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While we’ve been away ...

ith a very exciting season
entering the final few
weeks, there 1s still lot to
play for throughout the
Manchester Softball League.

After a close season in Division 1, the
Lions have pulled themselves to the
front after going on a 10-game un-
beaten run through June and July. The
only team that can now prevent the
Lions from taking their first league ti-
tle are the defending champions,
Greensox, who lie 1% games behind
with 3 games to play. Below the top
two, the division remains close with the
remaining four teams all still in with a
chance of finishing in the top three.

In the Playoft Division, there is an ex-
citing battle to decide which three
teams will move into Division 1 for
next season. Lightning, who have
opened up a 2-game lead at the top of
the table, look likely to take one of the
places, but behind them there are four
teams (Mayhem, Bullfrogs, Camels, and
Mutineers) fighting over the other two
spots.

[t is a two-horse race for the Division 2
title with the Meerkats leading the
Outlaws II by just 1 game. These two
teams are scheduled to meet on the last
day of the season in what could be a
winner-take-all encounter. At the other
end of the table, the last day of the sea-
son may also bring a relegation shoot
out with the Storm due to play the Bats
in a game that may decide which team
joins the seemingly doomed Dragons.

With only one round of games left in Di-

vision 3 the top two teams, Enforcers
and Hurricanes, are tied with a 10-4 re-
cord. Luckily they are scheduled to play
each other in the last game which will
decide the destination of the title. The
Blu Gnus, with a 9-5 record, have also
had a very successtul season. At the bot-
tom the Hackers have already been rele-

gated and will be joined by either Drizzle

or Pirates.

Division 4 is the only one where we al-
ready know who the winners are, as
Camels II wrapped up the title with a
couple of weeks to spare. Behind them
the Wildcats are favourites to take the
second promotion spot in their debut
season. Another team in their first sea-
son, Mayhem II, are likely to finish 3rd.
This season the teams in Divisions 8 and

4 plus three guest teams are also compet-

ing in a Cup competition on alternate
weeks in July and August. The Cup has
now reached the semi-final stage with
Hurricanes, Drizzle, Wildcats and Drag-
ons still in with a shot at the trophy.
And finally the weekend of 8rd/4th Au-
gust saw a great turnout to the annual
Manchester Tournament so a big thank
you to all the teams who came from all
over the country and to everyone else
who helped to make it run smoothly.
The final was contested between Man-
chester’s two top teams, with the Lions

prevailing for the first time at their home

tournament.

Adam Roberts

No.334

THIS WEEK’S

GAMES

Division 1

LIO v GRX (2, DD)
MAV v THU (7, PJ)
OUT v DOD (6, TLF)
Playoff Division

LIG @ BUL (PW7, CH)
MHM @ CAM (3)
TIG @ MUT (4, DS)
Division 2

SPE v OU2 (tba, HS)
STO vDRA (9, CD)
MKT v BAT (5, AG)

Division 3/4 Cup

Semi finals
HUR v DRZ (7, JF)
WCT v DRA (6, IC)

Placings games
GNU v MM2 (8)
HAC v PIR (4, TS)
MK2 v SHK (3, LA)
CM2 v ENF (1, MG)

MED v PHX (2)
458 v BFL (5, RH)
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Birthdays

Sunday Siobhdn O’Shaughnessy (Moorkats)

Tuesday Phoenix Chow (Pirates), Andrea Dee
(Mavericks)

Thursday Steve Aguirre (Wildcats)

Friday = Sam Wrench (Bartlies)

Saturday Mark Brennan (Mayhem II), Grant
Hodnett (Speeders), Oscar Marenco
(Lightning), Chris Newham (Drizzle) .

Transfers

Michelle Fisher Lions to Outlaws, July 29.
Niemeh Moetamedi Speeders to Phoenix, July 29
Clair Shaw Enforcers to Phoenix, July 30
Hannah Kirkham Storm to Drizzle, July 30
Andy Grose Drizzle to Thunder, August

New captains

Ange McArt has taken over from Robert Powell as
Colt45s captain for the remainder of the season.
Her email address is angemcart@googlemail.com.
And due to holidays, Ian Radford will take over as
captain of the Hackers for the remainder of the sea-
son. His email is lan.Radford@jicrss.co.uk.

Camels-Mutineers

Official announcement

Regarding the Camels-Mutineers game of July
17th, after which an incorrect scoresheet was
submitted, the Exec have decided to declare the
correct result but deduct the Camels a point for
continuous failures and also to warn the Muti-
neers to be more careful in future. This maintains
the integrity of allowing a result to be recorded
correctly as well as backing up the rules we have
in place.

Comment

Since incidents of this nature, and lesser inci-
dents such as failure to hand in team rosters or
pay match fees in a timely fashion, unfortunately
continue to occur, and given the unnecessarily
unwieldy process of official investigation which
on this occasion regrettably dragged on for far
too long, the Exec will be looking from next year
to establish a roster of set penalties for these
kinds of infractions, with further investigation
allowed on appeal.

Home run queen

HE Meerkats” Debbie Taylor scored three
homers in a single game last week, the
first female (we think) to achieve this feat
since records began. Mike Lott takes up the
story.
Debbie returned to the Meerkats this season after a
short while oft and this was her seventh game
back. Debbie had been batting well but on Wednes-
day everything clicked. Leading off in the first she
hit a ground ball between short-stop and third and
she made first comfortably, going on to score. In
the second inning our number 10 batter made it to
first and Debbie stepped up to smash the ball over
centre left for a home run. In the third inning she
came up to bat with runners on first and second;
she proceeded to hit the ball over second and the
ball hit the centre-right fielder on the leg allowing
Debbie to run home. With no turn at bat in the
tourth she stepped up to much anticipation in the
titth with a runner on first and hit a ground ball
between short and third. The fielder managed to
stop the all but was unable to make the play due to
Debbie’s pace. Se went on to score again.
Her final at bat was in the sixth with 2 outs, no one
on base and Meerkats were 1 run away from win-
ning by a slaughter. Debbie proceeded to hit the
ball right over the pitcher’s head to end the game
fittingly with a walk off home run. Her final batting
stats were 5 at bats, 5 hits, 5 runs, 1.000 on base,
2.800
slug-
ging
and the
best
batting
per-
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Lions win Manchester Tournament

AVING never won Manchester tournament, this year the Lions were determined to go one
better than our previous best of runners up. The schedule looked tough with us being placed in
the ‘group of death” which included the Brewers, Hairy Coos, Mavs and Dodgers. Even the two
8:30am starts didn’t put us of, although the 8:30am start on the Sunday proved too much for
Kris Hadwin after only getting home at 6:30am from his night out on Saturday. Despite having his top on
inside out all day he managed to put in a sterling alcohol-fuelled performance.
The first day flew by with us beating the Dodgers, Mavs and Brewers and finishing top of the group with
a 3-1 record. With the wins against the Mavs and Brewers carrying over it put us in a strong position for
day 2.
Su}rflday proved another good day for us where we finally found some true batting form, initially seeing off
the Rally Caps and Thunder, before giving the Outlaws a lesson in base hitting. The Outlaws game even
saw Ange Killian making her debut at short stop — something she has nagged Gill Watkinson about for
the last 10 years! Charlie Everitt soon realised he needs to put in a few more years of moaning before
making his debut there. At the same time One Can proved men can play first just as well as the ladies.
The Bees were the next on the hit list: it was a close game which we won 6-4 giving us a record of 6 wins
and no losses. This set up a semi-final against the Legends of Filth who must have had one of their best
ever Manchester tournaments. Being behind for most of the game by 1 or 2 runs it was only in the later
innings that the Lions found some form and took the lead to win in a very close 4-3 game. They are defi-
nitely a team to be respected in the future.
The Greensox beat the Brewers in the other semi to set up a classic Manchester derby final. As always,
any final between Greensox and Lions isn’t without drama, and with both teams playing well it came
down to the wire. The momentum swung both ways with the Sox taking an early lead, the Lions them
bouncing back to take a 5-3 lead. Just as we had the upper hand, the Sox responded scoring 5 in one in-
ning. It was nip and tuck with both teams fielding really well. Trailing 8-5 in the top of the 7th inning, a
Red Bull-fuelled Hadwin hit a single, followed by April Hutchen who hit a single and then an overthrow
at 2nd base allowed Hadwin to move to 8rd. Ben Woods hit a single to right field, before Ed Watkinson
came up and hit a right-field triple scoring 2 runs, tying the game and putting the go-ahead run on 3rd.
Hiroe Ryan scored the run putting us a single run ahead going into the bottom of the 7th. The Lions
were faced with the top of the Sox batting order, Ben March the lead off hitting a single after which Lee
Englestone made a diving catch behind 2nd base to take the first out. With Ross Birch up to bat, and be-
ing the winning run things were tense as everyone knew he could put it over the fence. Thanks to some
smart pitching by the racing snake he thankfully grounded out to 2nd. However Ben managed to outrun
the throw advancing to 2nd leaving the winning run on 1st. Under pressure the next Sox batter hit a
deep fly ball to Hadwin in right centre. Ben ran on the catch and with Hiroe poised at 3rd ready for the
tag Hadwin made the throw. Trying to stop on 3rd, Ben’s foot came oft the bag and a very game-aware
Hiroe made the tag. Three outs and “ball game” was called. With lots of new players in the squad this
year and starting the tournament with the attitude to have fun and mix things up this really was a great
result for the Lions and a true team performance. The final score was a nail biting 9-8, with Ed and Hiroe
getting MVPs.
Without exception, everyone played their part and had some great plays and at bats. The weekend had it
all with everything from Ben going down like he had been shot after taking one in the knee from Ben
March (and we all know how hard he hits the ball) to great catches
made in the outfield by Charlie Evertitt, Chris Fulton, Kris Hadwin, Mi-
chelle Watkinson, and Kim Pfeifter. Witty Woo played her part in get-
ting the team through to the semis with a rock solid weekend on 1st
base and some super left-field line drives. Lins O'Farrell and Ange had
great at bats at key moments, Both April and Hiroe made some super
stops at 3rd base and there was some first class pinch hitting by people
and getting on base when needed. Ed put one over the fence on the
show pitch and Lee put in his usual textbook performance at short stop.
There were lots of firsts: first ever win of this tournament, first tourna-
ment for baby Holly, first time for Ange at shortstop, first home run for
a player dressed in a full Lion suit (pictured). Ed Watkinson
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Finding umpires for Wednesday games

Dave Wareham considers a recurrent problem ...
VER the last few years we've been successful in increasing the percentage of Wednesday
games with a neutral umpire, but that progress has always been dependent on a small number
of individuals, and with some of those people unavailable this season we have had a bad year,
with some teams not seeing an umpire for weeks at a time. The issues around getting enough
people to act as umpires on a Wednesday are not new, but as we've had a particular problem this year I
think it’s worth looking at them again, and possibly even doing something about them!

The two main problems are:
(1) Most of the umpires we have are also experienced players who are usually playing on a Wednesday.
(2) The current league system means that for most of the season there are no “resting” teams on a
Wednesday, so we don't get umpires that way.
The possible solutions are also fairly well known, and some are used in other leagues, but each have
problems associated with them:

Potential Solution

Problems

(1)

Split the playing night for Divi-
sions 1 and 2 so more experienced
umpires are available. We could
either play games on a Thursday or
change the system so for example
Divisions 1 and 3 or 4 share a play-
ing night and so do 2 and 3 or 2
and 4.

This doesn’t work well with the Playoft
Division as teams would have to
change their playing night part way
through the year. It may reduce the
social interaction between people who
play in different divisions / on different
nights.

Make providing umpires compul-
sory / punish teams that don’t pro-
vide them.

This stops the umpires from playing
unless combined with 1 above. If you
award or deduct points for the (non-)
provision of umpires this means that
results on the pitch may not decide
who wins the league (though of course
this is already true as we deduct points
for other non-playing sins).

Change the playing structure so
that there are resting teams each
week.

This would reduce the total number of
games played in a season, and might
not actually reliably provide enough
umpires unless combined with some
degree of compulsion.

Increase the supply of umpires by
training up more people.

This is the course we have pursued
over the years and it has helped, but
the people that train as umpires tend to
be the same people who are keen on
playing, so they tend to get better as
players and gravitate towards playing
on a Wednesday.

Recruit umpires from outside the
sport: BSUR have recruited coaches
from other sports, could we get
match officials?

We have tried to recruit baseball um-

pires in the past without success. Peo-
ple coming in from other sports would
have no feel for the game.

Do nothing

We will never have enough neutral
umpires.

To be continued ...



Next week’s games

Week 18: 20/21 August
Division 1
Outlaws v Mavericks (4) Overall 2-9; this season
1-1: 10-11 (8 inns, 5 June), 14-12 (17 July)
Lions v Dodgers (3) Overall 15-4; this season 2-0:
21-8 (1 May), 21-6 (5 inns, 17 July)
Greensox v Thunder (7) Overall 7-2; this season
1-1: 7-3 (19 June), 18-25 (17 July)
Playoff Division
Mutineers @ Camels (6) Overall 5-8; this season
1-1: 25-8 (5 inns, 19 June, Div 1), 11-18 (17 July)
Lightning @ Tigers (5) Overall and this season 1-
0: 18-3 (5 inns, 17 July)
Bullfrogs @ Mayhem (9) Overall and this season
1-1: 12-7 (5 June, Div 2), 7-12 (17 July)
Division 2
Outlaws II v Storm (PW7) Overall 8-2; this sea-
son 2-0: 20-17 (1 May), 21-15 (17 July)
Dragons v Bats (PW6) Overall 1-7; this season 2-
0: 13-19 (5 June), 17-21 (17 July)
Speeders v Meerkats (2) Overall 3-2; this season
0-2: 19-27 (22 May), 10-27 (17 July)
Division 3
Enforcers v Hurricanes (4) Overall 7-2; this sea-
son 2-0: 36-19 (21 May), 14-13 (25 June)
Hackers v Pirates (3) Overall 2-3; this season 0-2:
10-14 (21 May), 8-16 (25 June) + this week’s cup
game
Blue Gnus v Drizzle (2) Overall and this season 2-
0: 18-4 (21 May), 13-2 (25 June)
Division 4
Colt 45s @ Mayhem II (7) First meeting
Moorkats v Barflies (1) Overall 3-1; this season 1-
1: 15-11 (23 Apr), 21-24 (28 May)
Wildcats v Phoenix (6) Overall 2-0 and this sea-
son 2-0: 20-5 (5 inns, 14 May), 19-11 (18 June)

Manchester Tournament

It was great to see softball teams from all over the
United Kingdom come together for the Manchester
tournament on the 3rd-4th August 2013.

141 games of softball were played throughout the
weekend, the majority of which were played in glo-
rious sunshine. Unfortunately the great Manches-
ter rain decided to save itself for the final, but this
didn’t stop a great game between two of Manches-
ter’s finest.

The results of the finals were as follows:

Rec Trophy: Meerkats beat Nottingham Cougars
Rec Plate: Dragons beat Didsbury Bats-Pirates
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Home runs

Division 1
Female

Michelle Fisher (LIO), Chloe Llewellyn (THU) ........ 2
Male

Danny Gunn (GRX) ...ccccooviiivniiiiiiic 13
Tyler Lappage (DOD) ..o, 12
Ross Birch (GRX, 1GS) ...ccovvieirirccercrereeeeee. 10
Playoff Division

Female

Emma Bennett (BUL), Alex Kenyon (CAM), Sarah
Marks (MHM), Claire Monaghan (TIG), Beth Row-

lands (MUT) ..o, 1
Male
Adam Faloona (BUL), Anthony Garcia-Reyes (MHM)
............................................................................................. 6
Joe Grantham (MUT) ..o, 5
Elieser Dorronsoro (CAM) ......cccovvveecneneeneencenns 4
Division 2
Female
Debbie Taylor (MEKT) ..o, 3
Beth Arrowsmith (OU2, 1GS) ... 2
Male
Steve Bartlett (STO, 1GS) ..o, 11
Sean Girty (SPE, 1GS) ..o, 10
Ben Buschini (OUZ, 2GS) ... 9
Division 3
Female
Rristy Lavin (ENF) oo, 3
Vicky Tunnah (ENT) ..o, 1
Male
Dave Harper (HUR, 1GS) ..o, 16
Greg Howard (ENT) ..o 9
Ste Haslam (GNU, 1GS) ..o 8

Division 4

Female

Nat Bowman (CM2), Sherry Kenyon (PHX), Steph
Hallows (WCT), Nicola Whittingham (BFL) .... 1

Male

Aleck Aspinall (MK2)

Dave Dean (BFL)

Rec Cup: Honey Badgers (Glasgow) beat Misfits
(Nottingham)
Comp Plate: Hairy Coos (Edinburgh) beat Leeds
Terriers
Comp Cup: Lions beat Greensox
Well done to all teams who took part in the tourna-
ment, and we look forward to seeing you all again
tor Firstball next year.
The weekend could not have happened without the
help of Janette Kearslake (volunteer) and Peter
Jones (umpire in chief): the time and dedication they
both put into the tournament both before, during
and after was amazing.

Sandra Jones - Tournament organiser



Results

Standing
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Full details of missing games will be
provided in next week’s issue

Games played 6/7 August
Division 1

Greensox 16 Dodgers 14
Pitch 9

Lions 7 Mavericks 2
Pitch 5, Umpire Tony La Fave

Outlaws 5 Thunder 19
Pitch 3, 6%z inns

Playoff Division

Bullfrogs 23 Tigers 4
Pitch PW6, Umpire Mike Davies

Lightning* 15 Camels 3

Pitch 6, Umpire Al Green, * home team bat-
ted first

Mayhem 10 Mutineers 25

Pitch PW7

Division 2
Bats 9 Outlaws Il 18

Pitch 2, 6%z inns

Meerkats 18 Dragons 3
Pitch 7, 6 inns (RAR), Umpire Peter Jones

Speeders 17 Storm 14
Pitch 4, Umpire Chris Harborne

Division 3
Blue Gnus 7 Enforcers 8

Pitch 1, 6% inns, Umpire Luis Arrevillagas

Drizzle 17 Hackers 15
Pitch 2, Umpire Mike Lott

Hurricanes 21 Pirates 5
Pitch 7, 6 inns (RAR), Umpire Jez Fothergill

Division 4
Mayhem Il 3 Camels Il 18
Pitch 6, 5 inns (RAR), Umpire lan Caird
Phoenix 10 Moorkats 7
Pitch 8, Umpire Ange Killian

Wildcats 34 Colt 45s 19
Pitch 3, Umpire Mike Goff

P W T L F RS RC Pct GB
Division 1
» Lions 15 12 1 2 0 231 115 .833 -
» Greensox 15 11 0 4 0 240 144 733 1%
» Outlaws %5 9 0 6 0 185 173 .600 3%
» Mavericks 15 8 0 7 0 153 141 533 4%
» Dodgers 15 7 0 8 0 183 203 467 5%
» Thunder 15 6 1 8 0 216 157 433 6
Playoff Division
» Lightning 7 6 0 1 0 92 34 .857 -
A Mayhem 7 4 0 3 0 83 84 .57
A Bulifrogs 7 4 0 3 0 73 59 571
Camels 7 4 0 3 0 8 72 571 2%
» Mutineers 7 3 0 4 0 77 79 429 3
» Tigers 7 0 0O 7 0 48 132 .000 6
Division 2
» Meerkats 15 11 0 4 0 256 205 .733 -
» Outlaws II 15 10 0 5 0 276 180 .667 1
A Speeders 15 6 0 8 1 198 242 400 5%
Bats 15 5 0 10 0 202 202 .333 6
» Storm 15 4 0 11 0 180 265 .267 7
» Dragons 5 1 0 14 0 154 308 .067 10
Division 3
A Enforcers 14 10 0 4 0 227 141 714 -
A Hurricanes 14 10 0 4 0 246 176 .714 -
Blue Gnus 14 9 0 5 0 217 140 .643
» Pirates 14 6 0 8 0 193 215 429
» Drizzle 14 6 0 8 0 150 220 429
» Hackers (R) 14 1 0 10 3 93 234 .071 10
Division 4
» Camelsli(C) 15 14 0 1 0 290 92  .933 -
» Wildcats 14 11 0 3 0 290 167 .786 2%
» Mayhem I 14 9 0 5 0 187 164 714 4%
A Phoenix 15 5 0 9 1 149 219 333 9%
Barflies 14 4 0 10 0 169 263 .286 9%
» Moorkats 14 2 0 12 0 145 258 143 11%
> Colt45s 4 0 0 4 0 30 97 .000 19%

In the POD, Mayhem above Bullfrogs on head-to-head, Camels deducted 1
point for breach of MSL rules.




