
A  few issues 
were resolved 
in Division 3 as 
both  Tigers 

and Bandidos reached 
unassailable points totals 
with two games to go, 
including a final-day title-
decider between the pair 
(whatever this week’s 
results). Tigers had a 
reasonably comfortable 
time of it against the Colt 
45s, for whom defeat 
spells relegation to Divi-
sion 4. The Colts were 
hanging on to the Tigers’ 
tails until a 5th inning 11-
run blast put the game 
out of reach. But Bandi-
dos had a much tougher 
time of it, and with last-
minute guests drafted in 

Tigers and Bandidos promoted 
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to replace their  
pitcher, presumed 
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were trailing to Thun-
der III 13-14 at the 
bottom of the 5th. A 
shut-out and then four 
runs in the 6th gave 
them the opportunity to 
hold Thunder to two 
runs to avoid batting 
out the bottom of the 
7th. In the division’s 
other game, Freeze 
and Stingers had a 
right old ding-dong, 
with the wasps domi-
nating the opening 
three innings but then 
allowing a bat-around 
to hand Mossley the 
initiative. The last three 
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This week’s  
fixtures 

Division 1  

LIO @ THU - Postponed 

MAV 1L @ GRX 1L (F, PF) 
MKT 1W @ MHM 2L (7, HS) 
TDS 3W @ CAM 3W (8, MD) 

Division 2 
BAT 1L @ CM2 2W (E) 
SHA 2W v SPE 2W (B) 
TH2 2L @ MRD 3L (C, AG) 
TTN 1W @ HAC 1L (D, DD) 

Division 3 
COL 4L @ FRZ 1L (6, PF) 
STG 1W @ BND 6W (7, AR) 

TIG 1W @ TH3 1L (8,MG) 
Division 4 
ENF 3W @ RAI 4L (3, AG) 
RIP 1W @ SCR 1L (4, FF) 
SWI 2L @ SGL 1L (2, PN) 
TH4 1W @ TGG 1W (1, SS) 

Thurs: ENF @ RIP (7, HS) 

innings were tight as 
you like, but Stingers 
had home advantage, 
and got the four runs 
needed in the bottom of 
the 7th. 

In Division 4 there were 
rare-ish wins for the 
two “bottom” teams 
(not counting the rook-
ies). Enforcers sur-
prised the league-
leading Seagulls, tak-
ing the lead from the 
start and rounding off a 
“slaughter” with an 11-
run 6th inning. The 
gulls still have a 2-
game cushion in this 
league where strangely 
everyone except Thun-

► Continued on page 2 

“H ey 

there softballers! Can 
I please remind eve-
rybody that all mem-
bers of the Exec do 
our jobs on the com-
mitte voluntarily and 
at times our own sala-
ried jobs take prece-
dence? We do try to 

communicate as 
quickly as possible 
but sometimes this is 
not as quick as you 
might hope. This sea-
son has caused a few 
problems but only 
lately have we had 
difficult decisions to 
make. We hope to fin-
ish the season with all 
games played with 
the help of you all.” 

A message from the League Head 

Paul Fagan  
(League Head) 



der IV has had a league point 
deducted one way or another, 
and still look favourites for the 
shield. Meanwhile Rippers 
ripped into the newby Raiders 
with a 19-run opening inning 
but the Raiders surprised them 
nearly halving the deficit in 
reply. With the result less im-
portant than the enjoyment for 
both teams, the run-scoring 
settled to more proportionate 
levels but the deficit was still 
enough to call a halt after six 
innings. The other newby 
Screwballs, fresh from their 
first ever win, were not quite 
“slaughtered” by the Tiggers, 
who restricted them to three 
runs in a 17-3 win. Thunder IV 
beat Swingers by almost the 
same score, and with only a 
deducted point between them, 
this week’s Thunder-Tiggers 
game could decide the second 
promotion slot. 

On Wednesday there was 
again thunder in the air in the 
afternoon, but thankfully little 
sign of it in the evening. How-
ever, like last week the heav-
ens opened, and how! No one 
likes playing in that kind of 
weather, but true to our Man-
cunian spirit, we did! Except 
Thunder and the Travelling 
Dodgers that is, whose game 

Tigers and Bandidos promoted 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Week beginning August 9 (Leo)  

Monday Nicola Jones (Colt 45s) 

Tuesday Esme Millyard 
(Swingers), Lorraine Wetton 
(Rippers) 

Wednesday Rachael Shkurko 
(Travelling Dodgers), Melba 
Woodcock (Rippers) 

Thursday  Atiyah Malik (Colt 
45s) 

Friday Andrea Dee (Greensox), 
Jake Kelly (Raiders), Hannah 
Wint (Stingers)  

Saturday Elliot Boydell 
(Thunder IV), Thomas Ghekiere 
(Tiggers) 

Sunday Eleanor Harris 
(Screwballs) 

Birthdays 

ers all the way until they con-
ceded ten in the top of the 6th, 
and a further six in the 7th, to 
lose by five. Thunder II led off 
with a bat-around against the 
Sharks, but were 20-9 down 
when they repeated the trick 
four innings later. But it was not 
enough to knock the big fish off 
their path to Division 1. Maraud-
ers and Camels II represent the 
only change of position in the 
standings in all four divisions, 
Camels having scored 16 run in 
a palindromic sequence 3-5-0-0-
5-3 to Marauders’ 10. There 
were two round-trips for the Ma-
rauders’ new recruit whose fail-
ure however to sign the COVID 
opt-in form unfortunately has 
cost the team a league point. 
And Titans fairly comfortably 
held off the Bats, leading 13-3 
until Didsbury had a decent 5th 
inning to reduce the deficit by 
half. But the Titans immediately 
responded with nine runs, leav-
ing the Didsbury outfit with an 
uphill struggle not facilitated by 
the torrential rain. 

was postponed due to a COVID 
outbreak at the weekend’s tour-
nament causing half the Thunder 
team to self-isolate. There was 
no change in the standings as 
Camels beat Mavericks 11-8, 
only their second win in 20 at-
tempts, and a result that keeps 
the Mavs firmly in the bottom 
half of the table, just below May-
hem with an identical record but 
24-25 on head-to-head aggre-
gate scores. Mayhem lost to the 
Lions after making a decent 
start with in particular a six-run 
3rd inning. But Lions, who man-
aged just one game all last 
month, responded in kind, and 
took an eight-run lead which 
they defended with shutouts un-
til the final inning, when 
Mossley’s two runs barely made 
an impression. The two bottom 
teams faced off in a game which 
was fairly close for four innings, 
but then the Meerkats pulled 
away and secured only their sec-
ond win of the season. With one 
win each in the head-to-heads, 
Jammy Dodgers edge it with a 
33-29 aggregate, but both look 
like going down. 

Division 2 saw a high-scoring 
game between two of the 
league’s founder members, with 
two grand slam homers, one for 
each side, and a total of 57 runs. 
Hackers, who are 8th and facing 
a swift return to Division 3, were 
leading the 2nd-placed Speed-



Last Wednesday saw two out of 
seven games without an umpire, 
which would have been four out 
of eight but for one postpone-
ment, and two players agreeing 
to blu their own team’s game 
instead of playing. That would 
have been the lowest percent-
age for a long time. The ab-
sences were due to a combina-
tion of lack of availability which 
is understandable, coupled 
with—arguably less excusable—
umpires becoming unavailable 
as they were enticed by the 
“better” offer of a game as a 
guest. The Umpire-in-Chief is 
like a team captain, trying to get 
the required number of people 
every week: so a promise to um-
pire should be like a promise to 
play, a commitment which you 
back out of only for unavoidable 
reasons. 

Our league is admired up and 
down the country, but as we ap-
proach our 30th anniversary, we 
still haven’t sorted out this issue. 
Other leagues have various ways 
of ensuring they have enough 

MSL’s umpire shortage—time to act? 

Win conserved 

Swingers 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 3 
Thunder IV 5 0 1 5 3 2 x 16 
Pitch 7, Umpire Mike Goff 
SWINGERS Claire Richards (3B), Alex 
Hartley (P), Em Park (2B), Ben Leeks (SS), 
Esme Millyard (C), Sam Humphries (CL), 
Molly van Koutrik (LF), Sam Webb (1B), 
Win Ho (RF), Kieran Heaven (CR) 
THUNDR IV Mat Tanner (3B), Fran Leyton 
(2B), Phil Kirby (SS), Bryony James (1B), 
Antoon Lemmers (CL; Sub Johan Lem-
mers), Amy Somers (C), Tim Roberts (P), 
George Pugh (RF), Elliot Boydell (CR), 
Emma Beall  (LF) 
HR: Kirby 

Match reports 
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Thunder IV made a statement 
of intent in the first inning with 
an excellent fielding display. 
Elliot Boydell was the standout, 
hauling in two outfield catches 
to earn the MVP stripes. The 
rumblers followed up with 
some disciplined batting, 
quickly having pitcher Alex 
Hartley in a jam and tallying 
five to take control of the 
game. Top notch defence con-
tinued through the remaining 
innings and Fran Leyton’s work 
at 2nd impressed the MVP 
judges. The miserly fielding, 
coupled with the Swingers liv-
ing up to their name at the 
plate, produced five scoreless 

umpires, often requiring teams 
to provide umpires in return for 
league points. The term “self-
umpiring” is not even under-
stood, much less 
practised, outside of 
Manchester.  

With an odd number 
of teams in a division, 
the solution to the 
umpiring shortage is 
clear: each resting 
team should be 
obliged to provide 
two or three umpires, 
and should be 
awarded a league 
point for doing so. 
This is what is done in 
other leagues around 
the country. The umpire does 
not have to be rostered to the 
resting team: they are merely 
responsible for providing um-
pires from somewhere. 

Some may take issue with the 
idea of non-qualified one-off 
umpires. One league in this 
country requires each team to 
have a qualified umpire on its 

innings and made for a hurler’s 
dream in terms of pitch count. 

Solid if not spectacular batting 
extended the fours’ lead but it 
was in another critical aspect 
of softball success where they 
showed progress: base-
running. Not all can follow the 
cheeky example of Phil ‘the 
ferret’ Kirby in turning a single 
into a sneaky circuit but others 
are learning. Emma ‘whealls’ 
Bealls, George ‘2-base’ Pugh 
and Amy ‘burning’ Somers all 
took extra bags ‘on the throw’. 
No slouches at getting to the 

► Continued on page 4 

roster. But qualification is not 
really the issue. Anyone who 
has played softball for a few 
years knows the basic rules 

which are 90% of an um-
pire’s job: calling balls 
and strikes, judging run-
ners safe or out. An un-
qualified umpire’s strike 
zone may be dodgy, but 
at least it will be the 
same for both teams. 
The really esoteric rule 
situations happen once 
in a blue moon, and if an 
unqualified blu isn’t 
sure, you would think in 
our friendly league that 
the two teams would 
come to some agree-
ment about the ruling. 

Umpire coverage on a Tuesday 
is almost 100%, and on 
Wednesdays has been improv-
ing, but can still suffer the oc-
casional major blip, like last 
week. Isn’t it time we did 
something about it? 

Your views are most welcome. 



pub for the early pint either.                              
                  Two-out Tim 

MVPs Park, Webb (SWI), Leyton, 
Boydell (TH4) 

Enforcers in slaughter 
surprise 

Seagulls 1 5 0 5 1  3 15 
Enforcers 3 5 8 3 0 11 30 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Simon Sharp 
SEAGULLS Chris Radford (SS), Gina 
Amos (3B), Toby Oliver (1B), Laura How-
arth (CL), Alex Wardle (CR), Cindy 
Chong (C), Carl Emsley (LF), Sarah Da-
vies (2B), Jai Bhagdev (P), Jen Douglas 
(CM2)(RF) 
ENFORCERS Elaina Gray (1B), Simon 
Grainger (3B), Hayley Gradwell (RF), 
Bryn Davies (CL), Cassie Gradwell (LF), 
Mike Davies (P), Rhianon Flame (C), 
Dave Dean (SS), Dannii Young (2B), 
Andy Whatmore (CR) 
HRs: B Davies, C Gradwell 
Although the Enforcers had 
beaten the Seagulls team twice 
in the Manchester Tournament, 
they were well aware that the 
line-up for this league game 
could be significantly different. 
Indeed, the law-and-order crew 
introduced significant changes 
of their own , bringing two girl 
outfielders into the infield, 
Elaina Gray at 1st and Dannii 
Young at 2nd. Captain Mike Da-
vies was a little trepid with this 
change against a team who had 
mercied them earlier in the sea-
son. Such doubts were swiftly 
dispelled however, with excel-
lent performances from both 
girls in these new positions, 
Young actually getting a much 
deserved MVP as a result. 

Steady batting from the Enforc-
ers kept them ahead throughout 
the game up to the bottom of the 
6th where 11 runs took them to 
the magic 15-run advantage to 

Match reports (Continued from 
page 3) 

end with a 30-15 score-line. 
Every Enforcer contributed with 
some good base hitting and just 
two homers, including one from 
Cassie Gradwell for only her 
second of the season, taking her 
to within one of wife Hayley in 
the home run trophy. Also, a 
more predictable homer for 
male MVP Bryn Davies who con-
tributed nine RBIs in the game. 
Special mention too to Simon 
Grainger for his aggressive and 
skilful base running which took 
him across home plate seven 
times.  

Some solid catching in the 
deep, notably by Cassie Grad-
well who caught a huge flyball 
from the Gulls’ big hitter Carl 
Emsley, prevented any homers 
for the seasiders and together 
with some very competent 
aforementioned infield plays 
from Elaina Gray and Young, 
the cops kept the advantage. 

After a steep learning curve for 
most of the season, the Enforc-
ers have hit a winning streak 
over the past three weeks, as 
their rookies have started to 
find their mojo with both the bat 
and the glove. Mike Davies 

MVPs S Davies, Emsley (SGL), 
Young, B Davies (ENF) 

Rippers respect rookie 
Raiders 

Raiders  1  8 3 0 2 0 14 
Rippers 19 3 0 1 3 3 29 
Pitch 4, Umpire Ian Caird 
RAIDERS Jake Kelly (SS), Nat Wood 
(3B; Sub Eliza Thomson-Allsop), Salman 
Rukhsar (2B), Claire Simcox (LF), Milan 
Nechvatal (CL), Abbie de Zwart (C), Mi-
chael Cobourn (CR), Jessica Ronchetti 
(1B), Arthur Hung (SGL)(P), Rachel Log-
genberg (RF) 
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RIPPERS Al Bruce (P), Mandy Ashton 
(1B), Ant Henderson (3B), Jolly Nuttall 
(LF), Matt Langford (CL), Bernie Wood-
cock (RF), Stéphane Karayannis (SS), 
Katie Rider (2B), Scott Humphrey (CR), 
Tash Wicikowski (C) 
HRs: Bruce 2 (1GS), Henderson 
Rippers and Raiders played a 
fantastic and sporting game last 
Tuesday. Having smashed 19 
runs in the first inning to essen-
tially seal the victory, Rippers 
eased off a little to give Raiders 
a better feel for playing in a  
competitive game. Bruce’s 
pitching was luckily on point 
for once, Mandy Ashton was 
solid on 1st although didn’t see 
much action early on, and Ant 
Henderson took a few outs at 
3rd including what can only be 
described as a ballet leap onto 
the bag. Jolly Nuttall saw a bit 
of action in left field but nothing 
got past her and she had the 
ever-so versatile Matt Langford 
backing her up, splendid 
(again) in the outfield. Bernie 
Woodcock didn’t see much ac-
tion in right field and was 
probably a bit bored but then 
came on 2nd base and got a 
nice out, safe in her mitt. She 
also told me off for getting 
caught (sorry Bernie). Stéphane 
Karayannis was our most sport-
ing player, his fumbles giving 
the Raiders a fighting chance: 
well played that man. Katie 
Rider was as dependable as 
ever and was surprisingly ef-
fective when moved to short 
stop, so you guys vying for the 
SS position beware, the Rider 
has you in her sights! Scott 
Humphrey hit well and played 
a solid CR and Tash Wicikowski 
was an excellent catcher. Eve-
ryone hit pretty well, especially 
our girls and all in all it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable game 
(plus we got points so that’s a 
bonus).  

As an aside, I went to the pub 
and had a drink with the Raid-
ers and they were buzzing: they 
really enjoyed the game, more 



COVID postponements and opt-in 
failures 

opt-in. But this is incorrect. The 
opt-in includes a declaration by 
the player that they understand 
the risk involved in playing and 
affirm their own uninfected 
status. It should therefore be 
“signed” by that player, not 
filled in on their behalf. Two 
other opt-ins were this week 
rejected as they were evidently 
not done by the players in-
volved: the information given 
was incomplete (including a 
player’s name spelled wrong) 
and emails sent to the ad-
dresses given bounced. 

Correction 

Our rookies coach John Reeves 
was variously misnamed as John 
Leech and John Reese last week. 
Apologies . 

A Thunder player, Luis Arrevil-
lagas, tested positive for 
COVID following the Manches-
ter tournament (July 31/August 
1) leading to both last week’s 
and this week’s games involv-
ing Thunder being postponed, 
as several of the team are self-
isolating. The postponements 
only add to fixture backlog 
headache troubling Fixtures 
Secretary Martine Knight, 
though there is good news on 
that front with some pitch avail-
ability having been secured at 
Parrs Wood for various Mon-
day and Thursday dates in Au-
gust. 

Returning to the issue of 
COVID, a team last week un-
fortunately fielded a player 
who had not yet signed up for 
the COVID opt-in, and have 
therefore suffered a one-point 
penalty. The captain apolo-
gised, thinking it was his re-
sponsibility to complete the 

so than their previous games as 
they really felt like they were 
improving and playing well. 
That’s what it’s all about. We go 
home happy and they go home 
buzzing as they see improve-
ment and know there are really 
nice teams in this league. Eve-
ryone’s a winner.             Bruce  
MVPs Ronchetti, Nechvatal (RAI), 
Bruce, Wicikowski (RIP) 

Thunder make Bandi-
dos sweat 

Thunder III 0 0 5 6 3 0 2 16 
Bandidos 6 1 4 2 0 4 x 17 
Pitch 2, Umpire Fliss Fagan 
THUNDER III Ellie Sams (RF), Lewis Le 
Fevre (SS), Lauren Pritchard Greer (EP), 
Richard Sarver (P), Luna Sánchez Pala-
cio (1B), Dean Cull (2B), Laura Somers 
(3B), Joe Wright (CR), Farrah Bennett 
(C), Dilan Bastiampillai (EP), Angie 
Thompson (LF), Luis Leonardo León 
(CL) 
HR: León 
BANDIDOS AB R H BBRBI 
  SAC 
Adam Morrison (CL) 3 3 1 1 1 
Janine Hickie (1B) 4 3 4 0 0 
Liam Morrison (CL) 3 2 2 1 2 
Kate Davidson (LF) 4 0 0 0 0 
Jason Kneen (2B) 4 3 3 0 7 
Chloë Llewellyn (SS) 4 2 3 0 0 
Nacho Sánchez (3B) 4 2 2 0 0 
Carol Ann Costello (C) 2 1 1 1 2 
Ross Maskell (LIO)(P) 3 1 1 0 2 
Zoe Le Roux (MHM)(RF) 2 0 0 1 1 
HRs: A Morrison, Kneen 2 
Bandidos faced their former 
selves as Thunder III, formerly 
known as the Hurricanes, 
looked to stop their advance to 
the Wednesday leagues. Lead-
ing batter Jason Kneen was 
making a welcome and slightly 
unpredicted return from injury, 
but with the clock ticking round 
and past 7 pm there was no sign 
of our pitcher, who we assume 
was fighting a fire somewhere in 
Greater Manchester. Luckily 
another Ross (Maskell) was 
hanging around at a loose end, 

so we drafted him in. At 7-0 af-
ter two innings it was looking 
like we would pick up where 
we left off on our super Satur-
day, but then Thunder started 
hitting and scoring, a rally 
spurred on no doubt by a ri-
diculous dash for 3rd by Ragin’ 
Cajun who would have been 
out by a mile if our freshman 
3rd-baser had realised it was a 
tag play! Suddenly it was 11-11 
and two half-innings later we 
were 3-up 3-down and trailing 
14-13. In decidedly unfamiliar 
territory, Bandidos banded to-
gether, Kate Davidson (with a 
D) took a monster catch in left 
field (we’ll forgive the dancing 
and celebrating while runners 
continued to run), Adam Morri-
son got a solo homer and then 

Kneen marked his come-back 
with a game-changing 3-RBI 
dinger, and we were into the 
top of the 7th needing to hold 
them to three runs or fewer, 
with the comfort of home advan-
tage should it prove necessary 
… which it didn’t. Our other 
guest, Zoe Le Roux, had a per-
fect error-free game at right 
field (didn’t touch the ball 
once), but we thank her for it 
anyway. And as our promotion 
is secured we still have an im-
portant target: a third title in 
three attempts (if you include 
our year as Hurricanes). 

                               El Niño 
MVPs Bennett, Wright (TH3), Lle-
wellyn, Kneen (BND)  
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I t has been eight years since the Playoff 
Division (POD) was scrapped in 2013. 
For those who don’t remember it and 
how it worked, see the first box. For 

many teams it was seen as a huge loss. The 
standard between Division 1 and 2 teams is 
significant. The POD provided a buffer be-
tween Division 1 and Division 2 teams. A 
team could go up to Division 1, lose most of 
the first eight games and still be happy 
knowing they had half a season in a division 
where they had a chance to play and enjoy 
the game. Division 2 teams were spared the 
agony of seeing a team, having come down 
from Division 1, who would beat most of, if 
not all the other teams, winning the division 
comfortably. 

The second box shows the records of teams 
that have gone up and down each year since 
the abolition of the POD (based on records 
currently available online). Apart from inter-
vention, all the teams that have gone up 
came back down the following year. Many 
went back up again, only to come down 
again. Whether due to having played in 
soul-destroying games and losing players, 
or for other reasons, three teams have fallen 
by the wayside, in one form or another. This 
yoyo affect and the realisation that you have 
to play 15-odd games, many of which  will 
not be enjoyable, should be avoided. 

Currently there is only one team in Division 
2 that is happy and looking forward to mak-
ing it to Division 1. Another team has con-
firmed they are likely to lose players if they 
were to gain promotion. (The option to re-
fuse promotion was removed after Muti-
neers in 2015, having declined promotion, 
won the title the following year.) 

So I believe it is time for the POD to return 
and end the soul-destroying yoyo ride be-
tween Divison 1 and 2. Some teams will still 
yoyo in and out of the POD but over time 
they will either improve or players looking 
for sterner competition will move on. But 
they are less likely to fold. If a team is good 
enough to stay up they will avoid the split or 
return next year to try again. 

Eight-year record since POD abol-
ished.  
Yoyo teams are highlighted. 

2013 Mayhem and Bullfrogs promoted 

2014 Bullfrogs (0/17) and Mayhem (4/17) 
down; Meerkats  (15 wins from 16 games) and  
Mutineers (13/16) promoted. Mutineers declined 
promotion so Mayhem stayed up. 

2015 Meerkats (2/17) and Mayhem (4/17) 
down; Mutineers (11/15) and Camels (9/15) up.  

2016 Mutineers (0/17) and Camels (4/17) down; 
Meerkats (12/15) and Lightning (11/15) up.  

2017 Meerkats (1/14) down; Camels (13/15) 
and Mutineers (12/15) up; Lightning (2/14) of-
fered relegation reprieve to increase division 
size 

2018 Lightning (2/17) and Mutineers (4/17) 
down; Mayhem (12/15) and Mavericks II (11/15) 
up. 

2019 Mavericks II (4/17) down; Tigers (10/15) 
and Meerkats (10/15) up.  

2020 season abandoned. 

2021 Mavericks II could not form team;  Tigers 
split, with Travelling Dodgers, formed by some 
ex-Tigers, taking Tigers’ place. Predicted out-
come: Meerkats (currently 2/12) and Dodgers 
(2/12) down; Sharks (10/13) and Speeders 
(9½/14) up.           

Return of the POD? Jeremy Fothergill 

The Playoff Division—how did it work? 
Divisions 1 and 2, consisting of (typically) nine 
teams each, would play a single rotation after 
which the bottom three in Division 1 and the top 
three in Division 2 would be taken out of their re-
spective leagues to form an intermediary six-team 
division, playing two further rotations. Games 
against these six teams would count towards the 
standings in the leagues they had left, but for the 
six POD members, their games from the first rota-
tion did not count towards the standings, which 
started afresh. This was seen as one disadvantage 
of the system (half a season’s worth of games not 
counting towards the standings). 

At the end of the season, the top three rejoin Divi-
sion 1, the bottom three Division 2 and the cycle 
continues. 
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So as the sun begins to set on yet another great (albeit challenging) MSL season…  

just like all good events there comes .... 

 

 
So, the next exciting date for your  diary is  

 

7pm onwards  

(or after the Div 3 & 4 games finish for 
those playing) 

Venue: Didsbury Toc H Rugby Club  
Ford Lane M20 2RU 

(same venue as the Tournament “do”) 

 Food: Pizzas and Nachos  

 Drinks: of the alcoholic and non-
alcoholic variety 

 Competition: Fastest recorded 
throw 

 Music, cakes and of course… 

 Raffle - WHO DOESN'T LOVE A          
RAFFLE??!!! Especially with great 
prizes again such as:  

 Meals for two 
 Softball items 
 Beauty products 
 Booze  
 etc etc (More prizes ALWAYS 

needed so if you would like to do-
nate something please contact N-J)  

So come one and all as this is open to players from ALL divisions, Rookie 
sessions, Family & Friends … the more the merrier.  

  

Oh yes!  You didn't think we were going to 

let up on the Social Side, just when we are 
getting it going again did you???  

Oh No Siree - we've got you!!!!! 
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Manchester Tournament—more photos 

Batface 

“Duck” 

Photos: Mark Ferriss, All Sports Photog-
raphy 

See 
www.facebook.com/allsportsmanchester/ 
posts/ 681026456174724  

for many more fantastic photos Never two runs there 



BND Chloe Llewellyn (SS), Jason Kneen (CR) 
BAT Suzanne Donovan (RF), Alex Bates (SS) 
CAM Charlene Christofi (3B), Adam Hugill (CR) 
CM2 J. Douglas (2B), O. Potts (3B) 
COL Atiyah Malik (2B), Phil Cosgrove (SS) 
DOD Nicola Dyson (2B), Nigel Peters (P) 
ENF Dannii Young (2B), Bryn Davies (CL) 
FRZ Rachel Hyland (C), Chris Frost (P) 
GRX rested 
HAC Grace Mills (CL), Alex Mills (CR) 
LIO Jade Shaw (3B), Benkei Johnson (SS) 
MRD L. Lyon (3B), T. Cachia (CR) 
MAV Tanya Basu (RF), Adam Cole (P) 
MHM Zoe Le Roux (2B), Luis Carlino (SS) 
MKT Kate Barlow (3B), Matt Narain (P) 
RAI Jess Ronchetti (1B), Milan Nechvatal (CL) 
RIP Tasha (C), Bruce (P) 
SCR El Harris (LF), Artem Rastrepaev (SS) 
SGL Sarah Davies (2B), Carl Emsley (LF) 
SHA Sophie Temple (C), Stephen Shearer (P) 
SPE Emma Bennett (LF), Adam Faloona (CL) 
STG Chloe Patient (P), Kristian Stokwisz (LF) 
SWI  Emily Park (2B), Sam Webb (1B) 
TDS postponed 
THU postponed 
TH2 Ashley Swaby (C), Jon Taylor (3B) 
TH3 Farrah Bennett (C), Joe Wright (CL) 
TH4 Fran Leyton (2B), Elliot Boydell (CR) 
TIG Alyssa Jones (CL), Rich Thompson (3B) 
TGG Rachael Andrews (1B), Oli Sharpe (P) 
TTN Sooze Bennison (LF), Ben Wright (P) 

Last week’s MVPs 
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Softball terminology illustrated 

Blu corner: Know your (local) 
rules 
Here is a little-used rule with a local twist: what to 
do when a batter bats out of order, and what if that 
batter is a guest batting too high up the order? 

The normal rule for batting out of order depends 
on whether the batter has completed their turn at 
bat. If spotted while the batter is still at the plate, the 
batter is simply replaced by the correct batter, who 
assumes the incorrect batter’s ball-strike count. 
Once the batter gets on base however, the defence 
can then appeal and get an out. So it is in the de-
fence’s interest to allow the batter to complete their 
turn at bat before squealing. 

Our rules for a guest batting in the wrong position 
in the line-up, that is, not as low as possible while 
respecting the gender rules, are based on the 
above, but slightly different. 

As with batting out of order, if discovered during 
the plate appearance, the guest batter must ex-
change places with a batter lower in the line-up so 
as to conform to the rules: that batter continues the 
at-bat with the current ball-strike count. But if ap-
pealed while the guest batter is on base or after 
they have completed a plate appearance, then there 
is a choice: either they can be replaced with a legal 
substitute (that is, a rostered player), but not an-
other player already in the line-up, even if they 
have not yet batted, with no immediate penalty. We 
would like to think this option is unlikely to be avail-
able: why would you use a guest if you have a ros-
tered player available as sub? (Discuss!) The alter-
native is that an out is recorded, the guest becomes 
an ineligible batter, and the position in the line-up 
becomes an automatic out. Presumably the normal 
re-entry rules do not apply to an ineligible batter. 

Although ineligible to bat, if not substituted, the 
guest may continue to field… hopefully in an appro-
priate position!  

Next week sees the completion of some of the 
games interrupted and abandoned because of the 
weather the other week. Official softball rules re-
quire incomplete games to be restarted from 
scratch, but we have always had a policy of pick-
ing them up where they left off. That makes a lot 
of sense when three or four innings have been 
played, but where the game has barely started, it 
is more questionable. 

Our rules require teams to follow the same batting 
line-up, though of course unlimited substitutions 
can be made if players are not available. Where 
batters have not yet made a single plate appear-
ance, batting orders can of course be changed, 
for example to accommodate guests who weren’t 
in the original line-up. The Captain’s Handbook 
states that if a team started the original game with 
6&6 but is unable to field 12 players in the con-
tinuation game, they may, exceptionally, request 
permission to revert to 5&5 before the start of the 
game, omitting the two extra players from the 
line-up.   Solution: Strike zone 

Rules for incomplete games 
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Totals included incomplete games from July 27th 

Division 1 female 
3 – Natalie Leyland (TDS)  
2 – Sophie Addison (TDS), Nic Duerden (LIO), Katie 
Jessop (TDS)  
1 – Tanya Burton (GRX), Kim Hannessen (THU), 
Tanya Lochery (GRX), Linni Mitchell (MHM), Vic 
O’Farrell (GRX), Jade Shaw (LIO), Rachael Shkurko 
(TDS)   

Division 1 male  
9 – Paul Colton (DOD) 
7 – Dan Downes (TDS), Chris Fulton (LIO), Ross Mas-
kell (LIO) 
6 – Rory Gibson (MKT), Pete Nightingale* (MAV) 
5 – Mike Gaskell (TDS), Shane Sharp (TDS), Simon 
Sharp (MKT) 
4 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Adam Hugill (CAM), 
Benkei Johnson (LIO), Andy Lott (CAM), Tom Munro 
(MHM), Tom Russell (GRX) 
3 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), David Dyson (DOD), Joe 
Grantham* (THU),Laurence Pearmain (MAV), Mark 
Sanders (GRX), Ed Watkinson (LIO) 
2 – Nathan Barratt (MHM), Ian Blease (MAV), Craig 
Brookes (TDS), Luis Carlino (MHM), Jordan Colton 
(MHM), Lubomir Durisin (MAV), Josh Edwards 
(THU), Gareth Evans (CAM), Jeivo Gomez (DOD), 
Matt Green (CAM), Kris Hadwin (THU), Jonny Huck 
(TDS), Colin McKie (CAM),  Jack Scholes (GRX), Dar-
ren Shaw (MKT) 
1 – Luis Almeida (MHM), Matt Bell (TDS), Alfonso 
Carlino (MHM), Adam Cole (MAV),  Max Fagan 
(GRX), Anthnoy Garcia Reyes (MHM), Amilcar Go-
mez (MHM), Chris Gresty (MAV), Brad Hadwin 
(TDS), Simon Hepburn (DOD), Steve Howard (LIO), 
Lee Kendrick-Walker (LIO), Paul Kidley (GRX),  
Dave Leverton (THU), Luke Martin (TDS)   

Division 2 female  
4 – Becci Wadeson (TH2) 
1 – Suzanne Donovan (BAT), Su O’Brien (BAT), Bailey 
Saunders (MRD), Kate Winfield (TTN)  

Division 2 male  
14 – Adam Barnish*** (SPE), Adam Faloona* (SPE) 
9 – Alex Bates (BAT), Darren Corner* (HAC), Stevie 
Kidd (SHA) 
7 – Sam Baker (TTN), James Warren (TH2) 
5 – Mike Hulme* (SHA), Sean Rafter* (HAC) 
4 – Steve Bartlett (TH2), Daniel O’Brien (TTN), Sam 
Whatmore (MRD), James Wooderson (CM2) 
3 – Andrew Bogie (TH2), Jeremy Fothergill (SPE), 
Rich Jameson (SHA), Ollie Potts (CM2) 
2 – Tony Cachia (MRD), Carlos dos Ramos (BAT), 
Richard Goar (MRD), Duncan Jones (MRD), Craig 
Lawson (CM2), Ian Mills (HAC), Nick Money (SPE), 
Luke Nelson (TTN), Jonny Reuben (SPE), Stephen 
Shearer (SHA), Jon Taylor (TH2), Jordan Wilcock 
(MRD) 

Home runs 
1 – Luke Bastin (TH2), Harry Bell (HAC), Alex Claridge-
Ingham (SPE), Dan Hocking (TTN),  Chris Lennon (SPE), 
Joe Mills (HAC), Leo Pearn (CM2), Benji Pearce (TH2), 
Richard Taylor (TTN),  Chris Thompson (MRD), Igor van 
Orel Bronte (MRD), Ben Wright (TTN), James Wright 
(SHA)    

Division 3 female  
4 – Chloë Llewellyn (BND) 
3 – Tereza Kokocińska (TIG) 
2 – Alyssa Jones (TIG), Atiyah Malik (COL) 
1 – Lauren Birch (BND), Janine Hickey (BND), Martine 
Knight* (FRZ), Nikki Pugh (COL), Holly Smith (TIG), Ma-
lyn Wainwright (FRZ), Hannah Wint (STG)    

Division 3 male 
13 – Ross Birch* (BND) 
12 – Richard Sarver (TH3) 
11 – Darren Bamford (FRZ), Mike Mia (FRZ), James 
Wright (TIG) 
10 – Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3), Jason Kneen (BND), 
Mario Rueda* (COL) 
8 – Ed Covington* (TIG), Liam Morrison* (BND), Pete 
O’Hare* (BND) 
7 – Phil Cosgrove (COL) 
5 – Richard Thompson (TIG) 
4 – Anthony Garcia Reyes (FRZ), Tadgh Tobin (COL) 
3 – Chris Frost* (FRZ), Adam Hoysted (STG), Adam Mor-
rison (BND), Nacho Sánchez (BND), Kris Stokwisz (STG), 
Ed Woodcock (TH3), Jono Wrigley** (FRZ) 
2 – Charlie Hughes (TH3),  Josh Normie* (STG), Nick 
Simms (STG) 
1 – Steve Beddows (TIG), Tomm Childs (TH3), Dave 
Dean (COL), Richard Fox (STG), Lewis le Fevre (TH3), 
Leo León (TH3), Lee McCarthy (COL), Simon Ronksley* 
(COL),  Jamie Saul (COL), Lee Scambler (STG)    

Division 4 female  

3 – Hayley Gradwell (ENF) 
2 – Cassie Gradwell (ENF) 
1 – Mandy Ashton (RIP), Abbey Follansbee (TGG), Bry-
ony James (TH4), Em Park (SWI), Lisa Williams (ENF) 

Division 4 male  
13 – Ben Leeks** (SWI) 
12 – Bryn Davies* (ENF) 
11 – Carl Emsley* (SGL) 
7 – Phil Kirby (TH4), Johan Lemmers (TH4), Ollie Sharp 
(TGG) 
6 – Mike Davies* (ENF), Sam Humphries (SWI), Joe 
Regan* (SWI) 
4 – Mike Connolly (SGL), Matt Langford (RIP), Antoon 
Lemmers* (TH4), Matt Lyons (TGG) 
3 – Jai Bhagdev (SGL), Al Bruce* (RIP), Anthony Hender-
son (RIP), Scott Humphrey (RIP), Chris Radford (SGL), 
Alex Wardle (SGL) 
2 – Courtney Button (TGG), Dave Grice* (SGL), Arthur 
Hung (SGL), Carlos Lee (RIP), Mat Tanner (TH4), Conor 
Wilcock (RIP) 
1 – Naveed Ahmed (SCR), Scott Barton (RIP), Peter 
Gordon (SWI), Simon Grainger (ENF), Kieran Heavan 
(SWI), Stéphane Karayannis (RIP), Conor O’Sullivan 
(TGG), Harry Schulte (TGG), James Tanner (SGL)    

* grand slam 



Division 1 
The second rotation continues with 
the return fixtures from week 8, 
June 16th.  

Camels @ Lions (7, PF) Lions 
won 24-19 after extra innings, 
taking their all-time lead to 18-
2. 

Greensox @ Travelling 
Dodgers (F, MG) TDs won 16-
12 in their first ever meeting 

Mayhem @ Jammy Dodgers 
(8, AR) Mayem won 14-12 to 
make it 3-6 in all meetings. 

Thunder @ Meerkats (6, AG) 
Meeting for the fifth time, 
Thunder won 19-12 to make it 
five out of five. 

Mavericks rest  

Division 2 
Next week will see the completion 
of games abandoned due to light-
ning on July 28th. 

Bats @ Thunder II (D, MD) 
Thunder are 2-1 up in the bot-
tom of the 2nd inning, having 
won their first ever meeting 34
-9. 

Camels II @ Titans (B, AS) 
Camels are leading 7-2 in the 
top of the 2nd. Camels also 
won their first ever meeting 
back in June, 20-7. 

Sharks @ Hackers (C, HS) 
Sharks are leading 3-2 at the 
top of the 2nd. They won their 
first ever meeting 20-6. 

Speeders v Marauders (if ap-
plicable; no home team, E) 
Their game was completed 
despite the weather: Speeders 
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Next week’s fixtures 

Guest appearances 

won 22-11 to lead in all games 
10-7 with one tie. This game 
depends on Marauders finish-
ing in the top half. 

Division 3 
The final round of fixtures 

Freeze @ Thunder III (3, LA) 
Last meeting 11 May, Freeze 
won 10-9. Thunder were 8-0 
down after four, but came back 
to 9-9 going into the bottom of 
the 7th. Thunder lead 6-2 in all 
official games (7-3 including 
last year’s two meetings). 

Stingers @ Colt 45s (2, SS) 
Last meeting Stingers won 11-
10, home advantage proving 
the crucial factor in the tightest 
of games. This will be their 
third meeting, with one win 
each. 

Tigers @ Bandidos (1, AG) 
Last meeting 8 June, Tigers 
won an exciting see-saw game 
19-18, their second win in 
three meetings. This title de-
cider will be a fitting end to an 
excellent season for both 
teams. 

Division 4 
The penultimate round of fixtures 

Screwballs @ Seagulls (6, IC) 
First ever meeting. 

Swingers @ Enforcers (8, 
MG) Only previous meeting 6 
July, Swingers won 10-9. 

Thunder IV @ Raiders (4, FF) 
First ever meeting. 

Tiggers @ Rippers (7, PF) 
Only previous meeting, 8 June, 
Tiggers won 14-11. 

Freeze 3 0 3 7 2 2 2 19 
Stingers 3 5 2 1 2 3 4 20 
Pitch 1, Umpire Adam Roberts 
HRs: FRZ Mike Mia 2, Darren Bamford 2; 
STG Ashley Swaby (TH2), Kristian Stok-
wisz 2 
 
Thunder III 0 0 5 6 3 0 2 16 
Bandidos 6 1 4 2 0 4 x 17 
Pitch 2, Umpire Fliss Fagan 
HRs: TH3 Leo León; BND Adam Morrison, 
Jason Kneen 2 
 

Division 4 
Raiders  1  8 3 0 2 0 14 
Rippers 19 3 0 1 3 3 29 
Pitch 4, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: RIP Bruce 2 (1GS), Ant Henderson 
 
Screwballs 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 
Tiggers 2 4 0 3 6 2 x 17 
Pitch 8, Umpire Paul Fagan 
 
Seagulls 1 5 0 5 1  3 15 
Enforcers 3 5 8 3 0 11 30 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Simon Sharp 
HRs: ENF Bryn Davies, Cassie Gradwell 
 
Swingers 0 1 0 0 2 1 0 3 
Thunder IV 5 0 1 5 3 2 x 16 
Pitch 7, Umpire Mike Goff 
HR: TH4 Phil Kirby 

Results (Continued from page 12) 

UP (1st time unless noted) 

Bryn Davies (ENF) for Meerkats 
Dave Dean (ENF) for Bats 
Dan Downes (TDS) for Titans 
Jo Griffin (TH2) for Lions 
Arthur Hung (SGL) for Bats  (6th) 
Alyssa Jones (TIG) for Dodgers (4th) 
Chris Newall (ENF) for Marauders 
Richard Sarver (TH3) for Thunder II 

DOWN/SAME 
Sophie Addison (TDS) for Camels II 
Jen Douglas (CM2) for Seagulls 
Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) for Tigers 
Joe Grantham (THU) for Colt 45s 
Jo Griffin (TH2) for Colt 45s 
Arthur Hung (SGL) for Raiders 
Zoe Le Roux (MHM) for Bandidos 
Tanya Lockery (GRX) for Dodgers 
Ross Maskell (LIO) for Bandidos 
Kate Shearer (SHA) for Tiggers 
Ashley Swaby (TH2) for Stingers 

Transfers 

Anthony Garcia Reyes, Freeze to 
Mayhem 
Hannah Ebbitt, Enforcers to 
Jammy Dodgers 



Results and Standings  

Division 1 
Camels 4 0 1 0 1 2 3 11 
Mavericks 3 0 0 1 0 4 0 8 
Pitch 8, Umpire Mike Goff 
HRs: MAV Pete Nightingale, Laurence 
Pearmain 
 
J Dodgers 5 0 2 2 0 1 0 10 
Meerkats 2 1 6 0 4 4 x 17 
Pitch F 
 
Mayhem 0 1 6 1 0 0 2 10 
Lions 3 1 3 7 0 0 x 14 
Pitch 6, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: MHM Luis Carlino, Anthony Garcia 
 
Thunder @ Travelling Dodgers 
Postponed due to COVID 
 

Division 2  
Marauders 0 1 4 0 3 1 1 10 
Camels II 3 5 0 0 3 5 x 16 
Pitch 3, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs: MRD Tony Cachia 2, Richard Goar; 
CM2 Ollie Potts, Craig Lawson 
 
Speeders 1 3 3 5 3 10 6 31 
Hackers 4 2 6 3 4  4  3 26 
Pitch C, Umpire Jeremy Fothergill 
HRs: SPE Alex Claridge-Ingham, Adam 
Faloona 3 (1GS), Jonny Reuben; HAC 
Harry Bell, Grace Mills, Sean Rafter 2 
(1GS) 
 
Thunder II 7  1  0 1 7 1 17 
Sharks 5 10 1 4 1 x 21 
Bad light, Pitch D, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: TH2 Benji Pearce; SHA Richard 
Jameson, Mike Hulme 
 
Titans 2 5 4 2 0 9 3 25 
Bats 2 0 1 0 5 3 0 11 
Pitch E, Umpire Harry Somers 
HRs: TTN Sam Baker, Ben Wright, Dan 
Downes (TDS); BAT Alex Bates 
 

Division 3 
Colt 45s 1 0 1 3  0  4 4 13 
Tigers 1 0 5 2 11 3 x 22 
Pitch 3, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: COL Atiyah Malik, Joe Grantham 
(THU); TIG Rich Thompson, Alyssa 
Jones, James Wright 2, Ed Covington, 
Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) 
 

► Continued on page 11 

Played August 3/4 Standings 
 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 
► Lions 11 9 0 2 0 220 151 .879 – 

► Thunder 11 8 0 3 0 159 132 .818 1 

► Greensox  11 7 0 4 0 167 132 .758 2 

► Trav Dodgers* 10 6 0 4 0 164 150 .733 2⅚  

► Mayhem 12 6 0 6 0 176 162 .667 3½ 

► Mavericks 12 6 0 6 0 166 168 .667 3½ 

► Camels 11 5 0 6 0 163 166 .636 4 

► Jammy Dodgers 12 2 0 10 0 138 184 .444 7½ 

► Meerkats 12 2 0 10 0 169 277 .444 7½ 

* deducted 1 point for RTP breach 

Division 2  
► Sharks 13 10 0 3 0 268 156 .846 – 

► Speeders 14 9 1 4 0 297 257 .786 1 

► Thunder II 12 7 0 5 0 173 171 .722 2½ 

▲ Camels II 12 5 1 6 0 186 188 .639 4 

▼ Marauders * 13 6 0 7 0 181 197 .615 4⅓ 

► Titans 12 5 0 7 0 204 210 .611 4½ 

► Hackers 12 4 0 8 0 152 194 .556 5½ 

► Bats 12 3 0 9 0 152 240 .500 6½ 

Division 3 
► Tigers (P) 14 13 0 1 0 328 163 .952 – 

► Bandidos (P) 14 13 0 1 0 282 118 .952 – 

► Thunder III + 14 10 0 4 0 272 192 .786 3⅓ 

► Freeze 14 9 0 5 0 242 220 .762 4 

► Stingers 14 7 0 7 0 204 256 .667 6 

► Colt 45s + (R) 14 6 0 8 0 217 254 .595 7⅓ 

Tigers above Bandidos on head-to-head; + deducted 1 point for scoresheet error 

Division 4 
► Seagulls + 15 8 0 7 0 278 284 .689 – 

► Thunder IV 15 6 0 9 0 208 256 .600 1⅔ 

► Tiggers + 15 6 0 9 0 205 198 .578 2 

► Swingers 14 4 0 9 1 191 247 .500 3½ 

► Enforcers 14 4 0 9 1 213 275 .500 3½ 

► Rippers * 13 2 0 11 0 172 245 .436 5 

► Screwballs 4 1 0 3 0 33 80  (10⅔)

► Raiders 4 0 0 4 0 29 86  (11⅔)

+ deducted 1 point for scoresheet error; * deducted 1 point for RTP breach 

* deducted 1 point for RTP breach 


