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I welcome you to the 2022 sea-
son and hope everybody is fit 
and well and ready to get out 
and play. We had a 
successful Firstball 
with sun on both 
days but with 
strong winds caus-
ing difficulty for the 
pitchers on Satur-
day (see report 
page 5). A big 
thanks to NJ for 
stepping in and 
organising Firstball.  

As we go forward I would like to 
remind everyone that the Exec 
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are still looking for a Treasurer 
and Tournaments officer. With-
out these positions filled we will 

be unable to pay for 
the venues and pos-
sibly unable to run 
Manchester Main.  

The Wednesday af-
ter match venue is 
now Wythenshawe 
Cricket Club on Long-
ley Lane.  

So, see you all on the 
field and have a fun 2022 season.  

Paul Fagan  
League Head  
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This week’s games 

TUESDAY 

Division 3 

Bats @ Seagulls (pitch 7) ump P 
Fagan 

Freeze @ Stingers (8) F Fagan 

Thunder III@ Hackers (6) Sharp 

Enforcers rest 

Division 4 

Raiders @ Tiggers (2) Roberts 

Sluggababes @ Barflies (4) Goff 

Swingers @ Thunder IV (3) Somers 

Screwballs rest 

WEDNESDAY 

Division 1  

Mavericks @ Camels (B) Caird 

Mayhem @ Thunder (C) Hung 

Sharks @ Greensox (A) Davies 

T Dodgers @ L Dodgers (D) P Fagan 

Division 2 

Camels II @ Titans (F) Creelman 

Mavericks II @ Bandidos (H)  

Meerkats @ Speeders (G) Dunn 

Tigers @ Thunder II (E) Wallace 

R eaders of this publica-
tion will remember from 

features around our 5,000th 
game celebrations last  year 
that the  Manchester Softball 
League was founded in 1992. 
That means that this year is 
our 30th anniversary. 

THREE events are planned to 
celebrate this milestone. Fol-
lowing last year’s success, we 
will be staging another after-
game party with food and 
drink at WSG on Wednesday 
22nd June. And for those who 
play on Tuesdays, there will 
be an event (details TBC) on 
19th July. Of course everyone 

is more 
than wel-
come at 
both events! 
And our 30th anniversary sea-
son will end with our end-of-
season awards ceremony, 
scheduled for Saturday 8th 
October, with a slightly more 
formal “theme” than last 
year… to be announced. 

To celebrate the anniversary, 
this publication will be re-
viewing the League’s history, 
alongside what was happen-
ing in the rest of the world, 
starting with the late 1980s, 
on the opposite page. NJD/HS 

MSL’s 30th anniversary 
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The MSL Years—late 1980s 
Week beginning April 25th  

Monday Ben Rocca (Swingers) 

Tuesday Jack Scholes 
(Greensox) 

Thursday  Artem Rastrepaev 
(Screwballs) 

Sunday Gabby Fagan* 
(Barflies), Mathew Green* 
(Camels) 

* same year 

Baseball birthday: Tuesday 
April 26th is the 30th birthday 
of Aaron Judge of the New 
York Yankees, unanimously 
voted Rookie of the Year 
(2017)  and setting numerous 
rookie records. In 2019 the 6’ 
7” (2.01m) giant came to the 
UK for the MLB London series, 
and fulfilled a lifetime ambi-
tion to meet an MSL Commit-
tee member (pictured).  

Birthdays 

The pre-season Captains’ 
meeting was held two weeks 
ago at the “new” Wednesday 
post-match venue, Wythen-
shawe Cricket Club.  

Captains were cheered to 
hear from the outgoing treas-
urer that the League’s fi-
nances were in a very healthy 
state.  

In the first of a number of 
votes, and after much discus-
sion, the Captains agreed to 
postpone the introduction of 
the Playoff Division (POD) for 

Nationwide, Thatcherism was 
facing its final few years, but 
disasters of one sort or an-
other dominated the national 
news: the Piper Alpha oil-rig 
explosion, Lockerbie, Hillsbor-
ough, several train crashes. 

Worldwide, a wave of revolu-
tions swept the communist 
world, leading to the opening 
and eventual dismantling of 
the Berlin Wall. In the far east 
on the other hand, China was 
stamping out protests, most 
notably in Tiananmen Square.  
Seoul hosted the Olympic 
games. 

While the league did not offi-
cially start until 1992, as our 
founding fathers and mothers 
described in the 5,000th 
game special edition of Bases 
Loaded last year (Volume 27 
Number 10) there was soft-
ball being played around 
Manchester from at least the 
late 1980s. 

Alexandra Park in Whalley 
Range and Platt Fields were 
the places to go though 
whether it bore much resem-
blance to what we all know 
and love these days is a good 
question. 

Meanwhile, in 1988-89 … 

Manchester was arguably the 
centre of the musical and cul-
tural universe. 

Captains’ meeting April 2022 

a year. Divisions 1 and 2 will 
have eight teams each, and 
will play 2½ rotations. Promo-
tion and relegation will be 
such as to bring the numbers 
up to the 9&9 needed for the 
POD to work: it will be 1 down 
2 up between Divisions 1 and 
2, and 1 down 3 up between 
other divisions. 

The Captains also ratified the 
new inclusive gender rules. 
Other rule changes intro-
duced this year are detailed 
elsewhere (see page 4). 
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early April, and the teams 
have only been announced 
today and are published here 
… a “scoop” for Bases Loaded. 

The “defending” champions 
are the Black team (though 
this year’s black team will no 
doubt be a completely differ-
ent set of people!), while the 
prize for the best picnic last 
year went to the Red team  

The tournament will run un-
der the by now familiar rules, 
with notably 
all team 
members 
batting in 
rotation, and 
of course 
Jokers to 
force oppo-
nents to re-
play any par-
ticularly 
splendid 
plate ap-
pearances 
or fielding 
feats. 

Here’s hop-
ing for 
splendid 
weather, 
and let’s 
raise pots of 
money for 
Christie’s. 

 

Have fun everyone! 

18th Alex Hall Tournament this weekend 
The 18th annual charity Alex 
Hall Tournament  is all set to 
take place next weekend, 
much earlier than usual. 

Everything else about it is 
pretty much as usual how-
ever. The venue is Parrs 
Wood, and like last year it has 
been organised by Mike Con-
nolly. The tournament is a 
one-day event to raise money 
for the Christie Hospital who 
treated Alex Hall (pictured 
below), a Manchester softball 
player, when she was diag-
nosed with cancer. Once de-
scribed as “part softball tour-
nament, part picnic, part 
fancy-dress party”, the fund-
raiser differs from other tour-
naments in that players enter 
as individuals and are put into 
colour-coded teams, hope-
fully evenly matched. The 
rules are a little relaxed 
compared to normal softball, 
to make it primarily a fun day 
out.  

Organizer Mike Connolly has 
been collecting entries since 

Team Blue 
Karin Tange (C) 
Claire Simcox (VC) 
Miranda Currie 
Chris Drayton 
Megan Early 
Jeffery Fong 
Daniel O’Brien 
Leo Pearn 
Holly Smith 
George Swann 
Hannah Tillyard 
Luke Tetsill 
Ben Tomlin 
Dave Warren 

Team White 
Georgina Pugh (C) 
Dan Strayer (VC) 
Gina Amos 
Robert Atton 
Emma Beall 
Ed Covington 
Dave Dean 
Jo Galloway 
Steph Karayannis 
Colin McKie 
Edward Moss 
Peter Smullen 
Igor Von Orel Bronte 
Rachel Wake 
Natasha Wicikowski 

Team Black 
Matthew Narain (C) 
Ross Jubber (VC) 
Amy Chetwynd 
Robert Earle 
Michael Elsy 
Anna Gibson 
Rory Gibson 
Chris Gresty 
Rhiannon Howden 
Arthur Hung 
Tegan Narain 
Joicy Rosaria 
Simon Sharp 
Aimee Sharples 
Pranav Subhedar 

Team Yellow 
Rachel Wade (C)
Kyra Baird (VC) 
Billy Adam 
Mike Connolly 
Bryn Davies 
Mike Davies 
Rich Goar 
Maddy Gresty 
Kris Hadwin 
Kim Hannessen 
Peter Harvey 
Bryony James 
Phil Kirby 
Andy Whatmore 
Sam Whatmore 

Team Orange 
Steven Kellett (C) 
Thomas Russell (VC) 
Eliza Allsop 
Charleen Christofi 
Ethan Donnachie 
AJ Hoystead 
Jamie Ireland 
Catherine Millan 
Harvey Pryor 
Artem Rastrepaev 
Sofia Rastrepaeva 
Fran Roach 
James Stevens 
Olivia Westmacott 

Team Pink 
Nathan Barratt (C) 
Conor Battersby (VC) 

Tony Alphonse 
Carolyn Barratt 
Cindy Chong 
Abbie de Zwart 
Carlos Dos Ramos 
Jen Douglas 
Sarah Douglas 
Hollie Glennie 
David Grice 
Brad Hadwin 
Zixuan Liu 
Criostai Newhall 
George Stamets 
 

Team Red 
Charlotte Green (C) 
Emma Agostini (VC) 
Naveed Ahmed 
Farrah Bennett 
Paul Brown 
Kelly Childs 
Annie Downes 
Zoe Le Roux 
Michael Mia 
Zak Morris 
Toby Oliver 
Harry Schulte 
Oliver Sharpe 
Emma Simpson 
Clare Thomas 
James Wright 
Joe Wright 

Team Green 
Fliss Fagan (C) 
Gemma Wallace (VC) 
Dilan Bastiampillai 
Jai Bhagdev 
Mario Escobedo 
John Fletcher 
Joe Grantham 
Katherine Hughes 
Gemma McArdle 
Aaron McKenna 
Tim Roberts 
Bailey Saunders 
Mat Tanner 
Jermie Tucker 
 

The teams 
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Last weekend saw the return 
of our Firstball pre-season 
tournament after last year’s 
edition was cancelled. Social 
media were abuzz with posi-
tive comments regarding the 
organisation by acting Tour-
nament Officer Nicola-Jane 
Dyson so evidently a good day 
was had by all.  

This year’s tournament, which 
was split into two one-day 
events—Rec on Saturday, 
Comp on Sunday—blew the 
off-season cobwebs away and 
not just metaphorically. On 
Saturday morning the good 
old Northern weather looked 
surprisingly hot and sunny at 
7.30am which prompted a 
welcoming press release with 
promises of ice cream among 
many other treats), but true 
to form by 9am game time, it 
had clouded over and was 
blowing a gale. This did not 
quash the unbreakable MSL 
spirit though, Oh No Sir it did 
not and along with Katie’s 

saw Mavericks take the tro-
phy against Travelling Dodg-
ers while in the Plate final 
Honey Badgers beat the Lion 
Dodgers.  

The whole weekend was a 
great success and many com-
ments of thanks and positive 
feedback have been received.  

The Manchester softball com-
munity expressed its many 
thanks to Nicola-Jane and her 
team who helped to make 
this tournament a great start 
to the outdoor season.  

N-JD / HS 
“Thanks to NJ and team and all 
the Blus for a great weekend of 
softball. A really well organised 
tournament” (Dave Warren)  
“Might actually refuse to play 
any tournaments again that 
don't have the massage place! 
That was a god send today! 
Amazing work NJ.” (Martine 
Knight) 
“Fantastic organisation, really!  
Thanks NJ and all others who 
made it happen!! “ (Tereza Koko-
cinska) 
“Big cheers to NJ. Love the 
physiotherapy it should be a 
must in all tournaments.” (Arthur 
Hung) 

Catering food 
truck, Me-
diacity physio 
tent, Baseball 
Outlet UK and 
the promised 
Damien’s Ice 
Cream truck, 
all pulled together in making 
for a great softballing day.  

The 12-team format meant 
that the initial group stages 
saw each team play four op-
ponents drawn at random, 
with win-loss records from 
these four games determining 
further games in groups of 
three. The top two, Leeds 
Bobcats and Manchester’s 
Bats, undefeated in the initial 
“group” stage, met in the Cup 
final where the Yorkies took 
the trophy while in the Plate 
final Camels II overcame Mav-
ericks II.  

Sunday came and it was time 
for the big boys, girls and oth-
ers at Comp level to come to 
the plate. It was déjà vu all 
over again with that 7.30am 
sunshine but this time it was 
here to stay and I’m sure 
many already have the soft-
ball tanlines to prove it. Just 
as on the Saturday all the 
amenity providers returned to 
help in making for a fabulous 
second day. The format for 
Comp was very similar with 
one team fewer. The Cup final 

Successful Firstball Tournament kicks off the season 

Standings after initial games 

      Comp 
Trav Dodgers 
Mavericks 
Mayhem 
Lion Dodgers 
Meerkats 
Honey Badgers 
Camels 
Greensox 
Thunder 
Sharks 
Tigers 

       Rec 
  1 Bobcats 
  2 Bats 
  3 Camels I 
  4 Mavericks II      
  5 Stingies 
  6 Tigers II  
  7 Seagulls 
  8 Coyotes 
  9 Thunder III 
10 Monmouth 
11 Swingers 
12 Enforcers  
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Quiz answers 
The End-of-Season special issue 
as usual carried a prize quiz: 15 
easy questions leading to softball 
terminology, and 20 more diffi-
cult pictures suggesting MSL 
team names. Here are the an-
swers: 

Part 1—Play ball! 
1. In bowling knocking down 
all 10 pins with one ball. 
Strike 
2. First name of  the father 
of Lisa and Maggie. Homer 
(Simpson) 
3. Surname of the Blackpool 
FC player who was No. 7 in 
England’s 1966 World Cup 
winning team. (Alan) Ball 
4. Band featuring Glenn Til-
brook and Chris Difford as 
song-writing members. 
Squeeze 
5. Name of the lake in Trini-
dad which is the world’s larg-
est natural source of asphalt. 
Pitch (Lake) 
6. Specification of large ma-
rine mammal belonging to 
the baleen parvorder Mys-
ticeti.  Blue (whale) 
7. What the ‘scraps’ you ask 
for at the chippy are made of. 
Batter 
8. Iron, lead, nickel, and zinc 
are examples of this kind of 
metal. Base 
9. Pictured were Indian run-
ner ducks. 
10.  Fire-proof and burglar-
proof invention that Charles 
Chubb is famous for. Safe 
11. American LGBTQ news, 
fashion, entertainment, and 
lifestyle magazine. Out 
12. Foo Fighters song re-
leased in 2011. Walk 
13. Part of the title of a book 
the main character in which is 
Holden Caufield. Catcher (in 
the Rye) 

14. A type of carnivorous 
plant the leaves of which fea-
ture a prey-trapping mecha-
nism. Pitcher (plant) 
15. What you call original film 
music. Score 

Part 2—Picture quiz 
(a) (Cricket) Bats 
(b) (Mr) Freeze (Batman 
movie villain played by Arnold 
Schwarzenegger) 
(c) Colt 45(s) malt beer logo 
(d) Hacker(s) 
(e) Speeder(s) (from Star 
Wars films) 
(f) (Kia) Stingers 
(g) Marauders (from Harry 
Potter film) 
(h) (Ford) Maverick(s) 
(i) (Palanite) Enforcer(s), War-
hammer character 
(j) Bandidos (Australian Hell’s 
Angels clan) 
(k) Raiders (of the Lost Ark, 
film) 
(l) Tiger(s) (beer advert) 
(m) (Four) Lions (satirical 
2012 movie about terrorism) 
(n) Thunder (rock band) 
(o) Mayhem (cult 2017 horror 
movie) 
(p) Swingers (1996 comedy 
movie) 
(q) Travelling (fare) Dodgers 
(r) Screwballs (1983 high-
school romp) 
(s) Titans (2018 TV series) 
(t) Rippers(’ Reef: hazard in 
SpongeBob Square-pants epi-
sode) 
Tie-break question: There 
were six rostered players (last 
year) with three-letter sur-
names: Cox, Dee, Ebo, Fox, 
Lee, Mia).  

The winners were Mayhem, 
with only two wrong answers. 

New rules 

A number of new rules and 
regulations that all players 
should be aware of have been 
introduced this season.  
Among the most significant 
are the requirement for all 
players to register online be-
fore their first game: new 
players can no longer be reg-
istered on the back of the 
post-match team sheet as 
used to be the case. 

A new rule which we hope 
will not be needed is that any 
game abandoned before two 
complete innings have been 
played will be replayed from 
the start rather than picking 
up where it left off. The offi-
cial softball rules require all 
incomplete games to be re-
played from the start, but 
generally we don’t have the 
capacity to schedule entire 
extra games, and we have 
always tried to finish off in-
complete games within our 
normal schedule. This new 
rule is a compromise in the 
case of a game barely started! 

Some measures introduced 
due to COVID can now be 
dropped: umpires will once 
again take control of ball ex-
change (rather than 1st base 
coaches), and both teams will 
use the same balls.   

Automatic penalties for rule 
infractions have been signifi-

(Continued opposite) 
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Home run trophy  
Division 1 female  Natalie Leyland (TDS) 
Division 1 male  Paul Colton (DOD) 
Division 2 female  Becci Wadeson (TH3) 
Division 2 male  Adam Faloona (SPE) 
Division 3 female  Chloë Llewellyn (BND) 
Division 3 male  Ross Birch (BND), Richard Sarver (TH3) 
Division 4 female Cassie Gradwell (ENF), Hayley Gradwell (ENF) 
Division 4 male Bryn Davies (ENF) 
MVPs 
Division 1 female Kim Hannessen (THU) 
Division 1 male Adam Hugill (CAM), Chris Fulton (LIO) 
Division 2 female Grace Mills (HAC), Bailey Saunders (MRD), Kat 

Winfield (TTN) 
Division 2 male Alex Bates (BAT) 
Division 3 female Alyssa Jones (TIG), Atiyah Malik (COL) 
Division 3 male Michael Mia (FRZ) 
Division 4 female Em Park (SWI) 
Division 4 male Oli Sharpe (TGG) 
Young player of the year  Elliot Boydell (TH4) 
Rookie of the year  Ashley Swaby (SGL/TH2), James Warren (TH2) 
Blu ribbon (best umpire) Simon Sharp (Tues), Ian Caird (Weds) 

Last season’s awards 

ning, ultimate Frisbee, touch 
rugby and of course softball, 
through which readers of this 
publication will know him. It 
was the love of his life, ‘Shell’, 
who introduced him to soft-
ball, but as the eulogy on 

which this 
short text is 
based demon-
strates, there 
were countless 
other facets to 
Smiler’s life, 
including the 

Scouts, and charity work. 

Smiler was one of life's genu-
inely nice guys, a gentleman, 
thoughtful, kind, warm, funny 
and achieved more in his 
short 37 years than many of 
those who live to grow old 
can hope to do. 

I t was with great sadness 
that we learned last De-
cember that Stuart 

‘Smiler’ Collier had lost his 
battle with oesophageal can-
cer, aged 37. 

Born on a hot 
summer’s day in 
Ormskirk, he 
was described 
by his family as 
a pathfinder, 
always on an 
adventure or 
planning his 
next one. With a first class 
degree from Nottingham 
Trent University, Smiler came 
to Manchester to work as a 
surveyor.  

Smiler enjoyed football as a 
child, but in later life took up 
many sports including run-

He is survived by his parents 
Pam and Mal, sister Fay, wife 
Michelle and 3-year-old son 
Hugh. 

Playing record 
Year Team App MVP HR 
2009 C Lions [1] ? 2 2 
2010 Dragons ? 2 3 
2011 Speeders ? 3 4 
2012 Speeders 11 5 1 
2013 Speeders 11 5 3 
2014 Speeders 12 3 4 
2015 Speeders 12 2 2 
2016 Speeders 12 4 1 
2017 Speeders 12 2 0 
2018 Speeders 12 3 0 
Appearance records not avail-
able 2009-11.  
[1] Winners Div 3 

Stuart Barnard Collier, 30 July 
1984 to 9 December 2021.  

Text based on Charlotte Everitt’s 
eulogy, at https://
stuartcollier.muchloved.com/
Lifestories/647847127 

Photo courtesy Michelle Collier 

In memoriam: Stuart Collier 

cantly revised. In principle, a 
distinction is now made be-
tween administrative 
(“paperwork”) rule breaches, 
for which warnings and sus-
pended sentences are appro-
priate, and rule breaches that 
affect the integrity of the 
league (such as using illegal 
players) which are treated 
more seriously.  

Finally, many players will be 
pleased to know that MSL has 
fallen into line with the rest of 
the country regarding jewel-
lery: only items which are a 
danger  or distraction to other 
players will be outlawed. 
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A s the season starts, 
players might have their 
eyes on some of the 

MSL’s records, some attainable, 
some less so.  

In the second category are the 
league’s biggest winning margin 
of 59, achieved by the Mavericks 
on two occasions way back in 
1998 and 2001, against the Bats 
and Runners respectively. With 
the run-ahead rule, introduced 
in 2002, that record is unlikely to 
be broken … though in 2017 the 
Meteors lost twice by 43 runs  − 
the record for an RAR defeat − 
once to Barflies, and once to Colt 
45s.  

That Mavs win in ’98 also saw 
the highest individual score of 
65, though that was matched in 
2009 by the Outlaws in a game 
against the Bats in which several 
new records were set, including 
the all-time highest aggregate 
score of 88. The Outlaws also 
featured in the lowest aggregate 
score when they beat Greensox 
2-0 in 2013.  

For the narrowest ever win we 
go all the way back to 1996, just 
the second year of full records, 
when Greensox beat Pirates 35-
34, though a year earlier the 
Bats and M16s set the oldest 
record still intact with the high-
est scoring tie, 37-37. Talking of 
ties, the (other) Pirates had an 
incredible run of three consecu-
tive tied games in August 2016, 
two of them against the same 
team! 

Softball records 
An extra inning is not so rare, 
though more than one is: the 
record is four, when Mavericks 
beat Dodgers 15-14 in 11 innings 
in July 2017. 

A month earlier, Colt 45s scored 
36 runs in a single inning against 
the Meteors, the record highest 
score in an inning.  

We typically have two or three 
shutouts a year, though the first 
was not recorded until 1998. The 
biggest shut out was recorded by 
the Speeders in that year, when 
they beat the Legal Eagles 53-0. 

The next few records concern 
home runs. These date back only 
to 2005 when homers were first 
recorded. The most homers in a 
game is 20 total and 16 for one 
side, both from the 2009 Outlaws
-Bats game already mentioned. 
In that game Andrew Rawson hit 
six, a record likely to endure, con-
sidering batters rarely get as 
many as six plate appearances. In 
2019, Liam Morrison of the Ban-
didos hit homers in 14 consecu-
tive games—almost a whole sea-
son. Grand slams have only been 
recorded since 2008, and the 
most grand slams hit in a single 
game is a modest four, by Out-
laws II (3) and Dragons (1) in a 
2013 cup game. The record for 
individual grand slams in a single 
game is two, jointly held by ten 
different players, though special 
mention should go to two of 
those ten, Dave Dean (Barflies, 
2014) and Sam Whatmore 
(Enforcers, 2019) who both got 

their brace in a single inning. The 
record for most grand slams in a 
season is held by Paul Colton, 
who got five of them for the 
Sharks in 2016. 

Runs of consecutive wins are 
surprisingly difficult to maintain. 
The Mavericks’ winning streak of 
32 games from April 2005 to 
May 2007 (spanning three sea-
sons) seems unlikely to be 
matched any time soon. The 
current leaders are Bandidos 
with nine and counting. Like-
wise, the Dragons’ losing streak 
of 22 games from June 2102 to 
July 2013 is not something to 
aim for. The current leaders are 
the Raiders with seven, who 
would obviously have to go the 
whole of this season without a 
win, and then some. An individ-
ual streak which came to an end 
in the final weeks of last season 
was consecutive individual ap-
pearances, now standing at 92, 
and set by Brad Hadwin between 
May 2015 and August 2021. The 
current leader is the Camels’ 
Adam Hugill on 52. 

A perfect season might be some-
thing to aim for.  It has been 
achieved nine times, with  May-
hem’s 20-win Division 3 cam-
paign in 2012 the most impres-
sive. Three Division 1 titles have 
been perfect: Mavs (2005, 2006) 
and Greensox (2008). Less desir-
able would be a winless season. 
Six teams have suffered this fate, 
not including teams joining the 
league mid-season, most re-
cently the Swingers in 2019. 
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Division 1 
Camels @ Lion Dodgers (G, 
JC) Last meeting 30 June 
2021. Following their merger 
the Lion Dodgers have inher-
ited the Jammy Dodgers’ re-
cords. Camels won 22-10 but 
Dodgers lead 12-8 in all meet-
ings.  
Greensox @ Thunder (F, DS) 
Last meeting 21 July 2021, 
Thunder won 13-9 on their 
way to the title, but Greensox 
lead 16-13 overall in games 
between last year’s winners 
and runners-up. 
Mavericks @ Mayhem (E, AG) 
Last meeting 21 July 2021, 
Mavs won 19-15 and lead 6-3 
in all meetings. 
Sharks @ Travelling Dodgers 
(H, CD) Last meeting 28 Au-
gust 2019 (Division 2), Sharks 
beat TDs’ predecessors the 
Tigers 16-8, to take a 3-0 lead 
in all meetings. 

Division 2 
Camels II @ Meerkats (A, 
MD) Last meeting 7 August 
2019, Camels won 18-16 but 
trail 2-3 in all meetings.  
Thunder II @ Speeders (B, IC) 
First ever official meeting 
though the pair met on 24 
August 2020 in the mini-
league during the COVID pan-
demic. Speeders won 6-4. 
Tigers @ Mavericks II (D, PF) 
First ever meeting. 
Titans @ Bandidos (C, AH) 
First ever meeting.  

Next week’s fixtures 3/4 May 
Division 3 

Enforcers @ Seagulls (3, HS) 
Last meeting 3 August 2021 
(Division 4), Enforcers won 30
-15, gaining revenge for their 
loss in their only previous 
meeting, so it’s 1-1.  
Hackers @ Stingers (4, MG) 
First ever meeting. 
Thunder III @ Bats (2, AR) 
Last meeting 18 August 2015, 
providing the longest gap of 
any match-up this season in 
all four divisions. Bats beat 
the Hurricanes as they were 
then known 20-8 to complete 
a treble in the only season 
where they have met.  
Freeze rest 

Division 4 
Raiders @ Swingers (6, SS) 
Only previous  meeting 24 
August 2021, Swingers won 
17-4. 
Screwballs @ Thunder IV (7, 
PF) First ever meeting. Al-
though Screwballs played 
and lost to Thunder IV last 
season, that team actually 
folded before merging with 
Colt 45s, inheriting their re-
cords while keeping the 
Thunder name.  
Tiggers @ Barflies (8, FF) 
First ever meeting. 
Sluggababes rest 

A full schedule for the season 
is available at http://
manchester-softball.co.uk/
fixtures-results-2022/ 

to lead them after Al Bruce has 
had to step back. But on the 
positive side, the winter in-
door season has given birth to 
a new team, the Sluggababes, 
and we welcome back the Bar-
flies after a couple of seasons 
off. To bring the numbers in 
Division 3 up to seven, and 
following our established regu-
lations to the letter, the rele-
gated Stingers were offered a 
relegation reprieve, while En-
forcers, who just missed out 
on promotion last season,  
were also offered a Division 3 
place. Other candidate teams 
were also approached, but did 
not want to contest the 
places.  

THE loss of two teams from 
Division 2 has meant that the 
reintroduction of the Playoff 
Division, agreed at the end-of-
season captains’ meeting, has 
had to be postponed. The idea 
pretty much relies on there 
being nine teams in both Divi-
sions 1 and 2—with 9&7 it just 
doesn’t work. Instead, Thun-
der II have agreed to forego 
promotion, giving us two divi-
sions of eight teams, which 
will play the usual two round 
robins, then split into top and 
bottom four for a final half 
rotation. In order to be able to  
bring in the Playoff Division 
next year, there will be an im-
balance in promotion and rele-
gation  in all divisions, with 
just one team relegated from 
each division,  two up from 
Division 2, and three up from 
Divisions 3 and 4. 

Hello Goodbye (Continued from 
page 10) 
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Results and Standings  

VERY winter, teams 
come and go, and this 
year has been excep-

tional only in the larger than 
usual number of teams lost. 
Perhaps the biggest upheaval 
is the merger of two of the 
league’s most established 
teams, the Jammy Dodgers 
and the Lions. The Dodgers’ 
struggles with a depleted ros-
ter were a feature of last year, 
which ended with relegation 
and the prospect of a first 
season outside the top rank 
since 1996. But the Lions’ ros-
ter was also looking thin this 
year, so the historic decision 
was taken, with the merged 
club taking the Lions’ Div 1 
slot, and adopting the hybrid 
moniker “Lion Dodgers”. No 
team with as illustrious a re-
cord as the Lions has ever 
folded, and their record since 
their 2002 debut will be re-
viewed next week. 

Also calling it a day in Division 
2 are the Marauders, formed 
only in 2019 when the Out-
laws and Mutineers merged. 
Though we welcome back 
Mavericks II after a two-year 
break. 

The lower divisions have lost 
two teams, with the relegated 
Colt 45s merging with Thun-
der IV and taking their name 
(but remaining in Division 4), 
and Urmston Rippers (est. 
2017) unable to find anyone 

► Continued on page 9 

Hello Goodbye Final Standings last year 
 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

Thunder 16 13 0   3 0 240 164 .875 – 

Greensox  16 12 0   4 0 240 179 .833 1 

Lions 15 11 0   4 0 267 194 .822 1½ 

Trav Dodgers* 15   9 0   6 0 244 220 .733 3⅚  

Mayhem 16   7 0   9 0 220 227 .625 6 

Mavericks 16   7 0   9 0 201 224 .625 6 

Camels 16   6 0 10 0 214 231 .583 7 

Meerkats  16   4 0 12 0 214 313 .500 9 

J Dodgers  16   2 0 14 0 169 257 .417 11 

Mayhem above Mavericks on head-to-head; Lions @ Trav Dodgers not played 

Division 2  

Sharks  17 14 0   3 0 326 191 .882 – 

Thunder II  17 11 0   6 0 247 223 .765 3 

Speeders 17 10 1   6 0 343 292 .745 3½ 

Camels II 17   7 1   9 0 241 243 .627 6½ 

Marauders * 17   8 0   9 0 227 259 .627 – 

Titans * 17   8 0   9 0 254 275 .627 – 

Bats  17   5 0 12 0 208 288 .529 2⅔  

Hackers  17   4 0 13 0 209 284 .490 3⅔  

Division 3  

Bandidos  16 15 0   1 0 316 135 .958 – 

Tigers  16 14 0   2 0 362 184 .917 1 

Thunder III + 16 11 0   5 0 305 227 .771 4⅓ 

Freeze 16 10 0   6 0 276 266 .750 5 

Stingers  16   8 0   8 0 239 298 .667 7 

Colt 45s +  16   6 0 10 0 259 305 .563 9⅓ 

Division 4  

Seagulls + 18 11 0   7 0 345 318 .741 – 

Thunder IV  18   9 0   9 0 268 272 .667 1⅔ 

Enforcers  18   8 0  9 1 289 295 .611 3 

Tiggers + 18   7 0 11 0 236 244 .574 4 

Swingers 18   6 0 10 2 246 296 .519 5⅔   

Rippers * 18   2 0 14 2 202 346 .370 9⅔  

Screwballs   7   2 0   5 0   68 123  (12⅓) 

Raiders   7   0 0   7 0   43 145  (14⅓) 

+ deducted 1 point for scoresheet error; * deducted 1 point for RTP breach 


