
D ivision 2 is 
where the 
excitement 
was last 

week, with another 
shock defeat for the 
leaders, Marauders, 
this time to the Hack-
ers. The donkeys led 
for most of the game 
until the flurry of a 5th-
inning bat-around 
gave the pirates a 
brief lead, which the 
axemen snatched 
back. Marauders are 
still top, but only on 
head-to-head from the 
Sharks, who ‘mercied’ 
the beleaguered Bats 
and now have an al-
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most identical record 
to the top team’s, same 
runs conceded, more 
runs scored. Speeders 
dropped to third after 
losing the most excit-
ing game of the day to 
the Titans, despite a 
third grand slam 
homer by Adam 
Barnish. With Speed-
ers leading 14-10 after 
just two innings of 
slugfest, Titans took a 
20-19 lead after a 10-
run 4th inning. The 
pair traded 10 runs 
over the next two in-
nings, setting up a 
thrilling finale. Speed-
ers got just one, to tie 
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This week’s  
fixtures 

Division 1  

DOD 1W @ MHM 1W (F, HS) 

LIO 5W @ CAM 4L (7, AG) 

MKT 2L @ THU 1L (8, AR) 

TDS 1W @ GRX 1W (6, DD) 

Division 2 

HAC 2W @ SHA 1W (E, MD) 

MRD 2L @ SPE 1L (D, AH) 

TH2 1W @ BAT 5L (B, PF) 

TTN 3W @ CM2 1L (C, JC) 

Division 3/4 

BND 1L @ SWI 3L (8, SS) 

ENF 1L @ TH3 3W (1, AR) 

SGL 2L @ RIP 4L (4, PF) 

STG 1W @ TIG 7W (7, JC) 

TH4 2L @ FRZ 1W (6, IC)  

TGG 2W @ COL 2W (3, LA) 

TH4 @ SWI (8, SS) com-
pletion 

the scores, but de-
fended the bottom of 
the 7th well, getting 
two outs. But with the 
winning run on 2nd, 
Dan O’Brien hit a 
walk-off homer, 
though with the win-
ning run possibly 
missing 3rd base 
(only the umpire 
knows), the game 
might have gone into 
extra innings. Cam-
els II dropped into 
the relegation zone 
after Thunder II beat 
them fairly convinc-
ingly with a steady 
parade of runs. The 

►Continued on page 2 

Record numbers again at rookie sessions 

O ur Tuesday night 
rookie sessions, 

run by Linni Mitchell 
with the assistance of 
Mayhem team-mates 
Emma Agostini and John 
Reeves are proving to be 
a massive success. Two 
weeks ago Bases Loaded 
reported “an astonishing 
27 rookies” in atten-
dance. This week we had 
40, obviously a new re-
cord, and evidence that 
Linni and colleagues are 

doing something right, 
with players turning up 
rain (previously) or shine 
(more recently) and 

bringing their mates 
too. They can barely all 
fit on one photo (or on 
one pitch)!  

Photo: Jonny Huck 



division is incredibly tight, 
with the top two tied, and the 
rest, down to 7th, between ½ 
and 1½ games behind (as 
shown here—head-to-heads 
apply to tied teams). 

On Tuesday, in the top-of-
the-table clash which could 
turn out to be the first half of 
the title decider, Tigers 
pipped Bandidos in a thrill-
ing finish. The outlaws had 
the early initiative, but—as so 
often happens—a single 
high-scoring inning made all 
the difference, and with a 7-

Sox and Tigers go top (Continued 
from page 1) 
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From the archives 

On the corresponding date 
back in 1999, the Review car-
ried reports of the Maver-
icks’ and Growlers’ exploits 
at a tournament in Glasgow. 
Mavs narrowly lost the final 
to Clan McMad, a rivalry that 
endured for many a year. 
Growlers, by all accounts, 
won the drinking competi-
tion. The same issue 
also announced the 
formation of a 
women’s team 
to compete in 
what we would 
now call a Sin-
gle-Sex tourna-
ment in London. 
This too was the 
start of a great Manchester 
tradition. Back home, forfeits 
were disturbingly common: 
Greensox had already for-
feited three of their six 
games, and two other teams 

On this date (15/16 June) …. 

Volume 22 Issue 8 on this date 
in 2016 was looking forward 
to that summer’s Euros foot-
ball competition, and remind-
ing readers of this league’s 
rules and precedents con-
cerning rearranging games 
that clash with football on TV 
(we don’t)—watch for a simi-
lar reminder in next week’s 
edition. 

The same issue also carried 
an article suggesting a review 
of the guest rules, specifically 
to outlaw the top players from 
playing as guests in the bot-
tom division. Such a rule was 
introduced in 2018. Mean-
while Lions, with a 6-0 record, 
were already two games 
ahead of the chasing pack, 
and would go on to win the 
title with a 15-2 record, three 
ahead of Thunder in 2nd 
place. 

run bat-around 4th, the big 
cats took the lead. Still the 
ládrones fought back but 
home advantage worked a 
treat for the felines as they 
matched the three runs 
scored in the top of the 7th to 
maintain their perfect sea-

son. Stingers stay 3rd after a 
game of two halves: cruising 
into a 19-7 lead which made 
an early finish against the 
Enforcers look likely, they 
suddenly stalled, and al-
lowed the bobbies to reduce 
the deficit to just one run  be-
fore the nippers woke up 
and sealed the win. Freeze 
continued their ascent of the 
standings, blasting the Sea-
gulls in a five-inning ‘mercy’ 
win in which there was still 
time for Chris Frost and Dar-
ren Bamford to get three 
homers each, with the gulls’ 
8-run 2nd inning bat-around 
contributing to the high ag-
gregate score. In fact the six 

(Mavs and Bats) both had 
one forfeit on their record. 
The Review reminded cap-
tains that there was a resting 
Division 2 team each week, 
and that up to two guests 
were allowed. In a quaint 
sign of the times, the Review 
pointed out that “all the Divi-
sion 2 captains have e-mail 

addresses” (it wasn’t 
necessarily the 
obvious way to 

communicate 
back then). And as 

a sign that some 
things never 

change, it also re-
minded captains that 

they could “find out 
who the resting team is by 
looking at the fixture list in 
the Captain’s Handbook” (no 
web site back then). Good 
old CHB, providing answers 
since the last century! 

Team W-L GB 

MRD 4-2 – 

SHA 4-2 – 

SPE 3½-2½ ½ 

TH2 3-3 1 

TTN 3-3 1 

HAC 3-3 1 

CM2 2½-3½ 1½ 

BAT 1-5 3 

RC 

75 

75 

114 

92 

113 

85 

91 

113 
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Tigers triumph in 
tense table-top tussle 

 
Bandidos 5 1 2 1 5 1 3 18 
Tigers  1 2 2 7 1 3 3 19 
Pitch 6, Umpire Mike Goff 
BANDIDOS AB R H RBI BB 
Adam Morrison (3B) 4 2 1 0 0 
Janine Hickey (LF) 4 1 1 0 0 
Ross Birch (P) 4 3 3 4 0 
Lisa Hine (C) 4 1 2 0 0 
Jason Kneen (CR) 4 4 4 2 0 
Lauren Birch (2B) 4 3 4 4 0 
Liam Morrison (CL) 4 1 3 4 0 
Chloë Llewellyn (SS) 4 1 3 1 0 
Harry Somers (1B) 4 0 1 1 0 
Carol Ann Costello (RF) 3 1 1 0 0 
Nacho Sánchez (EP) 3 1 1 1 0 
Kate Davidson (EP) 3 0 1 1 0 
HRs: R Birch 2, Kneen, L Morrison, 
Sánchez 
TIGERS Alyssa Jones (LF), Glen 
Bridges (3B), Teresa Kokocinská (1B), 
Rich Thompson (CL), Emma Pritchard 
(RF), James Wright (SS), Holly Smith 

Week beginning June 14th 
(Gemini)  

Monday Laura Somers 
(Thunder III), Alex Wardle 
(Seagulls) 

Tuesday *Robbie Cowbury 
(Titans), *Dan Jarman (Camels 
II), Helen Moore (Hackers)         
*  same year 

Wednesday Ed Woodcock 
(Thunder II) 

Thursday  Philip Cosgrove 
(Colt 45s) 

Saturday Rachael Gavaghan 
(Mavericks), Beth Jarratt 
(Thunder) 

Sunday Philip Kirby (Thunder 
IV), Mat Tanner (Thunder IV) 

(2B), Rob Lawrence (CR), Jackie Ervin 
(C), Jeremy Fothergill (SPE)(P) 
HRs: Thompson, Wright, Fothergill 

Bandidos got a taste of what 
Div 2 softball might be like as 
they faced their fellow table-
topping Tigers, fielding six of 
the players who won promo-
tion to Division 1 in 2019 and 
a Div 2 guest who pitched an 
excellent game, and batted in 
the winning run. To be fair, 
Bandidos also have players 
with recent top division ex-
perience, so no complaints.  

Bandidos got off to the better 
start with simple base hits 
pushing the runners round, 
topped off with a homer from 
Liam Morrison, to establish a 
modest lead which they held 
for 3½ innings until the Tigers 
had a game-defining bat-
around in the bottom of the 
4th, which could have been 

► Continued on page 4 

Birthdays Match reports 

Tuesday games between 
them saw a season-high av-
erage of 36 runs per game, 
with on average six homers. 
The two Thunder teams 
swapped places in the stand-
ings, restoring the logical 
order, as III beat Swingers 
22-10, the difference a 12-
run 5th inning, while IV lost 
to the Colts. T4 had slightly 
the better of the later in-
nings, but the nine runs con-
ceded in the 2nd were al-
ways too many to recover. 
They have an incomplete 
game to finish, which they 
will do this week, conditions 
permitting. After taking an 
early lead against Tiggers, 

Rippers were unable to re-
cover from a near bat-
around, and lost 14-11.   

M eanwhile, the most-
played fixture had its 

66th edition, with Greensox 
never looking in much trou-
ble against the Mavericks, 
who made the score a bit 
more respectable with a late 
bat-around. But it was too lit-
tle too late, and if Sox also 
win the return in August they 
will be tied with 33 wins 
each (and one tie). In a very 
volatile division, all the 
teams changed position, with 
the Lions among the climb-

ers after winning a close 
game against Thunder, 
though from start to finish the 
rumblers were always chas-
ing the cats. Mayhem also 
climbed one place, sending 
the Meerkats to the foot of 
the pile. The suricates trailed 
until pulling level in the 6th 
with a 6-run burst, but the 
Mossley crew matched that 
to win by five. And the Trav-
elling Dodgers pulled clear 
of the drop zone consistently 
outscoring the Camels for 
their second win of the sea-
son.  



for the second out in the fi-
nal inning required nerves 
of steel, and sympathy to 
Liam Morrison whose injury 
as he rounded 3rd going for 
his second homer certainly 
“cramped” his style for the 
rest of the game. Big shout 
out to the Tigers’ Rich 
Thompson too, who took a 
steepling catch in the out-
field, and who also threw out 
Hine at home with a ma-
hoosive hurl to the catcher, 
as well as hitting a homer. 
But guest Jeremy Fother-
gill’s spotless pitching per-
formance, a home run, and 
batting in the winning run 
got the nod for MVP.  El Niño 

This was a top of the table 
clash between two previ-
ously undefeated teams that 
lived up to its pre-match 

billing. The 
Bandidos took 
an early lead, 
which the Ti-
gers gradually 
clawed back 
before taking 
the lead them-
selves for the 
first time in the 
bottom of the 
4th. It was a 
see-saw affair 
for the rest of 
the game with 
the lead 
changing 
hands for the 
fifth and final 

time in the bottom of the 7th 
when the Tigers grabbed 
the honours on a 2-out hit 
from guest Jeremy Fothergill 
(pictured). (Just in time as 
James Wright had had to set 

off for work before the inning 
ended). OBP leaders were 
Alyssa Jones, Wright and 
Fothergill who all batted 
1.000. Holly Smith was best of 
the rest going 4 for 5. In the 
field Glen Bridges was good at 
3rd, Wright worked hard at 
short stop, Jackie Ervin got a 
nice tag at home, Rich Thomp-
son made an impressive catch 
in the outfield and Teresa 
Kokocinská did some good 
work at 1st including snaring a 
tricky pop up in foul territory.                

 Dave Wareham 
MVPs L Birch, A Morrison (BND), 
Smith, Fothergill (TIG) 

 

Rookies shine for good 
cops bad cops 

 

 
Stingers 12 6 1 0 0 3 0 22 
Enforcers   2  4 1 7 4 0 0 18 
Pitch 2, Umpire Simon Sharp 
STG Mark Fox (C), Conny Batho (RF), 
Kristian Stokwisz (CL), Hannah Wint (2B), 
Jack Rains (CR), Chloe Patient (P), AJ 
Hoysted (3B), Charlotte Roszas (LF), Josh 
Normie (SS), Michelle Cleator (1B) 
ENF Lisa Williams (2B), Mike Cooney 
(CR), Elaina Gray (RF), Bryn Davies (CL), 
Danni Young (LF), Chris Newall (SS), 
Sarah McDonagh (1B), Simon Grainger 
(P)(Sub Mike Davies), Kate Shearer 
(SHA)(C), Mike Duzinkewycz (3B); Subs 
Mike Davies (for Grainger), Simon 
Grainger (for Duzinkewycz) 
HR: B Davies 

For the seventh game on the 
bounce the cops fielded a 
brand new rookie, Sarah 
McDonagh, who has never 
stepped on a softball field be-
fore. Plus two girls playing 
their third game and the only 

even more damaging if a Ti-
ger had not inexplicably 
jumped over home plate in-
stead of touching it, for the 
3rd out. That inning reduced 
the lead to one, and by the 
bottom of the 6th Bandidos 
were trailing by the same 
amount. A 7th-inning rally 
briefly gave them back the 
initiative, but a two-run lead 
was not enough and, with the 
scores tied and two outs, ex-
tra innings loomed until an 
uncharacteristic fumble al-
lowed the winning run to 
score. 

Despite the tense game 
situation, it was the most 
friendly and respectful of en-
counters, which the Tigers 
were visibly 
ecstatic to have 
won.  

But it is only 
half-time. Bar-
ring a surprise 
result, or the 
effects of 
school holidays 
on the teacher-
dominated Ban-
didos) the re-
turn game will 
surely decide 
the title, and if 
Bandidos can 
match the Ti-
gers’ results, 
they need only 
win by more than one run 
when they have home ad-
vantage in the return. 

One play doesn’t make you 
MVP, but Lisa Hine’s catch 

Match reports (Continued from 
page 3) 

Page 4 Bases Loaded 
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other Enforcer girl with less 
than a full season under her 
belt. Plus Mike Duzinkewycz 
for the blokes playing his 
first full game after his debut 
as EP last week! 

The two senior citizens of 
the Enforcers, captain Mike 
Davies and Andy Whatmore 
were cheerleading from the 
sidelines, thankfully without 
the ra-ra skirts! Two subs 
were eventually needed al-
though for once the law and 
order people breached a 
rule that could not be penal-
ised post-match and so es-
caped sanction! 

Pitcher Simon Grainger 
struggled to find his range 
and rhythm in the windy 
conditions so the Stingers 
got some easy runs in the 1st 
to score 12. Early in the 2nd 
inning, Grainger gracefully 
stepped down to be re-
placed by captain Davies. A 
difficult step to take but he 
was to play a part later on, 
albeit one that he wasn’t 
strictly entitled to. Moral jus-
tice however decreed that 
he deserved some game 
time to participate. In any 
event, the Enforcers could 
still have used Whatmore if 
an appeal had been raised. 

The early lead looked unas-
sailable and by the end of 
the 3rd inning, a mercy was 
on the cards with the score 
at 19-7. But then the Enforc-
ers achieved a shut-out, fol-
lowed by a 7-run inning 
thanks to some very steady 
base hitting and an ‘Exocet’ 
three-run homer by Bryn 

Davies through right field. 
19-14 and the cops could 
sniff an upset. This aroma 
grew stronger at the end of 
the 5th with the cops out-
scoring the Stingers 4-0 to 
take the score to 19-18. That 
was where the cops’ scoring 
sadly ended with two shut-
outs in the 6th and 7th down 
to some poor hitting and, to 
be fair, some good fielding . 
With the Stingers managing 
three runs in the 6th, this 
took the final score to 22-18. 
Glorious defeat in light of 
the number of rookies and a 
special mention for 
McDonagh, a deserved MVP 
in her first game playing at a 
critical position in the field, 
1st base! The 4th inning was 
hers with all three outs down 
to her, a run scored with the 
bat and an RBI! The same 
inning was not so happy for 
Duzinkewycz who discov-
ered the curse of softball in-
juries when his left quadri-
ceps ‘popped’ when run-
ning the bases. Welcome to 
softball Mike! Shout out  to 
Danni Young, taking a good 
first ever catch deep in left 
field and Elaina Gray, one of 
the quadruplets coming 
very close to getting a first 
home run with a great three-
base hit! Captain Davies re-
instated the disconsolate 
Grainger for injured Duz-
inkewycz when, in the cold 
light of day, his BASU train-
ing might have dictated oth-
erwise. Grainger happily 
found his mojo again with 
three outs at 3rd and con-
tributed to the Enforcers 
nearly stealing the game 

back from the Stingers. In 
the end, a good game en-
joyed by everyone. As much 
by the vanquished as the 
victors!                 Mike Davies 
MVPs Wint, Hoysted (STG), 
McDonagh, Newall (ENF) 
 

Urmston out-bounced 
Rippers 0 5 1 2 1 0 2 11 
Tiggers  0 2 6 3 2 1 x 14 
Pitch 3, Umpire Luis Arrevillagas 

RIP Bruce (P), Maya Desai (LF), An-
thony Henderson (2B), Mandy Ashton 
(1B), Carlos Lee (SS), Natasha 
Wicikowski (C), Stéphane Karayannis 
(CR), Bernie Woodcock (RF), Scott 
Humphrey (CL), Katie Rider (3B); Subs 
Matt Langford (for Henderson), Conor 
Wilcock (for Humphrey) 
HRs: Bruce, Henderson, Lee 
TGG Ollie Sharpe (P), Rahael Andrews 
(1B), Matt Lyons (SS), Sandra Zlatin-
ská (2B) Harry Schulte (3B), Caroline 
Drake (EP), Courtney Button (LF), Ab-
bey Follansbee (CL), Conor O’Sullivan 
(RC), Becky Crawford (RF), Aiden 
Peakman (EP), Erin Osborne (C) 
HRs: Sharpe 2, O’Sullivan 

The Rippers shot into an 
early lead in this game but 
couldn’t hold onto it as the 
Tiggers put in their best 
performance so far this sea-
son to grab the win. Ollie 
Sharpe (4 for 4) and Conor 
O’Sullivan (3 for 3) were the 
OBP leaders, Matt Lyons 
was best of the rest going 3 
for 4. Home Run heroes 
were Sharpe, with a pair 
and O’Sullivan, with his first 
MSL homer—the first of 
many we hope and expect! 
In the field Sharpe pitched 
well, O’Sullivan took some 
nice catches in the outfield, 

(Continued on page 6) 



MSL briefly hit by web outage 

T he MSL was caught up in 
the massive internet out-

age on Monday, as our 
COVID opt-in form was 
briefly unavailable just 
when a player wanted to 
sign up. 

An unexplained configura-
tion error at the infrastruc-
ture provider Fastly  ren-
dered major 
websites and 
services, in-
cluding the 
MSL’s, inoper-
able for about 
an hour on 
Monday morning. 

Players attempting to access 
the opt-in form on the MSL 

website got an error mes-
sage reading “Error 503 
Service Unavailable”. 

Fastly is a “content deliv-
ery network”, which is said 
to provide greater reliabil-
ity and performance for 
heavily trafficked websites, 
but the use of CDNs has 
been criticized for central-

izing the 
internet 
which 
was 
origi-
nally de-
signed 

specifically to be distrib-
uted, as a protection 
against failure at a single 

site. 

The league’s communications 
officer, Bruce, commented 
wrily that the outage could 
have been avoided if the opt-in 
form had been implemented in 
a  different, more local way. 

Opt-in list not always ac-
curate  
On the topic of the opt-in regis-
ter, captains have been encour-
aged to check whether players 
have opted in by consulting the 
checklist on the website. Unfor-
tunately, this list is not always 
automatically updated, so a 
player who has recently opted 
in may not appear immediately 
on this list. 

Rachael Andrews looked 
promising at 1st and both 
Sandra Zlatinská and Caro-
line Drake did good work at 
2nd. Drake’s return from her 
long injury break went well, 
though she did make the mis-
take of hitting the ball too far 
too often which put some 
pressure on her repaired an-
kle as she ran round the 
bases to chalk up a pair of 
doubles.          Dave Wareham 
MVPs Rider, Humphries (RIP), An-
drews, Sharpe (TGG) 
 

Quick on the Draw 
Thunder IV 2 1 0 2 1 4 5 15 
Colt 45s  4 9 2 2 1 1 x 19 
Pitch 7, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
TH4 Amy Somers (C), Tim Roberts (P), 
Rachel Wake (2B), Johan Lemmers 
(3B), Bryony James (LF), Phil Kirby 
(SS), Fran Leyton (RF), Antoon Lem-
mers (CL), George Pugh (1B), Mat Tan-

Match reports (Continued from 
page 5) 

Page 6 Bases Loaded 

ner (CR), Lou Courtney (EP), Elliot 
Boydell (EP) 
HR: A Lemmers 
COL Phil Cosgrove (3B), Nikki Pugh 
(1B), Roger Pedley (LF), Atiyah Malik 
(CL), Mario Rueda (SS), Pippa Pugh 
(2B), Lee McCarthy (P), Louise Broad-
stock (RF), Jamie Saul (CR), Nic Jones 
(C), Sub Grajham Hartley (for Pedley) 
HRs: Kirby 2, Rueda, Saul 

Thunder IV made a promis-
ing start with two runs at the 
top of the 1st but were 
quickly outgunned by the 
revolvers. Their super slug-
gers shellacked the Thor-
four pitching for 15 runs by 
the end of the 3rd inning. 

Their thunder stolen, the 
Jovites nevertheless 
equalled, then bettered, 
their opponents over the re-
maining innings. But the end 
came too soon when the six-

guns’ defence redoubled 
their efforts to claim the win 
in 6½. 

Aided by optimistic base run-
ning by chief gunslinger 
Nikki Pugh plus essential be-
tween-innings coaching from 
GB’s Kellie Whitaker, Johan 
Lemmers’ tagging work at 
3rd base earned him an MVP 
nomination. Despite conten-
tion from Rachael Wake, 
pouching flyballs at 2nd, and 
Georgina Pugh eschewing 
glovework for footwork at 
1st, the other MVP, deserv-
edly, was Amy Somers. Also 
worthy of note was shortstop 
Phil Kirby’s snagging of a 
smokin’ line drive.  

Two-out Tim 
MVPs Somers, J Lemmers (TH4), 
Malik, McCarthy (COL) 
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Pets corner 
Anyone whose game has 
been umpired by Jonny 
Creelman will know Ribby, 
named after the RBI batting 
stat. As Jonny explains, 
“Ribby will be 10 years old 
on the 19th June, and has 
been to baseball and soft-
ball games his whole life. 
You never lose a foul ball 
when he is there and he al-
ways has his eye on the 
game, sometimes more 
than the ump.” 

Send your Pets Corner photos 
to review@manchester-
softball.co.uk 

of course Tuesday 
teams are invited 
and urged to come 
along too. (The 
good news is, 
there’s no footy on 
that evening!) 

To mark the occa-
sion, a sew-on 
sleeve patch show-
ing the 5000th 
game logo will be 
available for £5 (all 
profits go to help 
the League’s finan-
cial plight!). The 
decision to make a 
sew-on badge 
rather than print 
commemorative T-
shirts was taken in-line with 
the discussion on the Exec & 
Captains’ Facebook group 
where it was agreed that this 
was a more eco-friendly way 

P lans to celebrate the 
league’s 5000th 
game continue 
apace. As we re-

ported in BL 27.6, the game 
on June 30th between the 
Bats and Speeders, two of the 
four remaining founder mem-
bers, has been designated 
game #5000. 

The occasion will be cele-
brated by an evening of post-
match food, drink and enter-
tainment at the Wythenshawe 
grounds. There will be a food 
truck, a licensed Belgian 
beer truck, a raffle, cake sale 
and perhaps some competi-
tions. The six teams playing 
at Parrswood that night have 
all agreed to come to WSG to 
join in—it has been sug-
gested that their games 
should start at 6.45 to give 
them time to get there—and 

5000th game—more details 

forward. 

We look forward to as 
many players as possible 
joining in the celebration of 
this fantastic achievement. 



So what makes an MVP? Is it good 
fielding, is it home runs or triples 
or is it a subjective judgment by 
the opposition based on personal-
ity? We had a game recently were 
we lost by only a few runs: it was 
an enjoyable game and the team 
spirits were high. When asked for 
the opponent’s MVPs we chose 
the two players most obvious for 
their better play. Their pitcher 
was steadfast and focused and 
threw few walks and their 1st base 
was solid in easy outs. The choice 
was relatively easy as they played 
well and apart from the shortstop, 
there wasn’t much action else-
where. 

But then they told us their choices. 

Their choice for female MVP was 

3rd base, who’d had an okay 
game in the general run of play 
but their choice of male MVP 
was baffling. 

Our pitcher had thrown six 
strikeouts and only two walks 
and had hit a home run. Our 
shortstop had played bril-
liantly and covered a lot and 
not stopped running. Also hit a 
home run. Our 2nd baseman 
had gone off injured at bottom 
of the 4th but had hit a home 
run and played brilliantly. The 
nomination for MVP had gone 
to an outfield player who had 
been nutmegged, missed a 
catch and played for only four 
innings before being replaced. 

When we questioned this 

Letter to the Editor—What makes an MVP? 
choice with their captain in 
the pub, the answer was that 
he wouldn’t give it to the 
shortstop as they were too 
good (though in fact he has 
never played above Division 
4, and has always been ros-
tered to a Div 4 team) and not 
to the pitcher as they just 
don’t give it to a pitcher. 

The question is a moot one as 
in the grand scheme of things 
it does not matter, but why 
would some positions be re-
moved from being eligible for 
MVP and why (unless guest 
loaded) would other teams 
choose as MVP not the best 
player? 

Mingo Sheffield   
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O rganizer Mike Con-
nolly would like to 
encourage you to 
sign up for the 17th 

Alex Hall tournament, sched-
uled for Saturday July 10th at 
Parrswood. 

As many readers will know, the 
tournament is a one-day event 
to raise money for the Christie 
Hospital. It has been described 
as “part softball tournament, 

part fancy-dress party, part pic-
nic” and is always an enjoyable 
informal softball event, where 
rookies and established players 
meet up on mix-and-match col-
our-coded teams. You enter as 
an individual, a team t-shirt is 
included in the entry fee, and 
some of the playing rules are 
relaxed to make the game even 
more enjoyable for everyone. 

We are trying to get eight teams 

this year, so if you haven’t al-
ready signed up, please contact 
Mike on Facebook, phone or 
message 07972 646775 or 
email alexhall2019@aol.com, as 
soon as possible, but in any 
case by JULY 1ST at the VERY 
LATEST. Payment can be made 
via bank transfer, PayPal or cash 
(Mike plays for Seagulls on 
Tuesdays). Details are on the 
application form or can be ob-
tained direct from Mike.   

Alex Hall tourney—reminder 

Picnic at the 2011 tournament 



Here is a situation which hap-
pened last week in a Division 4 
game: 

Starting player S is legally substi-
tuted by player P1. A little later 
during the game, S is brought 
back on as a substitute for another 
player P2. 

What should the umpire do? 

The short answer is: Nothing … 
until the opposition appeal that S 
is an illegal re-entrant. 

The first thing to remember is 
that a substituted player (such as 
S, here) can re-enter the game at 
any time, but only to replace the 
player they originally substituted 
(P1), who is then considered to 
have left the game. 

Rule 3.1.9 says: An Illegal Re-
entry occurs when: 
(a) a player returns to the game 
in a position [in the batting line-
up] to which they are not legally 
entitled, i.e., a position that is not 
their original starting position; or 
(b) a player returns to the game 
when they are not legally entitled 
to enter the game.  

Assuming S bats in the order 
where P2 should be batting, then 
(a) applies. But (b) also applies 
because (Rule 3.2.6b) “A starting 
player and their substitute(s) 
may not be in the game at the 
same time.” 

What happens next depends on 
when the illegal re-entry is ap-
pealed. However in all cases, the 
illegal re-entrant is ejected from 
the game, along with the team 
manager (captain). Our local 
rules stipulate that the captain 
will not be ejected if this would 
lead to a forfeit due to insufficient 
players. 

If the substitution is made while 
the team is in the field, then if the 
opposition appeal that S is an il-

Softball terminology illustrated 

Solution: Double play 

Blu corner: Illegal re-entry 
legal re-entrant 
before the 
next pitch, 
the substitu-
tion is can-
celled and 
they are re-
moved from 
the game. 
Effectively 
no penalty 
apart from 
the ejec-
tion(s). If 
there has been 
any play since 
they came on, 
they are again 
removed and re-
placed by an eli-
gible player (for 
example P2), and 
the last pitch (but 
only the last pitch) before the 
appeal can be replayed if the 
batter wishes.  

If the appeal is 
made while the 
team is batting, 
and the illegal 
player is at bat, 
or about to bat, 
then again, the 
substitution is 

just cancelled, 
the sub is re-

placed by an eli-
gible player who 

assumes the ball-
strike count and 
completes the at-
bat. But if the appeal 
is made once the at-
bat is complete, and 
the illegal re-entrant 
is on base, then not 

only is the substitution 
cancelled and the player 

ejected, but the batter is de-
clared OUT. So tactically if you 
spot this error, it is best to wait 
until the illegal sub gets on 
base. A rule worth knowing? 
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BND Lauren Birch (2B), Adam Morrison (3B) 
BAT Sue OBrien (CL), Alex Bates (SS) 
CAM Charlotte (1B), Tom Atkinson (P) 
CM2 Nic Booth (LF), James Wooderson (CL) 
COL Atiyah Malik (CL), Lee McCarthy (P) 
DOD rested 
ENF Sarah McDanagh (1B), Chris Newall (SS) 
FRZ Laura Parkes (CL), Darren Bamford (LF) 
GRX Vicky Green (CL), Tom Russell (SS) 
HAC Grace Mills (CL), Alex Mills (Sub) 
LIO Nic Duerdan (RF), Chris Fulton (2B) 
MRD Bailey Saunders (1B), Jordan Wilcokc (3B) 
MAV Sherry Kenyon (CL), Lubomir Durisin (LF) 
MHM Emma Agostini (3B), Tom Munroe (2B) 
MKT Jocelyn Reid (C), Rory Gibson (3B) 
RIP Katie Katie (3B), Scott Humphfries (CL) 
SGL Gina Amos (3B), Chris Radford (1B) 
SHA Rebecca Ebo (LF), Stevie Kidd (CR) 
SPE Christine Hunter (1B), Adam Barnish (CL) 
STG Hannah Wint (2B), AJ Hoysted (3B) 
SWI  Em Park (2B), Kieran Heavan (LF) 
TDS Sophie Addison (RF), Dan Downes (C) 
THU Kellie Whitaker (1B), Kris Hadwin (LF) 
TH2 Becci Wadeson (1B), Andrew Bogie (CL) 
TH3 Luna Sanchez Palacio (1B), Charlie Hughes (P) 
TH4 Amy Summers (C), Johann Lemmers (3B) 
TIG Holly Smith (2B), Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) (P) 
TGG Rachael Andrews (3B), Ollie Sharpe (3B) 
TTN Kate Winfield (C), Sam Baker (CL) 

Page 10 Bases Loaded 

* grand slam 

Division 1 female 

2 – Nic Duerden (LIO)  
1 – Katie Jessop (TDS), Tanya Lochery (GRX), Linni 
Mitchell (MHM)  

Division 1 male 

7 – Paul Colton (DOD) 
4 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Chris Fulton (LIO), Ross 
Maskell (LIO), Tom Munro (MHM), Pete Nightingale* 
(MAV) 
3 – Rory Gibson (MKT), Benkei Johnson (LIO), Andy 
Lott (CAM), Simon Sharp (MKT) 
2 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), Dan Downes (TDS), Lubomir 
Durisin (MAV), David Dyson (DOD), Mike Gaskell 
(TDS), Jeivo Gomez (DOD), Adam Hugill (CAM), Tom 
Russell (GRX), Jack Scholes (GRX), Shane Sharp (TDS) 
1 – Luis Almeida (MHM), Nathan Barratt (MHM), Matt Bell 
(TDS), Ian Blease (MAV), Alfonso Carlino (MHM), Adam 
Cole (MAV),  Jordan Colton (MHM), Josh Edwards (THU), 
Amilcar Gomez (MHM), Joe Grantham (THU), Matt Green 
(CAM), Chris Gresty (MAV), Brad Hadwin (TDS), Kris Had-
win (THU), Simon Hepburn (DOD), Lee Kendrick-Walker 
(LIO), Colin McKie (CAM), Laurence Pearmain (MAV), 
Mark Sanders (GRX), Darren Shaw (MKT), Ed Watkinson 
(LIO)  

Divisions 2 female  

1 – Bailey Saunders (MRD), Becci Wadeson (TH2)  

Division 2 male 

7 – Adam Barnish*** (SPE) 
4 – Darren Corner (HAC) 
3 – Sam Baker (TTN), Alex Bates (BAT), Adam Fa-
loona (SPE), Stevie Kidd (SHA), James Wooderson 
(CM2)  
2 – Andrew Bogie (TH2), Mike Hulme* (SHA), Daniel 
O’Brien (TTN), James Warren (TH2), Sam Whatmore 
(MRD) 
1 – Steve Bartlett (TH2), Luke Bastin (TH2), Jeremy Fother-
gill (SPE), Rich Jameson (SHA), Craig Lawson (CM2), Ian 
Mills (HAC), Luke Nelson (TTN), Leo Pearn (CM2), Sean 
Rafter (HAC), Stephen Shearer (SHA), Chris Thompson 
(MRD), James Wright (SHA)  

Divisions 3/4 female  

1 – Lauren Birch (BND), Cassie Gradwell (ENF), 
Chloë Llewellyn (BND), Em Park (SWI)  

Divisions 3/4 male 

7 – Ross Birch* (BND), Carl Emsley (SGL), Mario 
Rueda* (COL) 
5 – Mike Mia (FRZ), Liam Morrison* (BND) 
9 – Ross Birch* (BND) 
8 – Mario Rueda* (COL) 
7 – Carl Emsley (SGL)  
6 – Ben Leeks (SWI), Liam Morrison* (BND), Mike 
Mia (FRZ) 

Home runs 

Last week’s MVPs 

5 – Darren Bamford (FRZ), Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3), Ja-
son Kneen (BND)  
4 – Pete O’Hare (BND), Richard Sarver (TH3), James 
Wright (TIG) 
3 – Ed Covington* (TIG), Bryn Davies 
(ENF), Chris Frost* (FRZ) (pictured), An-
toon Lemmers (TH4), Johann Lemmers 
(TH4), Chris Radford (SGL), Joe Regan 
(SWI), Ollie Sharp (TGG) 
2 – Mike Connolly (SGL), Phil Cosgrove 
(COL), Mike Davies (ENF), Dave Grice* (SGL), Charlie 
Hughes (TH3), Sam Humphries (SWI), Nacho Sánchez 
(BND), Richard Thompson (TIG), Tadgh Tobin (COL), 
Conor Wilcock (RIP) 
1 – Steve Beddows (TIG), Al Bruce (RIP), Tomm Childs (TH3), 
Bryn Davies (ENF), Dave Dean (COL), Richard Fox (STG), 
Kieran Heavan (SWI), Anthony Henderson (RIP), Adam Hoysted 
(STG), Scott Humphrey (RIP), Arthur Hung (SGL), Stéphane 
Karayannis (RIP), Phil Kirby (TH4), Matt Langford (RIP), Carlos 
Lee (RIP), Matt Lyons (TGG), Lee McCarthy (COL), Josh 
Normie* (STG), Conor O’Sullivan (TGG), Simon Ronksley* 
(COL),  Jamie Saul (COL), Lee Scambler (STG), Harry Schulte 
(TGG),  James Tanner (SGL), Mat Tanner (TH4)   



Division 1 
Camels @ Meerkats (F, IC) 
Last official meeting 18 June 
2014 (Division 2), Meerkats 
won 32-17 (5 inns) to avenge 
their defeat in their first ever 
meting earlier that year. The 
pair met unofficially last year 
in the 3rd-place game of the 
mini-league, which Meerkats 
won 20-8. 

Greensox @ Lions (8, PF) 
Last meeting 28 August 2019, 
game tied 10-10 after 7 in-
nings. Lions needed to win to 
take the title race to the final 
week, but the tie meant that 
the Sox, thanks to their head-
to-head record, needed only 
to turn up for their final 
game, against the Mavs. This 
will be the 30th meeting of 
these two, with Greensox 
leading the series 23½-5½. 

Mavericks @ Travelling 
Dodgers (6, MD) First ever 
meeting. 

Thunder @ Jammy Dodgers 
(7, JC) Last meeting 21 Au-
gust 2019, Dodgers won 12-5 
but trail 15-8 in all meetings. 

Mayhem rest  

Division 2 
The second rotation begins 
with the return fixtures from 
week 2, May 5th. 

Bats @ Marauders (C, AG) 
Marauders won 25-9 in 5 in-
nings, and lead 14-5 in all 
meetings. 
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Next week’s fixtures 

Guest appearances 

Camels II @ Speeders (E, 
DD) Camels scored eight in 
the bottom of the 7th inning to 
tie their last game 23-23. But 
Camels have won only one of 
their seven meetings. 

Sharks @ Titans (B, AS) 
Sharks won the first ever 
meeting of the pair 15-9. 

Thunder II @ Hackers (D, 
HS) Thunder won 14-7 to ex-
tend their all-time lead to 9-4. 

Division 3/4 
Bandidos @ Stingers (8, JC) 
Only previous meeting 18 
June 2019, Bandidos won 26-7 
(5 innings). 

Colt 45s @ Enforcers (3, PF) 
Last meeting 6 August 2019, 
Enforcers won 28-12 but trail 
4-3 in all meetings. 

Rippers @ Thunder IV (4, 
MG) Last meeting 20 August 
2019 (Division 5) Rippers won 
15-14, to complete the double 
in T4’s first season. 

Swingers @ Freeze (7, LA) 
Only previous meeting 28 
May 2019, Freeze won 24-7 (5 
innings). 

Thunder III @ Tiggers (2, 
SS) First ever meeting. 

Tigers @ Seagulls (1, IC) 
First ever meeting. 

Division 3/4 
Bandidos 5 1 2 1 5 1 3 18 
Tigers  1 2 2 7 1 3 3 19 
Pitch 6, Umpire Mike Goff 
HRs: BND Ross Birch 2, Nacho Sánchez, 
Jason Kneen, Liam Morrison; TIG Rich 
Thompson, James Wright, Jeremy Fothergill 
(SPE) 
 
Freeze 14 5 6 3 6 34 
Seagulls   1  8 0 1 5 15 
RAR, Pitch 4, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: FRZ Chris Frost 3 (1 GS), Darren Bam-
ford 3, Mike Mia; SGL Chris Radford 
 
Rippers 0 5 1 2 1 0 2 11 
Tiggers  0 2 6 3 2 1 x 14 
Pitch 3, Umpire Luis Arrevillagas 
HRs: RIP Bruce, Ant Henderson, Carlos Lee; 
TGG Ollie Sharpe 2, Conor O’Sullivan 
 
Stingers 12 6 1 0 0 3 0 22 
Enforcers   2  4 1 7 4 0 0 18 
Pitch 2, Umpire Simon Sharp 
HR: ENF Bryn Davies 
 
Swingers 1 1 2 0  4  0 2 10 
Thunder III  3 0 1 2 12 4 x 22 
Pitch 1, Umpire Adam Roberts 
HRs: SWI Ben Leeks 2, Kieran Heavan, Joe 
Reagan 2; TH3 Rich Sarver, Charlie Hughes, 
Dilan Bastiampillai 
 
Thunder IV 2 1 0 2 1 4 5 15 
Colt 45s  4 9 2 2 1 1 x 19 
Pitch 7, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HRs: TH4 Antoon Lemmers; COL Phil 2, 
Mario, Jamie 

Results (Continued from page 12) 

Transfer 
Caroline Drake, Tigers to Tiggers 

UP 
Alyssa Jones (TIG) for Marauders (3rd) 
Martine Knight (FRZ) for Thunder (2nd) 
Holly Smith (TIG) for Speeders (2nd) 
Gemma Wallace (FRZ) for Speeders 
(2nd) 

DOWN/SAME 
David Dyson (DOD) for Greensox 
Rebecca Ebo (SHA) for Swingers 
Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) for Tigers 
April Hutchen (DOD) for Thunder 
Alexa Martinez (DOD) for Thunder II 
Natasha Miotk (DOD) for Greensox 
Kate Shearer (SHA) for Enforcers 



Results and Standings  

Division 1 
 

Camels 1 1 3 1 2 2 2 12 
TravDodgers 6 5 3 0 3 7 x 24 
Pitch 8, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs: TDS Dan Downes 2, Shane Sharp 
2, Kartie Jessop 
 
Greensox 3 3 1 12 0 1 4 24 
Mavericks 0 0 4  1  2 7 0 14 
Pitch 7, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: GRX Tom Russell; MAV Chris Gre-
sty, Pete Nightingale 
 
Mayhem 5 0 6 2 2 1 6 22 
Meerkats 3 0 4 3 0 6 1 17 
Pitch 6, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: MHM Jordan Colton, Linni Mitchell, 
Tom Munro 3, Natahn Barratt; MKT Rory 
Gibson, Simon Sharp 
 
Thunder 3 0 1 2 1 2 5 14 
Lions 5 0 0 4 0 4 2 15 
Pitch F, Umpire Dave Dean 
HRs: THU Kris Hadwin, Luis Arrevillagas; 
LIO Chris Fulton 
 

Division 2 
 

Bats 2 0  0  3 0 5 
Sharks 6 0 15 2 x 23 
RAR, Pitch C, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HR: SHA Stevie Kidd 
 
Camels II 0 4 0 2 2 1 0 9 
Thunder II 4 2 3 5 1 7 x 22 
Pitch B, Umpire Arthur Hung 
HRs: CM2 James Wooderson; TH2 Becci 
Wadeson, Andrew Bogie 2 
 
Hackers 3 0 4 0 3 2 1 13 
Marauders 1 2 0 2 7 0 0 12 
Pitch E, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HR: HAC Ian Mills 
 
Speeders 6 8 1  4  4 6 1 30 
Titans 8 2 0 10 8 2 1 31 
Pitch D, Umpire Harry Somers 
HRs: SPE Adam Barnish (GS), Jeremy 
Fothergill; TTN Sam Baker, Dan O’Brien 
 
 
 
 
 
 

► Continued on page 11 

Played June 8/9 Standings 

 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

▲ Greensox  6 5 0 1 0 90 73 .889 – 

▲ Lions 6 5 0 1 0 131 75 .889 – 

▼ Mavericks 7 5 0 2 0 112 97 .810 ½ 

▼ Thunder 6 4 0 2 0 91 73 .778 1 

▲ Mayhem 7 3 0 4 0 110 96 .619 2½ 

▲ Trav Dodgers 6 2 0 4 0 75 104 .556 3 

▼ Camels 6 2 0 4 0 75 97 .556 3 

▲ Jammy Dodgers 6 1 0 5 0 72 88 .444 4 

▼ Meerkats 6 1 0 5 0 98 151 .444 4 

Division 2  
► Marauders 6 4 0 2 0 106 75 .778 – 

▲ Sharks 6 4 0 2 0 115 75 .778 – 

▼ Speeders 6 3 1 2 0 132 114 .722 ½ 

▲ Thunder II 6 3 0 3 0 67 92 .667 1 

▲ Titans 6 3 0 3 0 108 113 .667 1 

▲ Hackers 6 3 0 3 0 65 85 .667 1 

▼ Camels II 6 2 1 3 0 92 91 .611 1½ 

► Bats 6 1 0 5 0 73 113 .444 3 

Thunder II, Titans and Hackers ordered on head-to-heads 

Division 3/4 

▲ Tigers 7 7 0 0 0 159 81 1.000 – 

▼ Bandidos 7 6 0 1 0 134 52 .905 1 

► Stingers 7 5 0 2 0 114 108 .810 2 

▲ Freeze 7 4 0 3 0 99 108 .714 3 

▲ Thunder III 7 4 0 3 0 110 96 .714 3 

▼ Thunder IV 6 3 0 3 0 81 101 .667 3½ 

▲ Tiggers 7 3 0 4 0 75 76 .619 4 

▲ Colt 45s + 7 3 0 4 0 112 122 .571 4⅓ 

▼ Seagulls + 7 3 0 4 0 126 139 .571 4⅓ 

► Swingers 6 1 0 5 0 81 110 .444 5½ 

► Enforcers 7 1 0 5 1 71 139 .381 6⅓ 

► Rippers * 7 1 0 6 0 86 116 .381 6⅓ 
Freeze above Thunder III and Enforcers above Rippers on head-to-heads; 
+ deducted 1 point for scoresheet error; * deducted 1 point for RTP breach;  

Thunder IV @ Swingers incomplete 
 

Travelling Dodgers above Camels on head-to-head 


