
I t was a day of mixed 
emotions for the fast 
improving Travel-
ling Dodgers as 

they beat the reigning 
champion Greensox 
with a display of steady 
hitting and solid de-
fence, all this in the face 
of harassment by local 
scallies. Unfortunately, 
one of their players, 
playing for the first time 
this year, had failed to 
register on the COVID 
opt-in and, like the Rip-
pers earlier in the sea-
son, the TDs lose one 
league point for this 
breach. Strangely, the 
point loss does not affect 
their position in the 

Predators rule as Lions, Sharks and 
Tigers top the standings 
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standings—at least for 
the time being. The 
Greensox’ loss and the 
Mavs’ rest week meant 
that Lions and Thunder 
benefitted to go 1st and 
2nd: Lions looked com-
fortable with a 15-5 lead 
over Camels after three, 
but the bactrians fought 
back with a bat-around 
and three shut-out in-
nings, and went into the 
bottom of the 7th need-
ing one to tie, two to win. 
One they got and into 
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felines refound their 
mojo and batted round 
to score 7 to the Camels’ 
2, to win, and go top. 
Meerkats started well 
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This week’s  
fixtures 

Division 1  

CAM 5L @ MKT 3L (F, IC) 

GRX 1L @ LIO 6W (8, PFG) 

MAV 1L @ TDS 2W (6, MD) 

THU 1W @ DOD 1L (7, JC) 

Division 2 

BAT 6L @ MRD 3L (C, AG) 

CM2 2L @ SPE 1W (E, DD) 

SHA 2W @ TTN 4W (B, AS) 

TH2 2W @ HAC 1L (D, HS) 

Division 3/4 

BND 1W @ STG 1L (8, JC) 

COL 3W @ ENF 2L (3, PF) 

RIP 5L @ TH4 4L (4, MG) 

SWI 1W @ FRZ 2W (7, LA) 

TH3 4W @ TGG 1L (2, SS)  

TIG 8W @ SGL 1W (1, IC) 

against Thunder, but 
then the runs dried up 
as the rumblers caught 
up and passed their to-
tal to register a fairly 
comfortable win in the 
end. The division’s 
other game was a close 
affair with the Jammy 
Dodgers taking an 
early lead, but May-
hem recovering, and 
holding on to a slim 
lead in a tense finale. 

Division 2 is just a little 
bit more spread out 
than before, but still 
pretty tight. Maraud-
ers slipped from 1st to 
4th with a loss to the 

►Continued on page 2 

5000th game celebration  

A s readers may al-
ready know, the 

Speeders vs Bats game 
next week has been des-
ignated the league’s 
5000th game. It will start at 
7.30pm to allow anyone to 
watch the last inning or so. 

We have arranged a cele-
bration for after the games 
and we would love as many 
people as possible to come 
and enjoy themselves (let’s 
have a bit of fun, it’s been 
way too long). 

At Wythenshawe 
Sports Ground after 
the league games 
there will be a food 
truck (In The Dog 
Haus), Belgium Beer 
truck, cake sale, raffle 
(with some great prizes) 
and some tales of 
when/how the MSL began.   

There will also be com-
memorative embroidered 
badges (pictured) for sale 
to attach to T-shirts, 
shorts, kit bags etc to 

NJ Dyson (Socials Sec) 

mark the occa-
sion: they are 
£5 each, but if 
you order 10 
or more they 

are discounted 
to £4 each.  

It really is a milestone 
for the league and we 
are looking forward to 
celebrating it with all 
players from all divi-
sions, no matter how 
long you have been part 
of the league.  



Speeders, who smashed 12 in a 
mammoth 3rd inning, then saw 
the pirates getting closer and 
closer, but held out to win 21-18. 
Titans continued their impres-
sive climb up the standings (they 
were bottom after four games), 
batting around twice and only 
once allowing Camels II to 
score more than one. Sharks ex-
uded authority over the Hack-
ers, shutting them out com-
pletely after the 2nd inning, and 
going top with a 20-6 win. And 
Thunder II showed no mercy in 
battering the Bats with innings 
of 12 and 14 sandwiching more 
modest bouts. The three teams 
on 4-3 records have each beaten 
one of the others, so their plac-
ings are based on runs con-
ceded just in those head-to-
heads. 

D ivision 3/4 leaders Tigers 
maintained their 100% re-

cord in a come-from-behind win 
against the Stingers. A 2nd-
inning bat-around gave the 
wasps a 10-4 lead, and they 
were still on top until the bottom 
of the 6th when Tigers scored 

Predators rule (Continued from 
page 1) 
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From the archives 
Meanwhile, a “farce” which had 
resulted from very late cancella-
tion of games a few weeks earlier 
had led to a meeting with the 
staff then running USG and an 
agreement about protocols 
around cancellation (in particular 
a time by which a decision would 
be made) which are still in force. 
Interestingly, the discussions 
also included the suggestion that 
we use astro-turf mats for the bat-
ter’s boxes. See—nothing is new!  

Apart from match reports from all 
eight games the previous week,  
there was a report of the efforts 
of two Manchester Mets teams 
(kind of early representative 

On this date (22/23 June) …. 

Loads of interesting stuff in Vol.5 
issue 8 of the Review, 1999. The 
previous week, a match report in 
the form of a poem had suggested 
that certain players  could only 
enjoy themselves if they won and 
therefore, it was implied, took the 
game too seriously. Two replies 
took umbrage with this, in particu-
lar for singling out two players 
who had not even been involved 
in the game being reported, and 
suggesting that by devoting time 
and effort to improve your game 
you could thereby improve your 
enjoyment. 

five to go 
15-13 
ahead, a 
lead which 
they de-
fended in 
the top of 
the 7th to 
take the 
game 15-14. 
Their club-
mate Tig-
gers got off 
to a solid 8-
run start, 
but then the 
hits dried 
up  while the Colts caught up, 
and after five it was 11-11. The 
revolvers got the better of the 
final two innings, and won by 
the same 15-14 scoreline. En-
forcers introduced the fourth of 
their quadruplets (as reported 
in issue 5—see page 6) but 
trailed Thunder III from start 
to finish and lost 16-22. South-
port Seagulls refound their 
early-season form with a 5-
inning ‘mercy’ win against Rip-
pers. The game was tight for 
three innings, but at 8-8 the 
gulls batted round to take a 4-
run lead, then in the 5th went 
more than twice round the or-

der to almost 
double their 
total, win-
ning 31-15. 
Freeze took 
an early lead 
against 
Thunder IV, 
and consoli-
dated the 
win which 
included two 
grand-slam 
homers for 
Jono Wrigley 
(see box), 
the tenth 

time that feat has been 
achieved. Swingers gave Ban-
didos a scare, scoring 10 in the 
3rd inning to take the lead; but 
the fingiendo Mexicans rallied 
immediately and scored stead-
ily to beat a fast improving 
team. Immediately afterwards, 
Swingers were joined by 
Thunder IV for the completion 
of their stalled game from week 
1. The rumblers could make 
only the slightest dent in the 7-
run lead the oscillators had 
held for seven weeks, allowing 
them to record their ‘first’ ever 
win… or second, I’m not sure.  

teams) in a London tournament 
organized by MLB (some years 
later we got to host it in Man-
chester), and a plug for the forth-
coming Manchester tournament, 
“one of the best tournaments on 
the softball calendar”. The front 
page article described all the 
features of our home tourney, 
including mention of the notori-
ous BG Burners from Reading in 
previous years. Those of us who 
were there will never forget 
them, and those of you who 
weren’t will just have to wonder 
why we smile at the memory. All 
will be revealed (so to speak) 
next week.  

Freeze’s Jono Wrigley 
(pictured) became the 
ninth different player 
to hit two grand-slam 
homers in the same 
game. It’s the tenth 
time that’s happened: 
in 2016 Paul Colton, 
then playing for the 
Sharks, did it twice! 
And former league-head Dave Dean hit 
his pair (8 RBIs!) in the same inning for 
Barflies back in 2014, a remarkable 
achievement matched by Sam What-
more for Enforcers in May 2019. Well 
done all of you, but give a nod to the 
preceding batters for getting on base, 
and giving you the opportunity! 



It was a tough day at the office 
for the Tigers but after an early 
scare they shut down an im-
pressive Stingers team for the 
second half of the game and 
eventually claimed the win with 
an at-bat in hand. James Wright 
and Ed Covington were the 
OBP leaders, both batting 1.000 
(each 4 for 4). Covington and 
Alyssa Jones claimed  a home 
run each: including last week-
end she has now hit a home run 
in each of her last four games. 
In the field Glen Bridges was 
the star flashing the leather at 
3rd, Teresa Kokocińska  did a 
good job at 1st, Jeremy Fother-
gill pitched well, Covington 
made some nice plays at short 
stop, Jones took a good outfield 
catch, Emma Pritchard did a 
tidy job in right field and Caro-
line Drake got the out on a pop 
up at catcher.          Dave Ware-
ham 

We gave the Tigers an absolute 
scrap but alas, their Division 2 
experience won out tonight, 
and we lost 14-15 in six and a 
half. Good game though, and 
we will try and give Bandidos a 
good game next week too!                         
Chloe Patient 

MVPs Patient, Normie (STG), 
Bridges, Kokocińska (TIG) 

Pealers beat peelers 

Enforcers 1 1 4 2 6 2 0 16 
Thunder III 6 3 1 4 5 3 x 22 
Pitch 1 
ENFORCERS Lisa Williams (2B), Andy 
Whatmore (CR), Elaina Gray (RF), Bryn 
Davies (CL), Louisa Gray (C), Chris 
Newhall (SS), Cassie Gradwell (1B), 
Greg Howard (3B), Danni Young (LF), 
Simon Grainger (P), Sophia Gray (EP), 
Mike Davies (EP) 
HR: B Davies 
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Week beginning June 21st 
(mainly Cancer)  

Monday Nathan Barratt 
(Mayhem), Rebecca Crawford 
(Tiggers), Pete Nightingale 
(Mavericks) 

Tuesday Danny Gunn 
(Greensox) 

Wednesday Mandy Knight 
(Thunder III), Ellie Sams 
(Thunder III) 

Thursday  Mandy Ashton 
(Ripper), Ellie Buckley* 
(Mavericks), Stephen Kidd 
(Sharks), Benjamin Pearce* 
(Thunder II)    * same year 

Friday Kerry Ngang 

Birthdays 

THUNDER III Ellie Sams (LF), Lewis Le 
Fevre (2B), Laura Somers (CR), Rich 
Sarver (P), Farrah Bennett (C), Dilan 
Bastiamillai (SS), Angie Thompson (3B), 
Dean Cull (RF), Luna Sanchez Palacio 
(EP), Tomm Childs (CL), Lauren 
Pritchard Greer (3B), Marco Doria (EP) 
For an eighth game in a row, the 
law-and-order brigade de-
ployed a total rookie who had 
never stood on a softball field 
before. Welcome the fourth of 
the Enforcers quadruplets 
Sophia Gray! (See And then 
there were four..., page 6). 
Sophia works in the law-and-
order process in the Midlands 
so will only be available on rare 
occasions. Captain Mike Davies 
had his team set up nicely 6&6 
only to find out at 7pm that no 
umpire was turning up! With all 
his players present, Mike 
thought he had no worries and 
had left his phone in his car 
so hadn’t seen the late message 
from the UiC! Captain Mike had 
to combine being EP with  don-
ning his blue cape and become 
as impartial as possible for the 
duration of the game, even re-
versing one erroneous decision 
in Thunder III’s favour! OK, 
there might have been a few 
muttered bits of coaching for 
the rookies from the blu at cer-
tain points! 
Considering the disruption plus 
the inexperience of the Enforc-
ers team, the scores stayed sur-
prisingly close throughout the 
game after a 6-1 first inning ad-
vantage to Thunder III. 
The female rookies managed 
some consistent base hitting, 
putting some of the more ex-
perienced Enforcers to shame. 
Lack of knowledge of certain 
rules like stopping on a base 
once you’ve reached it and tag-
ging up on a caught ball con-
tributed to a couple of outs but 
that is a learning curve all soft-

► Continued on page 4 

Match reports 
Stingers push Tigers all 
the way 

Stingers 3 7 1 2 0 0 1 14 
Tigers 4 0 1 4 1 5 x 15 
Umpire Johnny Creelman, Pitch 7 
STINGERS Mark Fox (C), Michelle 
Fisher (1B), Taj Uddin (CL), Hannah Wint 
(2B), Nick Simms (3B), Conny Batho 
(LF), Josh Normie (SS), Chloe Patient 
(P), AJ Hoysted (CR), Amy Sykes (RF) 
HRs: Normie, Hoysted 
TIGERS Teresa Kokocińska (1B), Rob 
Lawrence (CR), Emma Pritchard (RF), 
Ed Covington (SS), Alyssa Jones (LF), 
James Wright (CL), Holly Smith (2B), 
Glen Bridges (3B), Caroline Drake (TGG) 
(C), Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) (P) 
HRs: Jones, Covington 
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ballers must travel!  
Simon Grainger put the previous 
week’s trauma behind him with 
more consistent pitching with 
only the odd walk dotted around 
his six innings. Captain Mike also 
gave two walks in his one in-
ning’s pitching thanks to the 
“impartial” umpiring of Simon 
who said he quite enjoyed it! NB 
Ian Caird! 
MVP Bryn Davies again hit the 
game’s only home run through 
right field and took five catches 
in the outfield! Lisa Williams, in 
her first full season once again 
got MVP for her excellent work 
on 2nd base.  
With the score 9-2 after the sec-
ond inning, and a “mercy” look-
ing likely, the rookie cop team 
avoided one and stayed within 
touching distance throughout to 
bat the full seven innings with a 
final score of 22-16, which might 
have been closer had the only 
BASU umpire present been free 
to  coach his rookies from the 
sidelines and concentrate on his 
own batting which was below 
rookie standard!       Mike Davies 

MVPs Williams, B Davies (ENF), 
Pritchard Greer, Le fever (TH3) 

Bandidos briefly         
battered but bounce 
back 

Bandidos 6 2  1  7 4 5 3 28 
Swingers 0 0 10 1 4 1 0 16 
Pitch 8, Umpire Simon Sharp 
BANDIDOS AB R H RBI BBSAC 
Adam Morrison (3B) 5 6 4 1 0 0 
Janine Hickey (LF) 4 2 4 2 0 1 
Ross Birch (P) 4 2 3 4 0 1 
Lisa Hine (C) 5 3 3 2 0 0 
Jason Kneen (CR) 4 4 4 3 1 0 
Lauren Birch (EP) 4 2 2 4 0 1 

Match reports (Continued from 
page 3) 

Liam Morrison (1B) 5 1 3 3 0 0 
Chloë Llewellyn (SS) 4 4 4 3 1 0 
Nacho Sánchez (CL) 3 1 2 4 1 0 
Kate Davidson (RF) 5 1 3 1 0 0 
Harry Somers (EP) 5 1 4 0 0 0 
Carol Ann Costello (RF) 4 1 0 1 1 0 
HR: Kneen 

SWINGERS Em Park (2B), Alex Hart-
ley (P), Claire Richards (3B), Joe 
Regan (CR), Esme Milyard (C), Ben 
Leek (SS), Win Ho (LF), Sam 
Humphries (CL), Rebecca Ebo 
(SHA)(RF), Ben Rocca (1B) 

The fast improving Swingers 
gave the Bandidos a scare with 
a 10-run inning to take the 
lead, but the amigos re-
grouped and put in a winning 
performance in spite of injuries 
spreading through the boys 
like a delta variant in a north-
west town. After captain and 
lead-off Adam Morrison flied 
out to  swinging left-fielder 
Sam ‘kamikazu’ Humphries, 
the first of several to do like-
wise, six batters progressed 
around the bases in ones and 
twos. The next two innings saw 
Bandidos scoring more mod-
estly, and in the bottom of the 
3rd fielding extremely mod-
estly. Bright sunshine blinding 
the 3B-SS-P defensive line 
played its part, but excellent 
hitting and aggressive base-
running from a team effectively 
in only their second year deliv-
ered a big wake-up call. Some-
thing like normal service re-
sumed in the 4th with 7 runs 
scored again with patient sin-
gles and doubles pushing the 
runners (or in some cases, 
hobblers) round, with 11 of the 
12 batters getting at least one 
RBI each. Big D got bigger or 
else the Swingers ran out of 
steam, and in the end the win-
ning margin was a comfortable 
12. Playing at short stop seems 
to suit the Welsh firebrand, 
while Nacho, still in his año de 
novato, were deserving MVPs. 

              El Niño 
MVPs Llewellyn, Sánchez (BND), 
Park, Humphries (SWI) 

Tiggers bounce but 
Colts shoot them down 

Tiggers 8 0 0 0 3 0 3 14 
Colt 45s 0 3 4 0 4 4 x 15 
Umpire Luis Arrevillagas, Pitch 3 

TIGGERS Ollie Sharpe (LF), Lynsey 
Taylor (EP), Matt Lyons (SS), Abbey 
Follansbee (CL), Harry Schulte (3B), 
Sandra Zlatinská (2B), Courtney But-
ton (CR), Rachael Andrews (1B), Aiden 
Peakman (EP), Becky Crawford (RF), 
Dave Wareham (P), Erin Osborne (C), 
Sub Conor O’Sullivan (for Button) 
HR: Lyons 

COLT 45S Tadgh Tobin (SS), Nicola 
Pugh (1B), Lee McCarthy (P), Pippa 
Pugh (RF), Jamie Saul (CL), Atiyah 
Malik (2B), Roger Pedley (LF), Nicola 
Jones (C), David Dean (3B), Rachel 
Jones (CR), Sub Mario Rueda (for 
Saul) 
HRs:  Rueda 2 

The Tiggers shot into an early 
lead in this game but couldn’t 
hold onto it as the Mario-
inspired Colt 45s came back to 
claim the win. 

Ollie Sharpe was the OBP 
leader, going 4 for 4 (1.000), 
while Lynsey Taylor and Ab-
bey Follansbee were the best 
of the rest, each batting .750. 
Matt Lyons was the only home 
run hero, hitting a 2-run dinger 
in the 4th. 

In the field Sandra Zlatinská 
did a good job on 2nd, high-
lighted by her fantastic full-
stretch catch of a line drive. 
Rachael Andrews put in an-
other promising performance 
at 1st and Dave Wareham man-
aged to avoid giving too many 
walks away despite being 
blinded by the sun whilst 
pitching.                                 DW 

MVPs Taylor, Sharpe (TGG), 
Jones, Rueda (COL) 
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Tournament report: Tigers at Leeds 

W e had a (mostly) up and 
(occasionally) down time 

at the Leeds tournament on a 
day that ended on a high with 
victory in a high-scoring Bronze 
final against our old rivals the 
Bobcats. 

We had a big squad which 
meant a great deal of inning and 
outing and swapping round in a 
(largely successful) attempt to 
give everyone an equal amount 
of playing time and a similar 
number of plate appearances 
over the day. It could have 
caused confusion and ill feeling 
but instead everyone mucked in 
and accepted their roles with 
good grace and had a great day 
in the sun. 

We’d started the day with a rou-
tine if slightly boring win 
against the inexperienced Arch-
ers team. Next up was a tough, 
and close, defeat to the Pyros 
where we had the tying run on 
3rd and the winning run on 
2nd when the final out was re-
corded, a catch of a long line 
drive that could have won us the 
game. 

After a long (two-hour) lunch 
break we were half asleep in a 
messy loss to the Dales in which 
the final score flattered us. We 
were back in the groove for our 
final group game, producing 
some good hitting to chalk up a 
convincing win against the Roy-
als. 

Our 2-2 record was enough to 
put us in both 7th place (of 14) 
and in the Bronze final against 
the Bobcats. This last game 
turned into a bit of a slug fest 
but we got ahead early and then 
had a big bottom of the 4th after 
the Bobcats briefly took the lead 
in the top of that inning. The 10 
runs we scored then gave us a 
large cushion and it was one 
that turned out to be just big 

enough as the Bobcats had a 
big inning of their own in the 
top of the 5th and final inning. 
Alyssa Jones was our stand-out 
player with a home run, a tri-
ple and a great outfield catch, 
which combined to win her the 
female MVP award in the final. 

Matt Lyons (10 for 11) led the 
male OBP standings with James 
Wright  (9 for 11) close behind. 
Jackie Ervin, also 9 for 11, 
topped the female chart with 
Alyssa (8 for 11) pushing her 
close. Home run queen was 
Alyssa with three. Best of the 
men was James with a pair 
whilst Harry Schulte, Matt and 
Rich claimed 1 apiece. 

In the field Ollie Sharpe and 
Dave Wareham both pitched 

well. Jackie and Teresa Kokociń-
ska  both played well on 
1st Matt did a good job at short 
and everyone mucked in mixing 
and matching as required to 
give everyone game time. 

Artificial batter’s boxes 
The Editor (who was also there) 
adds: An interesting feature of 
the tournament was the use of 
artificial turf batting boxes, as 
seen in the picture below. Bat-
ters found them a bit spongy 
(possibly due to the grass un-
derneath) but the main problem 
was that, because they were 
only loosely pinned down, slid-
ing into home had to be out-
lawed, which of course would 
not be acceptable on a perma-
nent basis. Interesting idea 
though. 

Text & photos:  
Dave Wareham 



A s first reported in BL 27.5, Enforcers have recruited a set of 
quadruplets to their ever-growing roster. But the fourth Gray 

sister was missing a month ago: she has now joined the team. All 
four have not yet played at the same time, though this may happen 
at Manchester Main. The pic below is photoshopped from two 
separate pics taken (coincidentally, says Mike Davies) in the same 
location. I am happy to admit this because I’ve done such a good 
job of it! 

New balls 
please? 

Softball terminology illustrated 

Solution: Run-ahead rule 

And then there were four ... 

L to R: Sophia, Louisa, Elaina, Becca Photo: Mike Davies / 
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S ome captains have been 
asking about the distribution 

of more new balls. Each team 
received an initial set of six 
large and six small balls, just 
after the start of the season. Nor-
mally they would last for six 
home games. However, in line 
with the return to Play protocols 
which dictate that equipment 
should only be handled by 
team-mates, this season teams 
have each been using separate 
balls. Because this doubles the 
number of balls needed, it was 
announced (in the Captains’ 
Handbook and on the captains’ 
Facebook group) that old balls 
could be used, as long as they 
were in good condition. It was 
left to individual teams’ discre-
tion when to unwrap a new ball, 
but considering that game balls 
were now only getting half the 
usual use (being used only for 
one team’s innings), a new ball 
should be needed only every 
other game, as is the case (more 
or less) under the old rules 
whereby the home team pro-
vides new balls. 

A further distribution of new 
balls will take place in time for 
week 12, when the original six 
pairs of balls will have been 
used for roughly two games 
each. 



This is Pippa who lives 
with Freeze’s Rachael 
Hyland. Pippa is a 4-year 
old Spaniel cross and 
she can often be seen 
returning the balls when 
her mum goes to the 
field to hit a few  She’s 
a big fan of the indoor 
balls though, as they’re 
softer on her tiny teeth.  

Send your Pets Corner pho-
tos to review@manchester-
softball.co.uk 
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were when the ball was 
thrown. Since the runner was 
between 1st and 2nd, they 
get 3rd. People often think 
that because they left early, 
and were heading for 1st 
when the throw was made, 
they should only get 
awarded 2nd base. But 1st 
base was the last base that 
runner legally occupied 
(before this at bat even 
started), so that’s why they 
are awarded 3rd.  

But here’s the kicker: al-
though they are awarded 
3rd, they still have to go back 
to 1st to tag up. The ball is 
dead so they can do this at 
their leisure. But  if, as many 
do, on hearing “dead ball” 
and seeing the umpire show 
them to 3rd, they just turn 
around and head for 3rd (via 
2nd, which they know they 
have to touch), the defence 
can still appeal for the base 
left early. 

 

As we have reported over the 
last few weeks, the rookie ses-
sions we are running on Tues-
day nights at Parrswood have 
been an overwhelming success, 
with unimagined numbers: an-
other new record attendance 
this week with 47 participants. 

But one unforeseen side-effect 
of this fantastic uptake is a slight 
shortage of equipment, particu-
larly gloves. MSL will use some 
of the income from the sessions 
to fund some new equipment, 
but in the meantime, if you have 
an old glove (still indecent con-
dition) that you don’t use, 
please consider donating it to 
the rookie sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Jonny Huck or 
Linni Mitchell to arrange collec-
tion, and your old glove will 
soon have a new, loving, owner. 

 

Old glove amnesty—
Donate to rookie 
sessions 

Blu corner often concerns itself 
with complex and sometimes 
fanciful what-if scenarios that 
umpires love to discuss and 
argue about. 

But this week’s scenario is 
really a very common one, and 
is one that all players could 
benefit from knowing and un-
derstanding…. And the ques-
tion was triggered by a rea-
sonably experienced player 
who wasn’t sure what the rule 
was. 

So, with a runner on 1st and 
fewer than two outs, the bat-
ter hits deep into the out-
field. Thinking the ball is 
going to drop, the runner 
sets off for 2nd base. But un-
expectedly an outfielder 
makes the catch. The runner 
now has to get back to 1st to 
tag up. Seeing this, the out-
fielder throws to 1st to try to 
get the out, but throws the 
ball dead before the runner 
gets back to 1st. What is the 
call? 

A ball thrown dead results in a 
two-base award for all run-
ners, based on where they 

Blu corner—a rule worth knowing 
In other news, 
congratulations 
to two of our um-
pires who re-
cently completed 
their assessment 
and are now fully 
BASU-qualified: 
Jonny Creelman 
and Harry Somers 

Pets corner 



BND Chloë Llewellyn (SS), Nacho Sánchez (CR) 
BAT Sue O’Brien (CL), Jerry Seabridge (P) 
CAM Hayley McTear (C), Adam Hugill (P) 
CM2 Jen Brooks (LF), Leo Pearns (CR) 
COL Rachel Jones (CR), Mario Rueda (Sub) 
DOD Alexa Martinez (CL), Jeivo Gomez (CR) 
ENF lisa Williams (2B), Bryn Davies (CL) 
FRZ Malyn Wainwright (3B), Darren Bamford (LF) 
GRX Tanya Locherty (2B), Tom Russell (SS) 
HAC Ella Mills (1B), Darren Corner (SS) 
MRD Liz Lyon (3B), Richard Goar (C) 
MAV rested 
MHM Sarah Marks (RF), Alfonso Carlino (SS) 
MKT Beth Werakso (1B), Darren Shaw (LF) 
RIP Natasha Amy (3B), Ant Henderson (2B) 
SGL Ash Swaby (1B), Mike Connolly (CL) 
SHA Sophie Temple (C), Lewis Cranny (CR) 
SPE Emma Bennett (LF), Jeremy Fothergill (P) 
STG Chloe Patient (P), Josh Normie (SS) 
SWI  Em Park (2B), Sam Humphresy (CL) 
TDS Natalie Leyland (CLF), Dan Downes (1B) 
THU Kim Hannessen (CL), Josh Edwards (2B) 
TH2 Becci Wadeson (1B), James Warren (3B) 
TH3 Lauren Pritchard Greer (3B), Lewis Le Fevre (2B) 
TH4 Emma Beall (Sub), Johan Lemmers (C) 
TIG Glen Bridges (3B), TK (1B) 
TGG Lynsey Taylor (EP), Oli Sharpe (LF) 
TTN Sooze Bennison (LF), Dan O’Brien (P) 

Page 8 Bases Loaded 

* grand slam 

Division 1 female 

2 – Nic Duerden (LIO), Katie Jessop (TDS) 
1 – Sophie Addison (TDS), Tanya Lochery (GRX), 
Linni Mitchell (MHM), Jade Shaw (LIO)   

Division 1 male 

7 – Paul Colton (DOD) 
6 – Chris Fulton (LIO) 
4 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Dan Downes (TDS), Rory 
Gibson (MKT), Benkei Johnson (LIO), Ross Maskell 
(LIO), Tom Munro (MHM), Pete Nightingale* (MAV) 
3 – Adam Hugill (CAM), Andy Lott (CAM), Tom Rus-
sell (GRX), Simon Sharp (MKT) 
2 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), Lubomir Durisin (MAV), David 
Dyson (DOD), Josh Edwards (THU), Gareth Evans (CAM), 
Mike Gaskell (TDS), Jeivo Gomez (DOD), Joe Grantham* 
(THU), Kris Hadwin (THU), Jack Scholes (GRX), Shane 
Sharp (TDS), Ed Watkinson (LIO) 
1 – Luis Almeida (MHM), Nathan Barratt (MHM), Matt Bell 
(TDS), Ian Blease (MAV), Alfonso Carlino (MHM), Adam 
Cole (MAV),  Jordan Colton (MHM), Amilcar Gomez 
(MHM), Matt Green (CAM), Chris Gresty (MAV), Brad 
Hadwin (TDS), Simon Hepburn (DOD), Lee Kendrick-
Walker (LIO), Colin McKie (CAM), Laurence Pearmain 
(MAV), Mark Sanders (GRX), Darren Shaw (MKT)  

Divisions 2 female  

3 – Becci Wadeson (TH2) (pictured) 
1 – Su O’Brien (BAT), Bailey Saunders 
(MRD)  

Division 2 male 

7 – Adam Barnish*** (SPE) 
5 – Adam Faloona (SPE) 
4 – Alex Bates (BAT), Darren Corner (HAC), James 
Warren (TH2) 
3 – Sam Baker (TTN), Steve Bartlett (TH2), Stevie 
Kidd (SHA), Sam Whatmore (MRD), James Wooder-
son (CM2)  
2 – Andrew Bogie (TH2), Jeremy Fothergill (SPE), 
Mike Hulme* (SHA), Rich Jameson (SHA), Daniel 
O’Brien (TTN) 
1 – Luke Bastin (TH2), Richard Goar (MRD), Craig Lawson 
(CM2), Ian Mills (HAC), Luke Nelson (TTN), Leo Pearn 
(CM2), Sean Rafter (HAC), Stephen Shearer (SHA), Jon 
Taylor (TH2), Chris Thompson (MRD), James Wright (SHA)   

Divisions 3/4 female  

1 – Lauren Birch (BND), Cassie Gradwell (ENF), 
Alyssa Jones (TIG), Chloë Llewellyn (BND), Em Park 
(SWI)   

Divisions 3/4 male (apologies for last week’s 
cut&paste mix-up) 

10 – Mario Rueda* (COL) 
9 – Ross Birch* (BND) 
7 – Carl Emsley (SGL), Jason Kneen (BND), Ben 

Home runs 

Last week’s MVPs 

Leeks (SWI) 
6 – Liam Morrison* (BND), Mike Mia (FRZ) 
5 – Darren Bamford (FRZ), Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3) 
4 – Ed Covington* (TIG), Johan Lemmers (TH4), Pete 
O’Hare (BND), Richard Sarver (TH3), James Wright (TIG) 
3 – Mike Connolly (SGL), Bryn Davies (ENF),  Chris 
Frost* (FRZ), Sam Humphries (SWI), Antoon Lemmers 
(TH4), Chris Radford (SGL), Joe Regan (SWI), Ollie Sharp 
(TGG) 
2 – Phil Cosgrove (COL), Bryn Davies (ENF), Mike Davies 
(ENF), Dave Grice* (SGL), Anthony Henderson (RIP), 
Adam Hoysted (STG), Charlie Hughes (TH3),  Matt Lang-
ford (RIP), Matt Lyons (TGG), Josh Normie* (STG), Nacho 
Sánchez (BND), Richard Thompson (TIG), Tadgh Tobin 
(COL), Conor Wilcock (RIP), Jono Wrigley** (FRZ) 
1 – Steve Beddows (TIG), Al Bruce (RIP), Tomm Childs (TH3), 
Dave Dean (COL), Richard Fox (STG), Kieran Heavan (SWI), 
Scott Humphrey (RIP), Arthur Hung (SGL), Stéphane Karayannis 
(RIP), Phil Kirby (TH4), Carlos Lee (RIP), Lee McCarthy (COL), 
Conor O’Sullivan (TGG), Simon Ronksley* (COL),  Jamie Saul 
(COL), Lee Scambler (STG), Harry Schulte (TGG),  James Tan-
ner (SGL), Mat Tanner (TH4), Alex Wardle (SGL)   



Speeders @ Bats 
(Division 2) (D, HS/PF) 
Last meeting, 12 May 2021. 
Speeders won 15-14, hav-
ing the better of the sec-
ond half of the game after 
clawing back an early defi-
cit to tie 11-11 after four. 
Let’s hope for an equally 
thrilling game to celebrate 
MSL’s 5000-up, Speeders 
have a substantial lead in 
this 33-game series be-
tween two of the remaining 
four founder member 
teams, with 23 wins and 
one tie. 

Division 1 
The second rotation begins 
with the return fixtures from 
week 1, April 28th. 

Camels @ Jammy Dodgers 
(6) Camels won 19-15, their 
7th win in 19 meetings. 

Greensox @ Meerkats (7) 
Greensox won 22-14, and 
have won all five meetings. 

Mavericks @ Lions (8) 
Mavs won 25-21. This will be 
their 40th meeting: Lions lead  
22-17. 

Thunder @ Mayhem (F) 
Thunder won 18-17, and have 
never lost to Mayhem in eight 
official games, or nine includ-
ing last summer’s unofficial 
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Next week’s fixtures 

Guest appearances 

competition, where they met 
in the Final. 

Travelling Dodgers rest  

Division 2 
This week’s schedule has the 
return fixtures from week 3, 
May 12th 

Hackers @ Camels II (C) 
Hackers won 11-8  to make it 
5 out of 5. 

Marauders @ Sharks (B) Ma-
rauders won 8-7 to record 
their first win at the 3rd at-
tempt. 

Titans @ Thunder II (E) 
Thunder won 11-9 and have 
won all five meetings of this 
pair. 

Division 3/4 
Enforcers @ Seagulls (7) 
First ever meeting. 

Rippers @ Bandidos (1) 
Only previous meeting 14 
May 2019, Bandidos won 23-8 
(5 inns). 

Stingers @ Freeze (4) Only 
previous meeting 14 May 
2019, Freeze win 19-4. 

Swingers @ Colt 45s (2) Only 
previous meeting 21 May 
2019, Colts won 33-1 (4 inns). 

It’s derby day for Clubs Thun-
der and Tigers, with first-ever 
meetings in both cases 

Thunder IV @ Thunder III 
(6) First ever meeting. Al-
though Thunder IV were 
formed in 2019, they were not 
in the same division as Thun-
der III (and II), who were both 
in Division 3, playing on a 
Thursday. 

Tigers @ Tiggers (3) First 
ever meeting.  

Enforcers 1 1 4 2 6 2 0 16 
Thunder III 6 3 1 4 5 3 x 22 
Pitch 1 
HR: ENF Bryn Davies 
 
Seagulls 6 0 2 8 15 31 
Rippers 6 1 1 4  3 15 
RAR, Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 4 
HRs: SGL Mike Connolly, Alex Wardle; RIP 
Ant Henderson, Matt Langford 
 
Stingers 3 7 1 2 0 0 1 14 
Tigers 4 0 1 4 1 5 x 15 
Umpire Johnny Creelman, Pitch 7 
HRs: STG Josh Normie, AJ Hoysted; TIG Aly, 
Ed Covington 
 
Thunder IV 0 1 2 1 4 0 0 8 
Freeze 5 0 0 2 5 5 x 17 
Umpire Fliss Fagan, Pitch 6 
HRs: TH4 Johan Lemmers; FRZ Jono Wrig-
ley (2GS) 
 
Tiggers 8 0 0 0 3 0 3 14 
Colt 45s 0 3 4 0 4 4 x 15 
Umpire Luis Arrevillagas, Pitch 3 
HRs: TGG Matt Lyons; COL Mario Rueda 2 
 

Game completion 
 
Thunder IV 3 5 6 0 2 0 2 18 
Swingers 3 0 9 9 0 3 x 24 
Continuation of incomplete game from 27 
April; Umpire Simon Sharp, Pitch 4/8 
HRs: TH4 Antoon Lemmers 2, Johan Lem-
mers; SWI Ben Leeks 2+1, Em Park, Sam 
Humphreys 
 

Results (Continued from page 10) 

Correction: Last week’s listing showed 
Martine Knight’s appearance for Thun-
der as being her 2nd. It was her 1st. 
Apologies. 
 
UP 
Carol Ann Costello (BND) for Thunder II 
(1st) 
Caroline Drake (TGG) for Tigers (1st) 
Martine Knight (FRZ) for Meerkats (1st) 

DOWN/SAME 
Tanya Basu (MAV) for Dodgers 
Leanne Cracknell (MAV) for Dodgers 
Rebecca Ebo (SHA) for Swingers (both 
games) 
Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) for Tigers 
Simon Sharp (MKT) for Titans 



Results and Standings  

Division 1 
 

J Dodgers 1 4 1 0 2 4 0 12 
Mayhem 0 2 5 4 2 1 x 14 
Pitch F, Umpire Harry Somers 
 
Lions 3 4 8 2 0 0 0 7 24 
Camels 2 0 3 7 3 1 1 2 19 
Pitch 7, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: LIO Ed Watkinson, Jade Shaw, Ben-
kei Johnson, Chris Fulton 2; CAM Gareth 
Evans 2, Adam Hugill 
 
Meerkats 6 0 0 0 1 3 2 12 
Thunder 2 2 5 1 6 3 x 19 
Pitch 8, Umpire Adam Roberts 
HRs: MKT Rory Gibson; THU Josh Ed-
wards, Jo Grantham (GS), Kris Hadwin 
 
T Dodgers 0 3 4 4 3 2 0 16 
Greensox 0 1 6 0 0 0 5 12 
Pitch 6, Umpire Dave Dean 
HRs: TDS Dan Downes 2, Sophie Addi-
son, Kate Jessop; GRX Tom Russell 
 

Division 2 
 

Hackers 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 6 
Sharks 1 7 3 0 4 5 x 20 
Pitch E, Umpire Mike Davies 
HR: SHA Richard Jameson 
 
Marauders 1 1  2  5 5 1 3 18 
Speeders 1 0 12 3 5 0 x 21 
Pitch D, Umpire Arthur Hung 
HRs: MRD Richard Goar, Sam Whatmore; 
SPE Adam Faloona 2, Jeremy Fothergill 
 
Thunder II 12 4 4 14 18 
Bats  2  3 1  3 9 
Pitch B, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: TH2 Jon Taylor, Becci Wadeson 2, 
Steve Bartlett 2, James Warren 2; BAT 
Su O’Brien, Alex Bates 
 
Titans 0 2 9 0 1 1 7 20 
Camels II 0 1 1 0 0 5 0 7 
Pitch C, Umpire Jonny Creelman 

 

Division 3/4 
Bandidos 6 2  1  7 4 5 3 28 
Swingers 0 0 10 1 4 1 0 16 
Pitch 8, Umpire Simon Sharp 
HRs: BND Jason Kneen; SWI Sam 
Humphries 

► Continued on page 9 

Played June 15/16 Standings 

 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

▲ Lions 7 6 0 1 0 155 94 .905 – 

▲ Thunder 7 5 0 2 0 110 85 .810 1 

▼ Greensox  7 5 0 2 0 102 89 .810 1 

▼ Mavericks 7 5 0 2 0 112 97 .810 1 

► Mayhem 8 4 0 4 0 124 108 .667 2½ 

► Trav Dodgers * 7 3 0 4 0 91 116 .571 3⅓ 

► Camels 7 2 0 5 0 94 121 .524 4 

► Jammy Dodgers 7 1 0 6 0 84 102 .429 5 

► Meerkats 7 1 0 6 0 110 170 .429 5 

Division 2  
▲ Sharks 7 5 0 2 0 135 81 .810 – 

▲ Speeders 7 4 1 2 0 153 132 .762 ½ 

▲ Titans 7 4 0 3 0 128 120 .714 1 

▼ Marauders 7 4 0 3 0 124 96 .714 1 

▼ Thunder II 7 4 0 3 0 99 101 .714 1 

► Hackers 7 3 0 4 0 71 105 .619 2 

► Camels II 7 2 1 4 0 99 111 .571 2½ 

► Bats 7 1 0 6 0 82 145 .429 4 

Titans, Marauders and Thunder II ordered on runs conceded in head-to-heads 

Division 3/4 

► Tigers 8 8 0 0 0 174 95 1.000 – 

► Bandidos 8 7 0 1 0 162 68 .917 1 

▲ Freeze 8 5 0 3 0 116 116 .750 3 

▲ Thunder III 8 5 0 3 0 132 112 .750 3 

▼ Stingers 8 5 0 3 0 128 123 .750 3 

▲ Colt 45s + 8 4 0 4 0 127 136 .625 4⅓ 

▲ Seagulls + 8 4 0 4 0 157 154 .625 4⅓ 

▼ Thunder IV 8 3 0 5 0 107 142 .583 5 

▼ Tiggers 8 3 0 5 0 89 91 .583 5 

► Swingers 8 2 0 6 0 121 156 .500 6 

► Enforcers 8 1 0 6 1 87 161 .375 7⅓ 

► Rippers * 8 1 0 7 0 101 147 .375 7⅓ 
Freeze above Thunder III, Thunder IV above Tiggers, and Enforcers above Rippers 

on head-to-heads; 
+ deducted 1 point for scoresheet error; * deducted 1 point for RTP breach 

 

* deducted 1 point for RTP breach 


