leary

5. Sadly, we have had to report
a number of (former) softball-
ers who have passed away
this year, but whose last
weekend was “filled with fun,
burgers and one last day out
at his favourite place”? Jonny
Creelman’s dog Ribby

6.The same week that Thunder
suffered their first loss,
which team got their first
ever win? Base Invaders

7.Which team's captain was
shown on the front cover of
Bases Loaded undergoing the
ice-bucket challenge after
they won NSL2? Meerkats
(No marks for “Sonia” ... The
question asked for a team
name.)

8.Which three Manchester
teams won Gold, Silver and
Bronze at BeeBall? Camels,
Titans and Stingers

9. What did Chris Mannion
(Thunder IV) become only the
13th player to do? Hit two
grand slam homers in the
same game

10.Tiggers completed a perfect
season, winning all their
games. Who were the last
team to do this? Thunder Il (in
2017)

The quiz(and £40 off next
season’s fees) was won by
the Titans with a perfect
30/30. Great use of the in-
ternet (explicitly permitted).
Table 9 came second with
22,and Camels Il were just
behind with 21.
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END OFSEASON

3rd Oct

/pm - 12pm
£35pp

The Lowry Theatre, Compass
Room

¢ Semi-Formal

# Live D)

s Gourmet Cuisine

s Awards and Recognition

RSVP:

Please fill in the Google Form on MSL website, payment
details are on the form
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Next week’s fixtures (May 6/7)

Division 1
Camels @ Meerkats
(pitch
E all Qo
um-
pires TBC) Last meeting
20 August 2025, Meer-
kats won 18-11, tying up
the all-time record at 7-
7.

Manchester Dodgers @
Mavericks (H) Last

meet- @
o [t A

2024, Mavericks won 22
-7. This will be the 69th
edition of the most-
played continuing fix-
ture. Mavs have a com-
manding 51-17 lead.
Mayhem @ Thunder (A)
Last M
meet- =
ing 20 August 2025,
Thunder won 14-12 and
lead the all-time series
17-2.

Thunder Il @ Travelling
Dodgers (F) Last meet-
ing9Jdu- =~ %oy
ly 2025, TS
TDs

(trading under the name
Dodgy Sharks)won 37-
17. The pair have met 13

times, including under
previous identities
(Tigers, Drizzle) with
TDs winning 10, and one
game tied.

Titans rest

Division 2
Bats @ Thunder llI (D)
Last 7 -
ing 21June 2022
(Division 3), Bats won 21
-12 to extend their un-
beatenrecord in this
fixture to 5-0.

Camels Il @ Mavericks
Il (C)Last meeting 27

August [
e B

4&@&%
the two

junior teams tying 11-11
in the final game of the
season. Mavs have the
edge in all meetings, 82
-4

Speeders @ Screwballs
(H)Last 4
meeting
30 July
2025, Screwballs won 13
-5 to tie up the all-time
series 2-2.

Stingers @ Tigers (G)
Last
meeting
24 July

2024, Tigers won 29-13
on their way to the title,
making it four winsin
four meetings.

Hackers rest
Division 3
Barflies @ Bandidos (6)

-

2
ing 16
July 2024, Bandidos
won 28-14 to make it

two wins in two.

Freeze @ Liver Birds

First ever meeting.

Sluggababes @ Toras
(3)
Last |
meet- N

ing 15 July 2025
(Division 4), Sluggab-
abes won 22-4, and
lead the all-time series
3-0.

Tiggers @ Fireballs (2)

Last =_
meet- =)
ing 7 e
May 2024, Tig-

gers won 11-7 to take a
3-1lead in all meetings.

Raiders rest
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Final standings 2025

With two-up one-down
across the board last
season, Division 1now
has nine teams and, like
Division 2, will have a
resting team each week,
which is required to pro-
vide at least one umpire.

Since this rule was per-
fectly observed last year,
captains agreed at their
October meeting to
scrap the rule awarding a
point for this, and in-
stead to penalise the un-
likely case of a team fail-
ing to do so. Although
everything evened out in
the end, like the stagger
in afootrace, the
“umpiring point” meant
the standings were
somewhat distorted
throughout the season,
especially in week 1
when resting Bandidos
were top with a perfect
1.000 record (one point
from one available) and
no runs conceded!

This will mean that the
league standings in all
the divisions can show
win-loss percentage and
games behind in the
conventional manner.

Last year's final stand-
ings in Division 2 are
shown here as they
would have appeared
without the “umpiring
points”.

Bases Loaded

Division 1

P W T L RS RC Pct GB
Thunder (C) 17 15 O 2 300 197 .882 -
Meerkats 17 11 O 6 317 249 .647 4
Mayhem 17 10 O 7 335 271 .588 5
Camels 17 10 O 7 300 219 .588 5

Mayhem above Camels on head-to-head

Dodgy Sharks 17 10 O 7 373 291 .588 -
Mavericks 17 8 O 9 321 277 .471 2
Thunder Il 17 2 O 15 230 448 .118 8
Tigers (R) 17 2 0O 15 195 419 .118 8

Thunder Il above Tigers on head-to-head

Win-loss percentage shown without additional points for umpiring

Division 2

Dodgers (C) 16 15 O 1 358 178 .938 -
Titans (P) 16 10 O 6 333 256 .625 5
Screwballs 16 9 1 6 304 278 .594 5%
Hackers 16 9 o 7 302 286 .563 6
Bats 16 7 1 8 249 252 469 7V
Mavericks I 16 7 1 8 253 338 469 7%
Speeders 16 7 o 9 262 282 438 8
Camels Il 16 5 1 10 276 308 .344 9%
Bandidos (R) 16 1 O 15 195 354 .063 14
Division 3

P W T L RS RC Pct GB
Stingers (C) 15 12 3 351 198 .800 -
Thunder Il (P) 15 10 O 5 320 276 .667 2
Freeze 15 7 (0] 8 237 280 .467 5
Raiders 15 7 (0] 8 292 299 467 5
Barflies 15 6 (0] 9 253 309 .400 6
Fireballs (R) 15 3 0O 12 215 306 .200 9

Division 4

Tiggers (C) 15 15 O O 329 114 1.00 -
Sluggababes (P) 15 11 4 297 169 .733 4
Thunder IV 15 10 O 5 283 219 .667 5
Seagulls 15 6 (0] 9 205 253 .400 9
Toras 15 0O 13 169 301 .133 13
Base Invaders 15 1 (0] 14 117 344 .067 14




