
10 runs of their own. 
The Mavs allowed 
what is apparently 
called “a camel’s nose” 
to give their oppo-
nents an 18-17 lead 
after 3, but the Cam-
els then conceded five 
with no reply over the 
next two innings. Four 
runs apiece in the 6th 
saw the Mavs leading 
by 4 going into the 
7th, where a shutout 
left the ships of the 
desert needing 5, 
which they managed, 
to chalk up a victory 
that looked most 
unlikely at around 
7.15. You might think 
winning by the odd 

(Continued on page 4) 

D 
EFENCES 
appear to 
have gone 
AWOL as 

games last week saw 
above-average totals 
right across the board. 
This week there was 
an average of 36.1 
runs per game across 
all divisions. This is 
the highest average 
for a full week of fix-
tures since the early 
weeks of 2012, when 
for a seven-week spell 
games averaged total 
runs in the high 30s 
before settling down to 
around 28 to 30 that 
we regularly see. Con-
tributing to the high 
average was what was 

probably a record 
number of home runs: 
90 across all four divi-
sions with an amazing 
10 per game on aver-
age in Division 2. 

SO let’s start there. In 
a remarkable game 
between Mavericks II 
and Camels II, over 
half the Mavs team 
got homers (seven out 
of 12 players, includ-
ing two subs), in a 
see-saw game. Mavs 
led off with a bat-
around, scoring 12 to 
the Camels’  three, 
but the bactrians 
pegged the score dif-
ference back to one in 
the 2nd inning with 

Slugfests left, right and centre 
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This week’s games 
Including streaks, pitches and umpires 

Division 1 
GRX 2W @ LIG 3L (3, MD) 

THU 2W @ MKT 2L (6, CE) 

MAV 2W @ LIO 5W (9, IC) 

DOD 1L rest 

Division 2 
MHM 2L @ MUT 2W (2, HS) 

CM2 3W @ SPE 3L (3, TLF) 

CAM 2L @ MV2 1L (5, AG) 

SHA 1L rest 

Division 3 
DRZ 1L @ PIR 2L (8, DD) 

OUT 1W @ STO 1W (7, AR) 

RIP 2L @ BAT 5W (6, MD/LA) 

TIG 3W rest 

Division 4 
BFL 4L @ MET 2L (7, MG) 

FRZ 1W @ COL  1L (6, ML) 

HAC 2W @ TTN 9L (3, TLF) 

HUR 1W @ BLJ 2W (2, SS) 

PHX 2W @ ENF 1L (1, PN) 

VIP 1L @ REB 1W (4, PF/TS) 

 

Colts overturn long-standing record 

I 
N their 25-40 loss to 

the Rebels, the 

Colt 45s over-

turned an 8-

year-old record for the 

highest losing score in 

a “mercy-rule” win. 

The previous record of 

23 was set by the Bats 

in a freakish game 

against the Outlaws 

in June 2009, when 

several records, mostly 

still standing, were set: 

biggest winning margin 

with run-ahead rule (to 

give it its correct name)

(42), highest winning 

score (65), highest aggre-

gate score (88), and all 

the home-run re-

cords, including 

most for an indi-

vidual, with Andy 

Rawson’s six 

homers. Purists 

might be pleased 

to see at least one 

of these records 

fall, if only for the 

(Continued on page 11) 

Losing score in a “mercy-rule” win 

25-40 Colt 45s (vs Rebels)  9.5.17 
23-65 Bats (vs Outlaws)  3.6.09 
22-40 Allstars (v Blue Gnus)  9.5.07 
18-29* Speeders (v Bats)  29.5.02 
17-32 Growlers (v Mavericks)  8.5.02 
* Recorded as an RAR win, though the mar-
gin appears to be one short of the 12 re-
quired at that time. 
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Colts score 25 in       
record-breaking   
slaughter 

Rebels 5 14 7 0 11 3 40 
Colt 45s 3  8  4 2  6  2 25 
RAR, Umpire Stephen Shearer, Pitch 3 
REBELS AB H BB R RBI 
Conor Battersby (2B) 7 6 0 5 6 
Hayley McTear (3B) 7 4 0 3 3 
Dave Eaton (SS) 7 6 0 6 3 
Sarah Cassin (LF) 6 6 0 5 7 
Ian Caird (LC) 6 4 0 4 4 
Emma Miller (1B) 4 3 2 3 1 
Julian Jones (P) 6 3 0 4 6 
Amy Torkington (C) 6 1 0 1 0 
Chuan Fu Yap (RC) 6 6 0 5 6 
Natasha Hopkinbs (RF) 6 4 0 4 4 
HRs: Conor Battersby 2, Dave Eaton 2, 
Hayley McTear, Sarah Cassin, Julian 
Jones, Chuan Fu Yap, Natasha Hopkins 

COLT 45S Philip Cosgrove (P), An-
gela McArt (1B), Tom Currie (RF), 
Pippa Pugh (2B), John Kaye (SS), 
Eleanor Swallow (LF), Graham Hart-
ley (LC), Annie Fallon (C), Andrew 
reid (3B), Rachel Jones (RC) 
HRs: Philip Cosgrove 2, Eleanor Swal-
low, Graham Hartley 

FOR their second game of the 

season, Rebels welcomed an-

other player into their ranks – 

Match reports 
HRs: Michael Miah 2, Annie Downes 

DRIZZLE Humberto Soto (EP), Ellie 
Phillips (LF), Bradley Hadwin (SS), 
Beth Werakso (1B), Dean Phillips 
(RC), Laura Somers (EP), Alun 
Gruffydd Jones (3B), Laura Hartley 
(2B), Tomm Childs (LC), Faye Ev-
ans (C), Andrew Bogie (P), Elley 
McGinnis (RF) 
HR: Brad Hadwin 

WEEK 2 of the league season 

saw a slightly makeshift and 

battered Tigers team secure a 

hard-fought victory against a 

Drizzle side who were unlucky 

to come out on the wrong end of 

a see-saw game. Tigers took a 

big lead early on, gave it away, 

fell behind, snuck back into the 

lead and just held on at the end 

with a fine catch by new girl 

Jackie Ervin at 3rd giving them 

the victory. 

OBP leader was Dan Downes, 

who went 5 for 5, with Tony La 

Fave and Michael Meah (each 4 

for 5) close behind. Home Run 

Heroes were Miah with 2, and 

Annie Downes with her first 

ever homer. In the field, Ervin 

played well at 3rd, Emma 

Ptritchard was solid at 1st, 

Miah was the standout in the 

outfield and Dave Wareham 

pitched a good game. 

Steve Girling deserves a special 

mention for playing when he 

really wasn’t fit, and other peo-

ple went out and did a fine job 

in unfamiliar positions. Tigers 

have had it tough on the injury 

front so far this season but with 

a rest week coming up they 

may have more bodies back on 

board before they play again. 

Tigers website 

MVPs Ervin, Miah (TIG); Werakso, 

Childs (DRZ) 

 

 

Natasha Hopkins, and she 

made her debut in style by scor-

ing a home run on her second 

appearance at the plate. This 

was however only one of nine 

home runs scored by the Rebels, 

with Dave Eaton and Conor 

Battersby scoring two apiece 

alongside tallies from Sarah 

Cassin and Chuan Fu Yap (who 

both batted 1.000 with six plate 

appearances), Hayley McTear 

and Julian Jones. An honour-

able mention goes to Emma 

Miller, who almost managed 

her first home run but was 

tagged out at home. 

The obvious star of the game 

was the batting; with a final 

score of 40-25 there was no 

shortage of runs for either 

team. There was also some good 

fielding, in particular backing 

up for both the in- and out-

fields, and Julian pitched a 

good game. 

A special shout-out goes to Kir-

sty Eaton who embraced her 

role as scorer and made work-

ing out the stats a doddle.            

Emma Miller 

MVPs Hopkins, Eaton (REB), Swallow, 

Kaye (COL) 

 

Tigers’ cat-and-mouse 
game sees off Drizzle 

Tigers 5 4 0 1 2 4 2 18 
Drizzle 0 0 8 5 0 1 3 17 
Umpire Adam Roberts, Pitch 6 

TIGERS Tony La Fave (2B), Emma 
Pritchard (1B), Dan Downes (SS), 
Annie Downes (C), Michael Miah 
(LC), Jackie Ervin (3B), Steve Girling 
(RC), Sandra Zlatinská (LF), Dave 
Wareham (P), Caroline Drake (RF) 

Wednesday Carla Zuill (Bats) 

Thursday Tereza Kokocinská 

(Tigers), Amy Somers 

(Drizzle) 

Friday Siân McNeill (Mutineers) 

Saturday Luis Arrevillagas 

(Thunder), Daniella Cam-

porese (Mavericks II)  

Birthdays 

Kate Barlow Speeders to Lions, 

10.5.17  

Transfer 
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OUR second game was against 

the newly formed Blue Jays 

and their wealth of experience 

showed. They were very short 

handed and needed the use of 

two guests and a rookie to field 

nine. Vipers were always play-

ing catch up in this high-

scoring game. We only man-

aged to score more than the 

Jays in a single inning, and 

failed to score in the 5th, 6th 

and 7th innings. 

Without any doubt the high-

light of this game was the first 

ever homerun by Stewart 

MVPilling. One of the sweetest 

hits straight down the 3B line, 

no one was getting that ball! 

All the Vipers lined up to con-

gratulate Stewart, even Jays 

pitcher Simon Ronksley came 

over to high five him. 

Even though we lost 21-13 the 

Vipers spirit shone through, 

there were no sad faces on any 

of our team. Stewart will 

probably never stop smiling.              

Dave Warren  

MVPs Williams, Ronksley (BLJ), 

Rhead, Pilling (VIP) 

our batting was struggling 

more than Theresa May’s press 

secretary and we just couldn’t 

catch a break. Outlaws caught 

some lovely hits and kept us at 

bay. 

In the 7th we hit well and 

scored two but it wasn’t enough 

and at the top of the inning we 

realised Outlaws had beaten us 

11-8. 

There were a few ‘iffy’ decisions 

on outs but the Outlaws played 

well and won fairly. It was a 

pleasure to play them and we 

can’t wait to meet them again.                  

Bruce 

MVPs Bintcliffe, Rayson (RIP), 

Hewitt, Thompson (OUT) 

 

One-short  Jays have 
the antidote for  Viper 
venom  

Blue Jays 5 4 3 3 3 2 1 21 
Vipers 4 3 3 3 0 0 0 13 
Umpire Luis Arrevillagas, Pitch 6 

BLUE JAYS Siobhan O’Shaugh-
nessy (3B), Simon Ronksley (P), 
JenWilliams (LF), Taj Uddin (CL), 
Lorraine Wetton (C), Jono Wrigley 
(SS), Annie Thompson (GRX)(RF), 
Josh Steiner (2B), Martine Knight 
(MHM)(1B); Sub—Helen Rowe (for 
Wetton) 
HRs: Simon Ronksley, Jono Wrigley, 
Martine Knight (MHM);  

VIPERS AB H BB R RBI 
Scott Barton (CL) 4 3 0 3 4 
Katrina Rhead (LF) 4 3 0 1 1 
Dave Warren (P) 4 3 0 1 1 
Mandy Ashton (1B) 4 0 0 0 0 
Ian Millar (CR) 4 3 0 2 2 
Claire Holden (3B) 4 2 0 1 0 
Anthony Henderson (SS)2 2 1 1 2 
Vanessa Nolan (RF) 3 1 0 0 1 
Chris Wilson Grady (EP)3 1 0 0 0 
Gemma Wallace (C) 3 1 0 0 1 
Stewart Pilling (2B) 2 1 1 2 1 
Janette Rayton (RIP)(EP) 2 2 1 2 0 

HRs: Stewart Pilling, Scott Barton 

Outlaws tame Rippers 

Rippers 3 0 3 0 0 0 2 8 
Outlaws 0 1 5 2 1 2 x 11 
Umpire Mike Goff, Pitch 7 
RIPPERS AB H BB R RBI 
Bruce (P) 3 2 0 1 0 
Sophie Temple (1B) 3 1 0 1 0 
Paul Duffy (SS) 3 2 0 2 3 
Becky Baird (3B) 3 1 0 1 0 
Zac Rayson (CL) 3 1 0 1 1 
Beccy Katie Cantrill (C) 3 2 0 0 1 
Ed Woodcock (2B) 3 2 0 1 2 
Ellie Sams (LF) 3 1 0 0 0 
Nathan Brooks (EP) 3 2 0 0 0 
Lara Bintcliffe (EH) 3 2 0 1 0 
Simon Sharp (CR) 3 2 0 0 1 
Kirsti Ahmed (BLJ)(RF) 3 0 0 0 0 
HRs: Paul Duffy, Ed Woodcock 

OUTLAWS Chris Thompson (2B), 
Bailey Saunders (1B), Richard Goar 
(SS), Nanacy Bennett (3B), Greg 
Spiers (LF), Kyrstie Hewitt (LC), Ian 
McCann (P), Hannah Ebbitt (C), 
Stuart Coppock (RC), Siân MacNeill 
(MUT)(RF) 

HRs: Chris Thompson, Greg Spiers 

THIS was a great game against 

the Outlaws with Rippers hit-

ting a few in the first inning to 

take an easy lead but unfortu-

nately the strikeout curse of 

Division 3 hit us again a few 

times (Ed Woodcock used to 

live next door to a witch and 

used to throw bin bags over the 

fence and to this day has terri-

ble bad luck). 

After a few unlucky strikeouts 

in the second, Outlaws came 

back with three runs of their 

own to equal the scores on 3-3. 

Fielding was of an enviable 

magnitude in the 3rd to shut 

out the Outlaws but they did 

the same and shut us out (those 

pesky kids). 

Then for some reason it all 

went south. Rippers fielded ex-

cellently, closing innings fast 

and keeping Outlaws’ runs to a 

minimum but unfortunately 
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MANCHESTER Softball League is 

delighted and proud to  announce 

that five of our younger players have 

been called up to the Great Britain 

under-19 Fastpitch squad which is to 

take part in the European Champion-

ships this summer in Prague. Tho-

mas Russell (Thunder), Nathan Bar-

ratt (Lightning), Max Fagan (Bats)

and the Downes brothers Dan and 

Jonathon (both Tigers), have received 

the call after pushing their softball 

experience by playing fastpitch in 

addition to the familiar slowpitch 

version in MSL. 

As Dave Wareham, Tigers manager, 

comments “It’s great that so many of 

our players have been picked but it’s 

also going to be (very) expensive for 

them to go. I’ve been told that it’ll 

cost about £700 a head, plus the cost 

of uniforms etc.” There will no doubt 

be some fund-raising initiatives for 

these five lads, which this publication 

will support. The Exec is also in dis-

cussion about how to help these 

young representatives of our league. 

Watch this space. 

run in 53 would put this 
game way out in front for re-
cord closest game, but look 
no further than the Sharks’ 
tussle with Mayhem. There 
were no especially big in-
nings here, just steady scor-
ing from both sides. Sefton’s 
9-6 lead after 2 was the big-
gest lead all night, with the 
scores tied at 14-14 after 4, 
and again 21-21 after 6. 
Sefton scored 5 in the top of 
the 7th leaving Mossley to 
score 6 in the bottom, to win 
by the now familiar scoreline 
of 27-26. By comparison, the 
Mutineers’ 23-3 slaughter of 
the Speeders represented a 
run drought, the mercy win 
being completed with a walk-
off grand slam homer by 
Mark Young, with the lead 
runner scoring the 20-ahead 
run: for the Stattos amongst 
you, the slam counts for the 
records, but not the runs 
scored. 

IN Division 1, Lions began 
their title defence with a 
comfortable defeat of the pro-
moted Meerkats. A score of 
19-11 would have been an 
acceptable outcome according 
to Meerkat Matt Fair-
weather, but a 13-run on-
slaught in the final inning 
gave the suricates a far heft-
ier mauling, as six of the ten 
Lions managed to get hom-
ers. Lightning followed their 
narrow derby defeat last 
week with another respect-
able but ultimately losing 
performance, this time 
against the Mavericks. 
Thunder meanwhile took a 
1st-inning lead which the 
Dodgers never really threat-

Slugfests left, right and centre 

(continued from page 1) 

ened. 

IN Division 3, the Pirates took 
a 13-3 lead after 2, but then 
found the Storm getting 
stronger and stronger until 
they were eventually ship-
wrecked by a 7-run 6th inning 
that reduced their lead to one 
run, which was then over-
hauled in the final inning. 
Drizzle and Tigers had an-
other close game, with the 
lead changing hands several 
times before Tigers finally pre-
vailed, restricting the home 
side, who needed 4 to tie, to 3 
runs, ending a 10-win streak 
stretching back to last July 
when again Tigers were the 
Drizzle captain Andrew’s Bo-
gie team. And in the week’s 
lowest-scoring game, Outlaws 
beat Rippers 11-8. 

IN Division 4, after a 1st in-
ning pair of donuts, Phoenix 
took a 12-8 lead which the Ti-
tans chipped away at, but 
could not quite catch, losing 
15-16. Barflies led for half the 
game against the Hurricanes, 
but the home team made a 
storming come-back in the lat-
ter part of the game to secure 
their first win of the season. 
Freeze managed only their 
second ever mercy win over 
the newby Meteors, with 
Adam Ashby getting a record-
equalling two grand slams. 
Blue Jays and Hackers both 
got their second wins, against 
the Vipers and Enforcers re-
spectively, while the Colt 45s 
v Rebels record breaker is re-
ported elsewhere. 

AND by the way, if you’re still 
wondering what a camel’s nose 
is, it’s a small concession which 
leads to a larger less desirable 
outcome: “When a camel gets its 
nose inside a tent, its body will 
soon follow” (Arab proverb). 

GB U19 Fastpitch 

call-up for five 

Clockwise from 
top left: Nathan 
Barratt, Dan 
Downes, Max 
Fagan, Jonathon 
Downes, Tom 
Russell 
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M 
ANCHESTER 

Tempest were 

created as a 

tournament 

team made up mainly of 

players from Club Thunder 

with a few guests to help fill 

the team for the tourna-

ments. Diamond 1 was the 

first tournament for this year 

and the core of Thunder 

players were accompanied by 

players from Bats and May-

hem from Manchester and 

players based in London to 

give us a full team. After a 

Saturday  which started with 

an 11 am first game (Hello 

lie in!), it was a day of hits 

and misses and we ended up 

with a record of 2-2, which 

just happened to be the re-

cord of the other four teams 

in our group. With the top 

three entering the Cup com-

petition and the bottom two 

the Plate, the posi-

tions in the group 

were decided on 

runs conceded. This 

gave Tempest 2nd 

spot in the group 

and a place in the 

Cup competition. 

There was no lie in 

on Sunday as the 

first game was 9 

am in a final 

round-robin involv-

ing all the teams 

which qualified for 

the Cup. From the 

off, bats were hot 

and home runs fol-

lowed accompanied 

by good base run-

Manchester Tempest win Diamond 1 

ning. Combined with tight 

fielding we notched up our 

first win of the day, 21-3 

against the Random Genera-

tors who had been unbeaten 

up to that point. Up next 

were the London Foxes and a 

much tighter game, a 10-8 

win. The Foxes were a big 

hitting team and we fielded 

excellently to keep them to 

eight runs while our good 

hitting continued into this 

game. The third game was 

against the MK Diamonds 

and we came away with our 

third win of the day. The 

bats swung freely and built a 

solid lead for us to defend 

and we came away with a 19-

7 win.  

After checking on the current 

standings in the round-robin 

table we saw we were on the 

same record as another team 

top of the group, but they 

had a better runs-conceded 

record so held the top spot. 

We entered the final game 

knowing we had to keep it 

tight. What followed was an 

11-2 victory and the news 

that we had qualified for the 

Cup Final. The final was a 

chance for revenge against 

the Spartans Zoo, the team 

that beat us in our last game 

on Saturday. After a tight 

first inning neither side trou-

bled the scoreboard. Tempest 

scored one run in the top of 

the 2nd to edge ahead, and 

some strong fielding held the 

opponents scoreless with two 

outs. The shortstop for the 

Zoo then launched a high 

line drive over left centre. In 

what many thought would 

have been a home run, a su-

perb relay involving a mon-

ster throw from Tom Munro 
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to Di Charlton at 

catcher denied the 

hitter his glory and 

Tempest kept their 

one-run lead. 

There was an ex-

change of one run 

each in the 3rd in-

ning to maintain 

our slender advan-

tage. The bats 

came alive for both 

teams in the 4th 

inning with Tem-

pest getting three 

runs on the board 

and the Zoo reply-

ing with two. With 

only two runs sepa-

rating the two 

teams heading into 

the 5th inning and 

time slowly ticking away, Tempest got their 

bats swinging again and put five runs on the 

board to double their overall score and heap 

the pressure right onto the Zoo. They went 

down in order and the 

score was now 10-3 and 

the umpires confirming 

the next inning would be 

the last. Tempest added 

three more runs to leave 

Zoo with the task of scor-

ing 11 to win the final. Zoo 

managed to get some run-

ners on base but left them 

stranded as they failed to 

score, meaning the final 

score was 13-3 in the final 

and Tempest had won the 

Cup! Tempest will be back 

for Diamond 2 in June. 

MVPs for the final were 

Martine Knight and Mark 

‘Griff’ Griffin (pictured). 

MG 

Previous page: Team Tempest selfie including 
photo-bomber/umpire Alan Green. 
Above: Thunder in action, with Pete 
Nightingale batting. 
Below: MVPs Griff and Martine.  

Photos: Chloe Llewellyn 
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T 
HE first event in the 

new North West Series 

of one-day recreational 

co-ed slowpitch tourna-

ments went down a storm with 

players despite the chilly weather 

on Saturday 6 May at Parrs Wood 

High School. 

Although the sun refused to make 

an appearance for longer than 20 

seconds throughout the course of 

the day, teams were grateful to 

play in dry conditions with no 

threat from the heavens opening. 

Ten teams entered the competi-

tion: three from Leeds, one from 

Liverpool, two university teams 

and the rest from the Manchester 

Softball League, including the 

MSL’s three newest teams. 

Teams were split into two pools 

and played an initial round-robin 

before being placed in Gold, Silver 

and Bronze finals. 

Results 
In the Gold Final, the Leeds Deto-

nators took the tour-

nament’s top prize 

with a win over Man-

chester Phoenix.  The 

MVP was Thomas 

Waltham from the 

Detonators. 

Leeds Lightning won 

the Silver Final with a 

win over the Eagles 

from Manchester Met-

ropolitan University 

Crewe.  Diane Kemp 

from Leeds Lightning 

was the MVP. 

The Bronze champions 

were the Whispering 

Hobos, who defeated 

St Helens Sabres in 

the final, and Conor Battersby from 

the Hobos was awarded the MVP. 

Series rationale 
The North West Series, new to the 

softball calendar this year, came 

about because the BSUK workforce 

in the North West saw a demand 

for a Rec-level tournament where 

no team would have to travel much 

more than an hour to play. 

BSUK North West Development 

Manager Luis Arrevillagas said, 

“Due to the increasing number of 

new teams in the area, we spotted 

the opportunity to offer this compe-

tition with the idea of creating 

more playing opportunities.” 

The long-term goal for the North 

West Softball Series is to increase 

the number of C-grade and D-grade 

teams that can enter and then open 

spaces for B-grade teams to enter 

as well. 

Compulsory helmets 
The competition has also chalked 

up another first by instituting a 

Yorkies win first NW Series event 

compulsory helmet rule, whereby 

every player must wear a helmet 

while batting and running, putting 

the safety of players at the fore-

front, especially at a Rec level 

where so many players are new to 

the sport. 

Martine Knight, who played with 

Gold winners Leeds Detonators, 

said: “A massive thanks for enforc-

ing helmets.  One of the Dets was 

hit very hard on the side of the 

head going to third base and that 

could have been very nasty had the 

helmets rule not been enforced.” 

BSUK’s North West Coach Linni 

Mitchell, who helped Luis Arrevil-

lagas to organise the Series, said 

“We are really pleased with the 

feedback from the first edition of 

the North West Series, and we are 

proud to be leading the way with 

the compulsory helmet rule.” 

Entry for the second instalment of 

the Series, which will take place on 

July 1st, is open and teams can 

enter via the BSUK website. 

Linni Mitchell 

Photo: David Grice  
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A Division 4 team captain asked 

last week what were the rules con-

cerning fielding when playing one-

short. In particular, were there 

any regulations concerning where 

the gap must be. An umpire had 

told him that it must be in the out-

field. 

The answer is that the umpire was 

wrong. To start with, playing one 

short is not allowed in the ISF 

rules, so there is no official rule 

covering this. Nor is there any 

stipulation in the local rules. 

In fact there are very few rules 

concerning the placement of field-

ers. In the definitions section of the 

ISF rules, the “infield”  is defined, 

somewhat unhelpfully, by Rule 1 

Sec. 54 “The infield is that portion 

of the field in fair territory that in-

cludes areas normally covered by 

infielders” and clarified in Sec. 55 

“An infielder is a defensive player, 

including the pitcher and catcher, 

who is generally positioned any-

where near or within the lines 

of the base paths forming fair 

territory. A player who nor-

mally plays in the outfield 

may be considered an in-

fielder if he moves into the 

area normally covered by infield-

ers” (emphasis added). 

In fact, only two fielding positions 

are actually specified by the rules. 

At the time of the pitch, the pitcher 

must have one foot on the pitching 

plate, and the catcher must be in 

the catcher’s box. Apart from that, 

there is a requirement for all field-

ers other than the catcher to be 

within fair territory. 

The effect of these rules is that 

when playing one-short, the miss-

ing fielder can be anywhere, infield 

or outfield, except the pitcher 

(obviously) and the catcher (less 

obviously). Playing without a 

catcher might seem like a good tac-

tic, but it is not allowed. 

So this is where Blu corner be-

comes Coaches’ corner. Where 

should you leave a gap if play-

ing one short? 

The answer to this is of course de-

pendent on the strengths and 

weaknesses of your remaining 

players, the opposition, and even 

the game situation. 

One obvious and simple solution is 

to play with only three outfielders. 

They manage in baseball so why 

not in softball? 

Another solution if you have a very 

agile shortstop, is to get him (or 

her of course) to cover for 2B, and 

have four outfielders. There are 

plenty of short-

stops 

who race 

across to 

poach fly-

balls from their 

usually female 

2B team-mates 

(boo) so they may feel 

able to cover this whole 

area, especially if 1B fields a bit to 

the right of their usual position to 

cover the gap between 1st and 2nd. 

All this might change once there 

are runners on base, and the 

fielder who was playing RC might 

come in to cover 2B and help get 

those double plays, leaving three in 

the outfield. 

This in-out positioning is typical of 

a fielding position called “short 

field”, “short centre”, or “rover” 

quite often found in softball coach-

ing manuals, assuming a full 10-

player complement. As the name 

suggests, it is a position in between 

the infield and outfield, playing to 

the batter’s strong side (so moving 

to one side or the other for lefties 

and righties) about one third of the 

way across to RF or LF, but in 

front of the outfield “semicircle”, as 

the illustration shows.  

As you can 

imagine, 

this is a 

chal-

lenging 

fielding 

position, re-

quiring the 

skills of both an 

infielder and out-

fielder, as well as 

flexibility and tactical 

awareness. Perhaps we 

can have a Coaches’ Corner 

dedicated to this position in 

the near future. 

Blu corner / Coaches’ corner … fielding one-short 
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Last week’s MVPs Home runs  

Division 1 Female 

1 – Kate Barlow (LIO), Ellie Buck-
ley (MAV), Charlie Cook (MAV), 
Kathryn Mullin (GRX), Jade Shaw 
(LIO)  

Division 1 Male 
2 – Ian Blease (MKT), Elieser Dor-

ronsoro (MAV), Danny Gunn (GRX), 

Anthony Reyes (DOD) 

1 – Baljit Ahluwalia (MAV), Peter 

Buckley (MAV), Luis Congote (LIO), 

Suchit Desai (DOD), Gareth Evans 

(THU), Matt Fairweather (MKT), 

Guy Hamer (THU), Jonny Huck 

(LIO), Mike Hulme (MKT), Benkei 

Johnson (THU), Tyler Lappage 

(DOD), Dave Leverton (THU), Vince 

Lui (LIO), Adam Roberts (LIO), Jon 

Taylor (LIG)  

Division 2 Female  
1 – Jo Gardiner (MV2), Tanya Loch-

ery (MV2), Helen Rossiter (CM2), 

Kate Williams (MUT)  

Division 2 Male  
5 – Paul Colton (SHA)  

3 – Joe Grantham (MUT), Rich 

Thompson (MHM)* 

2 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), Adam 

Craig (CM2), Mike Goff (MV2), 

Chris Gresty (MV2), Steve Howard 

(MHM), Dave Martin Baez (SHA), 

Stephen Shearer (SHA) 

1 – Rob Alger (SHA), Andrew Gard-

ner (MV2), Mike Hawkins (MUT), 

Rolf Herbert (MUT), Richard 

Jameson (CM2), Duncan Jones 

(MUT), Shawn Khwaja (MHM), 

David Kirby (MV2), Kristian Mat-

thews (MV2), Nick Money (SPE), 

Kieran Taylor-Thomas (CM2), Ian 

Yates (MV2), Mark Young (MUT)*  

Division 3 Female 

1 –  Annie Downes (TIG), Faye 

Dunlop (PIR), Natalie Robinson 

(PIR)  

Division 3 Male 

3 –Mario Ruedo (STO)  

2 – Paul Duffy (RIP), Mi-

chael Miah (TIG), James Ridg-
way (PIR) 

1 –Miguel Acosta (STO), Alex 

Bates (BAT), Brad Hadwin 
(DRZ), Tom Huntley (STO), 
Dean Phillips (STO), Zac Rayson 
(RIP), Greg Spiers (OUT), Chris 
Thompson (OUT), Ian Williams 
(PIR), Ed Woodcock (RIP)  

Division 4 Female 

2 – Hayley McTear (REB) 

1 – Sarah Cassin (REB), Nata-

sha Hopkins (REB), Eleanor 

Swallow (COL)  

Division 4 Male 

3 – Phil Cosgrove (COL), Dave 

Eaton (REB) 

2 – Adam Ashby (FRZ)**, Alec Aspi-

nall (BFL), Scott Barton (VIP), 

Conor Battersby (REB), Steve Bed-

dows (FRZ), Simon Ronksley (BLJ), 

Richard Taylor (TTN), Taj Uddin 

(BLJ), Paul Wolstenholme (FRZ) 

1 – Chee Ho Chan (ENF), Darren 

Corner (HAC), Graham Hartley 

(COL), Anthony Henderson (VIP, 

GS), Julian Jones (REB), John Kaye 

(COL), Ryan Noble (PHX), Dave Ol-

sen (MET), Stewart Pilling (VIP), 

Kris Timms (FRZ), Dave Warren 

(VIP), Jonno Wrigley (BLJ), Chuan 

Fu Yap (REB)  

*indicates grand slam 

Paul Colton (top) and 

Mario Ruedo (bottom) both 

hit 3 homers last week 

Barflies  Hayley-Jane Sims Aleck Aspinall 
Blue Jays Jen Williams  Simon Ronksley 
Camels II Rachel Sewell  Adam Craig 
Colt 45s  Eleanor Swallow John Kaye 
Dodgers Nic Duerden  Suchit Desai 
Drizzle Beth Werakso Tom Childs 
Enforcers Chenice Gilbert Dave Sharples 
Freeze Emma Ashby  Steve Beddows 
Hackers Ella Mills Darren Corner 
Hurricanes Sarah Bennett  Jay Tennant 
Lightning Becci Wadeson Griff 
Lions Kate Barlow Vince Lui 
Mavericks Charlie Cook Tsu Jui Chen 
Mavericks II Tanya Lochery Chris Gresty 
Mayhem Jackie Gradel Steve Howard 
Meerkats   Ann Gledson Mike Hulme  
Meteors Laura Hayes Dave Olsen 
Mutineers Liz Lyon Rolf Herbert 
Outlaws Kyrstie Hewitt Chris Thompso 
Phoenix Rachel Williams Ryan Noble 
Pirates Natalie Robinson James Ridgway 
Rebels Natasha Hopkins Dave Eaton 
Rippers  Laura Bintcliffe Zach Rayson 
Sharks  NatalieLeyland Dave Martin-Baez 
Storm Sharon Fletcher  Mario Ruedo 
Thunder Chloe Llewellyn Gareth Evans 
Tigers  Jackie Ervin Michael Miah 
Titans Tegan Jones SimonGrainger  
Vipers Katrina Rhead   Stewart Pilling 
All names appear exactly as they were   
written on the score sheet 
Correction: Last week, in a cut&paste error, 
we included MVPs for Storm who were in 
fact resting. 
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Division 1 
Greensox @ Mavericks (3) Last 

meeting 24 August 2016, 

Greensox won 19-3 and are clos-

ing in on the Mavs in this, the 

league’s most played fixture. 

The all-time record is 28½-27½ 

to the Mavs.  

Lions @ Thunder (4) Last meet-

ing 24 August 2016. Having 

clinched the title the previous 

week, the Lions (wearing pyja-

mas and in some cases slippers) 

still ended their season with a 

19-1 win and lead 13½-5½ over-

all. 

Meerkats @ Dodgers (2) Last 

meeting 12 August 2015, Dodg-

ers won 18-8 and lead 2-1. 

Lightning rest 

Division 2 
Camels @ Camels II (9) First 

ever meeting but not the first 

ever Camels 

derby: 

Cam-

els I 

met 

the 

Clanger Camels four times, 

with the senior bactrians win-

ning three, the last by a consid-

erable margin, though their 

previous meeting had been 

much closer, seeing them come 

back from 6-5 down going into 

the 7th to win 8-7. 

Mutineers @ Sharks (5) First 

ever meeting.  

Speeders @ Mayhem (6) Last 

meeting 3 August 2016, May-

hem won 13-10 and lead 2-1 

overall. 

Mavericks II rest 

Division 3 
Bats @ Drizzle (7) First ever 

meeting. 

Pirates @ Rippers (6) First ever 

meeting. 

Storm @ Tigers (8) First ever 

meeting, though Storm have 

played the Wildcats three 

times, and won all three, most 

recently 21-15 on 26 August 

2014. Wildcats merged with Ti-

gers in 2016 taking the Tigers’ 

name but the Wildcats’ league 

position, causing a conundrum 

for the statisticians.  

Outlaws rest 

Division 4 
Blue Jays @ Rebels (3) First 

ever meeting. 

Colt 45s @ Phoenix (1) Last 

meeting 28 June 2016, Phoenix 

won 16-9, their seventh win in 

eight meetings. 

Enforcers @ Meteors (2) First 

ever meeting. 

Freeze @ Hurricanes (7) Last 

meeting 28 June 2016, Hurri-

canes won 19-4, their fifth win 

in five meetings. 

Hackers @ Barflies (6) Last 

meeting 30 June 2015, Hackers 

won 23-4 to make it 2 wins out 

of 2.  

Titans @ Vipers (4) First ever 

meeting. 

Next week’s games - Week 4 (23/24/25 May) 
Division 4 (Tues) 

Barflies 3 4 6 0 1 0 1 15 
Hurricanes 2 1 6 3 2 6 x 20 
Umpire Tony La Fave, Pitch 1 
HRs: HUR Mark Griffin (LIG) (GS), 
Becci Wadeson (LIG) 2 

Blue Jays 5 4 3 3 3 2 1 21 
Vipers 4 3 3 3 0 0 0 13 
Umpire Luis Arrevillagas, Pitch 6 
HRs: BLJ Simon Ronksley, Jono Wrig-
ley, Martine Knight (MHM); VIP Stewart 
Pilling, Scott Barton 

Enforcers 2 1 2 0 0 5 
Hackers 7 4 5 6 x 22 
RAR, Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 4 

HR: HAC Darren Corner 

Meteors 0 0 0 6 3 9 
Freeze 4 0 7 7 8 26 
RAR, Umpire Pete Nightingale, Pitch 2 
HRs: FRZ Adam Ashby 2 (2 GS), 
Steve Beddows 2, Kris Timms, Paul 
Wolstenholme 

Rebels 5 14 7 0 11 3 40 
Colt 45s 3  8  4 2  6  2 25 
RAR, Umpire Stephen Shearer, Pitch 3 
HRs: REB Conor Battersby 2, Dave 
Eaton 2, Hayley McTear, Sarah Cassin, 
Julian Jones, Chuan Fu Yap, Natasha 
Hopkins; COL Philip Cosgrove 2, Elea-
nor Swallow, Graham Hartley 

Titans 0  8  0 3 3 0 1 15 
Phoenix 0 12 2 0 2 0 x 16 
Umpire Mike Lott, Pitch 7 
HRs: TTN Richard Taylor; PHX Ross 
Birch (STO) 

Results (Continued from page  12) 

reason, confided by the Outlaws 

captain, that there was some con-

trivance in arriving at these re-

cords, notably in deliberately get-

ting out in the penultimate inning 

so as to have another chance to pile 

on the runs. 

The box on page 1 shows the his-

tory of this particular stat, from 

the 17 runs scored by the Growlers 

on the very first day of the rule 

being in place. With the switch 

from ASA to ISF rules in 2003, the 

original requirement of being 12 

runs ahead after 5 innings was 

revised to 20 after 4, 15 thereafter, 

as it now stands. 

Colts overturn long-standing record 

(continued from page 1) 



Results and standings - Games played 9/10/11 May 

Division 1 (Weds) 

Dodgers 1 0 1 0 3 4 0 9 
Thunder 2 1 4 2 2 3 x 14 
Umpire Tony La Fave, Pitch 3 
HRs: DOD Anthony Reyes; THU Gareth 
Evans, Guy Hamer 

Lightning 4 0 0 2 2 0 2 10 
Mavericks 3 6 4 0 1 0 x 14 
Umpire Charlie Everitt, Pitch 2 

HR: MAV Peter Buckley 

Lions 1 6 3 2 3 4 13 32 
Meerkats 2 0 1 0 5 3  0 11 
Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 4 
HRs: LIO Adam Roberts, Jade Shaw, Luis 
Congote, Jonny Huck, Vince Lui, Kate Bar-
low; MKT Ian Blease, Matt Fairweather, 
Mike Hulme 

Division 2 (Weds) 

Mavericks II 12  2 3 3 2 4 0 26 
Camels II  3 10 5 0 0 4 5 27 
Umpire Harry Somers, Pitch 6 
HRs: MV2 David Kirby, Michael Goff 2, 
Kristian Matthews, Ian Yates, Tanya Loch-
ery, Chris Gresty 2, Jo Gardiner; CM2 
Adam Craig 2 

Sharks 6 3 0 5 5 2 5 26 
Mayhem 2 4 4 4 4 3 6 27 
Umpire Mike Davis, Pitch 9 
HRs: SHA PaulkColton 3, Dave Martin 
Baez 2, Stephen Shearer 2; MHM Steve 
Howard 2, Rich Thompson 3 (1GS), 
Shawn Khwaja 

Speeders 0 1 1 1 3 
Mutineers 7 3 8 5 23 
RAR, Umpire Ian Caird, Pitch 5 
HRs: SPE NickMoney; MUT Steve Howard 
2, Rich Thompson 3 (1GS), Shawn Khwa-
jaKate Williams, Joe Grantham, Mike Haw-

kins, Duncanm Jones, Mark Young (GS) 

Division 3 (Thurs) 

Pirates 5 8 3 0 1 2 0 19 
Storm 3 0 4 4 0 7 2 20 
Umpire Jeremy Fothergill, Pitch 8 
HRs: PIR Natalie Robinson, Faye Dunlop, 
James Ridgway 2; STO Tom Huntley, 
Mario Ruedo 3, Miguel Acosta 

Rippers 3 0 3 0 0 0 2 8 
Outlaws 0 1 5 2 1 2 x 11 
Umpire Mike Goff, Pitch 7 
HRs: RIP Paul Duffy, Ed Woodcock; OUT 
Chris Thompson, Greg Spiers 

Tigers 5 4 0 1 2 4 2 18 
Drizzle 0 0 8 5 0 1 3 17 
Umpire Adam Roberts, Pitch 6 
HRs: TIG Michael Miah 2, Annie Downes; 

DRZ Brad Hadwin 

(Continued on page 11) 

 P W T L F RS RC Pct GB 

Division 1 

▲ Mavericks 2 2 0 0 0 36 24 1.000 – 

▲ Thunder 2 2 0 0 0 32 25 1.000 – 

▼ Greensox  1 1 0 0 0 15 7 1.000 ½ 

► Lions 1 1 0 0 0 32 11 1.000 ½ 

▲ Lightning 2 0 0 2 0 26 32 .000 2 

▲ Dodgers 2 0 0 2 0 23 36 .000 2 

▼ Meerkats 2 0 0 2 0 18 47 .000 2 

Division 2 

▲ Mutineers 2 2 0 0 0 51 15 1.000 – 

▲ Camels II 2 2 0 0 0 54 45 1.000 – 

▼ Mavericks II 2 1 0 1 0 38 38 .500 1 

▲ Mayhem 2 1 0 1 0 38 38 .500 1 

▼ Speeders 1 0 0 1 0 3 23 .000 1½ 

▲ Camels 1 0 0 1 0 12 28 .000 1
5
/6 

▼ Sharks 2 0 0 2 0 45 54 .000 2 

MV2 above MHM on head-to-head; CAM deducted 1 pt for illegal batting line-up 

Division 3 

► Tigers 2 2 0 0 0 29 22 1.000 – 

► Bats 1 1 0 0 0 22 10 1.000 ½ 

▲ Storm 1 1 0 0 0 20 19 1.000 ½ 

▲ Outlaws 2 1 0 1 0 16 19 .500 1 

▼ Drizzle 2 1 0 1 0 54 36 .500 1 

► Pirates 2 0 0 2 0 29 42 .000 2 

► Rippers 2 0 0 2 0 26 48 .000 2 

Division 4 

▲ Hackers 2 2 0 0 0 33 12 1.000 – 

▲ Blue Jays 2 2 0 0 0 54 21 1.000 – 

▲ Phoenix 2 2 0 0 0 39 28 1.000 – 

▼ Vipers 2 1 0 1 0 40 22 .500 1 

▼ Enforcers 2 1 0 1 0 13 25 .500 1 

▲ Hurricanes 2 1 0 1 0 23 23 .500 1 

▲ Rebels 2 1 0 1 0 47 36 .500 1 

▲ Freeze 2 1 0 1 0 34 42 .500 1 

▼ Colt 45s 2 1 0 1 0 37 48 .500 1 

▼ Titans 2 0 0 2 0 23 28 .000 2 

▼ Barflies 2 0 0 2 0 28 43 .000 2 

▼ Meteors 2 0 0 2 0 10 53 .000 2 

Enforcers above Hurricanes on head-to-head 


