
V arious delays 
and interrup-
tions during 
the official sea-

son meant that there 
were 17 games to get 
played in six days of ad-
ditional fixtures spread 
over two weeks. With 
teams scrambling to field 
ten players, sometimes 
on consecutive nights, 
there was a flurry of 
transfers and guest ap-
pearances. 

After beating the Travel-
ling Dodgers on the 
Tuesday, Thunder be-
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came the seventh differ-
ent team to win the MSL 
title, and only the fourth 
this century, at last 
breaking the three-team 
dominance of the last 20 
years. In the title decider 
on the Wednesday 
against the Lions, they 
put on a powerful dis-
play of hitting and tight 
defence in the latter half 
of a previously close en-
counter:  2-3 after four 
innings, Thunder 
stepped on the gas, hit-
ting nine runs with no 
reply.  
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Programme 

7.30 Bebidas de    
bienvenida: 
spiced rum 
punch 

8.00 Comida    Cu-
bana 

8.45 Ceremonia 
de premios 

9.30 “Sensación 
de salsa” con 
Felipé y Tan-
naz Taleb  

10.15 Discoteca 
con Amos de 
Roover 

12.00 Carruajes 

On the neighbouring 
pitch, Thunder II were 
beating Speeders to 
set up a promotion de-
cider the following 
week …. 

Almost all the remain-
ing relegation issues 
were sorted with the 
first round of games. 
The last issue of BL 
wrongly stated that 
Meerkats needed a 
Camels forfeit to stay 
up, but in any case, 
Mayhem’s failure to 

► Continued on page 3 

full night of fixtures to be 
postponed. With England 
only coming out of lock-
down in late March we 
had to cancel Firstball in 
April and have Lastball in 
September. Manchester 
Main went ahead as usual 
with an excellent turnout 
of teams. 

After a tough year I would 
like to thank all the com-
mittee members for all 
their hard work and espe-
cially Martine Knight 
(Fixtures) and Mike Goff 
(Tournaments) who are 
leaving the Exec. 

Rachael Shkurko, Johnny 
Huck and Linnie Mitchell 

I  would like to wel-
come you all to the 
2021 EOS “do”. Af-
ter missing last sea-

son it is good to be back 
to meet up with every-
one at a social. 

With 2020 not officially 
happening it was good 
to have a full season of 
softball even having to 
play on spilt sights on 
Wednesdays and the 
disruption that Covid 
caused us during the 
later months of the sea-
son as well as thunder 
and lightning causing a 

Welcome have done an excellent 
job with the rookie ses-
sions, which meant we 
were able to welcome 
the Raiders and the 
Screwballs to the league 
halfway through the 
season. 

And finally a big thank 
you to NJ Dyson for or-
ganising several events 
including tonight. 

Congratulations to all 
the winners tonight, and 
everyone, enjoy the 
evening. See you on the 
field in 2022. 

Paul Fagan (League Head) 

END OF SEASON SPECIAL EDITION 



Results and Final Standings  
Division 1  

Tue 31 Aug 
Mayhem 0 1 3 0 2 0 0 6 
Camels 1 1 4 6 3 2 x 17 
Pitch 6, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: MHM Jordan Colton, Michael Elsy; 
CAM Gareth Evans, Adam Hugill 
MVPs: MHM Linni Mitchell (CL), Jordan Colton 
(LF); CAM Hayley McTear (CL), Gareth Evans 
(SS) 
  
Thunder 2 5 1 0 9 0 3 20 
TravDodgers 0 3 2 1 0 2 4 12 
Pitch 7, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: THU Luis Arrevillagas, Ben March 
MVPs: THU Chloe Llewellyn (BND)(3B), Ben 
March (2B); TDS Natalie Leyland (LF), Craig 
Brooks (CR) 
  
Wed 1 Sept 
J Dodgers 0 0 0 1 2 0 3 
Greensox 2 5 3 1 2 x 13 
Bad light, Pitch 7, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: GRX Max Fagan, Mark Sanders 
MVPs: DOD Natasha Moilk (1B), Nigel Peters 
(SS); GRX Tanya Burton (CL), Max Fagan 
(CR) 
  
Lions 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Thunder 1 1 0 1 3 6 x 12 
Pitch 6, Umpire Andy Shepherd 
HRs: LIO Ross Maskell; THU Kris Had-
win, Luis Arrevillagas 2 
MVPs: LIO Michelle Collier (CL), Ross Maskell 
(LF); THU Kellie Whitaker (1B), Luis Arrevilla-
gas (SS) 
  
Tue 7 Sept 
Greensox 4 2 1 0 3 0 2 12 
Camels 2 0 4 0 3 0 0 10 
Pitch E/6, Umpire Paul Fagan/Adam 
Roberts (completion of game from July 
28) 
HRs: GRX Danny Gunn, Ben Tomlin; 
CAM Matthew Green 
MVPs: GRX Andrea Dee (1B), Danny Gunn 
(P); CAM Hayley McTear (C), Adam Hugill 
(SS) 

 
Wed 8 Sept 
Lions 6 8 1 6 21 
J Dodgers 5 2 2 4 12 
Pitch D/6, Umpire Ian Caird/Simon Sharp 
(completion of game from July 28); result 
accepted as final 
HRs: LIO Chris Fulton; DOD Paul Colton 
2 
MVPs: LIO Ang Killian (1B), Chris Fulton (SS); 
DOD Natasha Miolk (1B), Paul Coulton (CR) 
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 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

Thunder 16 13 0 3 0 240 164 .875 – 

Greensox  16 12 0 4 0 240 179 .833 1 

Lions 15 11 0 4 0 267 194 .822 1½ 

Trav Dodgers* 15 9 0 6 0 244 220 .733 3⅚  

Mayhem 16 7 0 9 0 220 227 .625 6 

Mavericks 16 7 0 9 0 201 224 .625 6 

Camels 16 6 0 10 0 214 231 .583 7 

Meerkats (R)  16 4 0 12 0 214 313 .500 9 

Jammy Dodgers (R)  16 2 0 14 0 169 257 .417 11 

Mayhem above Mavericks on head-to-head; Lions @ Trav Dodgers not played 

Division 2  
Sharks (C)  17 14 0 3 0 326 191 .882 – 

Thunder II (P) 17 11 0 6 0 247 223 .765 3 

Speeders 17 10 1 6 0 343 292 .745 3½ 

Camels II 17 7 1 9 0 241 243 .627 6½ 

Marauders * 17 8 0 9 0 227 259 .627 – 

Titans * 17 8 0 9 0 254 275 .627 – 

Bats (R) 17 5 0 12 0 208 288 .529 2⅔  

Hackers (R)  17 4 0 13 0 209 284 .490 3⅔  

Division 3  
Bandidos (C) 16 15 0 1 0 316 135 .958 – 

Tigers (P) 16 14 0 2 0 362 184 .917 1 

Thunder III + 16 11 0 5 0 305 227 .771 4⅓ 

Freeze 16 10 0 6 0 276 266 .750 5 

Stingers (R) 16 8 0 8 0 239 298 .667 7 

Colt 45s + (R)  16 6 0 10 0 259 305 .563 9⅓ 

Division 4  
Seagulls (C) + 18 11 0 7 0 345 318 .741 – 

Thunder IV (P) 18 9 0 9 0 268 272 .667 1⅔ 

Enforcers 18 8 0 9 1 289 295 .611 3 

Tiggers + 18 7 0 11 0 236 244 .574 4 

Swingers 18 6 0 10 2 246 296 .519 5⅔   

Rippers * 18 2 0 14 2 202 346 .370 9⅔  

Screwballs 7 2 0 5 0 68 123  (12⅓)

Raiders 7 0 0 7 0 43 145  (14⅓) 

+ deducted 1 point for scoresheet error; * deducted 1 point for RTP breach 



Today Jeivo Gomez (Dodgers) 

Tomorrow Sooze Bennison 
(Titans), Olivia Roberts 
(Swingers) 

Birthdays 
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Mavericks 1 1 3 3 1 9 
Thunder 7 2 2 7 x 18 
Pitch C/8, Umpire Mike Davies/Andy 
Shepherd (completion of game from 
July 28) 
HRs: MAV Pete Nightingale; THU Josh 
Edwards, Dave Leverton, Joe Gran-
tham 
MVPs: MAV Pete Nightingale (SS), Leanne 
Cracknell (RF); THU Kim Hannessen (CL), 
Josh Edwards (2B) 

 
Thur 9 Sept 
Meerkats  0 1 0 0 2 0 0 3 
Mavericks 2 4 1 2 0 3 x 12 
Pitch 7, Umpire Harry Somers 
MVPs: MKT Darren Shaw (CR), Beth 
Werakso (RF); MAV Charlie Cook (3B), 
Pete Nightingale (SS) 

 
TravDodgers 10 0 0 3 2 6 21 
Mayhem  5  2 1 1 6 0 15 
Bad light, Pitch B/8, Umpire Harry So-
mers/Dave Dean (completion of game 
from July 28) 
HRs: TDS Dan Downes, Rachael 
Shkurko 2, Natalie Leyland; MHM Na-
than Barratt, Michael Elsy 
MVPs: TDS Racheal Shkurko (1B), Jonny 
Huck (Sub); HMH Sarah Marks (LF), Nathan 
Barrett (CR) 
 

Division 2  
Tue 31 Aug 
Hackers 4 2 4 1 3  4 18 
Marauders 0 4 4 1 0 10 19 
Bad light, Pitch 8, Umpire Adam Rob-
erts  
HRs: HAC Alex Mills, Charlie Whalley; 
MRD Sam Whatmore 2, Duncan 
Jones 2 (1GS) 
MVPs HAC Grace Mills (CL), Ian Mills (SS); 
MRD T. Kokocinska (1B), D. Jones (SS) 
 
Wed 1 Sept 
Thunder II 1 3 2 0 1 11 18 
Speeders 0 4 4 3 3  2 16 
Bad light, Pitch 8, Umpire Fliss Fagan 
HRs: TH2 Andrew Bogie, James War-
ren; SPE Adam Faloona, Adam 
Barnish, Chris Lennon 
MVPs TH2 Fran Leyton (2B), James War-
ren; (CR) SPE Jen Faloona (CR), Nick 
Money (SS) 
 
Thur 2 Sept 
Sharks 5 1 0 2 2 0 010 
Camels II 0 2 1 0 1 0 2 7 
Pitch 6, Umpire Simon Sharp  
HRs: SHA Richard Jameson 3, Stev 
Kidd 2; CM2 James Wooderson 2 
MVPs SHA Sophie Temple (P), Anthony 
Hulme (2B); CM2 Sarah Cassin (CAM)(RF), 
James Wooderson (LF) 
 
 
 

Titans  2 1 1 0 1 0 0 5 
Marauders 1 0 5 5 2 3 x 16 
Pitch 8, Umpire Harry Somers  
HR: TTN Kate Winfield 
MVPs TTN Kat Winfield (1B), Dan Hocking 
(3B); MRD Tereza Kokocinska (C), Rich Goar 
(P) 

Tue 7 Sept 
Hackers 3 0 7 14 24 
Bats 6 4 0  1 11 
Bad light, Pitch 7, Umpire Ian Caird; re-
sult accepted as final  
HRs: BAT Alex Bates, Carlos dos 
Ramos, Jerry Seabridge, Keith Lewis 
(GS) 
MVPs: HAC Ella Mills (1B), Harry Bell (CR); 
BAT Suzanne Donovan (LF), Keith Lewis (CL) 
 

Wed 8 Sept 
Camels II 1 4 0 2 0 7 
Thunder II 7 0 2 1 x 10 
Bad light, Pitch 7, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs: CM2 James Wooderson; TH2 An-
drew Bogie 
MVPs CM2 Jen Brooks (LF), Chris Drayton 
(P); TH2 Niki Corliss (C), Jon Taylor (3B) 

Thur 9 Sept 
Titans 0 2 0 4 5 3 14 
Bats 0 2 1 0 1 1 5 
Bad light; Pitch 6, Umpire Fliss Fagan 
HRs: TTN Mike Mia, Dan O’Brien; BAT 
Arthur Hung 
MVPs TTN Karyn Cooper (2B), Mike Mia (CL); 
BAT Beryl Lannin-Jones (1B), Alex Bates (SS) 

beat the Camels saw the Kats 
into Division 2  without even 
playing. The same fate faced 
the Bats, as the Marauders’ 
thrilling win against the Hack-
ers saw the two founder mem-
bers both face the drop, 
though Bats had to wait until 
the final game, where a Titans 
forfeit could have offered them 
a last minute reprieve. As it 
was, they lost. It was especially 
disappointing for the Hackers, 
who were leading 18-9 going 
into the bottom of the final in-
ning, but saw the Marauders 
score an improbable ten runs 
to snatch the win. 

The second week of games 
saw Thunder celebrate their 
title by completing their 
weather-affected game against 
the Mavericks with a win. De-
spite the Mavs winning their 
final game against the doomed 
Meerkats the following day, 
they have their lowest ever fin-
ish (6th), below Mayhem on 
the tightest of head-to-heads: 
one win each, aggregate score 
25-24. Mayhem picked up their 
interrupted game against 
Travelling Dodgers already 
10-0 down from a first half-
inning, and actually “won” on 

Thunder clinch first ever title
(continued from page 1) 

the night scoring 15 to the TDs’ 
11. It was a similar story for 
Camels, outscoring Greensox 
10-8 but losing 12-10, and still 
seeking that evasive first win 
over the Sox, in now 21 at-
tempts.  Thunder II confirmed 
their promotion to Division 1 
with a 10-7 defeat of Camels 
II. The two relegated founder 
members met for a third time, 
Hackers (the donkeys, as you 
may remember) compiling an 
impressive 4th-inning total 
against the Bats (thorough-
breds) before the fading light 
called an end to proceedings. 
The Exec allowed the result to 
stand as they did with the Li-
ons—Jammy Dodgers com-
pletion game the previous 
night. 

Unable to agree a suitable date 
to play each other, the remain-
ing game between Lions and 
Travelling Dodgers, the result 
of which will have no bearing 
on the standings, has been de-
clared “void”, which pretty 
well sums up the troubled sea-
son we have had.  



Manchester 
Thunder 
MSL champions 
Comp winners North West 
Series, Leeds tournament 
  P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
16 13 0 3 0 240 164 .813 .875 

 Apps Start Sub HR MVP 
Luis Arrevillagas 15 15 0 9 5 
Kris Hadwin 15 15 0 3 2 
Kim Hannessen 15 15 0 1 9 
Kellie Whitaker 15 15 0 0 2 
Joe Grantham 14 14 0 4 4 
Dave Leverton 13 12 1 2 0 
Sian Payne 13 13 0 0 2 
Beth Jarratt 10 10 0 0 1 
Julie Lott 10 10 0 0 0 
Josh Edwards 9 8 1 4 2 
Ben March 4 4 0 1 1 
Kate Densley 3 3 0 0 1 
Mike Lott 3 3 0 0 0 
Robbie Studholme 1 1 0 0 0 
guests 25 25 0 2 3 

Thunder’s first MSL Division 1 
title is the headline in a year of 
strong on-field achievement for 
the club. In the 2021 season, its 
four teams competed in all four 
divisions, but thanks to the pro-
motion of Thunder II – its second 
in two official MSL seasons 
(discounting 2020) – and Thunder 
IV, Club Thunder has more 
“Thunderbies” to look forward to 
next year. 

Thunder’s first league title since 
the club’s formation in 2006 was 
“a dream come true for many 
people currently and historically 
involved with the club,” in the 
words of the much-missed Mark 
Griffin, writing from his new 
home in Dubai. Thunder captain 
Kellie Whitaker echoed this sen-
timent: “Winning the league has 
been something our club has 
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Sharks 
Division 2     
winners 
  P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
17 14 0 3 0 326 191 .824 .882 

 G AB HR MVP 
OBP 
Mike Hulme 16 69  7 3 .806 
Richard Jameson 16 64  6 4 .710 
Stevie Kidd 15   57   10 5 .667 
Stephen Shearer 17 58  1 3 .649 
Anthony Hulme 15 57  0 1 .641 
Lewis Cranny 13 44  0 1 .629 
Hayley Broadbent 15 50  0 2 .578 
Rebecca Ebo 15 56  0 4 .552 
Josh Schneider-Weiler 1 4  0 0 .500 
Kate Shearer 16 57  0 1 .485 
Sophie Temple 16 59  0 6 .484 
Claire Riley 12 36  0 0 .476 
Joycee Rosaria 14 46  0 3 .412 
Megan Bankier 6 23  0 1 .292 
guests 3 12  0 0 .472 
Note HRs scored on errors not included 

After what felt like an eternity of 
the Diamonds, the team stepped 
onto the field for the first league 
game against Thunder II and set 
the standard with a comprehen-
sive 25-5 victory and then fol-
lowed this up with a 15-8 win 
against the newly promoted Ti-
tans, before our first loss of the 
season against Marauders 8-7. 
We will call that one for the pur-
est that love a good defensive 
show rather than the actual truth 
which was that both sides could-
n’t bat for toffee. 

We then went win, loss before 
our first big winning streak of 
the season (5) which set us up 
nicely for promotion at least. A 
surprise loss to bottom-of-the-
table Didsbury Bats could have 
derailed the team in the past. 
However, we then pulled our 
socks up and went on a 6-game 

been working towards for a 
very long time. It was an emo-
tional night… for so many rea-
sons.” 

First-team player Luis Arrevilla-
gas added further that “You may 
imagine how much this means 
for those founding players who 
have been trying, for years, to 
do this.  It also means a lot to 
newer players who have helped 
us along the way: without those 
new players we would have not 
been able to do this, that’s for 
sure. Our team this year 
(including guests) was made up 
of founding players, new play-
ers to Manchester and to soft-
ball, players who used to play 
for Thunder club and very im-
portantly players from our other 
Thunder teams.” 

As Luis mentioned, one pleasing 
development for the club this 
season has been that the differ-
ent Thunder teams’ players 
have appeared more than ever 
on the same field. The club has 
developed newer players with 
guesting “up” appearances in 
league games and joint training 
sessions, but even more so in 
tournaments – especially the 
LGBT Tournament, which saw 
two rookie captains from Thun-
der III successfully take the 
helm of diverse line-ups. In 
2022 the club looks forward to 
developing this sense of inte-
gration, helping players of all 
levels of experience to improve 
and enjoy this most social sport 
together. 

Thunder teams have also com-
peted well in various tourna-
ments this season, most success-
fully in the North-West Series 
and at Leeds, where it achieved 
its weekend triumphs. In 2022 
the club plans to enter more 
tournaments to increase Man-
chester softball representation 
nationwide. 

Andrew Bogie 

Review of the Year 



and nerve-shredding, with Ti-
gers taking the early lead, 
scores tied after four innings, 
and Bandidos finally snatching it 
with a single-handed double 
play by our estimable vice-
captain. 

Along the way we also had a 
taster of tournament play, enjoy-
ing a fabulous first day at Man-
chester Main, beating several 
Div 2 teams (and a not so fabu-
lous second day, with several 
players unavailable).  

This year’s success was in some 
ways even better than 2019’s: 
with our two top hitters missing 
several games through injury, 
we needed everyone to do their 
bit, which they indeed did. No 
need to single out any individu-
als: everyone contributed 
splendidly, and we are looking 
forward to the next challenge 
that Wythenshawe Wednesdays 
will present. ¡Vamos Bandidos!               

El Niño 

Southport 
Seagulls 
Division 4    
winners 
  P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
18 11 0 7 0 345 318 .611 .741 

 Apps Start SubHR MVP 
Gina Amos 15 15 0 1 4 
Cindy Chong 15 15 0 0 0 
Mike Connolly 15 15 0 4 2 
Chris Radford 15 15 0 4 1 
Sarah Douglas 14 14 0 0 2 
Carl Emsley 14 14 0 13 7 
Arthur Hung 14 14 0 2 1 
Jai Bhagdev 12 12 0 4 2 
Claire Holden 11 11 0 0 0 
Laura Howarth 11 11 0 0 3 
Toby Oliver 10 10 0 0 1 
Ashley Swaby 9 9 0 0 6 
Alex Wardle 9 9 0 3 2 
Emmie Cotter 7 7 0 0 0 
Sarah Davis 5 5 0 0 2 
David Grice 5 5 0 3 1 
Willow Connolly 3 3 0 0 0 
James Tanner 2 2 0 0 1 
Natalie Mortlock 1 1 0 0 0 
Gabrielle Santos 1 1 0 0 1 
guests 6 6 0 0 0 
This was Southport Seagulls’ in-
augural season. We had a nice 

► Continued on page 6 

Harry Somers 12 39 0 7 .462 
Carol Ann Costello 9 31 0 9 .452 
Kate Davidson 15 53 0 7 .415 
Lisa Hine 14 57 0 11 .386 
Diane Khwaja 1 3 0 0 .333 
guests 8 24 1 11 .750 

After their enforced gap year, 
Bandidos were eager to pick up 
where they had left off, as divi-
sional winners. Although now in 
Division 3, due to restructuring, 
five of the six teams faced in 
2019’s Div 4 were promoted with 
us. The squad was essentially the 
same apart from our resident 
Geordie Maisie rejoining her 
own kind, and Bev leaving due 
to family commitments. But we 
welcomed Carol Ann Costello to 
the roster, along with a genuine 
Spanish speaker, Nacho 
Sánchez.  

The season began with Divisions 
3 and 4 combined, and after a 
comfortable opening game we 
were served a wake-up call by 
the Tiggers, who we beat with a 
two-out walk-off home run after 
trailing for the whole game. The 
next four games were “mercy” 
wins, and we led the division 
until game 6, when we lost 18-19 
to the Tigers in the tightest of 
games. After that we matched 
our closest rivals win for win but 
remained in 2nd place on head-
to-head right up to the final 
game, more of which later. We 
clinched promotion with two 
games left in a tight 17-16 win 
over our old friends Thunder III, 
had our 8th run-ahead win of the 
season in the penultimate game, 
then faced the Tigers, the only 
team to have beaten us, in the 
final game of the season, to de-
cide the title. As reported previ-
ously, the game was exciting 

winning streak to be crowned 
Division 2 winners with a 14-3 
record. 

Captain Shearer notes he is ex-
tremely proud of the team in-
cluding all previous players 
whose hard work and dedication 
have led the team on this incredi-
ble journey from complete nov-
ices to Division 1 standard within 
seven years. During this period 
the team have clearly grown and 
have started entering Comp 
level at some tournaments, most 
notable Northwest Series 3 this 
year, where being paired with 
the newly crowned Division 1 
champions Thunder along with 
established Division 1 teams 
Mayhem, Mavs and Leeds Terri-
ers had me thinking this will be 
tough day. But again, the team 
proved me wrong and stepped 
up going an impressive 4-0 in the 
group before running out of 
steam and losing out to the Cam-
els in the semi-final. 

It’s now time for some well-
earned downtime, before the 
hard work commences in due 
course to try to maintain the stan-
dard set and maximise our op-
portunity to stay in the top divi-
sion. 

The team would like to thank the 
MSL committee and all those in-
volved for their efforts and un-
doubtedly many lost hours to en-
sure the season went ahead in 
these trying times.      

Stephen Shearer 

Los Bandidos 
Division 3        
winners 
  P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
16 15 0 1 0 316 135 .938 .958 

 G AB HR RBI Avge 
Jason Kneen 10 39 11 30 .872 
Ross Birch 11 40 13 49 .775 
Chloë Llewellyn 13 48 4 27 .771 
Liam Morrison 14 50 9 44 .760 
Johnny Preston 1 4 0 2 .750 
Peter O’Hare 8 26 8 23 .692 
Adam Morrison 15 61 3 23 .689 
Nacho Sánchez 15 53 4 37 .660 
Janine Hickie 16 61 1 17 .656 
Lauren Birch 13 50 1 20 .620 
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four of the first five games. The 
difficulty spike when the Divi-
sion 3 fixtures started was a 
learning curve but we stayed 
focused and finished on top of 
the Div 4 pile when the league 
split. For a team so new to out-
door league play this feat alone 
was remarkable and is wholly 
due to the effort everyone has 
put in to develop together! This 
learning was carried into the 
second half of the season as we 
put up an absolute scrap but 
sadly by the time we hit our 
winning stride again we had 
run out of season to make the 
points up to keep us in Division 
3. Regardless of placings, that 
was an amazing season to be 
part of and to captain. Adam 
Hoysted’s cheeky base-
running, Nick Simms’s exqui-
site tally of home runs and 
Mark Fox’s total dominance at 
catcher were standouts. Also 
credit to Kris Stokwisz for find-
ing his batting form, Michelle 
Fisher for the quietly assured 
return to the field and Michelle 
Cleator for withstanding the 
onslaught of throws to 1st base. 
Not forgetting Josh Normie for 
his stamina and sheer agility at 
short stop, Jack Rains for step-
ping up to the plate in every 
respect, Amy Sykes for running 
herself ragged in the outfield 
and Charlotte Roszas for get-
ting so acquainted with the 
ground. We were helped as 
well by valuable input from 
game veterans Lee Scambler 
and Taj Uddin. Hannah Wint’s 
insanely powerful hitting also 
won us at least one game. I 
think my favourite shout-out 
however goes to Conny Batho, 
who (after two years) had an 
epiphany in the last game of the 
season – the trick to hitting the 
ball is to watch the ball, not the 
pitcher. Expecting home runs 
in 2022 Conny!      Chloe Patient 
 

against a Division 4 side. A one-
run win against Swingers fol-
lowed by two double-digit wins 
against Screwballs and Rippers 
left the Gulls on top of the pile. 
Only losing one game to anyone 
who played in Division 4 was a 
good end to the season. We won 
games we didn’t deserve to but 
fought well. We need to step up 
next season so we shall wait to 
see what the seasiders can bring 
to the party in Division 3.  

Mike Connolly 

Manchester 
Stingers 
Div 3, 5th place  
 
  P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
16   8 0 8 0 239 298 .500 .667 

 Apps Start Sub HRMVP 
Chloe Patient 15 15 0 0 5 
Michelle Cleator 14 14 0 0 1 
Charlotte Rozsas 14 14 0 0 3 
Conny Batho 13 13 0 0 2 
Josh Normie 13 13 0 3 4 
Nick Sims 13 13 0 5 4 
Richard Fox 12 12 0 1 2 
AJ Hoysted 12 12 0 3 3 
Kris Stokwisz 12 12 0 5 1 
Jack Rains 11 11 0 0 1 
Amy Sykes 10 10 0 0 0 
Michelle Fisher 9 9 0 1 2 
Lee Scambler 7 7 0 1 1 
Hannah Wint 5 5 0 1 3 
Taj Uddin 4 4 0 0 0 
Rebecca Davies-Hinde 2 2 0 0 0 
guests 2 2 0 0 0 

Having finished second bottom 
of Division 5 after our first ever 
season in 2019, Stingers had a 
storming start to 2021 winning 

mix of total rookies, very new 
players and a few more experi-
enced heads. The season started 
well with two double-digit victo-
ries against established teams in 
Tiggers and Thunder IV that 
gave the rookies some real con-
fidence going into a run of 
harder fixtures. Back-to-back 
defeats to Bandidos and Stingers 
quickly brought a more real feel 
of where we were placed and 
how we would move forward. A 
tight victory against Swingers 
improved our record to 3-2. 
While the captain’s away the 
team must play and not only did 
the team lose narrowly to Colt 
45s after a stirring comeback 
effort but also, paperwork was 
filed incorrectly and this caused 
a point deduction. The rest of 
the Division 3/4 mix followed 
the pattern of what had gone 
previously. Thumping defeats 
against teams that would end up 
in Division 3 and solid wins 
against those that would join us 
in Division 4. At the season 
break we were above everyone 
we had beaten and below eve-
ryone we had lost to. Division 4 
started with a top-of-the-table 
clash with Thunder IV, and the 
Seagulls squeaked out a win in 
extra innings against the better 
team on the day. A comfortable 
win against the great Raiders 
was followed by a tight victory 
over the Tiggers which could 
have gone either way, but which 
was called for bad light. Sea-
gulls’ luck finally ran out when 
Enforcers came to town and 
handed them a first defeat 

Review of the Year (Continued 
from page 5) 

Conny Batho and Amy Sykes warm 
up before the game. Photo Chloe Patient 
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ent this year: with Diamond 1 
cancelled, Diamonds 2 and 3 
were played with 90-minute 
games creating some gruelling 
weekends in hot weather. After 
losing our first game at D2, the 
weekend couldn’t have gone 
better: five wins on the bounce 
including an 18-14 win over Ter-
riers after conceding a bat-
around in the first. D3 began 
with back-to-back extra-inning 
one-run games coming out on 
top against Naturals and missing 
out against Fuzzy Ducks. Two 
more wins followed including a 
tight win against fellow Man-
chester-based Tempest before a 
loss in our final game meant we 
had to settle for second in the 
table, one game behind leaders 
LNZ. The team picked them-
selves up for the cup competi-
tion and played out another 
thriller in the semi-final resulting 
in a walk-off 11-10 win against 
Tempest. An 18-10 victory in the 
final over Warriors was no less 
than the team deserved after 
great performances over both 
weekends. 

Before the Nationals the squad 
went international to compete at 
Edinburgh. Eager to test them-
selves against a strong field the 
team once again excelled. Fin-
ishing the Saturday with four 
wins and one loss, the highlight 
was an 11-4 win against NSL1 
finalists the KKs. The team went 
into Sunday hoping to stay in the 
top three and having a shot at 
the grand final. Fortunately the 
form continued with three wins 
from three including a 12-7 win 
against NSL1 champions Travel-
ling Dodgers. The team topped 

the round robin with seven wins 
and one loss, a result of great 
defence having conceded 22 
fewer runs than the next best 
defence, the Jammy Dodgers. It 
was them who we then met in 
the final after they played out an 
epic semi-final against the KKs. 
A great display of base hitting 
backed up by some outstanding 
defence all over the field en-
sured a 16-5 win and celebra-
tions that didn’t end until well 
into Monday morning. 

Finally the squad went down for 
one final effort at the NSL2 Na-
tionals. Camels had mixed re-
sults in the round robin, fortu-
nately dispatching Fuzzy Ducks 
in the final game to secure the 
4th and final page playoff spot. 
With the format requiring three 
wins back to back against the 
three teams we had lost to over 
the weekend it required a huge 
effort. First up were LNZ: we 
quickly found ourselves 6-3 
down after one and then 10-4 
down after two. The bats then 
kicked in scoring ten before just 
holding off LNZ’s spirited rally 
for a 17-16 win. Naturals, having 
been edged out by Tempest in 
the 1v2 game, started slowly and 
the eight runs Camels scored in 
the top of the 2nd inning proved 

decisive in an 11-8 victory. 
So far so good. The final 
loomed and Tempest 
awaited. Having not been 
separated by more than one 
run in the three meetings so 
far it was sure to be a good 
game. Camels started strong 
putting up eight runs in the 

► Continued on page 8 

Spittin’ Camels 
Div 1 7th place,  
NSL2 runners-up, 
NSL2 Cup and Edin-
burgh tournament winners 
P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
16    6 0 10 0 214 231 .375 .583 

 Apps Start Sub HR MVP 
Adam Hugill 16 15 1 6 6 
Matt Green 16 12 4 3 0 
Charlotte Green 15 15 0 0 6 
Hayley McTear 15 15 0 0 6 
Gareth Evans 14 13 1 4 2 
Andy Lott 14 13 1 4 3 
Jackie Ng 14 4 0 0 1 
Tom Atkinson 13 13 0 3 4 
Charleen Christofi 13 13 0 0 2 
Colin McKie 12 11 1 4 0 
Laricia Bragg 11 10 1 0 0 
Sarah Cassin 11 10 1 0 1 
Adam Brookbanks 10 9 1 0 1 
Claire Higgs 10 9 1 0 0 
After the year that was 2020, 
Camels were glad to get back to 
it in 2021 looking to build on our 
highly successful 2019 season 
that seemed a decade ago. After 
a strong start to the season, with 
good wins against the Jammy 
Dodgers and Mayhem, our form 
became patchy. While we 
pushed the top teams, having 
one-run games against Green-
sox and Thunder as well as tak-
ing the Lions to extra innings, 
we didn’t quite do enough to 
build on our early promise. With 
players seemingly dropping 
left, right and centre, as a full 
tournament season was taking 
its toll on players after a year 
out, we fortunately did just 
enough to stay clear of the bot-
tom two.  

The team entered many of the 
local tournaments: North West 
Series, Manchester Main, Leeds 
and Liverpool with more suc-
cess! Hopefully we can bring a 
bit more of our weekend 
selves to the league next year 
but more than anything it was 
just great to be playing again. 

As well as the return of the 
league, 2021 brought Camels 
their first chance to play in the 
NSL2 tournaments after secur-
ing promotion in 2019. The 
league play was a little differ-

A tight play in the NSL2 Nationals 
final between Tempest and Camels. 
Photo: BSF 
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top of the 1st but unfortunately 
the run of games finally caught 
up with us. Tired legs led to a 
few uncharacteristic errors and 
we were unable to prevent Tem-
pest reeling us in. The 17-13 loss 
was an unfortunate way to finish 
the season but the whole squad 
can be very proud of our first 
season in NSL2 with every mem-
ber making vital contributions 
over the course of the season. 
Bring on 2022!  

NSL2 Squad: Sophie Addison, Nathan 
Barrett, Lara Bragg, Adam Brook-
banks, Sarah Cassin, Charleen 
Christofi, Gareth Evans, Max Fagan, 
Charlotte Green, Matty Green, Vicky 
Green. Adam Hugill, Andy Lott, Colin 
McKie, Jacqui Ng (plus at Edinburgh: 
Katie Flannagan, Hayley McTear, Ben 
Tomlin)   

Adam Hugill  

Tigers club 
Preseason  After a 
year away from the 
diamond we had 
two new-look teams 
raring to go. Some successful 
preseason practice sessions 
gave us grounds for optimism 
but what would happen when 
we played for real?   

Tigers – promoted to Div 2, 
North West Series Rec win-
ners 

P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
16 14  0 2 0 362 184 .875 .917 

 Apps Start Sub HR MVP 
Emma Pritchard 16 16 0 2 0 
Glen Bridges 15 14 1 0 2 
Tereza Kokocińska 15 15 0 3 5 
Holly Smith 15 14 1 1 3 
James Wright 15 14 1 12 4 
Alyssa Jones 14 14 0 2 7 
Richard Thompson 14 13 1 6 0 
Ed Covington 13 13 0 9 4 
Jackie Ervine 13 13 0 0 0 
Robert Lawrence 10 9 1 0 2 
Steve Beddows 3 3 0 0 0 
Sandra Zlatinská 3 3 0 0 0 
Louise Gape 2 2 0 0 1 
guests 19 19 0 4 4 

At the start of the season our 
main aim as a club was to get 
the Tigers promoted and we 

Review of the Year (Continued 
from page 7) 

achieved that in some style as 
the team chalked up 14 wins 
and only two losses. We were 
pre-season promotion favour-
ites, but having a good squad 
on paper doesn’t always trans-
late into wins on grass and we 
did a fine job in converting the 
team’s potential into wins. Bat-
ting champions were Rob Law-
rence and Alyssa Jones. League 
season home run leaders were 
James Wright and Tereza Koko-
cińska. Captain’s players of the 
year were Ed Covington and 
Alyssa Jones and players’ play-
ers of the year were Holly Smith 
and team rookie Glen Bridges.  

Tiggers – Div 4 4th place  

P  W T L F RS RC WL% Pts% 
18  7  0 11 0 236 244 .389 .574 

 Apps Start Sub HR MVP 
Courtney Button 17 16 1 2 1 
Erin Osbourne 16 16 0 0 0 
Oliver Sharpe 16 16 0 8 9 
Aiden Peakman 15 15 0 0 0 
Rachel Andrews 14 14 0 0 5 
Rebecca Crawford 14 13 1 0 1 
Matthew Lyons 14 14 0 6 5 
Conor O’Sullivan 14 13 1 1 0 
Lynsey Taylor 14 14 0 0 3 
Harry Schulte 13 12 1 1 2 
Abigail Follansbee 12 12 0 1 5 
David Wareham 11 10 1 0 1 
Sandra Zlatinská 8 8 0 0 0 
Caroline Drake 5 5 0 0 0 
Mikala Martin 4 4 0 0 2 
Rachel Osbourne 2 2 0 0 0 
Ashley Collier 1 0 1 0 0 
Melissa Houghton 1 1 0 0 1 
Robert Lawrence 1 1 0 0 0 
Georgia Orton 1 1 0 0 0 
Annabel Raynes 1 1 0 0 1 
Ruby Sanders-English 1 1 0 0 0 
guests 5 5 0 0 0 
The Tiggers team that started 
the season was significantly 
weaker than the team of the 
same name that finished the 
2019 season (and which took up 
the Tigers name). 
James Wright and 
Rob Lawrence 
moved up to the 
Tigers, Steve 
Girling didn’t play 
this year and we 
had a large num-
ber of new, largely 
rookie, players to 

incorporate into the team. The 
first two thirds of the season 
were pretty rocky but after the 
Division 3/4 split we were com-
petitive in every game and 
chalked up some satisfying wins 
towards the end of the season. 
Oli Sharpe and Abi Follansbee 
were the team’s leading batters 
heading both the batting aver-
ages and the home run lists. 
Captains’ players of the year 
were Harry Schulte and Lynsey 
Taylor and players’ players 
were Oli Sharpe and Rachael 
Andrews.  

Tournaments We had a very 
successful tournament season 
and won a lot of silverware with 
teams that successfully com-
bined the two league teams. We 
won the Rec level North West 
Series of tournaments, winning 
two of the three individual tour-
naments. We also won the Sil-
ver Plate at the Manchester 
tournament, taking down a cou-
ple of Division 2 teams along 
the way, and we also claimed a 
trophy at the Leeds tournament. 
Club tournament batting lead-
ers were Ed Covington and 
Caroline Drake and the home 
run leaders were James Wright 
and Alyssa Jones.      
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Anti-clockwise from above: (1) The Bats and Hackers 
had a friendly rivalry during the season regarding 
whether their team was a donkey sanctuary or a set of 
aging thoroughbreds. (2) The rookie sessions were a 
raging success, attracting as many as 40 new players, 
from which two new teams were formed mid-way 
through the season. (3) Enforcers made the news by 
attracting four new players, quadruplets no less. And we were treated to some fabulous action photos by 
(4) Mark Ferriss, (5) David Grice and …             ► continued overleaf  

Review of the Year—in photos 
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(Continued from page 9)  
(Anticlockwise from above) …  Mike Lott. At the 
end of June we celebrated our symbolic 5,000th 
game, with recollections by founder members, a 
well attended sunset party, and a game between 
founding teams Speeders and Bats, beginning 
with a ceremonial double first pitch. The Alex Hall 
tournament in July raised more than £3000 for 
Christies. The picnic was won by the Red Team. 
And (opposite page) the fixture schedule was dis-
rupted by an important football match, and then 
by thnder storms. And finally players from 
Mossley Mayhem Freeze and other teams paid 
their respects to their founding father Peter Wil-
kinson who sadly passed away at the end of Au-
gust.          
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AGM and Captains’ 
Meeting 
The 2021 season will be 
wrapped up with the end-of-
season Captains’ Meeting and 
Annual General Meeting, to be 
held online this year, on No-
vember 4th. Among the issues 
likely to be on the agenda are 
the reintroduction of the Playoff 
Division, while the Exec may 
be seeking opinion on taking 
the uniform rules one step fur-
ther, and closing up some loop-
holes in the guest and transfer 
rules. 

At the AGM, besides the usual 
Treasurer’s end-of-term ac-
counts, the new Exec will be 
elected: all Exec posts are up 
for re-election, with two posts 
falling vacant for which candi-
dates are sought: Martine 
Knight is stepping down after 
an exceptionally difficult year 
as Fixtures Secretary, and, after 
five years of excellent service, 
Mike Goff is quitting the Tour-
naments post. Anyone inter-
ested who wants to know what 
is involved should contact sec-
retary@manchester-
softball.co.uk 

Next season’s dates 
Talking of tournaments, next 
season is scheduled to kick off 
with the now traditional Firstball 
(cancelled this year due to 
COVID—let’s hope that’s the 
last time we’ll be printing those 
words) scheduled for the week-
end of April 23rd-24th, with the 
season starting the following 
Tuesday 26th or Wednesday 
27th. Manchester Main will as 
usual be the first weekend in 
August, 6th-7th. The BSUK’s 
Northwest Series will begin on 
April 9th-10th, with two further 
weekends scheduled for June 
18th-19th and August 20th-21st. 
The annual LGBT tournament is 
scheduled for May 21st. 

Winter social events 
Our Social secretary NJ Dyson, 
who has done an excellent job 
this year organising two post-
match parties and the tourna-
ment “do” during the season as 
well as the present event, is 
considering two or three further 
events for this winter. Exact de-
tails have not yet been finalised, 
and if anyone has any ideas for 
social events, and especially if 
they could help organize them, 

then please get in touch.  

Among the ideas being consid-
ered are a Golf Day:  this 
would be a charity golf tourna-
ment for softball players and 
friends. Another might be a 
Bowling Soiree, presumably 
at Parrs Wood bowling alley. 

Nearer Christmas, a Curry 
Night (or Sunday lunchtime 
curry) is on the cards. The idea 
is to get a curry house, proba-
bly Sadagar in Gatley, to put 
on a buffet meal for a set price. 
And to get into the Christmas 
spirit, it will include a Secret 
Santa for a bit if fun too.  

For all these events, keep an 
eye on the MSL social media 
and please get in touch if you 
can help. 

Finally, some readers will re-
member the plan to hold a pre-
season party in March 2020 at 
the Roxy Ballroom: tickets 
were sold and we were all set 
to go, but then as we all know, 
plans not only for the pre-
season party but for the season 
itself, were scuppered by the 
pandemic. So that’s another 
idea that could be revitalised. 

Dates for your Diary 

Photo cred-
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forcers. She quickly showed great 
enthusiasm for the sport, coming 
down to training sessions in the 
desolate corners of Hough End 
Fields with the Enforcers and also 
turning up to the MSL training ses-
sions on Sunday afternoons at Urm-
ston Grammar School. Elaina has 
also arranged with other team 
members to meet up for ad hoc 
training sessions to improve her 
overall game. 

Elaina had a diffi-
cult COVID and 
was wary of par-
ticipating in a 
team sport but 
pushed her 
boundaries to be 
part of the team. 
She was proac-
tive in ensuring appropriate safety 
measures were observed and gave 
advice on isolation protocols to 
other team members who tested 
positive or who were pinged due to 
contact with a person testing posi-
tive. 

Her enthusiasm for the sport has 
been reflected in her being willing 
to try out different positions in the 
field and initiate team discussion 
around various fielding options. In 
one particular case, she and an-
other girl were moved into the in-
field at her suggestion. Elaina 
played 1st base and was very reli-
able, making several outs. 

Elaina’s batting has been excellent 
with regular hits into gaps leading 
to her being placed top of the or-
der on more than one occasion. 

Elaina has also got involved in tour-
naments and encouraged other 
people when they have felt they 
are under- performing and is an all 
round friendly and welcoming per-
son. (HG) 

Fran Leyton (Thunder IV & 
Thunder II)  
Fran first joined us after wanting to 
spend some time with a dog, and 
ended up becoming a valuable 
member of our team. Fran is one of 
the most committed and enthusias-
tic members of our team. She 

and how she is not just a team 
player, but a club player.  (BJ)  

Amber Frost (Freeze)  
In February 2019 Amber attended 
Trafford Junior Session with Linni 
Mitchell, on this first session, just 
seeing what is was like and if she 
would enjoy it. She won a certifi-
cate for her hard work.  From this 
moment she has loved it. 

She continued with these sessions 
as well as monthly training session 
for the U13s at Farnham park and 
with Manchester baseball team. 

As soon as Amber turned 14 and 
was old enough to play softball she 
travelled to London to play B 
grade Diamond  for Thames Valley 
Typhoons (B grade). In her first 
game in MSL for Freeze she bat-
ted .800. 

She has also played in NW series 
for Freeze, Diamond 3 for Thames 
Valley Typhoons, and Manchester 
Main for Bandidos. 

This year, not only being brand 
new to games – she has also had to 
learn three sets of rules – slow- 
and fast-pitch softball, and base-
ball. She has also learnt to score, 
and base coach and has been MVP 
in one game in the Manchester 
league. Amber also enjoys discus-
sions with the 
Blus – many 
have offered her 
advice which 
she tries and 
references 
these in conver-
sations.  She is 
not afraid to ask 
them a question 
and smile along with them, which 
is great to see. 

Amber is very much a rookie and 
still has a lot to learn. However in 
just three months she has grown so 
much since actually playing 
games. (MK) 

Elaina Gray (Enforcers) 
One the famous Gray quadruplets, 
Elaina has been the most promi-
nent and consistent of the four to 
turn out on Tuesdays for the En-

Gina Amos (Seagulls)  
Gina comes from 
Liverpool each 
week and tries to 
get better every 
game. Part way 
through the sea-
son one of our fe-
males moved up 
two divisions and 
since then Gina has become a 
stronger and more vocal leader on 
the field making 3rd base her own 
and almost owning the female MVP 
award on a weekly basis (MC) 

Louise Courtney (Thunder IV)  
Lou first attended the rookie ses-
sions a couple of years ago, but 
prior to this season had never 
played a league game, though you 
would not know this as she was 
voted MVP in her first ever game! 
Lou has completely thrown herself 
into both playing softball and into 
the Thunder Club committee. Lou 
volunteered to become the club’s 
safeguarding officer where she has 

done a fantastic job 
and has attended 
training relevant to 
the role. Lou is a 
complete team 
player, and has 
been willing to try 
her hand at any po-
sition. Despite the 
ups and downs of 
learning the game, 

Lou has persisted with each posi-
tion and the growth and improve-
ment is evident. It has been great 
to see her confidence grow each 
and every game. Lou has also 
been involved in organising and 
helping with training sessions for 
Thunder IV, and has trained sepa-
rately as well to constantly im-
prove. Lou has listened to the 
coaching by Kellie at every game 
and her batting has improved due 
to this diligence. Lou played in the 
LGBT tournament where she 
played fantastically. Lou has also 
guested up in league games to 
help with the other Thunder club 
teams where she showed her abil-
ity to play at even higher levels 
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Rookie of the Year nominations 



throws herself into 
every position, 
both figuratively 
and literally, and 
has excelled in 
each and every 
one, including 
short stop. Fran has 
attended every 

training session she can, and 
spends all the time she can work-
ing on her batting and fielding to 
consistently better herself as a 
player. She has organised practice 
sessions where she has arranged 
for more experienced players to 
come and help her. Fran has 
shared the knowledge she has 
gained from these practice ses-
sions with the other members of 
the team, and you can see how her 
influence has helped push her 
other team mates to grown and 
improve in turn. Fran takes every 
single chance she can to play soft-
ball, playing tournaments and re-
cently guested up to play in Divi-
sion 2, where she secured female 
MVP for the game! Fran has also 
helped recruit people to the team. 
Fran is one of those players that 
really embodies the spirit of soft-
ball, and has a genuine love for the 
sport. (BJ) 

Toby Oliver (Seagulls)  
Toby would be a 
worthy winner of 
the big ball MVP. 
They are dedi-
cated, hard work-
ing and a total 
team player. 
Toby plays what-
ever position 
asked of them with a great attitude 
and listens and learns better than 
any player I have worked with in 
any sport. Toby is my most consis-
tent batter and despite only just 
completing their GCSEs this 
year is a leader already. (MC) 

Ashley Swaby (Seagulls and 
Thunder II)   
Ashley has thrown herself into her 
first season proper of softball with 
an almost unparalleled level of 
commitment. She has played every 
game she possibly could, seeking 
out extra league games in the 
North-West and tournaments home 
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and away. She joined the Man-
chester Tempest team at Farnham 
Park’s Diamond Series and even, 
presumably as a last resort, 
played some weekends with 
Yorkshire-based teams. 

Ashley always does everything 
she can to learn 
from her team-
mates and is 
very receptive 
to advice, 
which has 
helped her to 
improve her 
skills rapidly 
and more than justified the move 
from Division 4 to Division 2 half-
way through this season. Her com-
bined MVP nominations tell a 
story of how impressive she has 
been on the field. She is never shy 
about asking questions, which 
helps the rest of the team, even 
those of us who think we know 
everything already, to improve 
along with her. She has a great 
team ethic too, encouraging to 
others and keeping everyone’s 
heads up however well the game 
is going, and always one of the 
first to volunteer to help with off-
field tasks. (AB) 

Mat Tanner (Thunder IV)  
Mat first started playing in the in-
door rookie sessions, and had in-
tended to enter a new rookie team 
into the 2020 season. However 
those plans were scuppered and 
we were fortunate that Mat de-
cided to join Thunder IV. Mat has 
been a wonderful addition to the 
team, and has been a fantastic 
player, working his way to be-
coming one of our most consistent 
short stops. Mat is the fastest 
member of our team by miles 
(well, 1 second) which has led to 
him being our lead off batter and 
a strong outfielder as well as his 
short stop prowess. 
He is a team player 
whose main focus 
has been what is 
best for the team as 
a whole, and has 
been instrumental 
in Thunder IV be-
ing promoted this 
season. Mat has 

attended training sessions when-
ever he can, even when his team 
mates have not, and this commit-
ment to the sport has seen him 
consistently improve throughout 
the season. He sourced a pitching 
machine for the team to use at 
their training sessions, and has 
also provided equipment to other 
team mates including helmets and 
bats. Mat has played for mixed 
Thunder teams in a number of 
tournaments, and has held his 
own against the more experi-
enced players. (BJ) 

James Warren (Thunder II)  
James has shown great resilience 
and maturity in 
his first season of 
adult softball and 
continues to im-
prove quickly on 
the field because 
of his excellent 
attitude. In terms 
of his on-field 
abilities, there is 
no better indicator of this than his 
rapid ascent in the Home Run Tro-
phy, as Thunder II’s leading slug-
ger, despite a slow start. He has 
worked hard to improve his bat-
ting technique in practice and 
tournaments, also joining the GB 
fastpitch youth development setup 
at Farnham Park. James’s outfield-
ing is also significantly improving 
– gone are the days of sprinting in 
too far under fly balls – and he has 
responded very well to advice, 
whether it be in the form of gentle 
nurturing or more frankly ex-
pressed views. 
Aside from his playing skills, 
James has also worked with BSF’s 
North West regional development 
team, helping with sessions for 
even younger players than him-
self. Despite being half the age 
(and the rest) of most of his team-
mates, James has also mixed well 
with the group, bringing an infec-
tious enthusiasm to Thunder II’s 
games. (AB) 
 

Note: all photos of  under 18s are 
printed with permission and should 
not be copied or reproduced. 
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than in 2019 in about the same number of 
games. This has bounced back to about the 
same total as the year before. The average per 
game is 28 in Division 1, 30 in Divisions 2 and 4, 
33 in the combined Division 3/4. Division 3 has 
the highest average at 35. 

Jumpin’ Jack Flash 

810  home runs were scored, a 6% in-
crease on 2019. These come at an av-

erage of just on 3 per game, except in Division 
3 where it is 3.8, and in the combined Division 
3/4 where it was 4.8. 32 were grand slams (6 
less than 2019), and 24 were hit by guests 
(down on 2019) two-thirds of them guests play-
ing “down”. No guest hit a grand slam. The per-
centage of home runs hit with a small ball con-
tinues to decrease, down to 8.1% (from 10.3%). 
Of these 66 small-ball homers, just one was a 
grand slam, hit by Martine Knight. 

Satisfaction 

362  was the number of runs scored by 
the league’s top scorers, the Tigers 

at an average of 22.6 per game, down fraction-
ally on 2019’s record. Los Bandidos had the 
best defence, conceding 135 runs at 8.44 per 
game, though again not as good as  their record 
in winning Division 4 in 2019.  

Sympathy for the devil 
The most porous defence over the whole season 
was the Meerkats’ averaging a fraction over 20 
per game, while the Jammy Dodgers scored 
the fewest, 10.56 per game. Both stats show a 
considerable improvement on 2019’s “worst” 
team. 

Honky tonk women, Street fighting 
man 

26  players played in every game for their 
team, as listed here: 

Bandidos (16 games) Janine Hickey 
Bats (17) Alex Bates 
Camels (16) Matt Green, Adam Hugill* 
Camels II (17) Jen Douglas, Fliss Fagan 
Freeze (16) Darren Bamford, Michael Mia* 
Greensox (16) Thomas Russell 
Hackers (17) Alex Mills 
Jammy Dodgers (16) Paul Colton 
Mayhem (16) Zoe Le Roux 

We present the now traditional round-up of stats 
from this year. Usually we compare numbers with 
the previous year, but … well, we all know the 
story. 

Start me up 

566  people registered to play softball this 
year. There were 442 rostered pre-

season, which means 124 joined during the sea-
son. However, 29 rostered players never actually 
played.  All these totals (except non-playing ros-
tered players) are up about 5% on 2019, despite 
a number of players put off by the on-going 
COVID situation. So we are growing. 

Enforcers had the biggest roster, with 36 play-
ers, 13 more than the next biggest. Of those, 
eight didn’t play at all, and nine played only 
once. On average teams used 17 different 
(rostered) players throughout the season. Three 
teams managed with a squad of only 14 players: 
Camels, Thunder and Tigers.  

Mother’s little helper 

264 guest appearances were made by 114  
individuals. Thunder and Tigers were 

among the highest guest users. Thunder had 17 
different individuals make a total of 25 guest ap-
pearances, while Tigers had 7 different guests 
appear 19 times. Only the Jammy Dodgers had 
more guests (16 guests, 28 appearances). Jeremy 
Fothergill made the most guest appearances (11), 
all for the same team, while Martine Knight 
played for seven different teams over the course 
of the season. Camels and Mavericks were the 
only teams to have no need of guests at all. And 
apart from the two rookie teams, only the Hack-
ers did not provide any guests.  

Let’s spend the night together 

244  was the total number of games played, 
four less than in 2019. There were five 

forfeits and one game not played. Teams in Divi-
sions 1 and 3 got 16 games, Division 2 17 and Di-
vision 4 18, thanks to the addition of two teams in 
mid-season. 

Paint it black 

7,486  runs 
were 

scored (not counting 
forfeits), 842 more 

Stattos’ corner 
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Raiders (7) Abbie de Zwart, Rachel Loggen-
berg, Milan Nechvatal, Richard Valentine, Nata-
lie Wood 
Screwballs (6) Naveed Ahmed, Olivia Westma-
cott 
Sharks (17)  Stephen Shearer 
Speeders (17) Emma Bennett 
Thunder II (17) Emma Miller 
Thunder IV (18) Elliot Boydell 
Tigers (16) Emma Pritchard 
Travelling Dodgers (15) Craig Brooks, Rachael 
Shkurko 
* indicates players who were also ever-present 
in 2019, though not necessarily for the same 
team. Brad Hadwin’s 6-year 92 consecutive 
game streak was halted near the end of this sea-
son. The leading ever-present is now Adam Hu-
gill with 52 consecutive games since 23rd Au-
gust 2017. 
 

Get off my cloud 

32  transfers were logged during the sea-
son, a quarter of them players whose 

season with their “own” team had finished, tak-
ing advantage of a loophole that allows trans-
fers “up” after the transfer deadline. The origi-
nal reason for this allowance (and also the “field 
anywhere” rule for players guesting “up”) was 
to give players in the junior teams of multi-team 
clubs a chance to “try out” in the higher divi-
sions at the end of the season, but there has 
been little or no evidence of this being the case 
for the last few years. And there is evidence of 
players rostering for a lower team in order to 
take advantage of the rule: 107 guest appear-
ances were “up” (40% of the total), but only 16 
of them were to a senior club-mate team and in 
only three cases were those juniors played in 
non-guest fielding positions. So it may be time 
to revisit these two rules. Rant over.  

Not fade away, Fool to cry 

36.7  is the average age of MSL players, 
just about one year older than two 

years ago (figure that). The oldest rostered 
player was 73½ on opening day. Jammy Dodg-
ers have taken over as the oldest team in the 
league, with an average age of 44. The youngest 
team are the Swingers, as they were in 2019, at 
28.6. There are 16 rostered under-18s, down one 
from 2019, the first time this number has fallen. 
The youngest player turned 14 in June of this 
year. And there are 33 rostered players who 
were born this century.  

30% of players are younger than the MSL, that is 
to say, weren’t born when the league started. 

Gimme shelter 
Our players come from 21 different postcode ar-
eas. Just under half (48%) live in Manchester 
while 23% live in Stockport. The most popular 
area to come from is Cheadle (SK8, 44 players) 
ahead of Didsbury (M20, 39). This reverses the 1-
2 from two years ago. 

You can’t always get what you want 

98%  of games had a neutral umpire, up 
on 2019:just five games were self-

umpired. We’re nearly there! Divisions 3 and 4 
had 100% coverage, though two games in the 
combined division were bluless. The other three 
were in Divisions 1 (2 games) and 2 (1). This im-
pressive total admittedly includes two or three 
games that were umpired by a non-playing mem-
ber of one or other team. 26 different brave souls 
stepped up to the plate, literally. Paul Fagan 
again led the way with 31 games in all divisions, 
spread evenly over Tuesday 
and Wednesday.  

It’s all over now 
Subheadings in honour 
of the recently departed 
Charlie Watts, the Roll-
ing Stones’ drummer. 



The leading candidates for the MVP awards in 
each division are as follows: 

Division 1 Female 

Charlotte Green (Camels), Kim Hannessen 
(Thunder), Zoe Le Roux (Mayhem), Hayley 
McTear (Camels) 

Division 1 Male 

Luis Arrevillagas (Thunder), Chris Fulton 
(Lions), Adam Hugill (Camels), Nigel Peters 
(Jammy Dodgers) 

Division 2 Female 

Nicola Booth (Camels II), Emily Davison 
(Thunder II), Suzanne Donovan (Bats), Christine 
Hunter (Speeders), Grace Mills (Hackers), Su 
O’Brien (Bats), Bailey Saunders (Marauders), 
Kate Winfield (Titans) 

Division 2 Male 

Adam Barnish (Speeders), Alex Bates (Bats), 
Stevie Kidd (Sharks), Charlie Whalley (Hackers) 

Division 3 Female 

Alyssa Jones (Tigers), Atiyah Malik (Colt 45s), 
Chloe Patient (Stingers), Luna Sanchez Palacio 
(Thunder III) 

Division 3 Male 

Michael Mia (Freeze), Adam Morrison 
(Bandidos), Liam Morrison (Bandidos) 

Division 4 Female 

Bryony James (Thunder IV), Em Park 
(Swingers), Ashley Swaby (Seagulls), Lisa Wil-
liams (Enforcers) 

Division 4 Male 

Bryn Davies (Enforcers), Carl Emsley 
(Seagulls), Ollie Sharpe (Tiggers) 

A few years ago, at the End-of-
Season Ball, it was noticed too 

late that the engraver had 
made a mistake on the MVP 
awards. He offered to re-
place the medals of course, 

but most of the winners pre-
ferred to keep them as they 
were, complete with the text ... 

MOIST VALUABLE PLAYER 

Prize quiz 
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MVPs 
Win £30 off your next year’s MSL 
subscription fee.  
On your table you will find an answer sheet. Fill 
in the answers and submit them to Harry Somers 
by the end of the awards ceremony. One sheet 
per table. The winners will be announced soon 
afterwards. If a further tie break is needed, we 
have an extra fiendishly difficult tie-break ques-
tion. Use of the internet is allowed, except for the 
final tie-break. For those reading this on-line after 
the event, answers will appear in Bases Loaded 
Volume 28 Issue 1. 

Part 1—Play ball! 
1. In bowling knocking down all 10 pins with one 

ball. 

2. First name of  the father of Lisa and Maggie. 

3. Surname of the Blackpool FC player who was 
No. 7 in England’s 1966 World Cup winning 
team. 

4. Band featuring Glenn Tilbrook and Chris Dif-
ford as song-writing members. 

5. Name of the lake in Trinidad which is the 
world’s largest natural source of asphalt. 

6. Specification of large marine mam-
mal belonging to the baleen parvorder Mys-
ticeti.   

7. What the ‘scraps’ you ask for at the chippy are 
made of. 

8. Iron, lead, nickel, and 
zinc are examples of this 
kind of metal. 

9. Pictured here are Indian 
___ ducks. 

10.  Fire-proof and burglar-
proof invention that 
Charles Chubb is famous 
for. 

11. American LGBTQ news, 
fashion, entertainment, and lifestyle magazine. 

12. Foo Fighters song released in 2011. 

13. Part of the title of a book the main character in 
which is Holden Caufield. 

14. A type of carnivorous plant the leaves of which 
feature a prey-trapping mechanism. 

15. What you call original film music.  



Volume 27, Issue 20 Page 17 

Name the MSL team suggested by these pictures of commercial items, news stories or recent movies. 

 

 
(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

  

 
(d) 

 
(e) (f) 

 
(g) 

 
(h) 

 
(i) 

 
(j) 

 
(k)  

(l) 

 
(m) 

 
(n) 

 
(o) 

 
(p) 

 
(q) 

 
(r) 

 
(s)  

(t) 

Part 2—Picture quiz 

Questions set by Tim Roberts and Harry Somers 
Tie break: How many rostered players in MSL 
have a three-letter surname? 



Division 1 female 
4 – Natalie Leyland (TDS) 
3 – Katie Jessop (TDS), Rachael 
Shkurko (TDS) 
2 – Sophie Addison (TDS), Nic 
Duerden (LIO) 
1 – Tanya Burton (GRX), Kim Han-
nessen (THU), Tanya Lochery 
(GRX), Linni Mitchell (MHM), Vic O’Farrell 
(GRX), Jade Shaw (LIO)  

Division 1 male  
13 – Paul Colton (DOD) 
9 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Ross 
Maskell (LIO) 
8 – Chris Fulton (LIO) 
7 – Dan Downes (TDS), Mike Gas-
kell (TDS), Pete Nightingale* 
(MAV)  
6 – Rory Gibson (MKT), Adam Hu-
gill (CAM), Tom Russell (GRX) 
5 – Shane Sharp (TDS), Simon Sharp (MKT) 
4 – Josh Edwards (THU), Joe Grantham* (THU), 
Benkei Johnson (LIO), Gareth Evans (CAM), 
Andy Lott (CAM), Colin McKie (CAM), Tom 
Munro (MHM), Mark Sanders (GRX) 
3 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), Nathan Barratt (MHM), 
Craig Brookes (TDS), Luis Carlino (MHM), Jor-
dan Colton (MHM), David Dyson (DOD), Mi-
chael Elsy (MHM), Max Fagan (GRX), Matt 
Green (CAM), Kris Hadwin (THU), Laurence 
Pearmain (MAV), Ed Watkinson (LIO) 
2 – Ian Blease (MAV), Lubomir Durisin (MAV), 
Jeivo Gomez (DOD), Brad Hadwin (TDS), Jonny 
Huck (TDS), Dave Leverton (THU), Jack Scholes 
(GRX), Darren Shaw (MKT) 
1 – Luis Almeida (MHM), Tyler Beattie (MKT), 
Matt Bell (TDS), Alfonso Carlino (MHM), Adam 
Cole (MAV),  Matt Fairweather (MKT), Anthony 
Garcia Reyes (MHM), Amilcar Gomez (MHM), 
Chris Gresty (MAV), Danny Gunn (GRX), Simon 
Hepburn (DOD), Steve Howard (LIO), Lee Ken-
drick-Walker (LIO), Paul Kidley (GRX),  Oscar 
Marenco (GRX), Ben March (THU), Luke Martin 
(TDS), Nigel Peters (DOD), Mario Rueda (GRX), 
Ben Tomlin (GRX)    
Division 2 female  
4 – Becci Wadeson (TH2) 
2 – Grace Mills (HAC), Su O’Brien 
(BAT), Kate Winfield (TTN) 
1 – Suzanne Donovan (BAT), Bailey 
Saunders (MRD), Ashley Swaby 
(TH2)  

Home runs 
Division 2 male  
18 – Adam Faloona* (SPE) 
17 – Adam Barnish*** (SPE) 
12 – Stevie Kidd (SHA) 
10 – Alex Bates (BAT) 
9 – Darren Corner* (HAC), Mike 
Hulme* (SHA), James Warren (TH2) 
8 – Rich Jameson (SHA) 
7 – Sam Baker (TTN), James Wooderson (CM2) 
6 – Andrew Bogie (TH2), Sam Whatmore (MRD) 
5 – Steve Bartlett (TH2), Daniel O’Brien (TTN), Sean 
Rafter* (HAC) 
4 –  Duncan Jones* (MRD) 
3 – Carlos dos Ramos (BAT), Jeremy Fothergill 
(SPE), Chris Lennon (SPE), Mike Mia (TTN), Ollie 
Potts (CM2), Jordan Wilcock (MRD) 
2 – Luke Bastin (TH2), Tony Cachia (MRD), Richard 
Goar (MRD), Craig Lawson (CM2), Ian Mills (HAC), 
Nick Money (SPE), Luke Nelson (TTN), Benjie 
Pearce (TH2), Jonny Reuben (SPE), Stephen 
Shearer (SHA), Jon Taylor (TH2), Chris Thompson 
(MRD), Charlie Whalley (HAC) 
1 – Harry Bell (HAC), Alex Claridge-Ingham (SPE), 
Dan Hocking (TTN),  Arthur Hung (BAT), Dan Jar-
man (CM2), Keith Lewis* (BAT), Alex Mills (HAC), 
Joe Mills (HAC), Leo Pearn (CM2), Jerry Seabridge 
(BAT), Richard Taylor (TTN),  Igor van Orel Bronte 
(MRD), Ben Wright (TTN), Dave Warren (TH2)       

Division 3 female  
4 – Chloë Llewellyn (BND) 
3 – Tereza Kokocińska (TIG) 
2 – Alyssa Jones (TIG), Atiyah Malik 
(COL), Emma Pritchard (TIG) 
1 – Lauren Birch (BND), Michelle 
Fisher (STG), Janine Hickey (BND), 
Martine Knight* (FRZ), Nikki Pugh 
(COL), Holly Smith (TIG), Malyn Wainwright (FRZ), 
Hannah Wint (STG)  

Division 3 male  
13 – Ross Birch* (BND), Richard Sarver (TH3) 
12 – Darren Bamford 
(FRZ), Mike Mia 
(FRZ), James Wright 
(TIG) 
11 – Jason Kneen 
(BND) 
10 – Dilan Bastiampil-
lai (TH3), Mario Rueda* (COL) 
9 – Ed Covington** (TIG) 
8 – Phil Cosgrove (COL), Liam Morrison* (BND), 
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Pete O’Hare* (BND) 
6 – Richard Thompson (TIG) 
5 – Nick Sims (STG), Kris Stokwisz (STG) 
4 – Anthony Garcia Reyes (FRZ), Tadgh Tobin 
(COL), Jono Wrigley** (FRZ) 
3 – Chris Frost* (FRZ), Adam Hoysted (STG), 
Adam Morrison (BND), Josh Normie* (STG), Na-
cho Sánchez (BND), Ed Woodcock (TH3), Joe 
Wright (TH3) 
2 – Charlie Hughes (TH3)  
1 – Steve Beddows (TIG), Glen Bridges (TIG), 
Tomm Childs (TH3), Dave Dean (COL), Richard 
Fox (STG), Lewis Le Fevre (TH3), Leo León 
(TH3), Lee McCarthy (COL), Simon Ronksley* 
(COL),  Jamie Saul (COL), Lee Scambler (STG)  

Division 4 female  

3 – Cassie Gradwell (ENF), Hayley Gradwell 
(ENF) 
1 – Gina Amos 
(SGL), Mandy 
Ashton (RIP), Abbey 
Follansbee (TGG), 
Bryony James (TH4), 
Em Park (SWI), Lisa 
Williams (ENF)  

Division 4 male  
16 – Bryn Davies** (ENF) 
14 – Ben Leeks** (SWI) 
13 – Carl Emsley* (SGL) 
10 – Phil Kirby (TH4) 
9 – Johan Lemmers (TH4) 
8 – Ollie Sharp (TGG) 
6 – Mike Davies* (ENF), Sam 
Humphries (SWI), Antoon Lem-
mers* (TH4), Matt Lyons (TGG), Joe Regan* 
(SWI) 
4 – Jai Bhagdev (SGL), Mike Connolly (SGL), 
Matt Langford (RIP), Chris Radford* (SGL) 
3 – Al Bruce* (RIP), Dave Grice** (SGL), An-
thony Henderson (RIP), Scott Humphrey (RIP), 
Mat Tanner (TH4), Alex Wardle (SGL) 
2 – Naveed Ahmed (SCR), Courtney Button 
(TGG), Simon Grainger (ENF), Arthur Hung 
(SGL), Stéphane Karayannis (RIP), Carlos Lee 
(RIP), Conor Wilcock (RIP) 
1 – Scott Barton (RIP), Elliot Boydell (TH4), Peter 
Gordon (SWI), Alex Hartley (SWI), Kieran 
Heavan (SWI), Milan Nechvatal (RAI), Chris 
Newhall (ENF), Conor O’Sullivan (TGG), Harry 
Schulte (TGG), James Tanner (SGL)  

* grand slam 

 

Home run trophy winners down the 
years 
Home runs were first recorded in 2003, and the 
trophy awarded every year since then (except 
last year of course) 

Female 

2003  Jan Bradley (Mavericks)  .......................  3 
2004 Jan Bradley (Mavericks)  ....................... 1 
2005 Estelle Spence (Mutineers)  ..................  3 
2006 Estelle Spence (Mutineers)  ..................  4 
2007 Nic Duerden (Dodgers)  ........................  2 
2008 Jan Bradley (Mavericks), Linda Horan 

(Greensox)  ...........................................  2 
2009 Emma Bennett (More Lions), Jan Bradley 

(Mavericks), Michelle Watkinson (More 
Lions)  ...................................................  2 

2010 Jan Bradley (Mavericks)  .......................  2 
2011 Michelle Watkinson (Lions) ...................  5 
2012 Nancy Bennett (Outlaws), Vicky Green 

(Greensox), Chloë Llewellyn (Thunder), 
Vic O’Farrell (Greensox), Jade Shaw 
(Outlaws)  .............................................  1 

2013 Chloë Llewellyn (Thunder)  ...................  3 
2014 Areej Elmaazi (Thunder)  .......................  6 
2015 Natalie Leyland (Greensox)  .................  6 
2016 Michelle Collier (Lions)  ........................  9 
2017 Michelle Collier (Lions)  ........................  5 
2018 Charlotte Green (Greensox)  ................  5 
2019 Charlotte Green (Greensox)  ................  4 

Male 

2003  Pete Nightingale (Mavericks)  .............  17 
2004 Danny Gunn (Greensox)  ..................... 14 
2005 Danny Gunn (Greensox)  .....................  17 
2006 Pete Nightingale (Mutineers)  ..............  11 
2007 Pete Nightingale (Mavericks)  .............  15 
2008 Pete Nightingale (Mavericks)  .............  18 
2009 Pete Nightingale (Mavericks)  .............  19 
2010 Danny Gunn (Greensox)  .....................  15 
2011 Paul Kidley (Greensox)  ......................  14 
2012 Pete Nightingale (Mavericks)  .............  10 
2013 Danny Gunn (Greensox)  .....................  15 
2014 Danny Gunn (Greensox)  .....................  15 
2015 Danny Gunn (Greensox)  .....................  14 
2016 Tom Atkinson (Camels), Danny Gunn 

(Greensox)  .........................................  12 
2017 Anthony Reyes (Dodgers)  ................... 15 
2018 Joe Grantham (Mutineers), Benkei John-  

son (Lightning, Mutineers)  .................  12 
2019 Joe Grantham (Thunder)  .....................  15 
 
 



☑

☑ 

☑ 

☑ 


