
Meerkats met Light-

ning to see who 

would  have the dubi-

ous honour of being 

the only relegated 

team in this unusual 

season of realignment. 

Meerkats were lead-

ing by a whisker for 

much of the game, but 

Lightning took a 2-

run lead with four 

runs in the 5th, and 

made sure with six 

more in the 6th.  

MEANWHILE, both 

the Camels and Mu-

tineers were taking 

12-2 records into the 

I 
N a thrilling finale 

to the season, the 

destination of 

three of the five divi-

sional titles, as well as 

the single relegation 

issue, all depended on 

results of the final 

game of the season.  

LIONS had already 

clinched the title, de-

spite losing two in a 

row just as they had in 

2013, as these pages 

noted back in June, 

but Mavs snatched 

2nd place beating 

Thunder 15-7. At the 

other end of the table, 
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A T a well  attended 

end-of-season 

Captains’ Meeting in  

September, captains 

voted in some signifi-

cant rule changes for 

next season. 

Most significant of all 

is that helmets will 

now be compulsory for 

all batters and run-

ners. Animated discus-

sion focussed not on the 

issue of personal 

safety, which everyone 

agrees is enhanced by 

helmets, but on the 

question of personal 

choice. Captains, who 

eventually voted in the 

measure by a 21-5 ma-

jority, were perhaps 

persuaded by the idea 

that causing or wit-

nessing an injury 

would be distressing 

for players who had  

not chosen not to wear 

a helmet. And so the 

choice has been re-

moved. 

The other hot topic 

was revision of the 

guest rules. Guests 

may now play only two 

divisions “down”, can 

no longer play 1st 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Three titles, and relegation, go to the final game 

Captains vote in helmets next season 

Programme 

6.30 Drinks 

7.30 Dinner 

8.30 Awards 
 MVPs 

 Home runs 

 Blu ribbon 

 Rookie of the year 

 Young player of the 

year 

 Divisional awards 

10.30 Raffle 

11.00 Live music from 

”Contact” 

1.00 Carriages 

final game, the signifi-

cance of which had 

not in fact been al-

tered by the reinstate-

ment of the Camels’ 1-

point penalty from the 

opening game: it was 

still winner-takes-all. 

And it is the Camels’ 

name on the trophy, 

as the two runs al-

lowed in the 1st in-

ning were the Muti-

neers’ only score in a 

one-sided game.  

THE previous evening 

had seen the Division 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Results 22/23/24 Aug 

Division 1 

Greensox 2 0  0  1 0 3 
Lions 1 6 14 0 x 21 
RAR, Pitch 2 

Lightning 1 0 1 1 4 6 0 13 
Meerkats 0 1 2 2 0 0 2 7 
Umpire Mike Davies, Pitch 3 

HRs: LIG Benkei Johnson 2 

Thunder 1 3 0 0 2  1  0 7 
Mavericks 0 0 5 0 0 10 x 15 
Pitch 5 

HRs: THU Andy Grose, Tom Russell 

Division 2 

Camels 0 4 1 2 0 3 0 10 
Mutineers 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Umpire Mike Goff, Pitch 4 

Mayhem 2 3 0 1 0 0 0 6 
Speeders 5 1 5 1 2 6 x 20 
Pitch 9 
HRs: MHM Ed Covington,. Linni 
Mitchell; SPE Chris Lennon 2, Adam 
BArnish 2, Steve Kellett 

Sharks 1 1 0 0 2 
Camels II 7 6 6 3 22 
RAR, Pitch 6 
HRs: SHA Stephen Shearer; CM2 Ra-
chel Sewell, lee Kendrick-Walker, Jim 
Gunn, Adam Craig 

Division 3 

Rippers 2 5 0 4 5 1 17 
Drizzle 2 0 0 5 3 1 11 
Bad light, Umpire Mike Goff, Pitch 8 
HRs: RIP Paul Duffy 2, Zac Rayson 2, 
Nathan Brookes, Edmund Woodcock 2; 

DRZ Andrew Bogie, Bard Hadwin 

Storm 1 2 1 1 3 4 0 3 15 
Outlaws 2 1 0 2 0 6 1 4 16 
Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 6 
HRs: STO Mario Escobedo, Steve Bart-
lett, Sandeep Jayaprakesh, Joe Gran-
tham (MUT); OUT Richard Goar, Chris 
Thompson 2 

Tigers 0 2 0 2 1 3 1 9 
Bats 2 1 2 3 7 0 x 15 
Umpire Dave Dean, Pitch 7 
HRs: TIG Jonathan Downes 2; BAT 
Jerry Seabridge, Alex Bates 

Division 4 

Barflies 2 0 4 0 2 0 3 0 11 
Phoenix 3 0 2 0 3 2 1 1 12 
Umpire Tony La Fave, Pitch 1 
HRs: BFL Chris Radford, Mike Cooney; 

PHX Ben Heinitz, Ross Birch (BAT) 

Final standings 

 P W T L F RS RC Pct GB 

Division 1 

Lions (C) 15 13 0 2 0 252 96 .867 - 

Mavericks 15 10 0 5 0 208 188 .667 3 

Greensox  15 9 0 6 0 220 191 .600 4 

Thunder 15 9 0 6 0 203 177 .600 4 

Dodgers 14 7 0 7 0 206 211 .500 - 

Lightning 14 2 0 12 0 157 266 .143 5 

Meerkats (R) 14 1 0 13 0 137 254 .071 6 
Greensox above Thunder on head-to-head 

Division 2   

Camels (C) 15 13 0 2 0 267 136 .867 - 

Mutineers (P) 15 12 0 3 0 254 138 .800 1 

Speeders 15 7 0 8 0 224 227 .467 6 

Mayhem 15 6 0 8 0 194 240 .400 7 

Mavericks II 14 6 0 8 0 183 192 .429 - 

Sharks 14 4 0 9 0 170 236 .286 2 

Camels II 14 3 0 10 0 155 278 .214 3 

Division 3     

Bats (C) 15 15 0 0 0 294 142 1.000 – 

Tigers (P) 15 9 0 6 0 212 183 .600 6 

Outlaws 15 8 0 7 0 192 162 .533 7 

Storm 15 6 0 7 2 189 249 .400 9⅔ 

Pirates 14 7 0 7 0 218 223 .500 - 

Drizzle 14 4 0 10 0 234 261 .286 3 

Rippers 14 2 0 12 0 158 277 .143 5 

Division 4   

Rebels (C) 16 14 0 2 0 359 185 .875 – 

Hackers (P) 16 14 0 2 0 293 116 .875 – 

Phoenix (P) 16 11 0 5 0 256 220 .688 3 

Titans 16 9 0 7 0 279 221 .563 5 

Barflies 16 7 0 9 0 259 228 .438 7 

Hurricanes 16 6 0 9 1 207 269 .375 8⅓ 

Division 5   

Colt 45s (C) 16 10 0 6 0 279 209 .625 - 

Enforcers 16 10 0 5 1 231 189 .625 ⅓ 

Blue Jays 16 8 0 8 0 249 171 .500 2 

Vipers 16 5 0 11 0 239 275 .313 5 

Freeze 16 2 0 14 0 157 318 .125 8 

Meteors 16 0 0 16 0 106 413 .000 10 

Rebels above Hackers on head-to-head 



Correction 
In the last issue of the Review we 

wrongly stated that the league’s old-

est player had lost his position at the 

top of this venerable table. In fact he 

is a good 20 months older than the 

young upstart, so reigns unchal-

lenged. It remains true to say that 

the four oldest players are shared 

equally between Freeze and Hurri-

canes. 
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Rebels 2 0 3 1 1 0 5 12 
Hackers 0 1 0 0 0 0 0   1 
Umpire Adam Roberts, Pitch 3 

HR: REB Ian Caird 

Titans 5 11 0 3 9 28 
Hurricanes 2  0  2 0 2   6 
RAR, Umpire Stephen Shearer, Pitch 2 

HRs: TTN Adam Hugill (CAM) 2 

Division 5 

Colt 45s 5 4 1 0 1 4 0 15 
Enforcers 4 0 1 0 0 3 1 9 
Umpire Pete Nightingale, Pitch 6 
HRs: COL Tom Currie; ENF Jordan Wil-
cock, Mike Davies 

Freeze 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 
Blue Jays 4 0 0 1 8 4 x 17 
Umpire Mike Goff, Pitch 7 
HRs: FRZ Pete Wilkinson; BLJ Simon 
Ronksley 2 

Meteors 0 1 0 1 1 3 
Vipers 5 4 4 2 3 18 
RAR, Umpire Mike Lott, Pitch 4 
HRs: VIP Amy Miller, Anthony Hender-
son, Tom Nolan 

Birthdays 
Yesterday Steve Bartlett 

(Lightning), Lee 

Scambler (Phoenix), 

Amrita Shetty 

(Phoenix) 

Tomorrow Hayley 

Broadbent (Sharks) 

Thanks Kellie 
Kellie Whitaker has done an amaz-

ing job organizing this Ball for the 

last few years, but this year will be 

her last as she hands over the 

reigns to her successor. So let’s 

take this opportunity to say a mas-

sive THANK YOU for all her hard 

work 
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H 
ELLO everyone 

and welcome to 

the end-of-season 

issue of Bases 

Loaded. If you are reading 

this at the Ball then I hope 

you have a wonderful evening. 

This is an evening I love for 

many reasons. Firstly we get 

to celebrate the success of 

teams and individuals from 

the 2017 season. It is a chance 

for us all to glam up and it’s 

always fun to see the team-

mates who don’t recognise 

each other out of team gear. 

Also, in true softball style it’s 

a chance for a good party!!! 

It is also the chance I get to 

thank the people without 

whom we wouldn’t have a 

league: the Exec. Every one of 

them is a volunteer to do their 

role and most of them do so on 

top of full-time jobs. They do a 

great job for little reward. 

They deserve at least a drink!! 

Finally I want to thank Kellie 

Whitaker for her many years 

organising the Ball. I have en-

joyed every single one. She 

leaves huge shoes to fill. 

So enjoy the Ball everyone 

and don’t forget indoor is to-

morrow from 3-5 at the Platt 

Lane Dome. See you there. 

Dave Dean, League Head 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L I O N S 
Champions, Division 1 
P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
15 13 0 2 0 252  96 .867 41 
Name Start Sub HR MVP 
Jade Shaw 13 0     2 3 
Michelle Collier 12 0 5 3 
Chris Fulton 12 0 3 2 
Adam Roberts 12 0 3 3 
Gill Watkinson 11 0 0 1 
Ed Watkinson 10 1 4 1 
Luis Congote 10 0 7 5 
Mike Gaskell 10 0 5 2 
Lindsay O’Farrell 10 0 1 3 
Kate Barlow   9 3 2 4 
Jonny Huck   9 0 1 0 
Gordon Milson    8 0 6 1 
Angela Killion   7 2 0 0 
Kimberly Pfeiffer   7 0 0 0 
Natalie Leyland   4 0 0 1 
Vincent Lui   4 0 0 1 
Ann Gledson   1 0 0 0 
Bailey Saunders   1 0 0 0 

TOTALS 150   6 39 30 

BATTING STATS (leading hitters) 

Name PA AB H BB OBP Av 
Roberts 53 49 40  4 .830 .816 
Milson 36 34 26 2 .778 .765 
Gaskell 38 37 27 1 .737 .730 
Congote 42 42 28 0 .667 .667 
Barlow 41 37 24 4 .683 .649 
Fulton 46 44 28 2 .652 .636 
Collier 50 46 23 4 .540 .500 
Shaw 57 55 26 2 .491 .473 
O’Farrell 39 39 18 0 .462 .462 
Pfeiffer 27 23 5 4 .333 .217 

 

 

 

 

 

Champions, Division 2 
P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
15 13 0 2 0 267 136 .867 41 
Name Start Sub HR MVP 
Tom Atkinson 15 0   20 4 
Dan Jarman 14 0 3 3 
Fliss Fagan 13 0 0 1 
Colin McKie 13 0 5 2 
Antony Boffey 12 3 1 0 
Adam Hugill 11 3 4 2 
Lyndsey Bygrave 11 0 1 5 
Laricia Bragg 10 1 0 1 
Claire Higgs   8 0 3 4 
Adam Brookbanks 7 2 0 2 
Philip Norton   7 2   10 2 
Emma Lott   6 0 0 0 
Lucie Počinková   4 0 0 0 
Nam Tran   1 2 0 0 
Alia Paschali   1 0 0 0 
Hayley McTear 14 0 0 2 
Sarah Cassin 13 0 3 2 

TOTALS  155   9 28 30 

BATTING STATS (leading hitters) 

Name PA AB H BB OBP Av 
Atkinson 65 63 55 0 .846 .873 
Brookbanks 24 20 17 4 .875 .850 
Norton 28 27 22 0 .786 .815 
Boffey 53 49 38 3 .774 .776 
Hugill 45 43 29 1 .667 .674 
Higgs 32 32 20 0 .625 .625 
McKie 46 46 28 0 .609 .609 
Jarman 55 54 32 0 .582 .593 
Fagan 56 52 26 4 .536 .500 
Bygrave 45 44 22 0 .489 .500 
Bragg 44 41 17 2 .432 .415 

Relegation after the 2016 term 

saw the Camels return to Divi-

sion 2. With a years’ experience 

in Division 1 under our belts, 

no mass exodus of players and 

some high quality new recruits, 

expectations were high as Cam-

els entered the 2017 season: a 

relatively young and rapidly 

developing team, aiming to 

Batting stats compiled by Chris Drayton 



game, but the solidarity shown 

by the residents of our wonder-

ful city was all that mattered 

that week. #welovemcr  

June and July saw Camels go 

unbeaten. New recruit Phil Nor-

ton, in his customary jeans and 

hiking boots combo, batting 

1.000 and hitting seven home 

runs in his first four games, and 

the return from University of 

(joint) divisional Home Run 

Queen, Claire Higgs, added ex-

tra firepower to the batting line-

up. A 10-game winning streak, 

including a victory in the re-

verse fixture against title rivals, 

Mutineers, saw Camels firmly 

back in the title race. 

Speeders would inflict a second 

defeat of the season upon the 

Camels in early August, but we 

would only need to wait one 

week to exact our revenge, as 

the league split for the final ro-

tation. In the penultimate game 

of the season, divisional Home 

Run King Tom Atkinson hit 

three home runs in a game for a 

third time this campaign, taking 

his season total to 20 and lead-

ing the team to victory in the 

process. 

This meant the season would 

culminate in a final-day title-

deciding game vs. Mutineers. 

With both teams 

on exactly the 

same win-loss re-

cord and 1-1 in 

the head-to-head, 

it was a winner-

takes-all match-

up. An under-

standably tight 

affair, notable by 

its lack of home 

runs, saw Camels 

put in one of their 

best defensive 

performances of 

the season, doing 

just enough with 

the bats to grind 

bounce straight back up at the 

first time of asking… 

Everything was going perfectly…

until approx. 19:01 on the first 

day of the season… by which 

time we had already fallen foul 

of the new guest rules, fielded an 

illegal line-up, effectively for-

feited the game (had we won) 

and would subsequently be de-

ducted the 1 point normally 

awarded just for turning up! The 

game was lost at the hands of 

title rivals Mutineers, and with a 

rest week to follow, we would 

have to stew for two weeks be-

fore we could begin the campaign 

in earnest! 

Game week 3 saw the caravan 

back on track, a grand slam 

home run from rookie of the year 

candidate “tall” Adam Hugill, in 

only his second game, proving to 

be pivotal in a tight game that 

would see the Camels chalk up 

their first victory of the season.  

The first, highly anticipated, 

Camels I vs. Camels II derby 

would come in the wake of the 

atrocities of May 22nd. What 

had previously been billed as a 

grudge match, after paying our 

respects, became a celebration of 

how the MSL brings joy and 

friendship to all of our lives. Big 

Camels would go on to win the 
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out a 10-2 victory… and with it 

the league title. 

I would like to thank everybody 

in the team, and the wider 

club, for their dedication in 

what has been a very fun and 

successful season. A final and 

special mention to my trusty 

vice-captain, Laricia Bragg, 

who has looked after things in 

my absence, at various points 

throughout the season, with 

great aplomb.  Attention will 

soon turn to the 2018 cam-

paign, with an aim to bring to 

an end the recent yo-yo cycle, 

but tonight we shall all cele-

brate the achievements of this 

year!             Adam Brookbanks 

Champions, Division 3 
P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
15 15 0 0 0 294 142 1.000 45 
Name Start Sub HR MVP 
Sue Gibson 14 0     0 1 
Max Fagan 13 0 2 2 
Jerry Seabridge 13 0 6 2 
Alex Bates 12 1 9 5 
Shawn Khwaja 12 0 6 1 
Beryl Lannin-Jones 12 0 0 4 
Dawn Yates 12 0 0 2 
Tracey Ashworth 11 0 0 1 
Ross Birch   7 1   10 3 
Diane Charlton   5 1 0 1 
Rory Lynch   5 0 1 0 
Martin Williams   5 0 0 0 
Pamela Bauer   4 0 1 1 
Carla Zuill   3 3 0 3 
Richard Toone   3 0 0 0 
Kath Hughes   2 0 0 0 
Morag Dennett   1 0 0 0 
Leonie Upton   1 0 0 0 
Mallachy Lynch   0 1 0 0 
Andrea Dee   2 0 0 0 
Lauren Birch   1 0 0 0 
Rachel Merrie   1 0 0 0 
Su O’Brien   0 1 0 0 

TOTALS  139   7 28 26 

(Continued on page 6) 
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THE Bats ended the 2016 season 

having to win their final four 

games just to avoid relegation to 

Division 4. A few new recruits 

(Shawn Khwaja, Carla Zuill and 

Ross Birch) and some of the 

younger players being a year 

older (Max Fagan, Mal Lynch) 

gave the team renewed optimism 

that they could make a more seri-

ous challenge in Division 3 after 

several underwhelming seasons. 

After a couple of relatively 

straightforward games we 

“enjoyed” a truly bizarre 33-31 

victory over Drizzle which 

started a series of games where, 

due to the vagaries of the guest 

rules, we seemed to play Baljit 

every week. 

From there on in, with the bene-

fit of hindsight, it was all rather 

plain sailing with the Bats work-

ing as a unit and consistently hit-

ting themselves into unassailable 

leads. Although they enjoyed a 

relatively comfortable 17-2 win 

over The Tigers on June 8th, a 

special shout-out must go to Ti-

gers’ Dan Downes who hit two 

consecutive home runs for them. 

Meanwhile the Bats’ biggest 

problem was 

injuries and 

extended holi-

day absences 

leading to an 

increasingly 

desperate 

search 

through 

Jerry’s little 

black book of 

old softball 

friends and 

offering them 

one more day 

in the Manchester sun if they 

would come out of retirement 

(again). First of all Di Charlton 

injured her back at Leeds tourna-

Review of the year  

(continued from page 5) 

ment, which between the recov-

ery time and the impending 

wedding of the century, meant 

she did not feature for the rest 

of the season. Carla had a long-

planned trip back to Bermuda 

which also took her out for the 

second-half of the season. Then 

Rory Lynch attempted to head-

butt a ball rather than using 

his glove during the Manches-

ter tournament, breaking his 

nose (more like splattering ac-

tually) and producing more 

blood than I’ve ever seen on a 

diamond. 

By August we were a seriously 

depleted force, our thanks go 

out to Pamela Bauer for joining 

us, though she too succumbed 

to achilles problems during the 

Manchester tournament. Morag 

Dennett put in a special guest 

appearance to help out too. 

Thank goodness the relatively 

youthful Tracey Ashworth, Sue 

Gibson and Dawn Yates all ap-

pear impervious to injury. 

Nonetheless, with confidence 

oozing through the veins of the 

rest of the squad and the occa-

sional guest (thanks Andrea 

Dee, Loz Birch, Rachel Merrie 

and Su O’Brien) the Bats could-

n’t be derailed and finished the 

season 

15-0. For 

the stat-

isticians 

out there, 

yet again 

the team 

winning 

a division 

did so by 

conceding 

less than 

10 runs 

per game 

– any 

team that can achieve this tar-

get will have a great chance of 

winning any division. 

Oh and we won the Rec at Man-

chester. Long-term members of 

MSL may be aware that the 

Bats never win anything (well, 

the odd spoon or two) so 2017 

showed an old dog can learn a 

new trick or two. 

Onwards and upwards… 

Jerry Seabridge 

R E B E L S 

Champions, Division 4 
P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
16 14 0 2 0 359 185 .875 44 
Name Start Sub  HRMVP 
Conor Battersby 16 0 9 2 
Julian Jones 16 0 4 3 
Hayley McTear 16 0   10 8 
Emma Miller 15 0 0 3 
Sarah Cassin 14 0 7 4 
Jennifer Douglas 14 0 0 0 
David Eaton 14 0 7 6 
Amy Torkington 13 0 1 0 
Matthew Thomas 11 0 1 1 
Chuan Fu Yap 10 0 3 1 
Craig Lawson   9 0 2 2 
Ian Caird   8 0 2 1 
Natasha Hopkins   4 0 1 1 
Caroline Jones   4 0 0 0 
Becky Ellis   3 0 0 0 
Lara Bragg   1 0 0 0 
David Dean   1 0 0 0 
Lynne Howells   1 0 0 0 
Lee Kendrick-Walker 1 0 1 0 

Kate Shearer   1 0 0 0 

TOTALS  172   0 45 32 

BATTING STATS (leading hitters) 

Name PA AB H BB OBP Av 
Eaton 66 62 56 4 .909 .903 
Battersby 79 69 50 10 .759 .725 
Yap 43 41 29 2 .721 .707 
Caird 35 29 20 6 .743 .690 
Lawson 39 37 22 2 .615 .595 
Jones 67 63 37 4 .612 .587 
Thomas 45 38 21 3 .533 .553 



was one of seven RAR victories 

the Rebels enjoyed, but there 

were also some close games 

scattered throughout the sea-

son.  

One fact that stands out is that 

out of 25 female home runs in 

Division 4, 19 were scored by 

Rebels players (four women 

hitting big in total). All seven 

of the regular male players 

scored at least one, which con-

tributed to the Rebels being 

the leading scorers in the divi-

sion with 359 runs scored 

(average 23.9 pergame). The 

defence was the second best in 

the division allowing 185 

DURING the winter the Rebels 

made the move to the Camels 

club, which involved saying good-

bye to some players whilst intro-

ducing people from Camels II 

and the defunct Falcons team. 

Overall these moves made the 

team stronger, with the Rebels 

moving from a season with only 

three wins (including a forfeit) to 

one with only two losses; an over-

all record of 14-2 which was not 

only good enough for promotion 

but to win Division 4.  

Rebels also contributed to an 

MSL record: highest losing score 

with run-ahead rule, with their 

40-25 win over Colt 45s. That 

(average 12.3 per game).  

The ability to win games wasn’t 

the only change the Rebels saw 

– they also welcomed to the 

team ‘baby Sparkles’ and look 

forward to him making his de-

but in 14 years time! Before 

then however, the Rebels are 

looking forward to facing the 

challenges of Division  3.      

                         Emma Miller 

Champions, Division 5 
P W T L F RS RC  Pct Pts 
16 10 0 6 0 279 209 .625 36 
 
Name Start Sub HRMVP 
John Kaye 15 0    10 1 
Phil Cosgrove 14 0    15 6 
Rachel Jones 14 0 0 1 
Angela Johnston 13 0 0 3 
Nicola Pugh 12 0 2 4 
Annie Fallon 11 0 1 1 
Lee McCarthy 11 0 1 4 
Tom Currie 10 3 4 0 
Andrew Reid   9 4 0 0 
Graham Hartley   9 2 1 0 
Eleanor Swallow   8 0 1 1 
Roger Pedley   7 1 0 1 
Pippa Pugh   7 1 0 2 
Tadgh Tobin   6 1 0 0 
Amy Culbert   5 0 0 0 
Rachel May   1 0 0 0 
Angie Thompson   5 0 0 0 
Alyssa Jones   2 0 1 0 
Bryony James   1 0 0 0 
Rob Lawrence   1 0 1 0 
Jill McMath   1 0 0 0 
Sophie Temple   1 0 0 0 
Dave Wareham   1 0 0 0 

TOTALS  164 12 37 24 

AT the end of a long, hard sea-

son split over two divisions, the 

Colt 45s can be pleased with 

their progress and excited about 

the seasons to come.  

Traditionally the Colts start 

(Continued on page 8) 
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well, dip in form over June and 

July with exams, school holi-

days, injuries and other ab-

sences, before suffering indiffer-

ent results towards the end of 

the season when there is not 

much left to play for but pride 

and the good old fun of the com-

petition.  

The 2017 season started with 

more of the same. Good wins in 

close games against Titans and 

Vipers were followed by narrow 

defeats against Phoenix and 

Barflies, plus setting the odd 

MSL record in losing with the 

highest mercy rule score in a 

defeat against Rebels (25), be-

fore scoring a freak record 36 in 

one windswept inning in dread-

ful fielding conditions against 

the Meteors, and in the same 

game equalling the record win-

ning mercy rule margin (45). 

With a few exceptions—usually 

in the rain—the fielding was 

generally tight, taking chances, 

keeping scores low, the Colts 

mostly staying in the games, 

whilst with the bat there were 

first home runs for Ellie Swal-

low, Annie Fallon, Nikki Pugh 

and Graham Hartley, with Phil 

Cosgrove challenging at the top 

Review of the year  
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of the Division 4 Home Run 

board. 

That was decent enough, but un-

exceptional performances in Di-

vision 4 left the Colt 45s looking 

at dropping into Division 5 after 

the first rotation. A hard-fought 

win in a close-run game against 

the Enforcers in the final Divi-

sion 4 game was to prove the 

turning point. A terrifically high 

outfield catch settling into Roger 

Pedley’s glove at left centre, 

taken with typically casual 

aplomb, saw the Colts overcome 

the Enforcers and embark on a 

winning streak that would take 

them towards the title. 

In the Division 5 rotation, every 

fixture was an away game, so 

batting first we had to start 

strongly and get runs on the 

board early. In every game the 

Colts built on the success of the 

previous one, with valuable con-

tributions from the whole 

squad.  

Buoyant from the victory 

against the Enforcers, the now 

confident Colts beat Freeze with 

some good hitting, with home 

runs from Nikki, Phil and John 

Kaye, and excellent running, 

most notably Andy Reid with 5 

runs in 5 at bats, as well as a 

good all round performance in 

the field with reserve pitcher 

Phil also in fine form with the 

ball and glove.   

After starting well before letting 

the Vipers back into the next 

game, some good base hitting 

and running later in the game 

saw us edge ahead and keep our 

noses in front against the Vi-

pers, who hit well themselves, 

recording four home runs to the 

Colts’ two.  Despite their valiant 

fightback, the Colts did enough 

to see out the game for a second 

Division 5 victory.  

After the break, with three 

games to play, a tough game 

against the Meteors saw the 

Colts slip behind by the third 

inning, before powering through 

with some important home runs 

from John and Tom Currie to 

take the spoils. There may have 

been a few tired legs with a 

handful of Colts playing in the 

Manchester tournament the 

weekend before, but in truth it 

was good to see that the Mete-

ors had improved greatly since 

the first meeting in Division 4 

and they really pushed the Colts 

hard for much of the game. 

First choice pitcher Lee 

McCarthy returned against the 

Blue Jays, who had beaten the 

Colts in Division 4, showing lit-

tle sign of rust.  The Colts lim-

ited the Jays to four runs in the 

first five innings with Lee re-

cording a couple of shutouts, 

ably assisted by some tight 

fielding. Lee rounded off a fine 

performance with a finely com-

pleted home run, sliding in un-

der the tag at home. Together 

with some good base hitting and 

running, as well as Phil’s return 

to form with the bat, freed of 

pitching duties and scoring two 

home runs, the Colts left the 

Blue Jays too much to do need-

ing 18 in their final inning. De-

spite conceding seven as the 

light dwindled, the Colts ran off 

as victors at the end to take the 
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race for the Division 5 title to the 

final game. 

Playing the first-placed Enforc-

ers for the win that would clinch 

the Division 5 title, the Colts 

started well with five of the first 

six batters at the top of the order 

scoring for a total of five runs in 

the first.  With the Enforcers al-

most matching that total with 

four, the game was finely poised. 

The fielding performance was to 

prove decisive.  Four more runs 

for the Colts in the second, fol-

lowed by a three-up three-down 

shutout left the Colts leading by 

five.  After exchanging runs in 

the third, including another fine 

hit from Tom, and exchanging 

shutouts in the fourth, the Colts 

edged one further ahead in the 

fifth with a run and a third shut-

out.  Four more crucial runs 

from the tail of the order at the 

top of the sixth, Lee, Ange 

Johnston, Graham and Rachel 

Jones, extended the Colts’ lead 

to ten but the Enforcers bounced 

back with three of their own to 

cut that to seven.   A shutout in 

the seventh for the Enforcers 

gave them a fighting chance of 

launching a comeback for the 

title, but it wasn’t to be as the 

Colts held their nerve in the fi-

nal inning to record a shutout of 

their own and take the Division 

5 title. 

Being the first ever winners of 

the Division 5 title was a great 

end to an enjoyable 2017 season 

of MSL and on a personal note, a 

big thank you to the Colts who 

have made this happen and 

played their part, both playing 

and supporting, particularly 

Yvonne, Lisa and Manager 

Mike.  Special appreciation also 

to those guests helping us out 

and getting involved when we’ve 

been short in numbers, particu-

larly Angie Thompson and 

Alyssa Jones. 

As a team, we would also like to 

offer thanks and appreciation 

both to the Executive Commit-

tee and the Umpires of our 

Tuesday night games, with spe-

cial mentions to Harry and 

Dave.   

We would also like to congratu-

late the Rebels as Division 4 

Champions and thank the 

teams within Divisions 4 and 5 

for playing the games in good 

spirit.  We look forward to meet-

ing you all on the Parrs Wood 

pitches in 2018.           

John Kaye 

 

P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
16 10 0 5 1 231 189 .625 35 
Name Start Sub HRMVP 
Mike Davies 14 0 4 3 
Jordan Wilcock 11 0 5 6 
Nicola Brown 10  0 1 5 
Rose Bishop  9 0 0 1 
Chris Bowers  8 0 3 1 
Charlotte Farr  8 0 0 0  
Dave Sharples  8 0 1 1 
Scott Humphrey  7 1 0 1 
Sapphire Beamish  6 1 0 0 
Chee Ho Chan  5 1 1 1 
Angela Berkeley  5 0 0 0 
Gemma Cartwright  4 2 0 0 
Chenice Gilbert  4 0 0 4 
Greg Howard  4 0 1 0  
Hannah Eames  3 0 0 2 
Thea Floodgate  3 0 0 0  
Sian Davies  2 0 0 0 
Adam Dixon  2 0 0 0 
Rolf Herbert  2 0 2 1 
Charlene Yeo  2 0 0 0 
Katrina Davies  1 0 0 0 
Dave Eastwood  1 0 0 0 
Jenny Gardner  1 0 0 0 
Joanne Hine  1 0 0 0 
Jess Housley  1 0 0 0 
Ben Howard  1 0 0 0 
Jason McDermott  1 0 0 0 
Paula Rees  1 0 0 0 
Mark Taylor  1 0 0 0 
Kat Twist  1 0 0 0 

Joe Grantham  5 0 3 1  
Rolf Herbert  4 0 0 1  
Kyrstie Hewitt  2 0 0 0 
Nancy Bennett  1 0 0 0 
Andy Cocking  1 0 0 0 
Suchit Desai  1 0 1 0 
Katie Flanagan  1 0 0 0 
Richard Goar  1 0 0 0 
Beth Jarret   1 0 0 0 
Martine Knight  1 0 0 1  
Jill MacMath  1 0 0 0 
Tash Miotk   1 0 0 0 
Jackie Ng   1 0 0 0 
Sarah Nickson  1 0 0 0 
Bailey Saunders  1 0 0 0 
TOTALS  150 5 22 30 

THE Enforcers were left high 

and dry at the start of the sea-

son with the departure of sev-

eral players and it was very 

hard work trying to recruit peo-

ple. Not surprisingly, the ladies 

were hardest to recruit! 

During the course of the season 

I, as skipper, recruited around 

twenty new players, all rookies! 

I quickly found out that verbal 

agreements and physical pres-

ence were often mutually exclu-

sive and we struggled through-

out most of the season to field 

ten players. We played one 

short on a total of  four occa-

sions, including a voluntary 

6&5 line-up to give a rookie a 

full game in what was a promo-

tion decider! Oh and we had to 

forfeit one game too. 

On three of these four occa-

sions, we fielded one short even 

with two guests! I am quietly 

confident that the Enforcers 

have a reliable core now so 

should approach the next sea-

son with more confidence. 

Thanks for this goes to the 

League’s recruiter Al Bruce 

who helped us out repeatedly 

and we even managed to retain 

a few of the rookies he put our 

way. Thanks Al!! Thanks also 

to Jan Bradley for giving us Ni-

cola Brown who proved to be a 

most welcome and reliable ad-

(Continued on page 10) 
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dition to a team of rookies. 

It was good to hear our team 

saying how much they enjoyed 

playing the last few games, even 

the Division 5 title decider 

against the Colt 45s where we 

fielded eight rookies and suffered 

a respectable 15-9 defeat. 

We had an enjoyable season, not-

withstanding my occasional 

meltdowns when I was down to 

eight players at 6.15pm! 

Thanks too to the umpires for 

giving coaching advice to our 

rookies, some of whom turned up 

on the night never having played 

the game before! This helpful 

and friendly approach helped to 

persuade some of them to com-

mit to playing in the future. 

Here's to next season, the im-

peachment of Trump and an out-

break of liberal democracy in Py-

ongyang and the Labour Party!                   

Mike Davies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P W T L    F RS  RC  Pct   Pts 
15  9 0 6 0 212  183 .600 33 
Name                  Start Sub HR MVP 
Michael Miah 14 0 9 5 
Rob Lawrence 12 0 0 0 
Emma Pritchard 12 0 0 1 
Jackie Ervin 11 1 0 1 
Tony La Fave 11 1 0 1 
Annie Downes 11 0 1 0 
Sandra Zlatinská 11 0 0 3 
Caroline Drake 10 1 0 0 
Stephen Girling 10 0 0 0 
Tereza Kokocińska 10 0 0 6 
Daniel Downes   9 1 7 5 
Alyssa Jones   8 1 1 3 
Dave Wareham   8 1 0 2 
Jonathan Downes   6 0 3 1 
JennieDuckworth   6 0 0 0 
Sulaimaan Ahmed   5 0 0 0 

Review of the year  

(continued from page 9) 

Steve Beddows   3 0 0 0 
Jonny Huck   1 0 2 0 
Jade Shaw    1 0 0 0 
TOTALS            158 7   23   28 

WE  had  another  successful 

league season in 2017, winning 

promotion for the second suc-

cessive year. We probably over-

achieved  slightly  in  the  first 

half of the season, then interna-

tional  call  ups,  injuries  and 

holidays all combined to slow 

us down in the second half, but 

over the season as a whole 2nd 

place was a deserved reward for 

lots of hard work by the whole 

team.  

Mike Miah was the team Home 

Run  Champion  with  9  four-

baggers closely followed by Dan 

Downes with 7. Jonathan Dow-

nes  was  the  only  other 

rosdtered male Home Run hit-

ter with 3 whilst Annie Downes 

and Alyssa Jones claimed one 

each for the women. Male OBP 

leaders were Dan, Dave Ware-

ham  and  Sulaimaan  Ahmed 

whilst  Tereza  Kokocińska, 

Jackie  Ervin  and  Emma 

Pritchard were the female top 

three. Over the team as a whole 

the female OBP was a very re-

spectable  .482  and  the  male 

OBP a slightly below par .630.  

Our male MVP was Dan who 

was the team’s best fielder and 

also our best batter. Tereza was 

the female MVP, hitting for a 

high average and good in the 

infield. Jackie was a great addi-

tion to the squad, hitting with 
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power  and  providing  another 

great option in the infield, put-

ting  in  some  great  perform-

ances at 1st in the second half 

of the season. 

Mike was central to the success 

of the team, putting in lots of 

hard work both on and off the 

pitch. He hit with real power, 

provided lots of options in both 

infield and outfield and in the 

last  game  of  the  season  he 

showed that he’s now a viable 

option at pitcher. Annie played 

with a dodgy shoulder all sea-

son, postponing her operation 

so she could complete the year. 

Emma  also  played  several 

games with a hand injury: de-

spite that she looked good in 

field and hit over .500 for the 

season. 

Sandra Zlatinská kicked on this 

year, hitting the ball hard and 

being reliable  in both infield 

and  outfield.  Caroline  Drake 

also started to threaten with 

the bat and looked promising in 

the outfield (as well as being 

the  team’s  best  scorer).  Jen 

Duckworth  had  a  promising 

first year and was hitting the 

ball hard by the end of the sea-

son.  

Jonathan and Sulaimaan both 

had  other  commitments  that 

restricted  their  playing  time, 

but  they  were  both  effective 

when  they  did  get  onto  the 

pitch. Alyssa Jones also missed 

a lot of games but when she did 
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play she hit the ball very hard 

and was really good in the out-

field. 

Tony La Fave batted lead-off 

and was a willing utility man in 

the  field.  Rob  Lawrence  and 

Steve Girling were the twin pil-

lars  of  the  outfield,  working 

hard all year with almost iden-

tical  batting stats.  Dave was 

the  team’s  main  pitcher  and 

also got on base at a decent 

pace. Guest Steve Beddows pro-

vided invaluable pitching cover 

when Dave was injured.  

We played in five tournaments 

in 2017 and had a successful 

time. We started by having a 

winning record at Firstball, los-

ing a  tight  semi-final  to  the 

Bobcats.  At  Sefton  we  over-

achieved by reaching the Plate 

final. At North West Series 2 

we won the whole bowl of wax 

taking home the Gold Cup. We 

had another winning record at 

the  Manchester  tournament 

before recording a 5-1 record 

and taking the Silver cup at the 

3rd North West Series tourna-

ment. The highlight of our tour-

nament year was Sandra’s 2-

homer performance against the 

Sharks at the Manchester tour-

nament. 

A review of the year wouldn’t 

be complete without mention-

ing the fact that we supplied 

two players, Jonathan and Dan 

Downes, to the GB U19 Fast-

pitch team that played in the 

European championships in 

Prague in July.  Dave Wareham 

P W T L F RS RC Pct  Pts 
16  7 0 9  0 259 228 .438 30 

Name Start Sub HR MVP 
Aleck Aspinall 15 0 20 7 
Mike Cooney 15 0  2 1 
Jane Mordecai 14 0  0 8 
Chris Radford 14 0  9 2 
Hayley-Jane Sims14 0  0 5 
Cath Whitehead 14 0  0  1 
Laura Howarth 13 0  0 0 
Helen Smith 13 0  0 1 
Ben Miller  10 0  1 0 
Chris Smith 10 0  5 4 
Paul Warburton 10 0  3 1 
Rachel Cooper   9 0  0 0 
Peter Brannan   7 0  0 0 
Sinead Aisling   5 0  0 0 
Laura Bintcliffe   2 0  1 0 
Rolf Herbert   1 0  0 0 
Dan Jarman   1 0  0 0 
Lee Kendrick-Walker 1 0  1 0 
Jo Nuttall    1 0  0 0 
TOTALS  169 0 42 32 

THE 2017 season represented a 

significant moment for the Bar-

flies as we finally escaped 

MSL’s bottom division for the 

first time in our history (thanks 

to the Exec for introducing Di-

vision 5!) 

The squad was relatively set-

tled as we began the year, al-

though we welcomed Aleck 

Aspinall and Catherine White-

head with open arms after they 

joined us from the Moorkats. 

Both made outstanding contri-

butions both on and off the field 

and fitted in from day one, with 

Cath playing a variety of posi-

tions and Aleck settling in at 

shortstop. 

Another new addition was 

rookie Ben Miller, who made a 

huge impact with some great 

defensive play at 3rd base and 

contributing with three home 

runs in his ten games, despite 

having never even picked up a 

bat before attending just one 

training session before the sea-

son started. Great stuff, Ben! 

The season started off with 

back-to-back defeats against 

the Phoenix and Hurricanes 

before we got our bats going by 

scoring 43 in four innings 

against the Meteors, then los-

ing again the week after! Incon-

sistency was the story of our 

season, as we occasionally shot 

ourselves in the foot with a 

‘Barfly inning’ (an inning of 

many, many fielding errors, for 

the uninitiated). However, we 

did manage a four-game win-

ning streak midway through 

the season, including two con-

secutive walk-off wins which 

made for some good post-game 

chat in the pub, particularly as 

the second walk-off win against 

the Blue Jays came courtesy of 

captain Chris Radford’s home 

run, his fourth of the game (yes, 

I’m speaking in the third per-

son!) 

Home run contributions came 

from Chris Radford (9), Chris 

Smith (5), Ben Miller, Paul 

Warburton (both 3) and Mike 

Cooney (2), but we could not 

compete with Aleck who topped 

the division’s home run charts 

with 20, courtesy of some huge 

hits to all parts of the field as 

well as some ‘interesting’ base 

running, as he occasionally ran 

straight into some defensive 

run downs but somehow still 

ended up crossing home plate. 

Well done Aleck! 

Aleck (7) and Chris Smith (4) 

fought for male MVP honours. 

And Jane Mordecai edged out 

Hayley-Jane Sims by a similar 

margin. 

Even though the rest of us 

couldn’t compete for the affec-

tions of the opposition captains, 

everyone who played for the 

Barflies this season, whether it 

was five games or 15, put in an 

incredible amount of effort and 

played with smiles on their 

faces. It’s been really pleasing 

to see the improvements we’ve 

made as individuals and as a 

team, and I look forward to see-

ing what we can do next sea-

(Continued on page 12) 
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cal Phoenix spirit of having fun 

and enjoying what we do, I’m 

sure we will have more success. 

From my perspective as captain 

it has been an absolute honour 

to guide the relatively rookie 

team through this season. We 

have had an abundance of 

laughter on and off the pitch 

and I look forward to much 

more next season. 

Sandra Jones (aka Team mum)  

P W T L   F   RS   RC  Pct Pts 
14  1 0 13 0   137  254 .071 16 
Name Start Sub HRMVP 
Sonia Hine  14 0 0 4 
Nadia Peek 14 0 0 1 
Mike Hulme 12 1 1 5 
Kathryn Stockton 12 0 0 3 
Matt Fairweather 11 3 1 5 
Matt Ruff  11 0 0 1 
Chris Chu  10 0 5 2 
Mark Hayward 10 0 0 0 
Ann Gledson 9 0 0 2 
Ian Blease  4 0 2 1 
Andy Lott  4 0 0 0 

Rachel Williams   8 3 0 2 
Jo Chadwick   8 0 0 1 
Michelle Fisher   8 0 0 6 
Lizzie Larewnson   7 0 0 0 
Conrad Teixeira   6 4 0 0 
Julie Brenner   6 0 0 0 
Saifullah Alias   4 0 0 2 
Niemeh McCann   4 0 0 0 
Hannah Scott   3 2 0 0 
Anna Novelli   3 0 0 0 
Alex Charlesworth   2 2 0 0 
Amrita Shetty   2 0 0 0 
Chezel Abela   1 0 0 0 
Morgan Rigby   1 0 0 0 
Sandra Jones   0 1 0 0 
Ross Birch  10 0    11 0 
Baljit Ahluwalia   3 0 2 0 
Ellie Buckley   1 0 0 0 
Andrea Dee   1 0 0 0 
Sherry Kenyon   1 0 0 0 
Ian McCann   1 0 0 0 
TOTALS            154  21    34   26 

WELL, what a season it has 

been for the Phoenix. After sig-

nificant team changes we have 

gone from strength to strength. 

This was evident in coming sec-

ond in the Series 1 

MSL softball tournament and 

then winning the LGBT tourna-

ment (see picture), what a mo-

ment! 

For the first time in their his-

tory Phoenix have been pro-

moted to the third division!  We 

know this will be a huge chal-

lenge for us, but with the typi-

son! 

Finally, I have to give a special 

mention to Jane Mordecai who 

has selfishly decided to ditch us 

and head back to New Zealand. 

Jane as made a great contribu-

tion to the Barflies, captaining 

the team for a few seasons as 

well as organising the Base-

hunters indoor team, and gen-

erally just making sure that we 

all know what we’re doing and 

when! Jane stepped down as 

captain before this season but 

has still been a huge influence 

on the team and has been a 

great help to me. Many people 

will have played with or 

against Jane over the past few 

years and know what great fun 

she is on and off the field. Jane, 

I trust that this paragraph will 

suitably embarrass you, but 

we’ll all miss you dearly. Thank 

you! 

Overall, another great season of 

softball, and thanks to everyone 

we played against, the umpires 

and the Exec for making things 

run smoothly. Thanks to all the 

Barflies for putting up with my 

occasional rants, you’ve been 

awesome. Bring on 2018!   

        Chris Radford 

P W T L    F RS RC Pct Pts 
16 11 0 5 0 256 220 .688 38 
 
Name Start Sub HRMVP 
Ryan Noble 13 0    10 9 
Chloe Patient 13 0 0 0 
Sarah Sheedy 11 0 0  4 
Ben Heinitz 10 2 2 0 
Lee Scambler 10 1 1 0 
Ben Hughes   9 2 3 1 
Tom Scott    8 4 5 1 

Review of the year 

(continued from page 11) 
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Julie Lott  4 0 0 2 
Mike Lott  4 0 0 0 
Nick Plummer 2 0 0 0 
Louisa Scott 1 1 0 1 
Paul Colton 1 0 0 0 
Chris Jones 1 0 0 0 
Bailey Saunders 3 0 0 1 
Nancy Bennett 2 0 0 0 
Tom Atkinson 1 0 0 0 
Jan Bradley 1 0 0 0 
Hayley Broadbent 1 0 0 0 
Rachel Gavaghan 1 0 0 0 
Kyrstie Hewitt 1 0 0 0 
Sarah Marks 1 0 0 0 
Alexa Martinez 1 0 0 0 
Linni Mitchell 1 0 0 0 
Angie Thompson 1 0 0 0 
Beth Werakso 1 0 0 0 
Maz Yung  1 0 0 0 
TOTALS         140 5 9   26 

BATTING STATS (leading hitters) 

Name PA AB H BB OBP Av 
Fairweather 46 41 27 5 .696 .659 
Ruff 37 35 22 2 .649 .629 
Chu 36 34 17 1 .500 .500 
Hulme 45 42 20 3 .511 .476 
Gledson 31 26 12 5 .548 .462 
Stockton 42 38 16 4 .476 .421 
Hayward 36 34 12 2 .389 .353 
Hine 53 44 13 9 .415 .295 
Peek 51 48 14 3 .333 .292 

THE mid life crisis is a terrible 

thing, marked in different ways 

by different people. Kats es-

chewed the obvious choices of a 

sports car or a younger lover 

and chose to mark the impend-

ing middle age of our founding 

gang by ditching our old faith-

ful Lotts of five years standing, 

and replacing them with a new, 

younger, sexier Lott, like the 

banishing of the old leader of 

the lions pride to the savannah 

wastelands—in this case 

Greensox, themselves under-

taking a process akin to the cir-

cle of life. 

Sadly for this bunch of old fo-

geys, the season ended in final-

day disappointment, in a game 

that was a microcosm of Kats’ 

entire season. Only mercied 

once over the duration of the 

season, we consistently ran a 

host of the very top teams close 

all season, rarely losing by 

more than four runs, but just 

could not find a way to win 

those games, with the story fre-

quently being Division 1 qual-

ity defence for five innings of-

ten spoiled by one or two in-

nings of aberration, so fre-

quently punished at the very 

top level in a way that maybe 

we would have got away with in 

the previous year. Kats often 

outhit opponents in terms of 

total hits, but were also regu-

larly guilty of leaving huge 

numbers of runners on base, 

perhaps a consequence of losing 

our main players capable of 

clearing the outfield and mak-

ing the big play — though 

Chris Chu made a great effort 

in this regard, leading Kats 

with five homers. 

There were a number of bright 

spots over the course of the sea-

son. Although we lost enor-

mously important players in 

Mike and Julie Lott and Ian 

Blease at critical points in the 

season, as well as infield stal-

wart Rachel Campbell-Cook 

missing the whole season 

through injury, this allowed for 

the emergence of Mike Hulme 

as a consistent first-choice 

short stop. Matt Ruff marked 

his first season in the top flight 

by refinding his batting mojo 

and emerging as one of the elite 

pitchers in MSL, and similarly 

Ann Gledson snapped herself 

out of her own previous year’s 

batting funk to post an overall 

OBP of .548 for the season. 

Andy Lott also marked himself 

out as an obvious huge talent 

for the future, with a stand-out 

pitching performance on the 

final day of the season which 

would have kept the Kats up, 

had he not been let down by a 

couple of lacklustre innings in 

the field and some inconsistent 

batting across the team. 

As for the rest of us—well, you 

all know what you’re going to 

get from us by now. Kath Stock-

ton will give you cheeky and 

chippy and smack it over your 

head when you least expect it, 

Nick Plummer will give you 

cheeky and chippy and not 

smack it over your head, Nadia 

Peek continues to be the world’s 

unluckiest woman, consistently 

absolutely drilling balls only to 

seemingly have a magnetic at-

traction to fielders, Mark Hay-

ward will be the world’s most 

laid-back man, your author will 

continue to defy advancing 

years by needlessly charging 

around the outfield covering 

twice the distance necessary, 

and at the end of it all you’ll 

give Sonia Hine the MVP be-

cause she is the queen of the 

breakfast of champions. 

Matt Fairweather 

D R I Z Z L E 
P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
14  4 0  10  0 234  261 .286 22 
Name Start Sub  HRMVP 
Brad Hadwin 14 0 8 4 
Andrew Bogie 13 0 2 3 
Ellie Phillips 12 0 1 5 
Laura Somers 12* 0 0 0 
Beth Werakso 12 0 0 4 
Faye Evans 11 1 0 0 
Tomm Childs 11 0 0 2 
Dean Phillips 11 0 4 1 
Amy Somers   9 1 0 2 
Elley McGinnis   8 0 0 3 
Humberto Soto   5 1 2 1 
Laura Hartley   5 0 0 0 
Alun Jones 4 1 0 1 
Dean Cull 2 0 1 0 
Terrence Walkden 2 0 0 0 
Kirsty Downing 1 0 0 1 
Jeremy Holloway 1 0 0 0 
Chris McLean 1 0 0 1 
Leonie Mumford 1 0 0 0 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Sam Pepper 0 1 0 1 
Pia Schale 0 1 0 0 
Baljit Ahluwalia 2 0 2 0 
Aleck Aspinall 2 0 0 1 
Mario Escobedo 1 0 3 0 
Joe Grantham 1 0 2 0 
Sandeep Jayaprakesh 1 0 0 0 
Nikki Pugh 1 0 0 0 
Richard Sarver 1 0 0 0 
Harry Somers 1 0 0 0 
Amy Tanner 1 0 0 0 
TOTALS          146 6   25   28 
*incl. 3 apps as guest (after transfer) 

BATTING STATS (leading hitters) 

Name PA AB H BB OBP Av 
Hadwin 64 59 45 6 .797 .763 
Phillips E 57 52 38 5 .754 .731 
Soto 26 26 19 0 .731 .731 
Bogie 55 48 35 7 .764 .729 
McGinnis 31 31 20 0 .645 .645 
Phillips D 45 44 27 1 .622 .614 
Somers A 41 32 18 8 .634 .563 
Werakso 53 45 25 8 .623 .556 
Somers L 47 45 24 2 .553 .533 
Hartley 24 23 12 1 .542 .522 
Evans 45 44 18 1 .422 .409 

The new incarnation of Drizzle 

played well without much luck 

in its first season in the lofty 

heights of Division 3. With only 

one win in the first rotation, 

you could be forgiven for think-

ing the team had struggled to 

adapt, but it was within one hit 

of beating both teams that were 

eventually to be promoted, Ti-

gers and the undefeated Bats, 

and competed closely against 

much more experienced play-

ers. Three further wins were 

duly recorded in the second ro-

tation, including a very memo-

rable close finish against an 

experienced Outlaws line-up. 

While lots of August absences 

made Drizzle less competitive 

in the final games, plenty of 

new faces got their first chance 

to try out softball with us, sug-

gesting there continues to be a 

healthy growing interest in the 

sport around Manchester. 

Shortstop Brad Hadwin, who 

Review of the year 
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led the team’s batting stats 

with 54 RBIs, deserves a spe-

cial mention for a great final 

season with Drizzle, as does 

Ellie Phillips, who continued to 

combine powerful hitting with 

speed and skill in the field. 

Likewise Amy Somers, Beth 

Werakso, and 16-year-old 

rookie Elley McGinnis joined 

the team this season to com-

plete a formidable female line-

up. Once again, Drizzle was a 

pleasure to captain, a fun, posi-

tive team to play in, and a 

credit to everyone who was part 

of the 2017 season.   

Andrew Bogie 

P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
14  2 0  12 0 158  277 .143 18 
Name Start Sub  HR MVP 
Paul Duffy 12 0 5 1 
Janette Rayton 12 0 0 5 
Nathan Brookes 10 0 2 0 
Rebecca Cantrill 10 0 0 0 
Zac Rayson 10 0 6 5 
Ellie Sams 10 0 0 0 
SophieTemple 10 0 0 6 
Laura Bintcliffe 9 0 0 0 
Edmund Woodcock 9 0 6 1 
Joanne Nutall 8 0 0 0 
Simon Baird 7 1 0 0 
Jonathan Cantrill 7 0 1 2 
Simon Sharp 7 1 0 6 
Alan Bruce 6 0 1 0 
Becky Baird 3 0 0 0 
Lorraine Wetton 4* 0 0 0 
Philip Cantrill 1 0 0 0 
Mandy Ashton 2 0 0 0 
Kirsti Ahmed 1 0 0 0 
Jane Mordecai 1 0 0 0 

Tom Nolan 1 0 0 0 
Laura Somers 1 0 0 0 
Dave Warren 1 0 1 0 
TOTALS             142 2   22    26 
*incl 1 app as guest (before transfer) 

P W T L F RS RC Pct Pts 
16  5 0  11 0 239  275 .313 26 
Name Start Sub  HR MVP 
Mandy Ashton 15 1 0 4 
Ian Millar 14 0 0 1 
Dave Warren 14 0 4 4 
Kath Rheid 13 0 0 5 
Gemma Wallace 13 0 0 0 
Sarah Douglas 12 0 0 0 
Anthony Henderson12 0 8 3 
Stewart Pilling 12 0 1 1 
Amy Millar 11 1 2 4 
Chris Wilson-Grady 10 0 2 1 
Scott Barton 9 0 5 1 
Claire Holden 9 0 0 0 
Tom Nolan 8 0 5 3 
Vanessa Nolan 6 0 0 0 
Liam Nolan 5 0 0 0 
Jessica Whiting 5 0 0 1 
Paul Duffy 2 0 0 1 
Laura Bintcliffe 1 0 0 0 
Alan Bruce 1 0 0 0 
Joanne Nutall 1 0 0 0 
Jay Rayton 1 0 0 0 
Ellie Sams 2 0 1 1 
SophieTemple 1 0 0 0 
Ed Woodcock 1 0 0 0 
TOTALS           128 2    28  30 

BATTING STATS (leading hitters) 

Name PA AB H BB OBP Av 
Warren 56 51 43 5 .857 .843 
Henderson 46 43 28 3 .674 .651 
Barton 34 34 22 0 .647 .647 
Nolan T 28 28 18 0 .643 .643 
Millar I 59 50 32 9 .695 .640 
W-Grady 37 36 23 1 .649 .639 
Millar A 45 45 28 0 .622 .622 
Nolan L 24 24 14 0 .583 .583 
Pilling 43 35 20 8 .651 .571 



by David “I didn’t push her” 

Warren and Mr Bruce took the 

lead for the new Division 3 Rip-

pers team. 

Although neither team won 

that many games, there are 

other awards that we claimed 

this year that pretty much no 

one else came close: 

Most drunken – Bruce fell into 

the boot of a car, Dave Warren 

face-planted a bench, Anthony 

Henderson had paramedics 

break down a toilet cubicle door 

and Ed Woodcock forgot where 

he lived for three whole days 

and slept under a bridge. 

Most tattoos of sex offenders – 

Dave Warren with two: Dave 

Lee Travis and Stuart Hall. 

Simliarity to Yorkshire Ripper 

Award – Chris Wilson Grady. 

Most consistent facial hair – 
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Holden 33 31 16 2 .545 .516 
Rhead 49 45 23 4 .551 .511 
Douglas 51 45 21 6 .529 .467 
Wallace 49 43 20 6 .531 .465 
Ashton 58 53 22 5 .466 .415 

ATER the Rippers’ initial suc-

cessful season and having 

taken a first-season promotion, 

we were inundated with re-

quests to join our super fun 

club and therefore we opened 

the doors to a few new players. 

With the collapse of the Fal-

cons, we added a number of 

their girls to our roster and had 

enough players for two teams 

(thanks Lee). 

As we don’t like elitism of any 

kind, we decided to just split 

the teams based on who was 

available on which nights and 

who was not available due to 

some nefarious activity. Thus 

the Vipers team was born, led 

Rippers and Pirates observe a minute’s silence be-
fore their game May 25th, following the terrorist at-

tack the previous Monday           Photo Martine Knight 

Sophie Temple. 

Most likely to become a serial 

killer – Stewart Pilling. 

Both teams, although not fin-

ishing as well as we had in our 

first season, still remained posi-

tive at all times and probably 

had more fun than most other 

teams. Why? Because that’s 

what we do! 

Oh, we also may have been in 

the spotlight a couple of times 

for other things which have 

helped to lead to a very wel-

come change to the guesting 

rules! 

Oh and we were highlighted for 

the BSUK spotlight too one 

week. 

So as the fastest growing team 

in the MSL, we salute each and 

everyone of you.                 Bruce 



a|vx àÉ áxx çÉâ? àÉ áxx çÉâ AAAa|vx àÉ áxx çÉâ? àÉ áxx çÉâ AAAa|vx àÉ áxx çÉâ? àÉ áxx çÉâ AAA   
583  people played softball in MSL this year, 12 

more than last year (the same increase as 

last year). There were 459 players rostered pre-

season, of whom 60 didn’t play at all. 126 joined the 

league during the season. We still haven’t found a 

good way to count rookies: we asked captains to iden-

tify rookies on their rosters, but didn’t check new 

players during the season. A reasonable estimate 

would be that about a fifth of MSL players are rookies 

this year. 

ZÉÉw ztÅx? zÉÉw ztÅxZÉÉw ztÅx? zÉÉw ztÅxZÉÉw ztÅx? zÉÉw ztÅx   
245  games were played, 26 fewer than last 

year, due to the reduced division sizes. In 

Divs 1 to 3 teams got 14 or 15 games. In Divs 4 and 5 

everyone got 16 games. There were 4 forfeits.  

j{tà wÉ ÑÉ|Çàá Åt~xRj{tà wÉ ÑÉ|Çàá Åt~xRj{tà wÉ ÑÉ|Çàá Åt~xR   
6,687  runs were scored at an average of 27, 

28, 29, 31 and 29 per game in Divisions 1 

through 5 respectively, which is remarkably even. The 

weekly average ranged from 36.1 in week 2 down to 

23.1 in the final week. There were just two shutouts, 

pretty much the norm in recent years. The Rebels 

were the league’s top scorers with 359 runs (22.4 per 

game) and at 10.9 had the best run difference per 

game. The meanest defence was the Lions with a 

mere 96 runs conceded at 6.4 per game. The winless 

newbie Meteors predictably scored the fewest runs at 

6.6 per game, and conceded the most, 25.8 per game.  

_xàËá Åxxà à{x áàtÜá Éy ÉâÜ á{Éã_xàËá Åxxà à{x áàtÜá Éy ÉâÜ á{Éã_xàËá Åxxà à{x áàtÜá Éy ÉâÜ á{Éã   
925  home runs were scored, of which 27 were 

grand slams. This is a 16% increase on last 

year despite there being  fewer games. Homers hit by 

women account for just under a tenth of the total. 

W|wÇËà à{xç wÉ ãxÄÄRW|wÇËà à{xç wÉ ãxÄÄRW|wÇËà à{xç wÉ ãxÄÄR   
29  players played in every game for their team, 

as listed below. Where a fielding position is 

given, they started every game in that position. 

Bats (14 games) Sue Gibson 

Blue Jays (16) Simon Ronksley*, Jennifer Williams 

Camels (16) Tom Atkinson, Anthony Boffey 

Dodgers (14) Simon Hepburn  

Drizzle (14) Brad Hadwin (SS)* 

Freeze (16) Emma Ashby 

Greensox (15) Angie Thompson 

Hackers (16) Daniel Johansson (P) 
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Mavericks (15) Charlie Cook 

Mayhem (15) Steve Howard (P), Richard Thompson 

Meteors (16) Dan McDowell 

Moorkats (14) Matt Fairweather, Sonia Hine, Nadia 

Peek 

Mutineers (15) Joe Grantham* 

Pirates (13) Faye Dunlop, Natalie Robinson 

Rebels (16) Conor Battersby, Julian Jones, Hayley 

McTear 

Speeders (15) Emma Bennett (LF)* 

Thunder (15) Emma Carruthers* 

Tigers (14) Michael Miah 

Titans (16) Karyn Cooper, Richard Taylor 

Vipers (16) Mandy Ashton 

* Players marked thus were also ever-present last 

year. Of these, Brad Hadwin was also ever-present 

in 2015 and is therefore now leading the consecutive 

appearances list with a 51-game streak, some 30 

games short of Andy Gardner’s 5-year streak which 

came to an end this August. 

With guesting opportunities now on two nights, 

there’s plenty of opportunity to play extra games. 

Hayley McTear played the most: on top of her 16 

games for Rebels, she guested 16 times (14 of them, 

for Camels).  

lÉâËÜx Åç ytäÉâÜ|àxálÉâËÜx Åç ytäÉâÜ|àxálÉâËÜx Åç ytäÉâÜ|àxá   
137  players from every team except and 

Hackers made guest appearances with 

every team from the Lions (2) to the Camels (27). 
Martine Knight played for the most different teams, 

eight of them including her own. 

b^ wÉÄÄ|xá? wÉ çÉâÜ wxtÄ|Çzb^ wÉÄÄ|xá? wÉ çÉâÜ wxtÄ|Çzb^ wÉÄÄ|xá? wÉ çÉâÜ wxtÄ|Çz   
23  transfers were logged during the season, 

with one player transferring twice, and 

one three times! That was 8 more than last year. 

Z|äx âá t àã|ÜÄZ|äx âá t àã|ÜÄZ|äx âá t àã|ÜÄ   
35.5  is the average age of all rostered 

players, the youngest being 14 years 

1 day when the season began though she didn’t 

actually play until August. The league’s oldest 

player hit a home run on the final day at the age 

of 69 years 7 months and 12 days. 

\ËÅ |Ç v{tÜzx\ËÅ |Ç v{tÜzx\ËÅ |Ç v{tÜzx   

94%  of games had a neutral blu, just up on 

last year. The figure would have been 

even higher but for a disastrous final week when 

4 of the 15 games lacked a blu. Tuesdays had 

100% coverage. 21 different people umpired. 

Subheadings courtesy of the recently departed Sir 

Bruce Forsyth.  

Statto’s corner 
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MVP leading contenders 

Division 1 (female)  
Charlie Cook (Mavericks) 

Nicola Duerden (Dodgers) 

Ali Marrs (Dodgers) 

Division 1 (male)  
Nathan Barratt (Lightning) 

Mike Hulme (Meerkats) 

Division 2 (female) 
Emma Bennett (Speeders) 

Clare Heathcote (Speeders) 

Kate Shearer (Sharks) 

Division 2 (male)  
Chris Gresty (Mavericks II) 

 Stephen Howard (Mayhem) 

Division 3 (female) 
Tereza Kokocińska (Tigers) 

 Beryl Lannin-Jones (Bats) 

Ellie Phillips (Drizzle) 

Nat Robinson (Pirates) 

 Sophie Temple (Rippers) 

Division 3 (male) 
Zac Rayson (Rippers) 

Alex Bates (Bats) 

Division 4 (female) 
Sarah Bennett (Hurricanes) 

 Hayley McTear (Rebels) 

Jane Mordecai (Barflies) 

Division 4 (male) 
Aleck Aspinall (Barflies) 

  Ryan Noble (Phoenix) 

Richard Taylor (Titans) 

Division 5 (female) 
Emma Ashby (Freeze) 

Bryony James (Meteors) 

Division 5 (male) 
Phil Cosgrove (Colt 45s) 

Simon Ronksley (Blue Jays) 

 Jordan Wilcock (Enforcers) 

4 and 5 titles go to the wire. 

Hackers looked like they 

were heading for a perfect 

season until defeat by Phoenix 

the previous week, handing 

Rebels a chance to snatch the 

title. They were one game be-

hind the Hackers, but a win 

by 5 runs or more would hand 

them the title on head-to-head 

aggregate score. In the end 

the win was decisive, with the 

Hackers managing only one 

circuit in the whole game.  

SO who would be the MSL’s 

inaugural Division 5 champi-

ons? Enforcers had led the 

Three titles go to final game 

(continued from page 1) 

base, and can no longer be used 

by a team to play 6&6. Guests 

can still pitch however: an Exec 

proposal to require guest pitch-

ers to be replaced in the batting 

line-up by a DH (designated 

hitter, in its correct sense) was 

defeated by 15-8. And in a pro-

posal from the floor, it was 

agreed that a guest could sub-

stitute for a rostered player 

anywhere in the order, as long 

as the player had had at least 

Captains vote in helmets  

(continued from page 1) 

one turn at bat. This ruling re-

moves the question, out-

standing from this season’s 

guest rule violations involving 

subs, of what “top of the order” 

means in the case of a guest 

substitution. 

In the AGM following the Cap-

tains’ meeting, all of this year’s 

Exec were re-elected, with the 

exception of Jan Bradley, step-

ping down from the Communi-

cations post, to be replaced by 

Dave Wareham joining the 

Exec, by my calculations, for a 

third time. 

division by one game since the 

split, but had lost earlier in 

the season to their nearest ri-

vals, Colt 45s. Enforcers also 

had a forfeit, back in May, 

blotting their record, but in 

the end it didn’t matter: Colts 

were 9-4 up after two innings, 

and held on for a 15-9 win 

leaving both teams with ten 

wins overall, but Colts 2-0 up 

on head-to-head (and a league 

point better off for good meas-

ure). 

AND last but not least, the 

Bats were already 5 games up 

on the 2nd-place Tigers, and 

completed a perfect season 

with a comfortable win. 

Congrats to all the champions! 
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Rookie of the Year nominations 

Adam Hugill (Spittin’ 
Camels) 
“Tall” Adam, a cricketer with a 

penchant for garish orange 

clothing and an incredible first 

name, is the 

perfect fit 

for Camels!   

Adam joined 

the softball 

fraternity 

almost by 

accident, 

playing in 

the indoor 

league with 

former col-

leagues, as something to do in 

the cricket off-season, claiming 

that he would not have time to 

play in the summer because he 

plays cricket every day, apart 

from Monday and Wednesday. 

Little did he know that he 

would catch the softball bug 

and become a regular attendee 

at training (on Mondays) and a 

pivotal part of a league-

winning side (on Wednesdays).  

When Adam came off the bench 

to hit a game-changing Grand 

Slam home run in the second 

game of the season, I knew we 

had a real talent. Adam went 

on to play a part in 14 out of 

the 15 league games, missing 

only one game as his girlfriend 

demanded they went on holi-

day so that she could see him 

for more than five minutes a 

week! He has guested for and 

played tournaments with other 

teams, but perhaps the defin-

ing period of Adam’s season as 

a player was at Manchester 

Main Tournament. Camels 

were asked to step up to Comp 

to fill a gap in the schedule, a 

level of softball not experienced 

before by the current cohort, 

but Adam took it in his stride 

and was one of the standout per-

formers of the weekend. He 

topped the team’s batting aver-

ages and was impeccable in the 

outfield, in what was a rela-

tively successful first foray into 

the higher echelons of British 

softball for the team as a whole.     

For all of his natural talent, 

willingness to learn a new game 

and competitive nature, which 

sees Adam strive to improve 

both his own and team perform-

ances on the field, it is the 

things he has done off the field 

that have impressed me most. 

His willingness to get involved 

in club duties has seen him lug 

equipment around, learn to 

score properly and even admit to 

reading the Captain’s Handbook 

cover to cover (I assume he 

couldn’t sleep one night!) to gain 

a good understanding of the nu-

ances of the game, well, as good 

as one could expect in their 

rookie season.   

In true rookie fashion, Adam 

has borne the brunt of the jokes, 

but gives as good as he gets. He 

contributes immensely to the 

team spirit, which has been piv-

otal to the successes of the sea-

son. I look forward to the sea-

sons ahead, where without 

doubt Adam will be a key mem-

ber of the team and club, both 

on and off the field, and if he is 

persistent enough he may 

even…bring the Gillette back 

into fashion! (AB) 

Phil Kirby (Meteors)  
Phil has been a consistently 

good player throughout the out-

door season with five MVP 

nominations, but he has also 

been one of the few players on 

the Meteors to attend the prac-

tices organised with other teams 

in order to improve. He has 

played 12 games out of the 16, 

and given 

plenty of 

notice 

when he 

has been 

unable to 

attend. 

Phil has 

attended 

several 

tourna-

ments including the North 

West Series, LGBT tournament 

and the Manchester Tourna-

ment. For the LGBT tourna-

ment Phil organised his own 

team consisting of his work 

mates and brought in other in-

dividuals from the league as 

required. He organised a coach-

ing session for his work mates 

with a Division 1 player, as well 

as holding after work and 

lunchtime practice sessions to 

prepare and train them prior to 

the event. As a result of Phil 

entering a work team into the 

tournament, he recruited three 

new players to join the Meteors. 

Phil also acts as treasurer for 

our team. (BJ) 

Andy Lott (Meerkats)  
Andrew joined Meerkats’ 

league team in the second half 

of the season having taken up 

the game earlier this 

year in the Sefton 

league. One of 

his first experiences 

was in the Kats 

tournament 

team early 

in the year 

and he 

im- pressed 

with his tenac-

ity and will-

ingness to 

learn the 

game.  

Andy 

an-
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swered the Kats call for some 

much needed youthful enthusi-

asm in July, and quickly be-

came one of the teams most 

versatile players, playing in 

most positions in the infield 

and competently holding his 

own with the bat in the tough 

learning environment of Divi-

sion One. The highlight—and 

an example of how much the 

team came to trust him and de-

pend on him in a very short 

space of time—was Andy mak-

ing his pitching debut in the 

Kats’ critical final league game 

of the season, the relegation 

decider against Lightning 

where he pitched absolutely 

impeccably, striking out three 

Lightning batters against only 

one walk allowed and allowing 

only 13 runs, of which only 8 

were earned. (MF) 

Bryony James 
(Meteors) 
Bryony has been instrumental 

in getting the team off the 

ground for the outdoor 

season, not only ad-

ministratively on things 

like our constitution, but 

also to make sure we had 

sufficient players to get going. 

She’s worked with other teams 

to get us involved with friend-

lies and training sessions, and 

she’s attended pretty much 

every one. In addition she’s 

played in a number of tourna-

ments this year, not just for 

the Meteors but for a number 

of other teams, and guested 

for a couple of teams 

throughout the year. From 

a playing perspective, she has 

been our team’s MVP 10 times 

this season and really got in-

volved with every opportunity 

to learn that’s been available 

and improved massively during 

the year. She has done our scor-

ing throughout the year and 

taught a number of our team 

how to score. Not only has she 

been a rookie player, she’s also 

been our captain and had to 

quickly learn and manage all 

the requirements for that as 

well in her first season. For 

these reasons I would like to 

nominate her for Rookie of the 

Year. (PK) Bryony came into 

softball through the BSUK run 

indoor session held at the soc-

cerdome over the winter.  She 

was instrumental in turning 

the Meteors from an indoor 

team into a new team in Divi-

sion 4 of the outdoor 

league.  Not only did she take 

on the role of captain but she 

also was one of the team’s main 

pitchers, which in my opinion is 

the hardest position to 

play.  Although the team failed 

to win a league game this sea-

son, Bryony has led the Mete-

ors to success in the North 

West Series.  Like all of 

the Meteors she has 

made tremendous pro-

gress in her playing 

ability as the season 

went on.  She has or-

ganised friendly 

matches and train-

ing sessions with 

other teams.  De-

spite the lack of 

wins Bryony has 

managed to keep 

the team spirit 

high.  Having 

spent a lot 

of time 

around 

the 

team I can 

assure you they are desperate 

for that first league win and it 

will come.  On top of being cap-

tain and pitcher, Bryony has 

been part of the Basehunters 

team at a few tourna-

ments.  She has also helped out 

other teams when they have 

been short.  I think she is a 

worthy winner of Rookie of the 

Year. (DD) 

It’s safe to say as us Meteors 

are the new rookie team on the 

block, it has been challenging 

at times to find everyone's 

niche position, manage player 

expectation alongside navigat-

ing organising pitches, events 

and getting used to all the 

admin. Bryony has excelled at 

it! She approaches everything 

with a smile and her positive 

attitude is just infectious, even 

when the team gets upset be-

cause we missed easy plays. If 

there is ever any issue she ap-

proaches it head on dealing 

with it upfront making playing 

a stress free enjoyable experi-

ence, which is important when 

we are all new to the sport and 

cant get frustrated. Her pitch-

ing has come on strides, tempt-

ing some real long time players 

into some silly decisions. She’s 

a great all rounder and totally 

deserves the award. (LH) 

Amy Millar (Vipers) 
Amy joined the Rippers one day 

when we were short; driving all 

the way from Chester to roster 

for us to help with numbers 

during a particularly holiday-

heavy week. From then on, she 

has grown from a player help-

ing out to a valued member of 

(Continued on page 20) 
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MVPs team by team 

Bats  Beryl Lannin-Jones Alex Bates 

Barflies Jane Mordecai Alec Aspinall 

Blue Jays  Siobhan O’Shaughnessy Simon Ronksley  

Camels Lyndsey Bygrave Thomas Atkinson 

Camels II Helen Rossiter, Rachel Sewell 

  Lee Kendrick-Walker 

Colt 45s Nicola Pugh Phil Cosgrove 

Dodgers Nic Duerden, Ali Marrs  

                  Suchit Desai, Simon Hepburn 

Drizzle Ellie Phillips Brad Hadwin 

Enforcers Nicola Brown   Jordan Wilcock 

Freeze      Emma Ashby Steve Beddows, Chris Frost 

Greensox Vicky Green Danny Gunn 

Hackers Ella Mills, Grace Mills Darren Corner 

Hurricanes Sarah Bennett Carl McCarthy 

Lightning Becci Wadeson Nathan Barratt 

Lions Kate Barlow Luis Congote 

Mavericks Charlie Cook Pete Nightingale 

Mavericks II Isla Gemmill, Tanya Lochery 

  Chris Gresty 

Mayhem  Sarah Marks, Linni Mitchell  

  Stephen Howard 

Meerkats Sonia Hine Mike Hulme 

Meteors Bryony James four players 

Mutineers Tash Miotk, Kate Williamson 

  Joe Grantham 

Outlaws Nancy Bennett, Bailey Saunders  

                  Ian McCann, Chris Thompson 

Phoenix Michelle Fisher Ryan Noble 

Pirates Natalie Robinson James Ridgway 

Rebels Hayley McTear David Eaton 

Rippers Sophie Temple Zac Rayson 

Sharks Kate Shearer Paul Colton 

Speeders Emma Bennett, Clare Heathcote 

  Chris Lennon 

Storm Mario Ruedo Kara Buzza 

Thunder Chloe Llewellyn  

              Luis Arrevillagas, Gareth Evans 

Tigers  Tereza Kokocińska  

                    Dan Downers, Michael Meah 

Titans Katie Flanagan Richard Taylor 

Vipers Kat Rhead Anthony Henderson 

the Urmston Rippers club, taking part in all of the 

Vipers games for the season and getting stuck in 

behind the scenes in helping run the team and 

other aspects. 

She has taken a much more active role within the 

club. She helps tirelessly with the behind the 

scenes organisation, helping us organise the tour-

naments we attend, also taking an active role in 

organising our own tournament “Lagerball”. She is 

always one of the first to volunteer her services 

with the menial, less fun tasks. 

As with most, if not all nominations, Amy is now 

one of our best players even though she had never 

picked up a glove/bat before and is now hitting 

homeruns for fun. 

She has played a massive role in both NWSS tour-

naments so far, where we won Silver and Bronze 

and also in the Manchester Main where we topped 

Bronze, our best Trophy so far. She also won MVP 

in each of the four last league games she started. 

As well as attending every game she also attends 

every training session we run, even though it 

takes her over an hour to travel from home. 

This is why I wish to nominate Amy for this pres-

tigious award. She is an excellent player, but more 

importantly she is an asset to the club. Anyone 

can swing a bat, but not everyone will go to the 

lengths that Amy does to help, and always with a 

smile on her face (and with a 3 hour round trip 

every week). (AB) 

Malyn Wainwright (Mayhem 
Freeze) 
Malyn came to us for indoor training in February 

this year and has been playing with a smile on her 

face ever since! 

She has been a very 

loyal player and has 

taken part in every 

fixture except her 

two-week holiday 

break.  She volun-

teered for the Man-

chester Tournament 

which she thought 

may have been above 

her “pay grade” but 

acquitted herself 

very well.   

She arrives to games 

early and happily 

Rookie of the year nominations (cont. from page 19) 

greets all her teammates.  She is a very de-

pendable and cheerful member of team both at 

matches and social events. 

Malyn took on the match fees collection for 

Freeze without being asked and devised a sys-

tem which meant we maintained a 100% pay-

ment. 

She has settled into the position of catcher and 

rarely lets a ball get past her.  She even de-

clared that she was liking the role, which we 

believe is true loyalty!? (PW) 
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Softball records 
  This season All-time record 

Biggest winning 

margin 

43 Barflies 43 Meteors 0 (4 inns) 16.5 

     Colt 45s 49 Meteors 6 (3½ inns) 6.6 

59 Mavericks 65 Bats 6, 27.5.98 

     Mavericks 64 Runners 5, 25.7.01 

Biggest winning 

margin with RAR 

43 Barflies 43 Meteors 0 (4 inns) 16.5 

     Colt 45s 49 Meteors 6 (3½ inns) 6.6 

43 Barflies 43 Meteors 0 (4 inns) 16.5.17 

    Colt 45s 49 Meteors 6 (3½ inns) 6.6.17 

Highest individual 

score 

49 Colt 45s v Meteors (3½ inns) 6.6 65 Mavericks v Bats, 27.5.98 

     Outlaws v Bats (6 inns) 3.6.09 

Highest total score 65 Rebels 40 Colt 45s 25 (6 inns) 9.5 88 Outlaws 65 Bats 23 (6 inns) 3.6.09 

Lowest total score 11 Enforcers 8 Hurricanes 3, 2.5 

     Enforcers 7 Blue Jays 4, 8.8 

2   Outlaws 2 Greensox 0, 15.5.13 

Highest losing score 31  Bats 33 Drizzle 31, 25.5 34 Greensox 35 Pirates 34 (5 inns) 1.5.96 

Highest losing 

score with RAR 

25  Colt 45s v Rebels (6 inns) 9.5 25 Colt 45s v Rebels (6 inns) 9.5.17 

Lowest winning 

score 

7 Rippers 7 Outlaws 5, 22.6 

  Enforcers 7 Blue Jays 4, 8.8 

2 Greensox 2 Lions 1, 13.6.12 

   Outlaws 2 Greensox 0, 15.5.13 

Narrowest win 0.019 (=1/53) 

Camels II 27 Mavericks II 26, 10.5 

Mayhem 27 Sharks 26, 10.5 

0.014 (=1/69) 

Greensox 35 Pirates 34 (5 inns) 1.5.96 

Highest-scoring tie   37-37 Bats v M16s, 24.5.95 

Consecutive ties   3  Pirates (16.8.16 to 30.8.16) 

Most extra innings 4 Dodgers 14 Mavericks 15 (11 ins) 5.7 4 Dodgers 14 Mavericks 15 (11 ins) 5.7.17 

Highest score in 

an inning 

36 Colt 45s 3rd (v Meteors) 6.6 

  

36 Colt 45s 3rd (v Meteors) 6.6.17 

  

Shutouts Barflies 43 Meteors 0 (4 inns) 16.5 

Camels 16 Camels II 0 (4½ inns) 26.7 

First: Tribe 30 Spirits 0, 6.5.98 

Biggest: Speeders 53 Eagles 0 (6 inns) 

20.5.98 

Most in a year: 6 (2009) 

Most HRs in a 

game (team)  

9 Rebels (v Colt 45s) 9.5 

   Mavericks II (v Camels II) 10.5 

   Lions (v Lightning) 21.6 

16 Outlaws (v Bats) 3.6.09 

Most HRs in a 

game (individual) 

 

4 Mario Rueda (STO) v Tigers, 25.5 

   Richard Taylor (TTN) v Meteors, 13.6 

   Chris Radford (BFL) v Blue Jays, 4.7 

6 Andrew Rawson (Outlaws) v Bats, 3.6.09 

  

Most HRs in a 

game (total) 

13 Rebels (9) v Colt 45s (4) 9.5 

     Sharks (7) v Mayhem (6) 10.5 

20 Outlaws (16) v Bats (4) 3.6.09 

Most GSs in a game  2 Meteors (0) v Freeze (2), 9.5 4 Outlaws II (3) v Dragons (1) 31.7.13 (Cup) 

Most GS in a game 

(individual)  

2 Adam Ashby (Freeze) v Meteors, 9.5 

  

2 Carl McCarthy (LIG) v VIP, 10.6.08 

   Dave Dean (BFL) v FRZ, 1.7.14 

   Paul Colton (SHA) v LIG 18.5.16 

   Darren Corner (HAC) v ENF, 5.7.16 

   Paul Colton (SHA) v STO, 27.7.16 

   Adam Ashby (FRZ) v MET, 9.5.17 

Longest winning 

streak 

17+ Bats, 9.8.16 (continues) 32 Mavericks, 27.4.05 to 30.5.07 

Longest losing 

streak 

15+ Meteors, 2.5 (continues) 22 Dragons, 27.6.12 to 17.7.13 

Longest streak of 

consecutive games  

81 Andy Gardner (Mayhem II and Mav-

ericks II) 23.4.13 to 9.8.17 

75 Anthony Garcia Reyes (Mayhem) 

19.4.11 to 13.5.15  (one team) 

81 Andy Gardner (Mayhem II and Maver-

icks II) 23.4.13 to 9.8.17 

Note: Home runs were first recorded in 2003, though it was not until 2005 that the details appeared in the Review, which is 

therefore the start date for home run records. 

Grand slams were first noted in 2008 

Full appearance records are relatively recent, but an 81-game streak is unlikely to have been achieved in the early days 

when, in any case, fewer games were played.  



(MUT) 

5 – Adam Faloona 

(SPE), Chris Gresty 

(MV2), Steve How-

ard (MHM), Chris 

Lennon (SPE), Colin 

McKie (CAM), Gary 

Moors (MUT) 

4 –  Adam Hugill 

(CAM)*, Steve Kellett 

(SPE) 

3 – Adam Craig (CM2), Charlie Gar-

diner (CM2), Mike Goff (MV2), Dan 

Jarman (CAM), Duncan Jones 

(MUT), Stephen Shearer (SHA), Ian 

Yates (MV2), Mark Young (MUT) 

2 – Adam Barnish (SPE), Liam Har-

ris (SHA), Mike Hawkins (MUT)*, 

Richard Jameson (CM2), Lee Ken-

drick-Walker (CM2), David Kirby 

(MV2), Kristian Matthews (MV2), 

Kieran Taylor-Thomas (CM2) 

1 – Rob Alger (SHA), Anthony Bof-

fey (CAM), Dave Dean (CM2), Chris 

Drayton (CM2), Jeremy Fothergill 

(SPE), Andrew Gardner (MV2), Jim 

Gunn (CM2), Ali Hallsworth (MUT), 

Steve Kellett (SPE), Nick Money 

(SPE), Zac Rayson (SPE) 

Division 3 – Female 
3 – Su O’Brien (PIR)  

1 – Pamela Bauer (BAT), An-

nie Downes 

(TIG), Faye 

Dunlop (PIR), 

Alyssa Jones 

(TIG), Ellie 

Phillips 

(DRZ), Nata-

lie Robinson 

(PIR) 

Division 
3 – Male 
15 – Mario Ruedo (STO) 

10 – Ross Birch (BAT), James 

Division 1 – Female  
5 – Michelle Collier (LIO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 – Sherry Kenyon (MAV), Kath-

ryn Mullin (GRX) 

2 – Kate Barlow (LIO), Charlie 

Cook (MAV), Jade Shaw (LIO) 

1 – Ellie Buckley (MAV), Vicky 

Green (GRX), Chloe Llewelyn 

(THU), Lindsay O’Farrell (LIO), 

Sian Payne (THU), Becci Wadeson 

(LIG) 

Division 1 – Male  
15 – Anthony Reyes (DOD) 

(pictured below) 

9 – Danny Gunn (GRX) 

8 – Luis Arrevillegas (THU), 

Pete Nightingale (MAV)** 

7 – Luis Congote (LIO), Dave 

Leverton (THU) 

6 – Gordon Milson (LIO) 

5 – Baljit Ahluwalia (MAV), 

Chris Chu (MKT), David Dyson 

(DOD), Mike Gaskell (LIO)**,  

Benkei Johnson (THU                 

3, LIG 2),  

 

Paul 

Kidley 

(GRX), 

Home runs 
Tyler Lappage (DOD)

*, Adam Roberts 

(LIO) 
4 – Ian Blease (MKT2, 

MAV2), Tom Russell 

(THU), Jon Taylor 

(LIG), Ed Watkinson 

(LIO) 

3 – Gareth Evans 

(THU), Chris Fulton 

(LIO), Guy Hamer 

(THU) 

2 – Nathan Barrett (LIG)*, Peter 

Buckley (MAV), Suchit Desai 

(DOD), Elieser Dorronsoro (MAV), 

Oscar Marenco (GRX), Sean Miley 

(GRX) 

1 –  Suchit Desai (DOD), Matt 

Fairweather (MKT), Paul Finney 

(LIG), Amilcar Gomez (THU), Jevo 

Gomez (LIG), Mark Griffin (THU), 

Andy Grose (THU), Jonny Huck 

(LIO), Mike Hulme (MKT), Vince 

Lui (LIO), Rich Sarver (LIG) 

Division 2 – Female  
3 – Claire Higgs (CAM), Kate 

Williamson (MUT) 
2 – Jan Bradley (MV2), Linni 

Mitchell (MHM), Rachel Sewell 

(CM2) 

1 – Emma Bennett (SPE), Lynd-

sey Bygrave (CAM), Jo Gardiner 

(MV2), Tanya Lochery (MV2), Na-

tasha Miotk (MUT), Helen Ros-

siter (CM2) 

Division 2 – Male 
20 –  Tom Atkinson (CAM)** 

(pictured above right) 

17 – Joe Grantham (MUT) 

14 – Paul Colton (SHA) 

10 – Phil Norton (CAM) 

9 – Dave Martin-Baez (SHA) 

7 – Rich Thompson (MHM)

* 

6 – Ed Covington 

(MHM)*, Rolf Herbert 
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– 

Adam Ashby (FRZ)**, Steve 

Beddows (FRZ), Chris 

Bowers (ENF), 

Shane Hunt 

(MET), Phil Kirby (MET)

* 

2 – Rolf 

Herbert 

(ENF), 

Michael 

Murray 

(BLJ), 

Dave Olsen 

(MET), Karl 

Walsh (MET), 

Chris Wilson 

Grady (VIP), 

Paul Wolsten-

holme (FRZ) 

1 – Chee Ho 

Chan 

(ENF), 

Chris Frost 

(FRZ), 

Graham 

Hartley 

(COL), 

Greg 

Howard (ENF), Lee McCarthy 

(COL), Stewart Pilling (VIP), 

Dave Sharples (ENF), Paul 

Smith (FRZ), Kris Timms 

(FRZ), Peter Wilkinson (FRZ), 

Allan Woodward (MET) 

 

* indicates grand slam 

Ridgway (PIR) 

9 – Alex Bates (BAT), Michael 

Miah (TIG) 

8 – Brad Hadwin (DRZ) 

7 – Dan Downes (TIG), Miguel 

Martinez (STO)* 

6 – Shawn Khwaja (BAT), Zac 

Rayson (RIP), Jerry Seabridge 

(BAT), Chris Thompson (OUT), 

Ed Woodcock (RIP) 

5 – Paul Duffy (RIP), Tom Hunt-

ley (STO), Ian Williams (PIR)* 
4 – Steve Bartlett (STO), Shane 

Coyles (PIR), Marco Doria (PIR), 

Dean Phillips (DRZ) 

3 – Richard Goar (OUT), Jonathan 

Downes (TIG) 

2 – Andrew Bogie (DRZ), Nathan 

Brookes (RIP), Max Fagan (BAT), 

Sandeep Jayaprakesh (STO), Hum-

berto Soto (DRZ), Greg Spiers (OUT) 

1 – Miguel Acosta (STO), Alan 

Bruce (RIP), Jon Cantrill (RIP), 

Dean Cull (DRZ), Doug Henderson 

(PIR), Rory Lynch (BAT), Hector 

Martinez (STO) 

Division 4 – Female 
10 – Hayley McTear (REB)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 – Sarah Cassin (REB) 

3 – Katie Flanagan (TTN) 

2 – Jacqui Ng (TTN) 

1 – Janine Hickey (HUR), Nata-

sha Hopkins (REB), Amy Tork-

ington (REB) 

Division 4 – 
Male 
20 – Alec Aspi-

nall (BFL) 

19 – Richard 

Taylor (TTN) 

 

10 – Darren 

Corner 

(HAC)*, 

Ryan Noble (PHX) 

9 – Conor Battersby

(REB), Daniel Johansson 

(HAC), Chris Radford (BFL) 

8 – Carl McCarthy (HUR) 

7 – Dave Eaton (REB) 

5 – Tom Scott (PHX)*, Chris 

Smith (BFL), Jono Wrigley 

(BLJ) 
4 – Julian Jones (REB)*, Ian Mills 

(HAC), Joe Mills (HAC)*, Ian Rad-

ford (HAC) 

3 – Dilan Bastiampillai (HUR), 

Simon Grainger (TTN), Mark 

Griffin (HUR)*, Dan Hocking 

(TTN), Ben Hughes (PHX), Paul 

Warburton (BFL), Chuan Fu Yap 

(REB) 

2 – Ian Caird (REB), Mike Cooney 

(BFL), Ben Heinitz (PHX), Craig 

Lawson (REB)*, David Orrell 

(HUR), Matt Spencer (TTN) 

1 – Nick Baker (TTN), Bradley 

Flanagan (TTN), Ben Miller 

(BFL), Adam Morrison (HUR), 

Chris Newham (HUR)*, Lee 

Scambler (PHX), Andy Shaw 

(HAC), Jay Tennant (HUR), Matt 

Thomas (REB) 

Division 5 – Female  
2 – Amy Millar (VIP) (right), 

Nikki Pugh (COL) (below) 

1 – Nicola Brown (ENF), Annie 

Fallon (COL), Eleanor Swallow 

(COL) 

Division 5 – Male  
15 – Phil Cosgrove (COL) 

(top right) 

10 – John Kaye (COL) 

8 – Anthony Henderson (VIP)

* 

7 – Jonno Wrigley (BLJ), 

Taj Uddin (BLJ) 

5 – Scott Barton 

(VIP), Tom Nolan (VIP), 

Simon Ronksley (BLJ), Jordan 

Wilcock 

(ENF) 

4 – Tom 

Currie 

(COL), 

Mike Da-

vies (ENF), 

Dave War-

ren (VIP) 



Menu 
 

Leek and potatoe soup  
with Wensleydale cheese fritters 

 
 
Seared chicken with sage dauphinoise, 

Chantenay carrots and green beans 
or 

Lancashire cheese gnocchi with asparagus peas, 
mozzarella and pesto 

 
 
Sticky toffee pudding with toffee sauce 
 
 

Coffee 
Petits fours 


