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This week’s games

Including streaks, pitches and umpires

Division 1

GRX 3W @ MAV 1L (3, CE)
LIO 6W @ THU 3W (4, MG)
MKT 3L @ DOD 1L (9)

LIG 3L rest

Division 2

CAM 1W @ CM2 1L (9,MD)
MUT 1L @ SHA 1L (5,AG)
SPE 1W @ MHM 1W (6, IC)
MV2 1L rest

Division 3

BAT 6W @ DRZ 2L(7, BA)
PIR 1W @ RIP 3L (6, JF/KJ)
STO 1L @ TIG 3W (8, DD)
OUT 1W rest

Division 4

BLJ 1L @ REB 2W (3, TLF)
COL 1W @ PHX3W (1, LA)
ENF 2L @ MET 3L (2, SS)
FRZ 1L @ HUR 2W (7, PN)

HAC 3W @ BFL 1W (6, AR/DW)

TTN 10L @ VIP 2L (4, ML)

No. 400

Thunder go 1st as top four meet this week

HUNDER sit
on top of the
table for the
first time in
history after the tradi-
tionally slow starters
beat the Meerkats to
get their third win out
of three, with Green-
sox and Lions, who
have both already had
their rest weeks, re-
maining a half-game
back after seeing off
Lightning and the
Mavericks, respec-
tively. The champions
were first to the bar af-
ter taming the steers in
five innings 63333
reminiscent of the 1964

war film to post an 18-
3 mercy win. This week
sees the top two face
off, as well as an in-
triguing clash of 3rd
and 4th where the Sox
will hope to finally
square the league’s
longest-running series
in their 57th meeting
with the Mavs.

IN Division 2, May-
hem went top, pushing
the Mutineers into
second place in a thrill-
ing 13-12 win where
the lead, never more
than one run after the
1st, was exchanged
twice before a tense
7th inning, with the

Alex Hall teams announced
But it's not too late to enter

HE teams for

this year’s an-

nual charity
tournament/fancy-
dress party in memory
of softballer Alex Hall
to be played June 3rd
at Parrs Wood School
were announced by or-

ganiser Mike Goff on
Friday, giving players
plenty of time to pre-
pare their costumes
and confectionary,
which seem to get more
elaborate every year.

(Continued on page 5)

scores tied, saw
Mossley manage two
and then fend off the
Mutes’ home advantage
to scrape home. After
only three weeks, no
team in the division
has a 100% record,
Camels II losing theirs
to the Speeders
thanks to big innings
in the 2nd (8 runs) and
4th (12). But they are
still ahead of their sen-
ior Camels clubmates
who nevertheless made
up some ground as they
handed Mavs II a sec-
ond loss, sealed with a
punishing 10-run 7th
(Continued on page 4)

Black ninja cake, centre-
piece of 2014’s winning
picnic.

Photo Jim Marshall
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Match reports

Jays one short of
come-back against
one-short Canes

Hurricanes 4146065 26

S-Chris Newham (Bastiampillai
10

BlueJays 3601348 25
Umpire Dave Dean, Pitch 2
HURRICANES AB H BB R RBI
Jay Tennant (SS) 6 3 02 2
Janine Hickey (LC) 6 3 02 0
Adam Morrison(3B) 5 2 1 4 1
Lottie Edwards (C) 52 12 1
Harry Somers (RC) 5 3 13 1
Dilan Bastiampiullai (LC) 3 3 0 2 3
Becci Wadeson (LIG)(RF) 5 4 0 3 4
Mark Griffin (P) 4 4 15 9
Beth Werakso (DRZ)(1B) 4 3 1 2 1
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HRs: Griffin 3 (1GS)

BLUE JAYS

Simon Ronksley (P)
Kirsti Ahmed (2B)
Jono Wrigley (SS)
Lisa Weaver (CR)

AB
6
5
6
5
Taj Uddin (RF) 5
6
6
5
5
5

Jen Williams (LF)

Josh Steiner (3B)
Donna Crann (C)

Mike Fildes (CL)
Martine Knight (MHM)(1B)
HR: Uddin
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THE Hurricanes and Blue Jays
enjoyed a 51-run thriller as the
Jays almost completed a bril-
liant bottom-of-the-7th come-
back win, but the Canes, play-
ing one short, held out. It was
a pretty even start but in the
2nd the Jays got their beaks in
front with some powerful hit-
ting. Then the Canes came
right back at them, tying up
the score at 9-9 in the 3rd with
the newly transferred Mark
‘Griff’ Griffin getting the first of
three homers. It was then the
Hurricanes’ turn to forge ahead

with a 6-run bat-around includ-
ing a grand slam from Griff.
The Blue Jays were batting
steadily but not quite matching
their opponents, who had an-
other big inning in the 6th to
establish a 4-run lead, and after
scoring five more in the top of
the final inning, the weather-
men had what looked like a
comfortable 9-run lead. The
Jays pulled out the stops, scor-
ing eight but collecting two
outs in the process. Josh
Steiner came up to bat repre-
senting the winning run with
Taj Uddin the tying run on 1st,
smashed a fierce hit which was
scooped up athletically by
pitcher Griff and 1st base-
woman Beth Werakso made the
final out with a great stretch.
MVPs Hickey, Griffin (HUR);
Weaver, Ronksley (BLdJ)

Rebels up to third
with mercy win

Vipers 00021 3
Rebels 05454 18
RAR, Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 4
VIPERS AB H BB R RBI
Scott Barton (SS) 4 1 01 2
Sarah Douglas (C) 3 3 00O
Dave Warren (P) 3 2000
Katrina Rhead (LF) 2 0100
Stewart Pilling (2B) 32010
Claire Holden (RF) 31 000
Chris Wilson-Grady (CR) 3 2 0 0 1
VanessaNolan(3B) 3 1 00 O
lan Millar (CL) 3 2000
Mandy Ashton (1B) 21110
HR: Barton

REBELS AB H BB R RBI

Conor Battersby (LC) 4 4 0 1 3
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Hayley McTear (LF) 30110
Julian Jones (P) 32111
Emma Miller (3B) 4 0 00 O
Craig Lawson (SS) 32 14 2
Jen Douglas (2B) 4 3 01 1
Matt Thomas (1B) 3 2133
Lara Bragg (CAM)(RF) 1 1 2 3 1
ChuanFuYap(RC) 3 3 03 4
Caroline Jones (MHM)(C) 3 2 0 1 3

HR: Yap

The Rebels’ third game of the
season saw their defensive
skills re-emerge as they held
the Vipers to three runs in an
18-3 RAR victory. Chuan Fu
Yap continued his batting from
the previous week, batting
1.000 and scoring the Rebels’
lone home run of the game.
Conor Battersby also batted
1.000, as did guest Lara Bragg.
Caroline Jones once more
donned the green uniform after
being a regular fixture on the
field last season, and was good
defensively. Elsewhere in the
field Julian Jones kept his com-
posure whilst pitching, Hayley
McTear and Battersby had
catches in the outfield whilst
Matthew Thomas didn’t let any-
thing past him at first base.

A shout-out goes to Lee Ken-
drick-Walker for the helping
base coaching and scoring as
required. Emma Miller

AS Rebels came down from Di-
vision 3 last year and have, if
anything, strengthened their
team, we knew we were going to
be up against it. We had heard
on the grapevine though that
Hayley McTear was suffering
from scurvy, rickets and fallen
arches though so we held onto
that.

In the first inning, although we
managed to work through most
of our batting line up we failed
to score. We then defended
really well and managed a shut
out of our own. more of the
same I'm afraid in the 2nd: Re-
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Match reports
(Continued from page 2)

bels’ dominance showed as again
they managed to stop us getting

on the scoresheet whilst scoring

5 themselves. In the 3rd inning I
was starting to think we had left
our bats at home feeling as

Hayley McTear’s legs

though we couldn’t buy a run at
this stage. Even though we
fielded really well Rebels again
managed to put up a decent
score ending the inning 0-9.

The 4th saw our best batting
with a home run from Scott Bar-
ton, his third in three weeks,
bringing both himself and
Mandy Ashton home. Rebels
managed another 5 runs, again
even though we fielded really
well. In the top of the 5th we
managed to get a few on base
but Rebels again showed their
dominance, only a single run
from Stewart Pilling scored. We
needed to pretty much shut
them out to avoid the “mercy
rule”. There was some great
pitching, a few outs and loads of
banter, which even umpire Paul
Fagan joined in with. But the
Iinevitable happened with the
final score 3-18, with the run-
ahead rule applying.

All in all it wasa brilliant game:
both sides seemed to be thor-
oughly enjoying themselves. Re-
bels were just too strong for us.

What we lacked in experience,
we really made up for in enthu-
siasm and banter! Our team is
improving weekly so hopefully
we should chalk up a win or two
1n our next couple of games.

Dave Warren

MVPs Ashton, Warren (VIP),
Miller, Yap (REB)

Rippers battered

Rippers 103032 9

Bats 636423 24
RAR, Umpires Luis Arrevillagas, Mike
Davies, Pitch 6
RIPPERS

Paul Duffy (EP)
Sophie Temple (1B)
Ed Woodcock (P)
Beccy Cantrill (CR)
Nathan Brookes (SS)
Janette Rayton (3B)
Zac Rayson (CL)

Jo Nuttall (C)

Simon Sharp (2B)
Ellie Sams (EP)

Jon Cantrill (RF)
Laura Bintcliffe (LF) 0
BATS Jerry Seabridge (P), Di Charlton
(3B), Shawn Khwaja (LF), Sue Gibson
(RF), Max Fagan (2B), Beryl Lannin-
Jones (1B), Ross Birch (SS), Dawn Yates
(CL), Rich Toone (CR), Tracey Ashworth
(C); Sub Alex Bates (for Toone)

HRs: Birch 2, Seabridge

WHAT can we say about the
Bats? Not very much really as
we don’t know them very well
having never played them be-
fore, so we focused on analysing
what we did know about the
team. Ross Birch once gave us
some pitching coaching when we
were a newly formed team (he
was playing Div 1 at the time)
and we also know Shawn Koala
and Di Charlton (or as their ce-
lebrity couple name — Shart) so
we focused on them. Our plan to
sabotage their game worked to
an extent as we told Shawn that
if he fluffed his hits then Di

AB H BB RRBI
2
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would call the wedding off so
pretty much he hit nothing for
most of the game but little did
we know that he actually
wants to get married (fool) and
therefore he banjoed one in the
6th to cement his foolish love
for his betrothed. Di was really
going for the kill with her
swings and grunting heavily
which made our own Eddie
quite faint and flustered and
he had to sit down with a
damp flannel.

In the 1st inning, our first two
big hitters stepped up and im-
mediately were out: it was like
Paul Nuttal’s start to the elec-
tion campaign. Ed Woodcock
and Beccy Cantrill followed
with ground balls but at least
we advanced some bases. Na-
than Brookes stepped up on a
rare night off from his career
as a trumpeter and hit another
ground ball and with Jay Ray-
ton taking a walk we were off
the mark. Unfortunately the
ever faithful Zac Rayson hit a
grounder to 3rd base and the
fielder’s choice saw poor Beccy
heading for her glove. The
Bats came back immediately
and topped our one mighty run
with a massive six. The second
inning was very much like Pe-
ter Andre’s neck — non existent
—and to be honest I don’t want
to dwell on it too much. Jolly
Jo Nuttall hit a ball to 2B and
got flied out (but remains
Jolly), Simon Sharp (our
young new recruit) banged one
to right field but unfortunately
only got to 1st and then Ellie
Sams and Jon Cantrill took
outs in quick succession. Up
and down faster than Daniella
Westbrook’s career. The Bats
capitalised on this and hit an-
other three making it 9-1 at
the bottom of the 2nd.

We smelled mercy therefore

(Continued on page 4)
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Match reports
(continued from page 3)

and after threatening the Rip-
per players with mild violence
they came out fighting. Laura
Bintcliffe, Paul Duffy and
Sophie Temple started well
with Sophie getting greedy
and going for home against the
direct advice of her base coach
(who to be fair was Dave War-
ren and pretty drunk). With
Beccy getting picked off and
Zac popping it to the right
fielder, we finished with a
more respectable four. Bats
meanwhile scored six more so
we were left bereft with the
Bats clearly leading 15-4.

Okay — we reset and we knew
this was our inning but we
were wrong; oh so wrong and
we went three up, three down
with a ground out to pitcher, a
line drive to the shortstop’s
glove and a ground ball to the
same shortstop who was hav-
ing the inning of his life. So
nothing for us and the Bats
got another four: at 19-4 not
quite enough to mercy but get-
ting there.

There was no panic yet in the
Ripper camp (apart from our
spectator Dave Warren who
was down to his last can) but
we knew we were on the brink
of being mercied and so we
came out fighting again. Good
hits from Jon, Sophie and Ed
brought a couple more in but
with yet more ground balls to
the pitcher, we quickly went
out. Bats scored two meaning
we ended 21-7.

In the 6th inning, we were
holding on like Donald Trump
though and with a cracker
from Jay, we got another two
home but the greatest come-
back that softball has EVER
seen will have to wait, as it
wasn’t going to be our week.

With the score 21-9, Bats needed
only three to complete the
slaughter and they duly did.
Well done Bats.

We live to fight another week.
We apologise for the music: we
have fired Sophie as the Rippers’
resident DdJ as she has the musi-
cal tastes of a stone deaf 38 year
old child from Miami.

Bruce

MVPs Temple, Rayson (RIP),
Lannin-Jones, Birch (BAT)
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Thunder go 1st as top four meet
(continued from page 1)

inning. The two meet in the desert
derby this week.

WITH the Tigers resting in Divi-
sion 3, Bats took the opportunity
to go top with a run-ahead rule
win over the Rippers while
Storm lost an initially tight game
with the Outlaws: 8-8 after 6 in-
nings, but a 9-run 7th saw the
bandits more than double their
score, and then shut out the bad
weather. The milder Drizzle
would have done better against
the Pirates were it not for a 13-
run 3rd inning: that the final mar-
gin was just three runs says a lot
for Drizzle, who “won” the second
half 11-3, but the damage had al-
ready been done.

IN Division 4 it was “Slaughter-
house 5” as all but one of the
games failed to go the distance.
Phoenix @ Enforcers didn’t even
get started, as the lawmen, al-
ready forced to play one short, suf-
fered an injury in the warm-up
and had to forfeit: a friendly was
played instead. Hackers stay top
of the standings after seeing off
the Titans 24-7. Rebels shut out
the Vipers for three innings be-
fore allowing three runs and get-

Birthdays

Tuesday Joshua Greenwood
(Mavs II), Julie Lott
(Meerkats), Ben Wright
(Titans)

Thursday Liz Lyon (Mutineers)

Friday Tom Currie (Colt 45s),
Keiran Taylor-Thomas
(Camels II)

Sunday *Emma Carruthers
(Thunder), Stephen Howard
(Mayhem), *John Kaye (Colt
45s), Graeme Nickson
(Sharks), Harry Somers
(Hurricanes)

* Emma and John were born on
exactly the same day

ting the four needed in the
bottom of the 5th to secure a
15-run lead. Freeze got off to
a good start against the Colt
45s but then, well, froze, also
losing by 15. Mismatch of the
day was the Meteors who
managed four donuts in reply
to the Barflies’ 43 for the first
shutout of the season, but
more significantly surpassing
the previous record for the big-
gest winning margin with
RAR, from the notorious Out-
laws-Bats game of 2009 men-
tioned last week, and includ-
ing a 20-run 2nd inning, not a
record. Quite the opposite was
the Hurricanes holding on to
hand the Blue Jays their first
ever defeat despite playing
one short. The Canes led for
most of the game, and went
into the final inning with what
looked like a comfortable 9-
run lead, but the Jays made a
fabulous effort to reduce the
margin to just one run before
succumbing.
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Alex Hall teams announced
(Continued from page 1)

There will be the usual eight
teams, rather than the ten that
Mike originally hoped for, but
some of them are still short of
numbers, so we still need play-

ers to sign up.

Fun-filled softball
with new team-
mates

For those unfamiliar, with this
tournament, it commemorates
and raises money in the name
of Manchester softballer Alex
Hall (pictured above) who was
diagnosed with cancer at the
age of 29, and sadly lost a 9-
year battle with the disease in
2003. But during that time she
raised £29,000 for the Christie
Hospital, where she was being
treated, and in her memory, the
Alex Hall Fund was set up to
continue her work. Since 2005
it has organised a charity soft-
ball tournament.

The tournament, which has run
ever since, uniquely features
teams put together by the tour-

nament organiser, and so gives
players an opportunity to play
alongside their usual opponents
and against some of their usual
team-mates. It also gives newer
players a great opportunity to
play with more experienced
softballers. Teams are colour-
coded, and the highly collect-
able T-shirts (one or two stal-
warts claim, rather dubiously,
to have a full set) are included
in the tournament fee, which is
£20.

The other unique elements re-
volve around traditions that
have grown to be part of the
Alex Hall tournament, notably
the wearing of fancy dress, and
the fiercely contested picnic
competition, both themed to
reflect the colour-coded teams
which have just been an-
nounced. And then there’s the
much-loved tournament rule
allowing you to buy a “joker” to
force an incident—it may be a
grand slam homer, or an in-
ning-ending double play—to be
replayed. And it’s all for char-
ity.

Still time to sign up

If you have not yet signed up,

there is still
time to do so:
check out “The
Alex Hall Me-
morial Tourna-

ment” Face-
book, or contact
Mike Goff di-
rectly: tourna-
ments @
manchester-
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softball.co.uk. Meanwhile those
already on board, expect an
email from your captain any
time this week!

Captains

Blue Lagoon—Darrell Goh, Jo
Griffin

Mean 'n’ Green—Mike Davies

Alex’s Pink Angels—Vicky
Green

The Purple-headed Wombles—
Al Bruce

Amber Nectar—Leo Pearn

IncREDibles—Conor Battersby

White Weddings—Di Charlton

Yellow Bumblebees—Mike Lott

AmMXxXodd

POX LI

o

Below: Last year’s green team, the
Ninja Turtles Photo Martine Knight
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400th issue of the Review

OU are reading the
400th 1ssue of the
Manchester Softball

League Review, now known
as Bases Loaded. From the
start of the 1995 season we
had printed off a single
sheet showing results and
standings, but on May

24th a short round up of
results was added, and

the Review was born
(reproduced oppo-

MANCHESTER BQF TBALL LEAGLE

1ly accessible internet.

In 2008, with printing costs
soaring, and with a lot of
readers accessing the review,
now rebranded as Bases
Loaded, online, we took the

Sowlh Muyonvhesior Sobihall Leagoie Beyiew
Numbor 2—- 3t May e

site). The lead story
was a 37-37 tie
(still a record) be-
tween the Bats and

BASES LOADED

a weekly prompt giving the
download details of the latest
1ssue.

In some respects, the content
of the review has remained
steady. Its primary purpose
is still to be the journal of
record for results and
standings, home-run scor-
ers, and other details of
games, the archive to con-
sult when there’s a ques-
tion of a new MSL
record. The review
maintains its semi-
| official status vis-a-
vis the Exec, pro-

M16s in which Bats
were trailing by 17 '.'r
going into the final

R ITHLETE

Lasgan

moting our own

the Review

P Y e 1§
L JEaR

tournaments, con-

inning. 22 years and
399 issues later we

gratulating suc-
cesses at other peo-

Vel 12

|nmuig &
A0 21 Jurm

are still going more or
less strong.

AAANCHESTER SOFTILALL LESCLUE S WErLy

ples’ and, increas-
ingly often, praising
MSL players who

I wrote about the his-
tory of the Review as part
of a series “The MSL
years” in issue #305 (18.9,
12/13 June 2012) so won’t
repeat too much of it here.
Suffice to say it quickly
grew from its origi-
nal 2-page format to
typically 12 pages,
with match reports
and other contribu-
tions from many regulars,
and other occasional writers.
Most reports were witty and
irreverent. Articles were like-
wise, or quite often contro-
versial—sometimes both! In
2003, under Tony La Fave’s
leadership, we burst into col-
our, and the Review featured
cartoons and other articles
plundered from the now eas-

@' néﬁéﬁ

6“\

NCTIESTER
Vishome |5 Mussbas B
FOTEE o D
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'Bases Loaded

!
--""‘r himey ilnr e =t e BTV

Mastheads over the years

decision to stop providing
hard copy. But now since the
middle of last season, thanks
to our sponsors Midshire
Business Systems, we have
hard copy once again avail-
able in the after-match ven-
ues on three nights a week.
We also have a list of 151 on-
line subscribers who receive

have gained na-
tional recognition
with call-ups to the GB
squads, or acknowledgment
at the BSF annual awards.
The Exec still uses the re-
view to make official an-
nouncements, when
1t comes to discipli-
nary or other deci-
sions. But its pages
" are freely available
to all comers to express their
opinions, supportive or other-
wise, with no constraints
other than the refusal of ano-

nymity and the avoidance of
libel.

In recent years, the number
of match reports has some-
what declined: there are a
faithful few who provide a
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weekly report, now often with batting stats, Wednesday reading this—how about bash-
but these tend to be mainly from the lower ing out a few words when you get home that
divisions. Our top games are rarely reported,  evening, or in your coffee break next day?
and there is precious little about our frequent You know who you are.

and wonderful successes in tournaments up
and down the country (pace last week’s Dia-
mond 1 write-up, though Facebook posts sug-
gest that other teams, besides Team Tempest,
had a good weekend). So, anyone playing on a

So, as we head for issue #500 (by my calcula-
tions, somewhere around the end of the 2022
season) let’s drink a toast to Bases Loaded,
long may it continue!

Chat-lines

Story of the day must be ANOTHER TIED GAME. This time Bats and \\ I | h (l l'aWﬂl Sy ]" l) I() n] S

M16s shared 74 runs: Bats needed 18 to win in the last innings and

scored 17 as the game ended in darkness f‘ 9:30 e "day from Down Under. In an attempt to over-
Elsewhere Foghorns maintained their 100% record wi 99 come my - self-inflicted - lack of softball, |

win so far this season to go top of the 2nd League. "We've now won ; ; :
more games this season than the whole of last year, including cup thought | would find a pick-up game in one of

games!". Unlucky newcomers Mad Twattgrs were on the receiving Sydney’s parks. A number of factors have conspired to
end. From their position there's only one direction Fhe); ca: géo. make this difficult. it all goes back to the birth of this

0, i i = = AT
Lr;sa?éget?l:aoc?aﬁgrg::gg: ?I:;Etltte:ﬁ:;:rs; hzlt1 31 :owsr:ete:utgi’\?e horrig?sfox nation: the-y built it the wrong way round! They have
including two GRAND SLAMS, batting in 11 runs. the sun going round to the north. Granted there were
Mavericks gave Just Lust another defeat. “We're looking forward to extenuating circumstances as it must have been a
the second half of the season" say the Lusters. Highlight of the game nightmare to find honest builders when most of the
was apparently an immobile statue impersonation at 3rd by Maverick population were crims. And another thing: they de-

Beryl as a crucial fly came her way.

No fun for Rusholme as Ringway had them on the run (geddit?).
Apparently Funster Jonty got four consecutive homers, batting in 10

cided to have Christmas in the middle of summer. This
is rubbish! For a start there is no chance of a white

runs — amazing feat really as his team only scored 7 the whole Christmas when the festive snow melts as soon as it
game. Who got the other minus-3? hits the ground. And poor Santa: speeding from house
The other newcomers, TSBees buzzed their way to their first victory to house in his fur-trimmed suit carrying a heavy sack

over a depleted Hackers, who saved a few runs with a TRIPLE PLAY

(SS—2B-1B by Harry and the two rooky Wendys). Hackers are filled with toys. He must be sweating more than Scott

looking forward to the newlyweds getting back from the Caymans to from Neighbours in an all-male sauna. Then, with a

get their team into shape. distinct lack of gratitude, the kids open their pressies g
All these ties make it a bit hard for your reporter to figure thing‘f out, hours early.

BUT | think Funsters and Just Lust both have to win next week to One upshot of all this confusion i ! .
avoid the drop, and it's all pretty close at the top of League 2. The balt P p ’ PRTUSION I t.hat the_ Aussie soft:
fixture list looks like throwing up some nice needle matches in week 5 all season doesn’t get into full swing until October.

— maybe there'll even be some more tied games ... which is where we How do they cope with the basepaths covered in
came in. ‘ = fallen leaves and darkness closing in before more
Finally, if any members of your team would like their own copy 0 this thanacounte of inlngs h "
train-spotters guide — sorry | mean exciting results service — just tell P gs have been completed

them to give me their address and I'l include them on the mailing list Strewth, no V\!onder their sheilas are flocking to join
(courtesy of UMIST). the MSL: coming over taking our positions, grabbing
our precious stones, making off with our best blokes!
Lookit, fair bump mate, there are some good things.
With beer at six quid a pint you can get thoroughly
miserable without having to go through the drunken
phase first. Two-out Tim

Until next time this is the Rocking Professor signing off...

ABOVE: The first ever
Review, from May
1995, featuring a
round-up of the
previous week’s
games, with the
tagline (thankfully

, contribution, and a favourite of mine,
,‘j'“'°k'¥ dropped) ” from June 2011, when regular

Rocking Professor”. ¢, htributor Tim Roberts was in
RIGHT: A more recent  Australia.
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Softball development in the Northwest

aseballSoftballUK develop-
B ment staff in the North

West have had a busy time
lately, delivering on projects
planned during the winter months,
welcoming new players, working
with existing players, and mean-
while continuing to plan for the
next off-season.

In addition, staff have been facing
the challenge of finding new oppor-
tunities for funding.

The following projects focussing
mainly on softball are currently
being delivered or are in the pipe-
line.

Junior Baseball/Softball Clubs
Three junior baseball/softball clubs
are now being operated by local
teams. Coach-pitch is being used to
introduce the children in these
clubs, aged 7-11, to baseball and
softball, and there are weekend
training sessions and competitions
once each term.

The clubs and their locations are:
Urmston Ripper Nippers (Trafford)
(pictured), Didsbury Donuts
(Didsbury) and Altrincham Juniors
(Altrincham).

School Games
The Greater Manchester Sains-
burys School Games softball tour-
nament will take place on Wednes-
day 5 July, delivered by BSUK in
partnership with Greater
Sport.

Working with uni-
versities

BSUK staff in the North
West are continuing to

work with a range of uni-
versities in the area:

Softball sessions are being
run for University of Man-
chester staff, and a staff
team played over the win-
ter in the Manchester In-
door League.

The University of Manchester stu-
dent team, Maelstrom, played in
the Manchester Indoor League
and in some outdoor tourna-
ments.

The University of Salford Swifts
also played in the Manchester In-
door League and has gone on to
play in outdoor tournaments as
well.

The Eagles from Manchester Met-
ropolitan University Cheshire
(Crewe) have played in both in-
door and outdoor tournaments.

At the University of Bolton, ses-
sions are being delivered weekly
in term time.

Softball rookie sessions
These sessions are designed to
introduce slowpitch softball to be-
ginners, with a view to forming
new teams or recruiting for exist-
ing ones.

Rookie sessions are being run for
the Manchester Softball League
and additional sessions will be run
in Trafford in June.

Linni Mitchell said, “Introducing
softball to adults trying it for the
first time at our rookie sessions
and beginners’ tournaments is
good fun, and it’s great to see soft-
ball continuing to grow and thrive
in the North West."

Tournaments

BSUK staff are delivering various
slowpitch softball tournaments to
complement the traditional softball
calendar, catering mainly for begin-
ners but also for players up to Na-
tional Softball League level.

The North West Series has brought
two new tournaments to the calen-
dar, providing new teams with one-
day opportunities to play in May
and July.

The LGBT Charity Tourna-
ment,held last weekend, 1s now in
its third year, and was expecting a
record number of teams.

The Insurance Institute Tourna-
ment, a closed tournament for the
local insurance industry, will be run
on 4 August.

St James’s Place, an open, fun and
fundraising tournament organised
in partnership with St James’s
Place Wealth Management, will
take place on 19 August.

This is an abridged version, focus-
sing on softball, of an article pub-
lished on the BSUK website. For the
full report, go to
www.baseballsoftballuk.com/news/
view/development-projects-for-
baseball-and-softball-take-off-in-
manchester
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Home runs

1 — Kate Barlow (LIO), Ellie Buck-
ley (MAV), Charlie Cook (MAV),
Sherry Kenyon (MAV), Kathryn
Mullin (GRX), Lindsey O’Farrell
(LIO), Jade Shaw (LIO)

3 — Danny Gunn (GRX)

2 — Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Ian
Blease (MKT), Luis Congote (LIO),
Elieser Dorronsoro (MAV), Benkei
Johnson (THU), Anthony Reyes
(DOD), Adam Roberts (LIO), Jon
Taylor (LIG)

1 — Baljit Ahluwalia (MAV), Peter
Buckley (MAV), Suchit Desai (DOD),
Gareth Evans (THU), Matt Fair-
weather (MKT), Guy Hamer (THU),
Jonny Huck (LIO), Mike Hulme
(MKT), Tyler Lappage (DOD), Dave
Leverton (THU), Vince Lui (LIO),
Oscar Marenco (GRX)

1 — Lyndsey Bygrave (CAM), Jo Gar-
diner (MV2), Tanya Lochery (MV2),
Linni Mitchell (MHM), Helen Ros-
siter (CM2), Kate Williams (MUT)

5 — Paul Colton (SHA)
3 — Tom Atkinson
(CAM), Joe Grantham
(MUT), Rich Thompson
(MHM)*
2 — Adam Craig (CM2),
Mike Goff (MV2), Chris
Gresty (MV2), Steve
Howard (MHM), Dave
Martin Baez (SHA),
Stephen Shearer (SHA),
Kieran Taylor-Thomas
(CM2)
1 —Rob Alger (SHA),
Dave Dean (CM2),
Andrew Gardner

A
(MV2), Mike _.}.f
Hawkins 4 ‘.
MUTD), (&
Rolf Her- =5+

bert (MUT), Adam Hugill
(CAM)*, Richard
Jameson (CM2), Duncan
Jones (MUT), Shawn
Khwaja (MHM), David
Kirby (MV2), Kristian
Matthews (MV2), Nick
Money (SPE), Ian Yates
(MV2), Mark Young
MUT)*

1 — Annie Downes (TIG),
Faye Dunlop (PIR), Nata-
lie Robinson (PIR)

4 — Mario Ruedo (STO)

3 — Brad Hadwin (DRZ),
James Ridgway (PIR)

2 —Ross Birch (BAT),
Paul Duffy (RIP), Michael
Miah (TIG), Chris
Thompson (OUT)

1 — Miguel Acosta (STO),
Alex Bates (BAT), Shane
Coyles (PIR), Tom Hunt-
ley (STO), Dean Phillips

(DRZ), Zac Rayson (RIP),
Jerry Seabridge (BAT),

Greg Spiers (OUT), Ian Williams

(PIR), Ed Woodcock (RIP)

2 — Hayley McTear (REB)

Swallow (COL)

-l

S |
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Last week’'s MVPs

Barflies Jane Mordecai Aleck Aspinall
Bats Beryl Lannin-Jones Ross Birch
Blue Jays Lisa Weaver  Simon Ronksley
Camels Hayley McTear (REB) Adam Hugill
Camels Il Emma Millar (REB) Dave Dean
Colt 458 Alyssa Jones (TIG) Lee McCarthy
Drizzle @ Amy Somers  Brad Hadwin
Freeze Emma Ashby Pete Wilkinson
Greensox Andrea Dee Oscar Marenco
Hackers Alicja Gilderdale Ian Radford
Hurricanes Janine Hickey Mark Griffin
Lightning Carolyn Barratt MikeGaskell
Lions Ellie Buckley Laurence Pearmain
Mavericks Lindsay O’Farrell Adam Roberts
Mavericks II Tanya Lochery Chris Gresty
Mayhem Linni Mitchell Steve Howard

Meerkats Julie Lott Matt Ruff
Meteors Bryony James Dan McDowell
Mutineers Tash Miotk Duncan

Outlaws Nancy Bennett Chris Thompson
Pirates = Natalie Robinson Ian Williams
Rebels Emma Miller Chuan Fu Yap
Rippers Sophie Temple Zac Rayson
Speeders Clare Heathcote Smiler

Storm Kim Reedy Mario Escobada
Thunder Sian Payne Luis Arrevillagas
Titans Aimee Dyble  Simon Grainger
Vipers Mandy Ashton Dave Warren

All names appear exactly as they were
written on the score sheet

1 — Sarah Cassin (REB), Nata-
_ sha Hopkins (REB), Eleanor

4 4 — Phil Cosgrove (COL)

3 — Alec Aspinall (BFL),

Scott Barton (VIP), Darren

Corner (HAC), Dave Eaton

(REB), Mark Griffin

\ (HUR)* (pictured)

0 \ 2 — Adam Ashby

\ (FRZ)**, Conor Bat-
tersby (REB), Steve

Beddows (FRZ), John Kaye (COL),
Ian Radford (HAC), Simon Ronksley
(BLJ), Richard Taylor (TTN), Taj
Uddin (BLJ), Paul Wolstenholme
(FRZ), Chuan Fu Yap (REB)

1 — Chee Ho Chan (ENF), Graham
Hartley (COL), Anthony Henderson
(VIP)*, Daniel Johansson (HAC),
Julian Jones (REB), Ryan Noble
(PHX), Ben Miller (BFL), Dave Ol-
sen (MET), Stewart Pilling (VIP),
Kris Timms (FRZ), Taj Uddin (BLJ),
Paul Warburton (BFL), Dave War-
ren (VIP), Jonno Wrigley (BLJ)

*indicates grand slam

Correction: Last week, Dean Phil-
lips of Drizzle was listed as a Storm
trooper.

Mark ‘Griff’ Griffin hit three, including a

., grand slam, for Hurricanes last week—and
TN having transferred from Lightning, they all
~ *& counttowards the home-run trophy!



Volume 23 Issue 4

Next week’'s games - Week 5 (30/31 May/1 June)

Division 1

Lightning @ Dodgers (9) Last
meeting 5 June 2013, Dodgers
won 8-7 and lead in all meet-
ings games 2-0.

Lions @ Greensox (2) Last
meeting 17 August 2016, Lions

won 24-3 in 4 innings, including

a 20-run 4th inning, to clinch
the title. But Greensox lead 20-
10 overall.

Mavericks @ Meerkats (5) Last
meeting 8 July 2015, Mavs won
13-8 to make it two out of two.
Thunder rest

Division 2

Camels II @ Mutineers (3) First
ever meeting

Mavericks II @ Sharks (4) First
ever meeting

Speeders @ Camels (6) Last
meeting 3 June 2015, Camels
won 15-2 and lead 6-4 overall.

Mayhem rest

Division 3

Storm @ Bats (6) Last meeting
14 July 2015, Storm won 21-3

to reduce the Bats lead to 4-3
overall.

Outlaws @ Pirates (7) Last
meeting 30 August 2016. This
game ended in a 12-12 tie, cur-

tailed due to bad light, the
same result as their previous
(and first ever) meeting two
weeks earlier, which ended 18-
18. Incredibly, Pirates also tied
their intervening game, setting
an unprecedented record of
three consecutive ties, which 1s
unlikely to be broken. Looking
for a result this time, guys!
Tigers @ Rippers (8) Last meet-
ing 5 July 2016 (Division 4), Ti-
gers won a close game 23-22 to
complete the double in the Rip-
pers’ first season.

Drizzle rest

Division 4

Barflies @ Freeze (4) Last meet-
ing 26 July 2016, Barflies won
40-31 in the highest-scoring
game of the season with both
teams posting the highest win-
ning and losing scores respec-
tively. The flies have won all
seven meetings.

Colt 45s @ Hurricanes (6) Last
meeting 30 August 2016. In the
final game of the season the
Colts surprised the Canes with
a 13-12 win that handed promo-
tion to the Hurricanes’ club-
mates, Drizzle. It was the Colts’
first win in four meetings..
Meteors @ Hackers (1) First
ever meeting.

Phoenix @ Blue Jays (3) First
ever meeting of these former
team-mates.

Rebels @ Titans (2) First ever
meeting.

Vipers @ Enforcers (7) First
ever meeting.

Page 11
Results (Continued from page 12)

Freeze 31001 5

Colt 45s 05582 20
RAR, Umpire Mike Lott, Pitch 6

HRs: COL Phil Cosgrove, Alyssa Jones
(TIG), John Kaye

Hackers 65481 24

Titans 23101 7
RAR, Umpire Jeremy Fothergill, Pitch 3
HRs: HAC lan Radford 2, Darren Cor-
ner 2, Daniel Johansson

Hurricanes 4146065 26

BlueJays 360134825
Umpire Dave Dean, Pitch 2
HRs: HUR Mark Griffin 3 (1GS); BLJ

Taj Uddin

Report—page 2

Phoenix 20
Enforcers 0
Forfeit

Vipers 00021 3
Rebels 05454 18

RAR, Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 4
HRs: VIP Scott Barton; REB Chuan Fu
Yap

Report—page 2

Business
runs better...

If you can access your desktop
and work wherever you go.

But you dan't need to spend a forture to be able to do that.
o fust need & Hiile morstes, Grrrrill

. . [
Dot Marstar |5 3 UK based deshisp hostieg company.

Al you e {5 an Internet connection and your stalf can scoess thlr work documents and projects
safely and securely, wheeovar they are in the warld. ¢'s easy, fleble and rellable!

It could save you money! Try it free for 10 days:
www.desktopmonster.co.ulc

Transfers

Adam Brookbanks Camels II to
Camels, 16.5.17

Mark Griffin Lightning to Hur-
ricanes, 16.5.17



RESULTS AND STANDINGS - Games played 16/17/18 May

Division 1 (Weds)

Greensox 3810002 14

Lightning 0041012 8
Umpire Mike Davies, Pitch 4

HRs: GRX Danny Gunn, Oscar Marenco;
LIG JonTaylor

Mavericks 21000 3

Lions 63333 18
RAR, Umpire lan Caird, Pitch 9

HRs: MAV Sherry Kenyon; LIO Adam Rob-
erts, Luis Congote, Lindsay O’Farrell

Thunder 4015434 21

Meerkats 1300200 6
Umpire Charlie Everitt, Pitch 6

HRs: THU Luis Arrevillagas 2, Benkei John-
son

Division 2 (Weds)

Camels 24051210 24

Mavericksll 015004 0 10
Umpire Alan Green, Pitch 5

HRs: CAM Tom Atkinson, Lyndsey By-
grave, Adam Hugill (GS)

Camels Il 214 0 11 9

Speeders 1801212 24
RAR Umpire Tony La Fave, Pitch 3

HRs: CM2 Dave Dean, Kieran Taylor-
Thomas

Mayhem 5022022 13

Mutineers 3212211 12
Umpire Harry Somers, Pitch 2
HR: MHM Linni Mitchell

Division 3 (Thurs)

Drizzle 0130245 15

Pirates 2013012x 20
Umpire Dave Dean, Pitch 8

HRs: DRZ Brad Hadwin 2; PIR Shane
Coyles, James Ridgway

Outlaws 1320029 17

Storm 3001040 8
Umpire Adam Roberts, Pitch 7

HRs: OUT Chris Thompson; STO Mario
Ruedo, Rplf Herbert (MUT)

Rippers 103032 9

Bats 636423 24
RAR, Umpires Luis Arrevillagas, Mike Da-
vies, Pitch 6

HRs: BAT Ross Birch 2, Jerry Seabridge

Report—page 3

Division 4 (Tues)

Barflies 620710 43

Meteors 0000 0
RAR, Umpire Mike Goff, Pitch 7

HRs: BFL Aleck Aspinall 2, Paul Warbur-
ton, Ben Miller

(Continued on page 17)

P W T L F RS RC Pct GB
Division 1
A Thunder 3 3 0 0 0 53 31 100 -
A Lions 2 2 0 0 0 50 14 1.000 7
» Greensox 2 2 0 0 0 29 15 1.000 7
Mavericks 3 2 0 1 0 39 42 .667 1
A Dodgers 2 0 0 2 0 23 36 .000 2%
Lightning 3 0 0 3 0 34 46 .000 3
> Meerkats 3 0 0 3 0 24 68 .000 3
Division 2
A Mayhem 3 2 01 0 5 50 .667 -
Mutineers 3 2 01 0 63 28 .667 -
Camels I 3 2 01 0 63 69 .667 -
A Speeders 2 1 0 1 0 27 32 .500 7
A Camels 2 1. 0 1 0 36 38 .500 O
Mavericksll 3 1 0 2 0 48 62 .333 1
» Sharks 2 0 0 2 0 45 54 .000 1%
Mayhem above Mutineers on head-to-head; Camels deducted 1 pt
Division 3
A Bats 2 2 0 0 0 46 19 1.000 -
Tigers 2 2 0 0 0 29 22 1.00 -
A Outlaws 3 2 0 1 0 33 27 .667
Storm 2 1 01 0 28 36 .500 1
A Pirates 3 1. 0 2 0 47 57 333 1%
Drizzle 3 1.0 2 0 69 54 333 1%
» Rippers 3 0 0 3 0 35 72 .000 2%
Pirates above Drizzle on head-to-head
Division 4
» Hackers 3 3 0 0 0 57 19 1000 -
A Phoenix 3 3 0 0 0 5 28 1000 -
A Rebels 3 2 0 1 0 65 39 .667 1
A Hurricanes 3 2 0 1 0 49 48 .667 1
Blue Jays 3 2 0 1 0 79 47 .667 1
A Colt 45s 3 2 0 1 0 57 53 .667 1
Vipers 3 1 0 2 0 43 40 333 2
A Barflies 3 1.0 2 0 71 43 333 2
Freeze 3 1.0 2 0 39 62 333 2
Enforcers 3 1.0 11 13 45 333 2%
Titans 3 0 0 3 0 30 52 .000 3
» Meteors 3 00 30 10 96 .000 3

Hurricanes above Blue Jays on head-to-head




