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50X forge ahead

hrough the wonders of mod- Wweek, against the front-runners, but

This week
Division 1
DOD @ MAV (4) BM
LIO @ OUT (3) AG

ern communications tech-  a win for either could be a big step THU @ GRX (2) PJ
. : : : : Playoff Division
nology and DaYld Dean, 1n. t}'lej right direction. gy
Bases Loaded is brought to  Division 2 saw an upset of sorts, as BUL @ LIG (7) RH
you this week despite the editor’s the Meerkats beat the league- MUT @ CAM (8) IC

Division 2
CLA @ GNU (PW7) CM
MKT @ SPE (6) RA
OuU2 @ STO (5) TLF
Division 3

BLX @ HUR (7) DD
ENF @ MHM (2) IW
PIR @ TIG (6) BA
Division 4

CM2 @ AMV (1) LL
MK2 @ DRZ (3) NG
PHX @ BFL (4) AK

temporary displacement in the land of leading Outlaws II to go one game
the rising and, at this time of year, de- behind, along with Speeders, who
cidedly hot and sweaty sun. beat the surely Tuesday-bound Blue

So, we gather, in what Mark Sanders ~Gnus. Speeders and Kats meet this
described a couple of weeks ago as the Wweek in a veritable 4-pointer.

title decider, Greensox held off the =~ Storm meanwhile put a bit more
Lions possibly with a slaughter distance between themselves and
(though, with the box scores not avail- Tuesday-night softball with an ex-
able, I am only guessing). In truth, the tra-inning win over the Clangers,
Lions’ challenge probably faded with ~ though there are still enough games
their loss to Thunder two or three left for the relegation battle to de-
weeks ago and, as the only team to velop into an intriguing tussle.

have beaten the Sox this season, itis  In Division 3, Mayhem returned
the Mavericks who take up the ba-  from their rest week to pick up the
ton as “main challenger”. They nar-  points against the bottom-placed
rowly beat Thunder 11-10, whilein  Pirates, while wins for the Blue-
the top division’s other game, Dodg- sox and Hurricanes give this

ers beat Qutlaws to go leave just one week’s encounter between these two
game between the bottom three. the air of, if not exactly a promotion

In the POD, both Lightning and decider then at least a promotion
Mutineers remain unbeaten, both ~ suggester.

winning by the same score, 14-10. One In Division 4, Barflies had it tough
of the so far winless Bats and Drag- against Camels II, while Drizzle
ons should break their duck this got their revenge against the 1-short
week. It’s early days, but it’s looking =~ Aarmavarx, and were grateful to
like a battle between the Camels and the Phoenix, whose defeat of the
Bullfrogs for the third promotion Moorkats makes it all very tight
spot. Both have tough games this just below the top.
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This week’s birthdays

Monday Simon Hepburn (Dodgers), Benkei
Johnson (Thunder)

Tuesday Jamie Clarke (Blue Gnus), Felix
Cotto (Bullfrogs), Cat Thornton
(Speeders), Mel Wright (Mutineers)

Wednesday Victoria O’Farrell (Greensox)

Thursday Fernando Ajmad (Lightning), Iain
Pearson (Dodgers)

Friday Sian Payne (Thunder)

Saturday Nick Tavner (Bats)

Sunday Rick Ainley-Walker (Bats)

On this day

The South Manchester Softball League Review
of 17th July 1996 featured an early version of
Blu Corner, in which readers were reminded by
Junaid Hallett of the Sabre Cats about rules
concerning where batters can put their feet
when they hit the ball. Junaid then discussed
the rule about running more than 3ft off the
base line, and asked abut runners overrunning
1st and then turning to head for 2nd: if they
overrun by a sufficient distance, they could be
more than 3ft off the natural line from 1st to
2nd, so if they avoid a tag should they be given
out? ... an interesting question.

Five years ago, The Review Vol 13 No 13, 17/18
July 2007, showed Greensox on top of Division
1 with a 7-1 record with Mavs and camels 1%
games behind. Speeders lead Division 2 with an
8-0 record (there was no Playoff division split
that year), while Clangers and Thunder jointly
lead the 3rd division both with 8-2 records. Carl
was the top tipster in a low-scoring week,
knocking DaveDean off the top. And this issue
also featured a full-page advertisement for Sub-
buteo Table Softball, with all league teams’ col-
ours available, such as the three shown below.

s 5 2
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Blue Gnus Mavericks Mutineers

Blu corner

Last week we asked the following question:

The ball is overthrown into dense under-
growth and runners are awarded two bases.
One of them misses a base, a fielder appeals,
but the umpire says nothing, ruling neither
safe nor out. Why?

It’s not a trick question, but a tricky one at
least. Take a look at ISF Rule 8 Sect. 9, Effect
9j-g, note 3:

DEAD BALL APPEAL. Once the ball has been
returned to the infield and “Time” has been
called, or the ball becomes dead, any defen-
sive team member in the infield, with or
without possession of the ball, may make a
verbal appeal on a runner missing a base, or
leaving a base too soon on a caught fly ball.
The administering umpire should acknowl-
edge the appeal, and then make a decision
on the play. [...]

NOTE: (a) If the ball goes out of play, the
dead ball appeal cannot be made until the
plate umpire places a new ball into the
game.

So, a legal dead-ball appeal can be made by
any player (including the coach) standing in
the infield, but only once the ball has been
returned to the infield, or a new ball put into
play. In our scenario, it is hinted that the ball
is lost in the undergrowth. No appeal can be
made until the ball is found or replaced!

Just one of those silly rules.

Now, this week’s question:

In Division 1, where a different ball is used
for male and female batters, the system is
that the 1st-base coach holds on to the ball
not in use, and exchanges it with the pitcher
as each batter comes up. Apparently there is a
problem with coaches throwing the ball into
the field before the umpire has called “time”.
While there have not so far been any inci-
dents reported in this connection, if the extra
ball were to affect play, what could the um-
pire call, and how could they deal with it?




Maich report
Bottle

Storm 16

CiCamels 14
Umpire Robin Arshamian; Pitch 2

STORM: Steve Bartlett (2B), Sian Davies (CL), Meha
Hindocha (RF), Susan McMorrow (1B), Tom Morphew
(CR), Angela Oates (C), Peter O’'Hare (SS), Matthew
Pull (LF), Tim Roberts (P)

CLANGERS: Philippa Bather (C), Mike Cooney (CL),
David Dean (SS), Fliss Fagean (EP), Mike Fildes (P),
Ann Gledson (1B), Lynne Howells (2B), Alex Kenyon
(CR), Di Maynard (LF), Gary Morris (EP), Anthony Pratt
(RF)

MVPs: STO Oates, Pull; CLA Howells, Fildes

A sudden upturn in form. A 2-game winning

streak to protect. Could Storm do it? Two be-
hind at the top of the 7th the depressions rallied
to level the scores. Then, with keen defence,
they shut out the lunar desert ships. Extra in-
nings! Storm put into action their new discov-
ery: base hitting. Three runs accumulated. And,
in the bottom half, the new found confidence in
the field restricted Clanger Camels to one run.
From never being in the lead against the com-
bative CCs, the meteorologicals had won.

A team effort with contributions from all with
bat and/or glove. Notable were Flange’s
(Angela Oates) handling of two infield flies and
Matt Pull’s left field catch for the final out. His
reward was a mixed blessing: breaking his
MVP virgin status but suffering an embrace
from Suicide Steve Bartlett which threatened
other aspects of his chastity. Two-out Tim
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Last week’s MVPs

Aarmavarx Beth Jarratt, Andy Smith

Barflies Andrea Watson, Chris Smith
Bats April Hutchen, Gary Moors
Blue Gnus Hannah Collins, Ian Mills
Bluesox = Kate Burlsem, Chris Canning
Bullfrogs Clare Heathcote, Jamie Johnson
Camels Isla Gemmell, Paul Fagan
Camels I Karen Davies, Jim Gunn
Clangers  Lynne Howells, Mike Fildes
Dodgers  ???, Ian Pearson

Dragons  Mel Richardson, Simon Evans
Drizzle Chloe Spencer, Gavin Whittaker
Greensox Linda March, Paul Kidley
Hackers  Lisa Jordan, Gary Sugden

Hurricanes Gill Roberts, David Harper

Lightning Jen Simmons, Steve Bennett
Lions Ed Watkinson, Lindsey O’Farrell
Mavericks Paula Watson, Pete Nightingale
Mayhem  Sarah Marks, Stephen Howard
Meerkats Debbie Tayloe, Mark Haywood
Moorkats Kath Whitehead, Ben Taylor
Mutineers Maz Yung, Duncan Jones
Outlaws  Nancy Bennett, Chris Walker
Outlaws IT Jackie Choudhury, Mark Buschini
Phoenix  Sandra Capper, Sean Murphy
Pirates Faye Woodhead, Daniel Pritchard
Speeders Emily Cobb (LIO), Stuart Collier
Storm Angela Oates, Matthew Pull
Thunder Sian Payne, Mark Griffin

Tigers Sharon Webster, Ed Covington

Transiers

Hayley-J Sims, Phoenix to Barflies, 3 July
Kathryn Mullin, Hurricanes to Lightning, 12
July

End-oi-season ball

THREE-COURSE DINNER
LIVE BAND AND DISCO TILL LATE
PRIZE GIVING — RAFFLE
BLACK TIE PREFERRED
Hilton Manchester, Deansgate

Saturday, October 27th
Tickets: £35

Tickets are still on sale from Kellie Whitaker,
payment by cheque (made out to “Kellie
Whitaker”) or cash on Tuesdays or Wednes-
days.

Please email jugsy44 @googlemail.com if
you have any queries or would like to confirm
your attendance.
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Home runs

Division 1

Female

Nancy Bennett (OUT), Chloe Llewellyn (THU),
Jade Shaw (OUT) coovvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeenn, 1

Male

Danny Gunn (GRX) ...cccceeiiiniiieeiiiiiieeeinieeeeennne 6

Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Chris Fulton (LIO, 1GS),
Chris Gresty (MAV), Mark Griffin (THU), Pete
Nightingale (MAV, 1GS) .....cceevevviveeeiecirieenennns 5

Paul Kidley (GRX) ...ceevereereiiereiieeeeeeeceeeeeeeeens 4
Adam Cole (MAV), David Dyson (DOD), Leo
Hernandez (THU), Tyler Lappage (DOD) ... 3

Ross Birch (GRX), Paul Finney (LIG, 1GS), Ali
Hallsworth (MUT), Wendell Jones (MAV, 1GS),
Andy Pfister (LIO) ..ccccoveeeeeciiieeiecieeeeeieeeen. 2

Steve Bennett (LIG), David Collins (OUT), Lee
Englestone (LIO, GS), Ben Glossop (MAV), Guy
Hamer (LIG), Zak Haq (THU), Simon Hepburn
(DOD), Brian Iles (GRX), Benkei Johnson
(THU, GS), Jamie Johnson (BUL), Davis Kirby
(MAYV), Gordon Milson (LIO), Andy Rawson
(OUT), Chris Walker (OUT) ..ccooevvvvvvevveeennnnnnn. 1

Playoff Division
Male

Jamie Johnson (BUL), Duncan Jones (MUT) ...3

Paul Fagan (CAM), Paul Finney (LIG, 1GS), Guy
Hamer (LIG), Jules Lane (MUT, 1 GS),
Chris Lennon (DRA) ....ceevveeeeeeeiirrreeeeeeenn. 2

Ashton Davies (DRA), Darrell Goh (BUL), Oscar
Marenco (CAM), Gary Moors (BAT), Jona-
than Reuben (BUL), Matt Richards (CAM),
Alex Shelton (CAM), Ian Williams (BAT, GS)

.................................................................... 1
Division 2
Female
Diana Maynard (CLA) ......ccccceevieeecieeeeieeeeeeennne 1
Male
Darren Corner (GNU, 2GS), Mark Heywood (MKT,
1GS), Chris Lennon (DRA, 2GS) .............. 5

Elieser Dorronsoro (CAM), Grant Hodnett (SPE),
Gary Moors (BAT), Alex Shelton (CAM, 1GS)

Jon Davies (SPE, 1GS), David Dean (CLA), Mike
Lott (SPE), Pedro Medinilla (BAT, 1GS), Pe-
ter O'Hare (STO) ..cceeveeevrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeneneeen. 3

Baljit Ahluwahlia (OU2), Simon Evans (DRA),

Greg Spiers (OU2) ...cccccevvveeeeecvreeeeeennnen. 2
Stuart Collier (SPE), Ashton Davies (DRA), An-
thony Dempsey (SPE), Matt Fairweather
(MKT), Sean Girty (SPE), Craig Hamnett
(CAM), Oscar Marenco (CAM), Andy Mar-
tinez (CAM), Ian Mills (GNU), Nick
Money (SPE), Matt Richards (CAM), Pete
Rushton (GNU), Jerry Seabridge (BAT),
Alex Timmins (DRA), Ian Williams (BAT)

................................................................ 1
Division 3
Female
Lisa Jordan (HAC) ....vevveveveeeeennnnnnns 1
Male
Anthony Garcia (MHM, 1GS) ......cccceeeuvreenn. 13
Chris Canning (BLX, 1GS), Dave Harper (HUR,
1GS), Rob Merga (BLX)......cccceeveeennnenn. 10
Wihan Lubbe (BLX), Richard Sarver (TIG, 1GS)
................................................................ 8
Alan Davis (CM2), Dave Griffith (HUR), Dan
Strosnider (MK2) .....ccooeeviveeeencineeeeecnnnen. 5

Ed Covington (TIG), Shane Coyles (PIR), Ian
Dixon (BLX), Neil Munro (HAC), Gary
Sugden (HAC) .coooevveeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeee, 3

Robin Arshamian (ENF), Tom Ball (PIR), Steve
Casey (TIG), Ian Dixon (BLX), Dave
Hamman-Smith (PIR), Greg Howard
(ENF), Steve Howard (MHM), Matt Ja-
cobs (PIR), Derek Jones (MHM), Karl
Pilkington (AMV), Ian Radford (HAC) ....

Jamal Benzafar (BLX), Jamie Broadbent
(BLX), Dave Eaton (TIG), Joe Garret-Kirk
(AMV), Simon Grainger (ENF), Craig
Hamnett (CAM), Tony La Fave (TIG),
Andi Marshall (MHM), Ed McConville
(TIG), Jack Miller (PHX), Sean Murphy
(PHX), Matt North (AMV), Andrew Smith
(AMYV), Lee Sutton (HAC), Jason Tennant
(DRZ), Steve Whiston (BLX), Gav
Whitaker (DRZ), Mike Williams

(PIR), James Wooderson (PHX) ........... 1
Division 4
Male
Dan Strosnider (MK2) ......cccoeeevvvrrrreeeeeeeeennns 6
Karl Pilkington (AMV) ....cccceeeeeivieeeeeieeeenns 3

Joe Grantham (AMYV), Dan Jarman
(CM2), Nam Tran (CM2)

Alan Davis (CM2), Jim Gunn (CM2), Gav
Whitaker (DRZ), Loz Witczak (PHX) ........ 1
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Next week’s games (week 14: 24/25 July)

Division 1

DODGERS @ THUNDER (6) Overall record 4-1.
Last meeting 20 June 2012, Dodgers won 12-6.
Thunder never really got going as Dodgers scored
steadily to lead 6-1 after 3 innings in this bottom-of-
the-table clash.

LIONS @ MAVERICKS (2) Overall record 6-10. Last
meeting 20 June 2012, Mavs won 12-8. Two games
in a row against the top teams, saw the Lions’ first
and then second loss. The felines got off to a good
start, leading 3-0 after 1, but then the mavs levelled
it, and slowly pulled away in the later innings.

OUTLAWS @ GREENSOX (7) Overall record 1-6.
Last meeting 16 May 2012, Greensox won 14-12.
The Outlaws opted to bat first, despite being at
home, and got off to a decent start, 5-3 up after 2
innings. But then the greenies shut out their oppo-
nents for 2 innings, whole scoring 7 to tip the bal-
ance. The final score looks tight, but Greensox didn’t
need to bat the bottom of the 7th.

Playoff Division

BULLFROGS @ DRAGONS (8) First ever meeting of
the former More and C Lions.

LIGHTNING @ MUTINEERS (PW?7) Overall record
1-5. Last meeting 23 May 2012, Lightning won 9-5.
Mutineers scored 4 in the top of the 1st and then
nothing until the top of the 7th. Lightning got 2 back
and were also shut out, but only for 2 innings, after
which they got 3 in successive innings to take the
game beyond the pirates.

SPITTIN’ CAMELS @ BATS (5) Overall record 3-0.
Last meeting 20 June 2012, Camels won 12-10. This
game remained close throughout, although the Cam-
els had the edge. After 4 innings they were leading
12-10, and that’s when the scoring stopped for both
sides in this game of two halves.

Division 2

BLUE GNUS @ STORM (4) Overall record 2-2. Last
meeting 9 may 2012, Gnus won 19-18 (8 inns).
There’s not much between these two, but their last
meeting was memorable for the way the lead kept
changing hands, needing an extra inning to decide
the result, but also forgettable for Storm pitcher Tim
Roberts, who missed half the game when he was
carted off to hospital for stitches to a head wound.

MEERKATS @ CLANGER CAMELS (3) Overall re-
cord 1-0. Last meeting 6 June 2012, Meerkats won

33-18 (5 inns). A bit of a slugfest this, especially for
the Kats’ linked player Dan Strosnider, who at the
time had scored a homer every week, and managed
two in this game, including a walk-off grand slam.
Meerkats opened their account with a 13-run inning.
Clangers replied with 14 in the 3rd, and the market
comparers got another 10 in the 4th. The 51 total is
no longer the highest aggregate score this season, but
the Kats’ 33 is still the highest individual score, and
18 is the highest losing score in a slaughter so far this
term.

OUTLAWS II @ SPEEDERS (9) Overall record 4-0.
Last meeting 6 June 2012, Outlaws won 10-9. Out-
laws looked to be coasting to a comfortable win when
6 runs in the 4th extended their lead to 10-0. But the
shutout was avoided in the 5th, then 8 more in the
6th must have given the Speeders hope of collecting 3
points from the cops.

Division 3

MAYHEM @ TIGERS (3) Overall record 2-1. Last
meeting 24 April 2012, Mayhem won 13-9. Mosseley
never looked like losing this opening-day encounter
when they doubled their score in the 4th to take a 10-
1lead. Tigers got 6 in the 7th to narrow the gap, but
not enough to make Mayhem bat again.

HACKERS @ ENFORCERS (4) Overall record 1-0.
Last meeting 1 May 2012, Hackers won 11-8. Hack-
ers made the early running to lead 8-1 after 3. But the
next three innings saw the bobbies make a decent, if
ultimately in vain, comeback attempt.

HURRICANES @ PIRATES (1) Overall record 1-0.
Last meeting 8 May 2012, Hurricanes won 21-6 (5
inns). The Canes’ 15-run 2nd inning was bettered the
following week against Drizzle, but was certainly
enough to blow the Pirates out of the water.

Division 4

BARFLIES @ MOORKATS (7) First ever meeting.
DRIZZLE @ CAMELS II (6) Overall record 5-1. Last
meeting 19 June 2012, Camels won 14-9. Camels bet-
tered Drizzle at the sixth attempt with 12 runs in the

first two innings, and then withstood the attempted
comeback.

PHOENIX @ AARMAVARX (2) Overall record 1-0.
Last meeting 19 June 2012, Aarmavarx won 24-6 (5
inns). Phoenix took a 3-0 lead, and it was 4-4 after 3,
but then successive 10-run blasts took the game away
from the firebirds.



Games played 10/11 July

Division 1
Lions 10
Greensox 25

Umpire Peter Jones; Pitch 9
HRs: GRX Ross Birch (GS), Danny Gunn, Paul Kidley 2

Outlaws 12

Dodgers 14
Umpire lan Caird; Pitch PW7
HR: OUT Chris Walker

Thunder 10
Mavericks 1
Umpire Tony La Fave; Pitch 7
HR: THU Mark Griffin

Playoff Division
Bats 10
Lightning 14
Pitch 5; HR: LIG Guy Hamer
Bullfrogs 10
Mutineers 14
Umpire Mike Davies; Pitch 6
HRs: BUL Jamie Johnson; MUT Duncan Jones 2, Jules Lane
Dragons 2
SpCamels 10
Umpire Al Green; Pitch 3
HR: CAM Oscar Marenco

Division 2

Meerkats 15
Outlaws Il 9

Umpire Mike Goff; Pitch 8
HRs: MKT Mark Hayward 2 (1GS)

Speeders 15

Blue Gnus 3

Pitch 4; HRs: SPE Nick Money; OU2 Baljit Ahluwahlia
Storm 16

ClCamels 14

Umpire Robin Arshamian; Pitch 2

Division 3
Bluesox 321 540 1 16

Tigers 100 201 2 6

Umpire Ellie Sagar; Pitch 3

HRs: BLX Chris canning 2, Rob Merga, Steve Whiston, Jamal
Benzafar; TIG Ed Covington

Hurricanes 2030032 10

Hackers 002 010 1 4
Umpire Nathan Gulam; Pitch 2
HRs: HUR Dave Giriffith, Dave Harper; HAC lan Mills (BAT)

Mayhem 2302035 15

Pirates 001 200 2 5
Umpire Jeremy Fothergillahlia; Pitch 4
HRs: MHM Anthny Garcia Reyes 2

Division 4
001 001 2
22 RAR

Barflies

Camels Il 030 748
Umpire Peter Jones; Pitch 6
HR: CM2 Jim Gunn

Drizzle 153010 28

Aarmavarx 6 00 1 7 RAR
Umpire Robin Arshamian; Pitch 1
HR: DRZ Gavin Whitaker

Moorkats 0111110 5

Phoenix 012214x 10
Umpire Pete Nightingale; Pitch 7
HR: MK2 Dan Strosnider

The Back Page

Standings
P W T L F RS RC Pct GB
Greensox 11 10 0 1 0 156 65 .909 -
- Mavericks 11 8 0 3 0 126 97 .727 2
% Lions 11 7 0 4 0 140 105 636 3
S Thunder 11 6 0 5 0 158 114 545 4
. Outlaws M1 6 0 5 0 121 101 .545 4
Dodgers 1M 5 0 6 0 116 124 455 5
Lightning 3 3 0 0 0 45 20 1.00 -
;s_? Mutineers 3 3 0 0 0 4 26 100 -
S sSpCamels 3 2 0 1 0 24 16 .667 1
E Bulifrogs 3 1 0 2 0 3 23 .33 2
§' Dragons 3 0 0 3 0 11 45 000 3
Bats 3 0 0 3 0 22 52 .000 3
Outlaws I 11 6 0 5 0 123 102 .545 -
o Speeders 11 5 0 6 0 149 132 455
;. Meerkats 11 5 0 6 0 139 147 455 1
S storm M1 4 0 7 0 130 165 .364 2
™ CiCamels 1 3 0 7 1 115 189 .273 3%
BlueGnus 11 1 0 10 0 114 198 .091 5
Mayhem 12 12 0 0 0 165 54 1.00 -
Bluesox 13 10 0 2 1 163 128 .769 2%
g Hurricanes 13 9 0 4 0 191 120 .692 3%
2 Tigers 13 8 0 5 0 159 140 615 4%
Z Hackers 13 7 0 6 0 167 128 .538 5%
Enforcers 12 5 0 7 0 188 129 417 7
Pirates 13 5 0 8 0 129 153 385 7%
Camels II 13 7 0 6 0 145 133 538 -
o Aarmavarx 13 5 0 8 0 172 167 .385 2
g- Moorkats 13 4 0 9 0 132 225 308 3
S  Drizzle 13 4 0 9 0 169 190 .308 3
= Phoenix 13 2 0 11 0 82 240 154 5
Barflies 2 0 0 2 0 6 31 .000

Thunder above Outlaws and Moorkats above Drizzle on head-to-

heads. Forfeited games are calculated as % of a game for GB calcula-

tion.
Full box scores when available




