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UMOURS flying around on 
Tuesday that the man in charge 
of one of Manchester’’s great 
sporting institutions was about 

to step down were quickly scotched as 
MSL Chairman Harry Somers confirmed 
that he wasn’t planning to quit in the im-
mediate future. And while elsewhere the 
Manchester sporting scene was rocked by 
big news, the city’s softballers just got on 
with things. 

With the Greensox resting, Mavericks 
were able to take a half-game lead in Divi-
sion 1 though they trailed to Thunder for 
five innings, eventually taking an 8-7 lead 
in the 6th which they stretched to a 3-run 
winning margin in the 7th. Outlaws 
showed no signs of damage from their rest-
week socializing, though they too had to 
come from behind, 6-3 down after three, to 
overcome the Camels, in the end quite 
comfortably. Mutineers suffered a third 
loss in three, as the Dodgers scored stead-
ily to build on their 7-1 lead after two in-
nings. And the first ever actual meeting of 
Lions and Lightning (their scheduled game 
last year was forfeited) looked a bit of a 
mismatch as Lions coasted to a run-ahead 
rule win, allowing Lightning just one run 
batted in by the second batter up in the 1st 
inning, but shutting them out thereafter. 
With women starting to hit home runs in 
all divisions, we think this is the first game 
since records began in which two different 
women have hit homers. 

In Division 2 the Bullfrogs’ first ever en-
counter with the Meerkats twisted and 
turned. The frogs built up a 9-5 lead in the 
first two innings, but saw the kats overtake 
them with 6 in the bottom of the 4th to 
lead 13-11. After six it was 15-14 to the 
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Manchester Softball League REVIEW 

Voted best league in the country for second time in 3 years  
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TH IS  WEEK’S  TH IS  WEEK’S  TH IS  WEEK’S  TH IS  WEEK’S  

GAMESGAMESGAMESGAMES     

Division 1 
DOD @ MAV (3, PJ) 
GRX @ OUT (2) 
MUT @ LIG (5, AG) 
THU @ CAM (PW7) 
LIO rest 

Division 2 
BAT @ BUL (9, MG) 
DRA @ SPE (5) 
MHM @ STO (6, AR) 
TIG @ OU2 (7, HS) 
MKT rest 

Division 3 
DRZ @ HAC (6, IW) 
GNU @ ENF (1, IC) 
HUR @ PIR (7, LL)  

Division 4 
CM2 @ BFL (4, RH) 
PHX @ WCT (3, BM) 
MM2 @ MK2 (8, SB)  

frogs at which point something weird hap-
pened as they almost doubled their total 
with a 13-run final inning to which the 
suricates had no reply. Much closer was 
the Tigers-Storm encounter, another first 
ever. Storm started brightly but then fell 
behind after 3 innings and were shutout 
over the next four to trail 4-8 going into 
the 7th. They got 3 of the 4 runs needed 
to make the Tigers bat, but it was not 
enough. Mayhem continued their winning 
streak—it’s 23 games now—leading from 
the start until the Bats drew level at 8-8 in 
the 6th, enough to awaken the Mossley 
crew who managed 5 in the 7th to secure 
the win. 

Division 3 leaders Hurricanes stormed 
into a 10-4 lead over the Blue Gnus after 
two innings, and extended it to 20-4 after 
4. But with some solid batting in the final 
three innings the Gnus almost came back, 
ending just 3 runs short of the Canes’ to-
tal. Drizzle started brightly against the 
Pirates but their bats went AWOL as the 
corsairs took the lead and consolidated 
with a 7-run bat-around in the 4th. Mean-
while Hackers, who have lost by 17 and 12 
in their first two games were this week 
slaughtered in 5 innings by the Enforcers.  

I 
n Division 4 the claws were out as the 
Moorkats met the Wildcats, the latter 
completing a 5-inning mercy-win after 

doubling their 11-run tally in the 4th in-
ning. Much closer was the battle of the 
IIs, with Mayhem achieving their first win 
at the expense of the Camels in a low-
scoring affair. And in the Barflies-Phoenix 
confrontation, the birds’ 7-run 3rd was 
basically the difference between the two 
teams in an otherwise closely fought 
game. 

No change at the top 



NEW links are announced between the Hackers 
and Tigers, and Hackers and Wildcats. The 
deadline for announcing new links is week 5, 
which is May 22nd. (See page 7) 

Sunday Steve Kellett (Bats)  
Tuesday Chris Braddick (Moorkats), Krista 

Williams (Bats) 
Thursday Bryn Jones (Mutineers), Angela 

Oates (Storm), Lee Sutton (Hackers) 
Friday Terrianne McGrath (Camels) 
Saturday Clair Goodwin (Wildcats) 

Birthdays 
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BSF have announced that two highly-experienced 
slowpitch coaches from ASA, Cheryl Trapnell 
and Steve Shortland, will be visiting the UK the last 
two weeks of June, and MSL will be among the 
leagues they visit to deliver high quality training. 
Many players will remember the hugely successful 
Combat tour of 2011. The plan this time around is 
somewhat different: rather than invite large numbers 
of players expecting personal tuition direct from the 
ASA coaches, BSF will ask leagues to nominate 
coaches who can improve their coaching techniques 
to use within their teams. 
The coaches will be on  a tight schedule as they tour 
around the country, and they will be participating in 
two weekend tournaments (Pioneers and Leeds) that 
fall during their visit. BSF have proposed that the 
coaches visit Manchester on Friday June 28th, just 
before the Leeds tournament. 
To emphasise, the idea is to train our teams’ coaches 
to be able to improve skills and manage games more 
effectively through demonstrated coaching tech-
niques.  Whether or not they are already trained as 
coaches, participants should be experienced and 
skilled enough to carry the knowledge back for the 
benefit of team-mates.  
This is a great opportunity for coaches to up their 
game. Further details will be announced in due 
course, so for the moment you need do nothing ex-
cept think about who in your team or club would 
benefit from this type of coaching, and put that date 
in your diary. Numbers will be limited to around 20 
or so, and we will be looking to spread the expertise 
as widely as possible (so participation will not neces-
sarily be on a  first-come first-served basis). Some 
additional volunteers will be needed as participants 
in coaching drills, so in that way we can maximise 
exposure to this coaching opportunity. Watch this 
space! 

From the archives 
AS PROMISED last week, the Review on this 
date in 2008 reported the result of an appeal 
where two teams had disagreed about the final 
result of a game. The League’s Technical Officer 
at the time adjudicated that the score as signed 
off on the scoresheet would count, setting an 
important precedent for future disputes. He la-
mented the fact that the basic problem was that 
the losing team had simply not kept score prop-
erly, due to inexperience. Crucially, the teams 
had failed to compare scoresheets during the 
game, a particularly regrettable omission given 
that the game was very close. 
Five years earlier (2003), the new-look (full size) 
Review under new editorship was described by 
Dan of the Lions as “not bad for a paper with no 
tits.” A major feature was a lengthy write-up 
taken from the BSUK website of the Dodgers’ C 
Nationals title win. Worthy of comment by the 
un-named author was the fact that this was the 
first co-ed national final in living memory with a 
woman as the winning pitcher. That woman was 
Clare Wakefield, who also won the tournament 
MVP award. The author also seemed tickled by 
the fact that three of the Dodgers’ women start-
ers in the final had men’s names (Joe, George 
and Charlie).  
Way back when, on this date in 1996 after three 
games Greensox were top with a 1.000 record, 
Mavericks one game behind with a win and, in-
credibly, two ties. In Division 2 the Foghorns 
and Bees both had 2-0 records, while unbeaten 
after three games at the top of the newly created 
Division 3 were the TSB2 Bombers. 

Linked teams 

US coaches to visit UK 

Player recruitment 
THE Recruitment officer gets a steady stream of en-
quiries from new players wanting to play softball. If 
any team wants him to direct these players in their 
direction it is essential that he and they have the right 
information, particularly about where and when teams 
train, so the new players can come down and see you. 
Information in the Captains’ Handbook is often vague 
(“Sale, Mondays”). If you are interested, please send 
full information to the webmaster Ed: communica-
tions@manchester-softball.co.uk 



Match reports 
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Lions show Lightning no mercy 
Lightning 1 0 0  0  0  1 
Lions 5 1 0 10 x 16  
Umpire Dave Dean; Pitch 9; RAR 
HRs:  LIO Lindsey O’Farrell, Michelle Fisher, Ed Wat-

kinson 2, Gordon Milson  
LIGHTNING: Paul Finney (SS), Jo Gardiner (1B), Peter 
O’Hare (CR), Tara Gunn (CL), Steve Bennett (P), Natasha 
Miotk (C), Colin Carmichael (3B), Emma Carruthers (2B), Dave 
Leverton (LF), Emma McShane (RF) 
LIONS: Adam Roberts (EP), Hiroe Ryan (EP), Gordon Milson 
(LF), Lindsay O’Farrell (CL), Chris Fulton (P), Michelle Fisher 
(C), Ed Watkinson (2B), Angela Killion (RF), Kris Hadwin (CR), 
April Hutchen (3B), Lee Englestone (SS), Kimberly Pfeiffer 
(1B) 
 

PITCH 9 was host to the first ever league game 
between the Lions and Lightning (last year’s game 
was forfeited). This was the first time the Lions 
had faced new opposition in the softball league 
since 2010. (Hat tip to Statto). There was a slight 
rain shower just before the game started which 
meant the ball skipped off the ground and the daz-
zling setting sun made fielding right field a night-
mare. The first inning came as a bit of a shock 
when Lightning’s lead-off Paul Finney took a walk, 
then Jo Gardiner hit a triple and scored the first 
run of the game. Smart pitching from Chris Fulton 
struck out the next batter, Peter O’Hare, then a 1-
3 play saw Lightning move on to 2-out. Next up, 
Steve Bennett took a walk which loaded the bases 
with Natasha Miotk, a lefty, up to bat. Kim Pfeiffer 
made a great stop on 1st base and made the out at 
1. As it turned out Lions did really well to keep 
Lightning to only a single run. The batting started 
in a similar way with 2 up 2 down for the Lions 
until the mighty Gordon Milson stepped up and 
hit a left-field shot which bounced through the 
fielder and gave Gordy his first home run of the 
day (well first and only). With 2 out the Lions 
started to find their batting ways. A solid base hit 
from Ang Killion, then a double from Fulton and a 
single from Michelle Fisher kept the runs rolling 
in. Ed Watkinson hit down the right-field line 
scorning Michelle and then proceeded to get 
caught in a run down between 2nd and 3rd which 
in typical jammy fashion resulted in a home run. 
After the first inning the score was 5-1 to the Li-
ons. And that was the last of the scoring we saw 
from Lightning. For the next 4 innings they really 
struggled with the bats, Fulton had a stormer at 
the pitching plate and must have had more 1-3 
plays than in any other game recently. Kim made 
some super stops at 1st base to get the out every 
time and Lee Englestone had a solid game at short 

stop. It was a bit of a quiet game for April Hutchen 
on 3rd base but she made a good catch from a pop 
up when it was needed. Kris Hadwin made a couple 
of catches in right centre that would normally have 
been easy but with the “ball disappearing for a 
while in the sun”, it made them not as simple as 
they should have been. With Lightning needing to 
score one run to avoid a mercy in the top of the 
5th, Ed had a couple of great plays from 2nd base 
and ended the game with a diving pickup and then 
throw to 2nd for the final out of the game. Batting-
wise the Lions went a bit quiet before waking up 
again, scoring only a single in the 3rd inning be-
fore putting 10 runs on the board in the 4th. Par-
ticularly in the 4th inning everyone batted really 
well with highlights including clean line-drive 
home runs from both Lins O’Farrell and Michelle 
Fisher and another from Ed. It was a base-hitting 
master class that really demonstrated how winter 
training has paid off for the Lions. Ed Watkinson 

 

Outlaws outspeed Speeders 
Speeders 1  1  3 2 4 5 0  16 
Outlaws II 3 11 1 3  0 4 x 22  
Umpire Mike Goff; Pitch PW7 
HRs: SPE Chris Lennon, Mike Lott; OU2 Greg Spiers  

SPEEDERS: Mike Lott (P), Gillian Burgess (LF), Sean Girty 
(CL), Cat Thornton (2B), Chris Lennon (DRA)(RF), Julie Lott 
(CR), Anthony Dempsey (3B), Anya Rayner (1B), Nick Money 
(SS), Emma Goswell (C) 

OUTLAWS II: Greg Spiers (CL), Charlotte Cook (CR), Rolf 
Herbert (SS), Beth Arrowsmith (LF), Simon Evans (DRA)(RF), 
Lynette Keller / Hannah Hochland (C), Tom Morphew (3B), 
Liz Lyon (1B), Ian McCann (P), Jackie Choudhury (2B) 

THE Speeders are a team that always give us a 
good game, only ever a point or two behind or in 
front of us in the title race. We were expecting a 
close game. The game couldn’t have started better 
with the Outlaws taking few prisoners and 
winning the first few innings by a good margin. In 
what I hope won’t be a recurring theme we then 
started to let runs slip, chasing runners, over-
throws or not picking up the ball cleanly (I blame 
the sun!) allowing the Speeders to speed round the 
bases and keep scoring. The Outlaws kept the 
pressure on, batting strongly and only failing to 
score in one inning. This kept us on top, but only 
by two runs, going into the bottom of the 6th. An-
other sterling batting performance set a target of 6 
runs for the Speeders going into the 7th with 
home-field advantage. We finally got our gloves 
back on and outsped the Speeders to win with a bat 
in hand. 

(Continued on page 4) 



Many thanks to umpire Mike Goff, who was will-
ing to listen to our questions about a batting-box 
infringement. Thanks to Simon Evans from the 
Dragons for guesting in right field: nice hitting. 
Zero thanks to the Met office for allowing it to 
rain on us whilst at the same time blasting us 
straight in the eyes with sun! Rolf Herbert 
 

 

Comedy fielding delays 
free bus ride home 

Hurricanes 2 8 4 6 0 3 2  25 
Blue Gnus 2 2 0 0 5 7 6 22  
Umpire Jeremy Fothergill; Pitch 4 
HRs: HUR Dave Harper 4, 1GS, Gav Whitaker 
         GNU Darren Corner 

HURRICANES: Jay Tennant (SS), Becci Wadeson (LF), 
Dave Harper (CL), Kate Lord (1B), Gav Whitaker (CR), Kellie 
Whitaker (THU)(C), Tim Roberts (P), Yvette Lee (2B), Dave 
Griffiths (3B), Ruth Hunter (RF) 

BLUE GNUS: Gary Sugden (SS), Louise Bendall (RF), Dar-
ren Corner (CF), Beverley Hurren (1B), Phil Cosgrove (3B), 
Kay McGuiness (LF), Ian Radford (P), Kelly Brookshaw (2B), 
Will Ellis (CF), Diane Sugden (C) 

The Hurricanes’ breezy start to the season contin-
ued as they took on the Blue Gnus albeit, they did 
their best to blow the match. The azure antelopes 
brought their reputation as big hitters but, early 
doors, the Canes took the wind out of their sails 
(OK not all species of antelope have sails) with 
some slugging of their own. Cap’n Becci Wadeson 
had arrayed her troops with Diamond Dave 
Harper in the lead. He was only denied a 5-homer 
night when he patiently took a walk on 
his last at-bat. However big innings are 
not put together by single shots and all 
the team contributed to getting the 
scores on the doors. After their good 
start the windy ones were never headed 
but could not stretch their lead suffi-
ciently to earn an early night. Embark-
ing on a quest to snatch defeat from the 
jaws of victory, they let the Wildebeests 
sniff victory with an outburst of comedy 
fielding. All that was needed was a cam-
corder and the addition of some Stan & 
Ollie music for the antics to go viral on 
YouTube. The pitcher tripping over an 
easy ground ball, 2nd base making one 
softball look like three with some jolly 
juggling, centre right aiming a throw to 
second but just missing the left fielder. 
In addition coach / catcher Kellie 
Whitaker insisted on giving batting 
advice to the opposition rookies – a 

Match reports (Continued from page 3) heartfelt thanks from the pitcher! The outcome of 
all this was that the cobalt kobs scored 13 in the last 
two innings. But they fell just short and your corre-
spondent was able to pack his glove and, with his 
car in dock, whip out his bus pass and head ‘home 
free’ courtesy of GMPTE (the only MSL player able 
to do this).  Two-out Tim 
Ed notes: Sorry to correct you Tim, but according to the 
website of Transport for Greater Manchester’ (TfGM)
(as the GMPTE has been known since 2011) the conces-
sionary bus pass that allows free bus travel after 9.30 am 
is available to any passenger over 60, of which there are 
four currently rostered to MSL teams, with a fifth due to 
achieve that milestone within the next two weeks. How-
ever, according to the government’s own website the rules 
for bus passes have changed. Nevertheless, even under the 
new rules, there is one other MSL player who is still eli-
gible. 
 

Eye of  the tiger stronger 
than eye of  the storm 

Storm 1 3 0 0 0 0 3  7 
Tigers 0 2 4 0 2 0 x  8  
Umpire Al Green; Pitch 2 
HR: STO Steve Bartlett 
STORM: Steve Bartlett (SS), Ang Oates (CR), Iain Caird (CL), 
Carolyn Barratt (1B), Jim Marshall (P), Siân Davies (C), Dan 
Lord (2B), Rachel Jones (LF), Matt Pull (RF), Kelly Murray (3B) 
TIGERS: Sam Taylor (P), Carol Whittaker (LIO)(1B), Karl Pilk-
ington (SS), Deborah Cantu (3B), Richard Sarver (2B), Mi-
chelle Watson (DRA)(C), Uric Nartey (LF), Elizabeth Foskett 
(CL), Peter Elliott (CR), Francesca Pilkington (HAC)(RF), Matt 
Hughes (EP), Becky Ellis (EP) 

AFTER our customary slow start we dominated a 
tight and well played game against Storm. Karl 

Pilkington and Richard 
Sarver (pictured) were the 
batting heroes, each going 
3 for 3 at the plate, and 
they also turned a pretty 
double play in the middle 
inning. Carrol Whittaker 
from the Lions had a fine 
game at 1st and went 2 for 
3 at the plate whilst Deb 
Cantu also went 2 for 3 
and made some good plays 
at third. Sam Taylor put in 
another excellent pitching 
performance and despite a 
little wobble in the 7th we 
looked good throughout.  
 

Adapted from the Tigers 
website 

 

P A G E  4  

Photo: Dave Wareham 



A rip Rorying win 
Mavericks 0 0 2 2 0 4 3  11 
Thunder 2 0 3 0 1 1 1 8  
Umpire Mark Sanders; Pitch 4 
HRs: MAV Pete Nightingale; THU Guy Hamer, Andy Grose 

MAVERICKS: Wendell Jones (CR), Jan Bradley(2B), Peter 
Nightingale (SS), Andrea Dee (RF), Adam Cole (3B), Bev 
neal (2B), Chris Gresty (LF), Pamela Bauer (1B), Rory Lynch 
(P), Claire Duffy (C) 

THUNDER: Areej Elmaazi (CL), Guy Hamer (LF), Chloe Lle-

wellyn (RF), Benkei Johnson (CR), Siân Payne (3B), Mark 
Griffin (1B), Kathryn Mullin (2B), Carl McCarthy (P), Kellie 
Whitaker (C), Luis Arrevillagas (SS) Jen Simmons (EP), Andy 
Grose (DRZ)(EP) 

Every once in a while a softball game comes along 
which makes all the punishing gym sessions and 
the painful miles pounding the mean streets of 
South Manchester all worth while;  and if any of 
the Mavs did any of this, then this would have 
been that game... With what stats obsessed Andrea 
Dee called “a batting lesson” from the Thunder at 
Firstball still fresh in the Mavs’ memory,  we took 
the field expecting the worst but hoping for the 
best. Early doors things looked good as lycra-clad 
Wendell ‘Wendy’ Jones scuffed his traditional 
jammy slice past 2nd base to register the first hit of 
the game. Ineptness followed, as it often does and 
we then failed to trouble the scorers (Jo Booth and 
permanently pregnant Tanya Lochery) for the first 

two innings. Meanwhile, the Thunder showed once 
again that they know how to spank the melon as 
they built up a worrying lead with some monster 
hits and well placed grounders. 
The turning point came when a crushing line drive 
pinged off evergreen pitcher Rory Lynch’s s shin 
bone with a sickening squelch, turning his lower 
limb into what looked like hairy corned beef. This 
made Rory angry and he proceeded to bat like 
someone who can bat, driving a double and a triple.  
Ably assisted by some crucial cracking hits from 
Claire Duffy, the Mavs’ bats lit up to bring them 
Rorying back into the game. 
Seven runs in the 6th and 7th gave the Mavs a 4-
run lead to defend and apart from a wobble in the 
bottom of the 7th when in homage to the Keystone 
Cops, Wendell got in the way of Jan Bradley and 
Chris Gresty to create a hash fest out of an easy 
outfield pop up, the Mavs held on with Rory fit-
tingly striking out the last Thunder batter to cap a 
sublime performance by the quintenarian. 
If softball was a cake, this game would be a deli-
cious jam sponge with thick creamy topping fes-
tooned with jelly beans, which by coincidence was 
what we had for Bev Neal’s unofficial “My birthday 
is in the winter but I want some cake” day after the 
game, as our picture shows.  Chris Gresty 
 

Wild ones win feline derby 
Moorkats 1 2 2  0  2  7 
Wildcats 1 7 3 11 x 22  
Umpire Pete Nightingale; Pitch 2; RAR 
HRs: MK2 Mark Heywood 
         WCT Neil Love, Matt Arrowsmith (GS) 

MOORKATS: Catherine Whitehead (2B), Jonathan Wrigley 
(CL), Siobhán O’Shaughnessy (3B), Mark Hayward (MKT)
(SS), Rachael Mather (C), Aleck Aspinall (P), Amy Knowles 
(RF), Taj Odin (1B), Clare Thomas (LF), Jay Mycock (CR) 

WILDCATS: Sam Taylor  (TIG)(EP), Anu Guleria (1B), Karl 
Pilkington (TIG)(SS), Darcy Wright (2B), Ed Covington (CR), 
Becky Ellis (TIG)(C), Matt Arrowsmith (3B), Steph Hallows 
(RF), Neil Love (LF), Sarah Hughes (CL), Dave Wareham (P), 
Sarah Newman (EP) 
 

AFTER last week’s defeat Wildcats got back to 
winning ways with an impressive performance 
against the Moorkats. Six of the twelve batters 
(five of the blokes plus Steph Hallows) batted 
1.000, with all the others getting at least one hit. 
Matt Arrowsmith and Neil Love homered with 
Matt’s a grand slam. The cats fielded efficiently, 
with Tiger Karl Pilkington at shortstop control-
ling the team and former Aardvark Darcy Wright 
playing well on 2nd on her Wildcats debut. Dave 
Wareham pitched well in his first start of the sea-
son, though his fielding of ground balls left a bit to 
be desired.  Adapted from the Wildcats website 
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M 
ANCS and assorted hangers-on trav-
elled down to Farnham in numbers for 
the first big tournament of the season 
and came back from Diamond 1 with 

silverware, and rave performances. 
In A comp, the top level of play, Maniacs won two, 
tied one and lost four in games that count towards 
their record in the NSL competition which will be 
played out over a number of tournaments this year. 
Beating the reigning champion Chromies was 
probably their best result.  

But the top performance came from Thunder, for 
whom there was a feeling that Diamond 1 had fi-
nally arrived and it was time for the new kids on 
the block to begin their debut in the top flight of 
British softball. With a 10 am start and plenty of 
time to get warmed up, they got the ball rolling 
with a 14-1 win over the Warriors. They had a win 
under  their belts and confidence was high for the 
next game against the Legends. Despite some 
great fielding there was little they could do as the 
Legends kept knocking that ball over the fence. 
Before they knew it, it was 18-3 and it was starting 
to look pretty ugly. But in true Thunder fashion 
they found their bats and in the bottom of the last 
inning put on 7  runs to finish with a much more 
respectable 18-10 and give the Legends a bit of a 
scare - it would turn out to be their worst defeat of 
the weekend. 
The 3rd game was against Windsor Knights and 
Thunder turned on their bats again for a comfort-
able 17-5 victory and with 2 wins out of 
3 games they were more than a little 
surprised and quietly proud of them-
selves, but knew there were still two 
very tough games to come. 
Their 4th game of the day was against 
Pioneers: big reputation, big hitters, big 
on confidence and they knew it was go-
ing to be tough. The game was tight 
right from the outset with quality field-
ing and batting from both teams. Pio-
neers went ahead but Thunder kept 
chipping away until they were back to 
within 4 runs (11-7)  going into the last 
inning. With home team advantage 
Thunder knew they were in with a 
chance of winning this game. A few base 
hits and a couple of big hits later the 
score was 11-10. With 1 out and Areej 
Elmaazi on base Andy Grose was up to 
bat and we know that boy can hit!! He 
crushes a ball out to centre right and 

everyone goes mad. Thunder score 1 and the game 
is now tied. Andy turns 3 and in a huge play at 
home he gets tagged out. Almost a game-winning 
home run for the big man!! So with 2 out and the 
scores tied, Kellie Whitaker was up to bat (no pres-
sure!!). With a  line drive over 3rd base she was on 
1st and Stu Kellock was up next. The man had put 
a few balls over the fence already that morning - 
could he possibly do it now to win the game? Yes 
he could - first pitch crushed over the fence and 
Thunder beat Pioneers 13-11. A brilliant game and 
a fantastic result for Thunder. It turns out they 
made a little bit of noise as the rest of A comp 
could hear it from two diamonds away. You’d have 
thought they had won the World Series. 
Thunder finished the day with a victory over the 
Dragons. After trailing for most of the game they 
came back to take the lead by 1 and then hold on 
with some great defence to keep the opposition 
scoreless in the last inning. Thunder were as sur-
prised as anyone to finish Saturday with a 4-1 re-
cord. 
Sunday morning handed Thunder a tough schedule 
- back to back games against H2O and then 
Chromies. They played well against H2O but a few 
bad errors saw them score 5 and the game finished 
11-4, which against that opposition was a respect-
able score. Next up were Chromies, reigning NSL 
champions. Thunder put runs on the board right 
from the outset and never let them back in. The 
tone for the game was set nice and early with a 
huge defensive play from Chloe Llewellyn in right 

P A G E  6  

Mancs do well at Diamond 1 

Thunder’s Areej Elmaazi slides in to beat 
the throw to Chromies’ Danny Gunn. 

Photo: H2O Softball 
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Alex Hall Tourney 

1st June2013 

field. A line drive from an unnamable Greensox 
player out to right field - Chloe charged it down as 
the runner turned 1st and with a great throw to 
2nd he was out on the tag! Thunder went on to win 
the game 10-8.  
They had finished their first A comp group on top 
with a 5-2 record and then found themselves in the 
top 4 playing off in a semi-final against H2O. It was 
really tight yet again and only a few fielding errors 
saw H2O take the advantage and stay on top to win 
11-8. The game also saw one of the best catches of 
the weekend by Leo Hernandez out in centre right. 
Backing up to the fence he took a running leap to 
snatch the ball and land heavily just before the 
fence. It was an amazing catch and had plenty of 
spectators on their feet. 
Thunder finished 3rd and exceeded everyone’s ex-
pectations including their own. The whole team 
played brilliantly, kept a positive attitude, commu-
nicated well and most of all had fun. Also we have 
it on good authority that this may well be the high-
est finish by a Manchester team in an A comp tour-
nament! A huge debt of thanks is owed to all of 
Club Thunder, not only those that were playing in 
A comp but Thunder 2 who came to support the 
team whenever they had the chance, and those that 
weren’t there, who gave their support via texts and 
messages on Facebook. And also to all the other 
teams who played who were so pleased for them, 
and to the Maniacs who stuck around to support 
Thunder when they could. Captain Kellie Whitaker 
also expressed everyone’s huge thanks to Zak: “It 
was your vision and your belief that we could do 
this and guess what, we totally did!! We know we 
can cut it with the big boys now.” 
Thunder 2 also had a successful weekend, winning 
the C comp Plate. 

Fish, the “others” touring team, also had two 
squads. Mourning the loss of their star American 
trio, Alex Shelton, Travis Dreher and Felix Cotto, 
and several other players who have moved on to 
pastures new, this year is all about rebuilding the 
Fish. Twenty-four hours before the tournament, 
after making full use of Dave Dean, Di Maynard 
and Katie Page-Smith’s substantial softball contact 
lists, they finally acquired an almost full squad of 
23 players for two teams. Notable additions to the 
squad were the Grafton trio, Lee, Jan and Sam, 
from the Oxford league, who have finally joined the 
Fish permanently after guesting in the past; Mike 
and Julie Lott, the first ever Speeders on the Fish; 
Amy Tanner Mollart, a replacement American 
from the Sheffield Sting, who is soon to be joining 
the Manchester league, and a temporary Fish for a 
day in the form of Kjeld de Lincel, a Dutch baseball 
pitcher on an exchange visit to the UK. Admittedly 

T 
HIS is the tenth anniversary of the annual 
Alex Hall charity tournament held in mem-
ory of Alex to raise money for the Christie 
Hospital, and I’d like to invite everyone in 

the league to take part in the fun. The tournaments 
have raised a lot of money for the Christie Hospital in 
previous years and I want that to continue this year. 

As usual, we will have different coloured teams, as 
fairly matched as I can manage, with a mix of experi-
ence and skill to give each the best chance. Each 
player receives a team shirt in the appropriate colour 
and is encouraged to accessorise their outfit so that 
no-one should have any doubt which team they are 
playing for. 

Also as usual there will be jokers which can be played 
at any time during the game to nullify the last bit of 
action and force your opponents to play it again. Jok-
ers will be on sale from the umpires as usual (one per 
team per game), but please remember that you can’t 
use them in league games so use them on the day. 

At lunchtime there will be a picnic competition, with 
the team whose members produce the best food in 
their colour awarded a joker to use in the afternoon 
games. This year there will also be a joker awarded 
for the best outfit, so choose your best-dressed team-
mate and have them walk the catwalk!  

The tournament will be at Parrs Wood School on 1st 
June. The entry form is reproduced overleaf so print it 
off as soon as possible and hand it in or send it to the 
address indicated.  

The victorious team wins medals, a sizeable amount of 
booze, and bragging rights for the next year. If you 
are not already one over the eight, then the fun will 
continue in the evening - venue tbc. 

I hope to see as many players as possible down and to 
raise lots of money for the hospital.             Mike Goff 

a bit of a risk taking a baseballer who’d never 
played slowpitch in his life, but Kjeld took to the 
sport like a Fish to water, managed not to kill (or 
even injure) anyone with his 89mph throw, and 
drew plenty of attention with not only his arm but 
some right-field hits that went further than even 
Alex ever managed, not to mention making a cou-
ple of dents in parked cars. Still, a softballer that 
parks their car in fair (yes, fair) territory at a soft-
ball tournament is asking for trouble, no matter 
how far from the plate! After making it through to 
the Cup on day 2, Fish 1 finished the weekend in a 
very respectable mid-table position in B comp. Fish 
2 finished in a similar position in C. 
Contributors: Di Maynard, Kellie Whitaker 



 

THE ALEX HALL CHARITY TOURNAMENT 1st June 2013 

ENTRY FORM 
      

Entry Fee £20 – Includes tourney entry, Alex Hall T-shirt & entry into the evening do,  
all profits going to Christies. 

 

Name____________________________________          Preferred Position 

 

Email Address ____________________________  Pitcher �  

         

Contact Number _________________________ Infield            �  

         

Address __________________________________ Outfield        �  

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ Shortstop      �  

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

T-shirt size (S/M/L/XL) ______________________ 

 

Which team do you play for ?______________________________________________ 

For how many years have you played?_____________________________________ 

In which division do you play ?_____________________________________________ 

  

 

 

Signature _______________________________________   

 

I want my donation to be gift aided           �  

I can’t play but would like to buy a T-shirt for £10 instead     �    

 

 
Applications can be given to the Alex Hall Tourney Team in the pub after matches on Tuesday 

& Wednesdays or posted to: 

             Mike Goff, 159 Northgate Road, Stockport, SK3 9NL 

All cheques to be made payable to The Christie Hospital 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For Admin. only, please do not complete 

 

Paid Cash              �  
Paid Cheque         �  
 
The name of Christie Hospital NHS trust’s charity is Christie Hospital Charitable Fund. This is registered with the 
charity commission as No 1049751.  All monies raised through the memorial fund with go directly to the Christie Hos-
pital Charitable Fund 
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Linked teams 

Parrswood groundsman Dave Letven has shared with MSL his dissatisfaction with the standard of pitch 
marking at the school, and has this week had an urgent crisis meeting with the company who are respon-
sible. The School contract the mowing and marking to a company, which has unfortunately given much 
cause for complaint this season. Among the problems are 

⊙ Base lines not at right-angles on pitch 6 

⊙ Batter’s boxes not lined up with home plate on pitch 1 
(pictured) 

⊙ Lines drawn through the middle of the bases on pitch 
7, on which as Tony Stonard opined “There is barely a 
correctly drawn line!” 

Your league head will be up early this Tuesday to “advise” 
on pitch markings. But players and umpires should feel 
free to report any shortcomings. 

Problems with PW pitch markings  

Photo: Ian Williams 



Week 5: 21/22 May 
Division 1 
Camels @ Greensox (6) Overall record 0-11, last meeting 
1 June 2011, Greensox won 18-3 (5 inns). The Sox’ record of 
never having lost to the Camels is one of just two perfect records 
between teams that have played each other a significant number of 
times (say, more than 5). The other was extended to 12-0 on open-
ing day this season, when the Mavs beat the Mutineers. 

Mavericks @ Lightning (5) Overall record 1-0, last meet-
ing 25 April 2012, Mavs won 20-10. 
Outlaws @ Lions (7) Overall record 3-6, last meeting 22 
August 2012, Outlaws won 12-7. It was a season of two halves 
for the Lions last year: after winning their first six games to top 
the division, they then had three streaks of three losses, punctuated 

by just three more wins. The defeat by the Outlaws in August – 

the second of the season – came in the middle of their third 3-loss 
streak, and they would complete their season the following week 
with another defeat to end up with a .500 record, unimaginable 
back in June.  

Thunder @ Dodgers (9) Overall record 2-5, last meeting 
29 August 2012, Thunder won 10-4. The final game of last 
season was a battle for 5th and 6th place as a win for the Dodgers 
would have seen them leapfrog Thunder into 5th place. But it was 
not to be as the Thunder bats woke up after a sluggish start to 
turn the jammies’  2-1 lead after three innings into a 10-4 loss. 

Division 2 
Outlaws II @ Dragons (2) Overall record 4-4, last meeting 
20 June 2012, Dragons won 11-9. 
Speeders @ Meerkats (3) Overall record 3-0, last meeting 
22 August 2012, Speeders won 18-6. 

Storm @ Bullfrogs (PW7) First ever meeting. 

Tigers @ Mayhem (4) Overall record 1-4, last meeting 28 
August 2012, Mayhem won 19-12. 

Division 3 
Blue Gnus @ Drizzle (8) First ever meeting. 

Enforcers @ Hurricanes (3) Overall record 5-2, last meet-
ing 3 July 2012, Hurricanes won 15-12. 

Hackers @ Pirates (4) Overall record 2-1, last meeting 4 
September 2012, Hackers won 14-13. OK so there’s no connec-
tion between the original Platt Fields Pirates and the current 
team of similar ilk, but the Hackers v Pirates fixture is remarkable 
for being one of the oldest of which we have any record (Pirates 
beat Hackers 16-12 on 19 May 1993, almost 20 years ago to the 
day) and also unofficially the biggest winning margin, as Pirates 
beat Hackers 62-2 on 20 July 1994 according to a scorebook in 
your editor’s possession, but a year before official records begin. 
The official record is 59, a winning margin achieved on two occa-
sions by the Mavericks, before the run-ahead rule was introduced. 

Division 4  
Mayhem II @ Phoenix (2) First ever meeting. 

Moorkats @ Camels II (6) Overall record 1-2, last meeting 
7 August 2012, Camels won 20-3 (6 inns) 

Wildcats @ Barflies (7) First ever meeting. 

Next week’s games 
LAST week’s easy question described how with 
a runner on 2nd and less than 2 outs, the batter, 
who already has 2 strikes against them, hits a 
pop fly which is caught in foul territory by the 
1st base fielder. The runner on 2nd then runs to 
3rd. The fielders complain that a runner can’t 
run on a foul ball. Are they right? 
No, they are wrong. This is a situation where the 
fielder would have done better to ignore their in-
stincts and let the ball drop to the ground: foul ball 
third strike, dead ball. Once the fielder caught the 
pop fly, the runner was entitled to tag up and then 
run for 3rd.  
Now here is last week’s tricky question again: A 
runner at 3rd base is hit by a batted ball whilst 
off the base (running to home) but in foul terri-
tory before the 3rd base fielder has an opportu-
nity to make a play.  The ball is deflected into 
fair territory inside the diamond where it is 
then first touched by the pitcher. There is no 
runner on 2nd. Is it (a) out for interference and 
ball remains live, (b) out for interference and 
ball becomes dead, (c) foul ball, (d) live ball with 
no call from the umpire?   
Actually, this question isn’t so tricky after all. As 
soon as the ball hits anything in foul territory—
player, umpire, coach, fence—it is a dead ball. So the 
correct answer is (c). All that business about fielders 
having an opportunity to field it and whether or not 
there’s a runner running to 3rd would be relevant if 
the ball was fair, but not in this situation. 

This week’s posers 

Easy: Without looking it up: where should the 
batter’s feet be with respect to the batter’s box 
(a) before the pitch, (b) when they hit it? 

Tricky (actually not tricky, just a rule that you 
might not know about): It’s a cold, wet miser-
able day (imagine that) and the pitcher is strug-
gling to get a grip on the ball, so the next in-
ning he comes to the plate wearing a batting 
glove on his pitching hand. Is that allowed? 

Daft rules: what are they for? 

A runner can be called out if, while running the 
bases, they remove their helmet. If it falls off, 
that’s not a problem, but if they take it off, they 
are out. Leading BASU umpire Chris Moon ex-
plains: “It’s for the sake of the fielders: they 
have seen a runner on base wearing a helmet. 
Having fielded the ball in the heat of the mo-
ment they will now be looking for a helmeted 
runner.” 
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Blu corner 



P A G E  1 1  

Division 1 
Female 
Michelle Fisher (LIO) ................................................ 2 
Jo Booth (MAV), Lindsey O’Farrell (LIO), Kay 
Whitehead (GRX) ...................................................1 

Male (Leading scorers) 
Ross Birch (GRX) ....................................................... 3 
Luis Congote (OUT), Danny Gunn (GRX), Paul 
Kidley (GRX), Tyler Lappage (DOD), Gordon 
Milson (LIO), Andy Rawson (OUT), Ed Wat-
kinson (LIO) ............................................................2 

 
Division 2 
Female 
Beth Arrowsmith (OU2) ........................................... 1 
Male 
Anthony Garcia-Reyes (MHM, 2GS) .................... 4 
Derek Jones (MHM) .................................................. 3 
Steve Bartlett (STO), Lee Coupland (MKT), Char-
lie Everitt (BUL, 1GS), Adam Faloona (BUL), 
David Jefferay (DRA), Shawn Khwaja (MHM), 
Andi Marshall (MHM), Gary Moors (BAT) .. 2 

Ian Caird (STO), Jeremy Fothergill (BUL), Sean 
Girty (SPE), Rolf Herbert (OU2), Steve Kellett 
(BAT), Chris Lennon (SPE), Mike Lott (SPE), 
Uric Nartey (TIG), Matt Ruff (MKT), Jerry Sea-
bridge (BAT), Greg Spiers (OU2), Sam Taylor 
(TIG) ........................................................................ 1 

 
Division 3 
Female 
Kristy Lavin (ENF) .................................................... 3 
Male 
Dave Harper (HUR, 1GS) ..........................................8 
Darren Corner (GNU) ............................................... 5 
Brad Flanaghan (ENF), Greg Howard (ENF) .... 3 
Gavin Whitaker (HUR) ............................................. 2 
Justin Davies (HAC), Mike Draper (GNU), Ian 
Radford (GNU), Pete Rushden (HAC), Gary 
Sugden (GNU) ........................................................1 

 
Division 4 
Female 
Nat Bowman (CM2), Steph Hallows (WCT), Nicola 
Whittingham (BFL) ...............................................1 

Male 
Dave Dean (BFL) .........................................................6 
Dan Jarman (CM2), Karl Pilkington (WCT) ........2 
Matt Arrowsmith (WCT, GS), Mark Brennan 
(MM2), Ed Covington (WCT), Alan Davis 
(CM2), Andy Gardner (MM2, GS), Ben Hughes 
(PHX), Craig Lawson (CM2), Neil Love (WCT), 
Chris Smith (BFL), James Wooderson (PHX), 
Jonathan Wrigley (MK2) .....................................1 

 
 

Last week’s MVPs 
Camels Rach Gavaghan, Elieser Dorronsoro 
Dodgers Nicola Duerden, Tyler Lappage 
Lightning Jo Gardner, Colin Carmichael 
Lions Lins O’Farrell, Ed Watkinson 
Mavericks Pamela Bauer, Rory Lynch 
Mutineers Beth, Joe 
Outlaws Jade Shaw, Luis 
Thunder Areej Almaazi, Andy Grose (DRZ) 
 
Bats Morag Thomas, Jerry Seabridge 
Bullfrogs Clare Heathcote, Adam Faloona 
Mayhem Rachel France, Andi Marshall 
Meerkats Sonia Hine, Lee Coupland 
Outlaws II Beth Arrowsmith, Greg Spiers 
Speeders Julie Lott, Mike Lott 
Storm Carolyn Barratt, Steve Bartlett 
Tigers Deb Cantu, Karl Pilkington 
 
Drizzle Carolyn Barratt (STO), Nathan Barratt 
Enforcers Kristy Lavin, Brad Flanaghan 
Gnus Kay McGuiness, Phil Cosgrove 
Hackers Helen Doogan, Pete Rushden 
Hurricanes Kellie Whitaker (THU), Gav Whitaker 
Pirates Morag Thomas, Matt Jacobs 
 
Barflies Hayley-Jane Sims, Dave Dean 
Camels II Ange Thompson, Craig Lawson 
Mayhem II Maria Allen, Steve Beddows 
Moorkats Claire Thomas, Mark Heywood (MKT) 
Phoenix Michaela Martin, Simon Ronksley 
Wildcats Anu Guleria, Dave Wareham 
 
All names are reproduced here as they appear on the 
scoresheets. 

Home runs 

Pirates 2 0 4 7 0 4 2  19 
Drizzle 4 0 0 0 1 0 6 11  
Umpire Ange Killian; Pitch 3 
HR: DRZ Mark Griffin 

Division 4 
 

Barflies 2 0 2 3 0 1 2  10 
Phoenix 2 1 7 3 0 2 1 16  
Umpire Ian Williams; Pitch 1 
HRs: BFL Chris Smith, Dave Dean 2, Nicola Whittingham 
        PHX James Wooderson, Ben Hughes 

 
Camels II 0 1 0 0 2 0 2  5 
Mayhem II 1 2 1 1 1 0 x 6  
Umpire Tony Stonard; Pitch 7 
 

Moorkats 1 2 2  0  2  7 
Wildcats 1 7 3 11 x 22  
Umpire Pete Nightingale; Pitch 2; RAR 
HRs: MK2 Mark Heywood; WCT Neil Love, Matt Arrowsmith (GS) 

(Results—Continued from page 12) 



Results  

Three bottom teams in Division 4 are ordered on head-to-heads 
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Games played 7/8 May 
Division 1 

 
Dodgers 1 6 3 3 5 0 3  21 
Mutineers 1 0 2 1 1 0 2 7  
Umpire Harry Somers; Pitch 7 
HRs: DOD Tyler Lappage 2; MUT Ali Hallsworth 

 
Lightning 1 0 0  0  0  1 
Lions 5 1 0 10 x 16  
Umpire Dave dean; Pitch 9; RAR 
HRs:  LIO Lindsey O’Farrell, Michelle Fisher, Ed Watkinson 

2, Gordon Milson  

 
Mavericks 0 0 2 2 0 4 3  11 
Thunder 2 0 3 0 1 1 1 8  
Umpire Mark Sanders; Pitch 4 
HRs: MAV Pete Nightingale; THU Guy Hamer, Andy Grose 

 
Outlaws 2 0 1 3 4 2 2  14 
Camels 3 3 0 0 1 0 1 8  
Pitch 5 
HRs: OUT Luis Congote 2 

 

Division 2 
 

Bullfrogs 4 5 0 2 0 4 13  28 
Meerkats 0 5 2 6 1 0  0 14  
Umpire Mike Davies; Pitch 4 
HRs: BUL Jeremy Fothergill, Adam Faloona 2 
        MKT Lee Coupland 

 
Mayhem 3 0 4 0 1 0 5  13 
Bats 0 0 3 0 2 3 1 9  
Umpire Ross Birch; Pitch 3 
HRs: MHM Andi Marshall; BAT Jerry Seabridge 

 
Speeders 1  1  3 2 4 5 0  16 
Outlaws II 3 11 1 3  0 4 x 22  
Umpire Mike Goff; Pitch PW7 
HRs: SPE Chris Lennon, Mike Lott; OU2 Greg Spiers  

 
Storm 1 3 0 0 0 0 3  7 
Tigers 0 2 4 0 2 0 x  8  
Umpire Al Green; Pitch 2 
HR: STO Steve Bartlett 

 
Division 3 

 
Enforcers 3 5 0 12 5  25 
Hackers 0 0 2  0  0 2  
Umpire Ian Caird; Pitch 8; RAR 
HRs: ENF Greg Howard 2, Brad Flanaghan 3, Kristy Lavin 

2, Beth Arrowsmith 2; HAC Pete Rushden 
 

Hurricanes 2 8 4 6 0 3 2  25 
Blue Gnus 2 2 0 0 5 7 6 22  
Umpire Jeremy Fothergill; Pitch 4 
HRs: HUR Dave Harper 4, 1GS, Gav Whitaker 
         GNU Darren Corner 
 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

Standings 

  P W T  L F RS RC Pct GB 

Division 1 

Mavericks 3 3 0 0 0 44 21 1.000 - 

Greensox 2 2 0 0 0 56 15 1.000 ½ 

Outlaws 2 2 0 0 0 28 18 1.000 ½ 

Lions 3 2 1 0 0 54 26 .833 ½ 

Thunder 3 1 1 1 0 46 29 .500 1½ 

Dodgers 3 1 0 2 0 41 55 .333 2 

Camels 2 0 0 2 0 12 33 .000 2½ 

Mutineers 3 0 0 3 0 17 56 .000 3 

Lightning 3 0 0 3 0 14 59 .000 3 

          

Division 2 

Mayhem 3 3 0 0 0 68 27 1.000 - 

Bullfrogs 3 3 0 0 0 56 34 1.000 - 

Outlaws II 2 2 0 0 0 42 33 1.000 ½ 

Tigers 3 2 0 1 0 36 46 .667 1 

Storm 3 1 0 2 0 38 40 .333 2 

Meerkats 3 1 0 2 0 46 60 .333 2 

Speeders 2 0 0 2 0 23 31 .000 2½ 

Dragons 2 0 0 2 0 27 55 .000 2½ 

Bats 3 0 0 3 0 32 42 .000 3 

          

Division 3 

Hurricanes 3 3 0 0 0 65 34 1.000 - 

Enforcers 3 2 0 1 0 44 21 .667 1 

Pirates 3 2 0 1 0 42 33 .667 1 

Blue Gnus 3 1 0 2 0 54 46 .333 2 

Drizzle 3 1 0 2 0 31 50 .333 2 

Hackers 3 0 0 3 0 11 63 .000 3 

          

Division 4 

Camels II 3 2 0 1 0 46 19 .667 - 

Wildcats 3 2 0 1 0 41 41 .667 - 

Phoenix 3 2 0 1 0 46 45 .667 - 

Moorkats 3 1 0 2 0 40 54 .333 1 

Barflies 3 1 0 2 0 36 42 .333 1 

Mayhem II 3 1 0 2 0 27 35 .333 1 

 

► 

► 

► 

► 

▼ 

▲ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

 

► 

► 

► 

▲ 

► 

▼ 

► 

▲ 

▼ 

 

► 

▲ 

▼ 

▲ 

▼ 

► 

 

► 

▲ 

▼ 

▼ 

► 

► 


