
T he title quest is 
turning into a 
three-horse race 

as Thunder went top af-
ter beating Jammy 
Dodgers 13-11 in a 
game noteworthy for 
other reasons (see be-
low) while Greensox 
beat Lions, scoring 
steadily in every inning 
but one, and Mavericks 
were ‘slaughtered’ by 
the ever improving 
Travelling Dodgers. 
The last time Lions and 
Mavs both lost on the 
same day was week 2 of 
the 2019 season, and the 

Top three tied at the 
turn-around 
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This week’s  
fixtures 

Division 1  

CAM 1W @ DOD 2L (6, AR) 

GRX 1W @ MKT 4L (7, AS) 

MAV 2L @ LIO 1L (8, AG) 

THU 2W @ MHM 2W (D, DD) 

Division 2 

HAC 2L @ CM2 3L (C, IC) 

MRD 1W @ SHA 3W (B, MD) 

SPE 2W @ BAT 7L (F, HS/PF) 

TTN 1L @ TH2 3W (E, JC) 

Division 3/4 

ENF 3L @ SGL 1L (7, JC) 

RIP 6L @ BND 2W (1, IC) 

STG 2L @ FRZ 3W (4, MG) 

SWI 1L @ COL 4W (2, AR) 

TH4 1W @ TH3 5W (6, PF)  

TIG 9W @ TGG 2L (3, FF) 

still fairly tight, with one 
game covering the top 
four. Sharks marched 
on (or whatever the 
oceanic equivalent is) 
with a victory over the 
Titans, who matched 
them run for run for 
three innings, but then 
allowed two big innings 
which gave the big fish 

►Continued on page 2 

Three guests in line-up—Official statement 

“A  team used 
three guests 
in their line-

up last Wednesday. Al-
though this would nor-
mally be an illegal line-
up, this occurred under 
exceptional circum-
stances as described be-
low. However, some mis-
takes may have been 
made in allowing three 
guests and, while the 
team will not be penal-
ised, it should not be 
seen as setting a prece-

dent. 

“At around 5.30 on the 
evening of the game, the 
team reported that a fe-
male player who had 
been expecting to play 
had been required to 
self-isolate following a 
positive COVID test in 
her household and they 
asked what they should 
do. With game time less 
than two hours away, a 
speedy decision was re-
quired. Two members of 

5000th game souvenir issue 

See pages 5-12 

the Exec, the League 
Head and Secretary, con-
ferred and suggested 
finding a third guest 
rather than see the game 
cancelled at short notice. 
They agree that they 
should have consulted 
the Exec more widely, 
and that communication 
should have been with 
the League’s COVID offi-
cer. Pre-season the Exec 
had agreed that any 

► Continued on page 3 



a hefty lead. Speeders are just 
that tied game behind, and 
were trailing Camels II in the 
return fixture 16-11 until a dou-
ble bat-around 14-run 6th in-
ning swung the game in their 
favour. Marauders rediscov-
ered their winning ways, but 
had a close game with the Bats, 
with the lead changing hands 
several times until the pirates 
pinched it at the end. Thunder 
II are just behind on head-to-
head, and looked comfortable 
against the Hackers until a 7th-
inning revival spurred by a 
grand slam homer from Darren 
Corner made it close, with the 
tying run at bat when the third 
out came. 

S eems like some fielders may 
have had their minds on the 

football on Tuesday night, as the 
six Division 3/4 games clocked 
up an average of just short of 40 
runs per game—and that in-
cludes two ‘mercy’ wins. And 
there were a massive 39 home 
runs, including three grand 
slams. Closest of the slugfests 
was the Colt 45s’ 27-24 defeat 

Top three tied at the turn-around 
(Continued from page 1) 
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From the archives 
were 148 responses (29% of ac-
tive players) to seven state-
ments reflecting commonly 
heard views on guest rules.  

A huge number (90%) thought 
that the main purpose of guests 
should be to cover for an emer-
gency. Responses were evenly 
split on the idea that allowing 
guests was good as it allowed 
players to play more often, and 
allowed more teams to exist.  

The most overwhelming agree-
ment was on the suggestion that 
the top players should not be 
allowed to play in lower divi-
sions. There was a majority in 

On this date (29/30 June) ... 

Last week we mentioned the BG 
Burners, a team of co-workers at 
British Gas in Reading, and their 
antics at our Tournaments back in 
the late 1990s … after the games 
were over, and in preparation for 
the Saturday evening ‘do’, the 
Burners would drink liberally and 
play strip volleyball. Not sure of the 
rules exactly, but I know it ended 
with the whole team, men and 
women, butt naked. 

The corresponding issue for the 
end of June 2017 carried the re-
sults of an informal survey of atti-
tudes towards guests. There 

of the Enforcers. Neck and 
neck for four innings, with the 
scores tied at 12-12, Colts had a 
big bash in the 5th, scoring ten, 
but the cops came right back 
with eight. The revolvers held 
on to their slim lead through the 
last two innings to win 
the 51-run game by 
three. Bryn Davies 
managed three hom-
ers, including one 
slam. Swingers and 
Freeze shared 45 
runs in an only 
slightly less close 
game: 13-14 after 
three innings, the pair 
traded five runs each 
over the next two in-
nings, and only in the 6th did 
Freeze pull away. The game 
featured two grand slams, one 
for each side: Joe Regan 
(Swingers) and Martine Knight 
(Freeze) bringing home the ba-
con. There were 45 runs as 
Thunder III beat Tiggers, but 
by a more comfortable nine-run 
margin. Thunder’s Dilan Bas-
tiampillai hit four home runs, 
but was not the home-run king, 
as his team-mate Rich Sarver 
(pictured) hit five—one short of 
the record set by Andy Rawson 

for the Outlaws in a memorable 
2009 game against the Bats. In 
the excitement, the Thunder 
skipper unfortunately filled in 
the scoresheet incorrectly (see 
story opposite), but the one-
point deduction seems unlikely 

to affect which divi-
sion either team ends 
up in after the cut. 
Rippers and Thun-
der IV scored more 
modestly—only 31 
runs between them—
with an eight-run bat-
around in the 3rd ef-
fectively the differ-
ence, as Urmston did 
well in the closing in-
nings to reduce the 

deficit somewhat. The two top 
teams both had run-ahead wins, 
the Tigers’  the more emphatic, 
allowing Seagulls two runs in 
the 4th (and final) inning to 
avoid a shutout, while Bandi-
dos were one run short of a 
similar four-inning win over the 
Stingers.  

In other news, last weekend’s 
Northwest Series 2 was won by 
Tigers (Rec) and Thunder 
(Comp) … full report and pic-
tures next week. 

favour of limiting the total num-
ber of guests a team could use, 
and exactly 50% thought that 
there should be limits on how 
many times an individual player 
guested for the same team. 
There was 68% agreement that 
rostered players should have 
priority over guests in getting 
game time, and to the final 
question about the effectiveness 
of fielding and batting restric-
tions, just over half agreeing 
that they were insufficient. 

As readers may remember, the 
guest rules were reviewed and 
revised the following year.  
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Week beginning June 28th 
(Cancer)  

Tuesday Gareth Evans 
(Camels), Nicola Smith 
(Enforcers) 

Wednesday Maz Yung 
(Marauders) 

Thursday  Jade Shaw (Lions)  

Friday Ian Caird (umpire) 

Saturday Sam Gardiner 
(Hackers), AJ Hoysted (Stingers) 

Sunday Darren Shaw (Meerkats) 

Birthdays 

O nly three weeks after the 
Colts and Seagulls sub-
mitted an incorrect 

scoresheet, lightning has struck 
twice as Thunder III, having 
beaten Tiggers 28-17, submitted 
a scoresheet showing 
the opposite result 
(pictured). Once again, 
an automatic one-point 
deduction will be 
served on both teams.  

As we said three weeks 
ago, the league has lit-
tle choice but to impose 
the automatic tariffs. 
The penalty seems par-
ticularly harsh on the 
losing captain, whose 
only crime is to sign the 
sheet presented to 
them: we may well re-
visit this at the end of 

Match reports 
Bandidos not stung 
Bandidos 3 5 4 12 4 28 
Stingers 0 3 0  3  0 6 
RAR, Pitch 8, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
BANDIDOS AB R H RBI SAC 
Adam Morrison (3B) 5 3 3 1 0 
Janine Hickey (LF) 3 3 3 4 1 
Ross Birch (P) 2 2 2 4 2 
Lisa Hine (C) 4 1 1 1 0 
Jason Kneen (CL) 4 4 4 2 0 
Lauren Birch (2B) 4 3 4 2 0 
Jonny Preston (CR) 4 1 3 2 0 
Chloë Llewellyn (SS) 4 3 2 0 0 
Nacho Sánchez (EP) 4 3 4 6 0 
Kate Davidson (EP) 4 2 2 1 0 
Harry Somers (1B) 4 1 4 3 0 
Carol Ann Costello (RF) 4 2 3 2 0 
HRs: Hickey, R Birch, Kneen 
STINGERS Michelle Fisher (CL), Lee Scam-
bler (C), Conny Batho (RF), Nick Simms (LF), 
Chloe Patient (P), Kristian Stokwisz (3B), Mi-
chelle Cleator (1B), Uddin Taj (CR), Charlotte 
Roszas (2B), AJ Hoysted (SS) 

After they narrowly failed to beat 
the Tigers last week, we expected a 
sterner test from the Stingers, so 
much improved since their rookie 
season in 2019. But the Bandidos 
were on fire this week, with both 
offence and defence completely on 
top of their game … nothing to do, 
of course, with the return of Jonny 

► Continued on page 4 

Scoresheet blunder costs points—again! 
the season and suggest the 
point deduction be suspended 
in this case, while keeping the 
immediate point deduction for 
the team responsible for the 
incorrect scoresheet. 

teams affected by player unavail-
ability specifically caused by 
COVID regulations would be 
treated as a special case, though 
details of what this might involve 
were not fully worked out as we 
expected the notification to be 
after a team had all played to-
gether. 

“The decision taken was based 
on whether or not COVID had an 
effect on the team. Through no 
fault of their own, that player had 
to isolate due to Government 
guidelines and it was felt that a 
team should not be penalised for 
this. Normal rules would still ap-
ply in the case of a planned ab-
sence or an injury. When dis-
cussing the best way forward in 
this time-sensitive matter, there 
was natural sympathy for the 
captain and a willingness from 
the committee members in-
volved and the captains to pro-
ceed with the game. The opposi-

Three guests in lineup—official 
statement (Continued from page 
1) 

tion were fully aware of the situa-
tion, and expressed no objections. 

“Although the team could legally 
have played one short. The 
COVID rule is to be used for 
teams that are unable to raise a 
full team due to several players 
isolating, and in future should al-
low postponement rather than 
guest-rule violations. The problem 
in this case was complicated by 
the fact that the team in question 
were already short of players and 
having a single player isolating 
resulted in them unable to field a 
team of ten.  

“The guest rules have been 
breached and normally this would 
result in a forfeit, but the mitigat-
ing circumstances are that they 
were following the advice of 
members of the committee. This 
mitigation has applied in several 
previous rulings.  Lessons will be 
learned and if this situation arises 
again it will be handled differ-
ently. A postponement may be 
sanctioned, but other rules will not 
be waived.”                       The Exec 



Here’s Clyde, who lives with the 
Lions’ Jade Shaw. 

We think this picture shows him 
spotting a gap in right field. 

All contributions to Pets Corner wel-
come: send to review@manchester-
softball.co.uk 
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Preston, or Liam Morrison giving 
his injury a chance to recover (and 
as 3rd-base coach always with one 
eye on the footy). Half the batting 
line-up batted 1.000, with again all 
but one getting RBIs, especially 
Nacho ‘Nigel’ Sánchez  whose six 
RBIs and headlong dive into 3rd 
with the ball still in the outfield 
deservedly won him the MVP. Fe-
male MVP was Janine Hickey, back 
to the hitting form we saw two 
years ago. Big D was huge too, 
with no mistakes as far as your re-
porter can remember, and two 
double plays turned, including the 
game-ending all-Welsh 6-3 
combo.                                     El Niño 
MVPs Hickey, Sánchez (BND), Ba-
tho, Simms (STG) 

Rippers lose lovely game 
Rippers 3 0 0 2 1 5 1 12 
Thunder IV 2 3 8 3 1 2 x 19 
Pitch 4, Umpire Al Green 
RIPPERS Matt Langford (CR), Lorraine Wet-
ton (C), Stéphane Karayannis (CL), Maya 
Desai (LF), Bruce (P), Jolly Nuttall (RF), 
Carlos lee (2B), Katie Rider (3B), Scot Hum-
phrey (SS), Mandy Ashton (1B) 
HRs: Ashton, Langford 
THUNDER IV Fran Leyton (EP), Chris Boy-
dell (EP), Rachael Wake (2B), Johan Lem-
mers (C), Emma Beall (LF), Antoon Lem-
mers (CL), Bryony James (P), Phil Kirby 
(SS), Amy Somers (1B), Mat Tanner(3B), 
Lou Courtney (RF), Elliot Boydell (CR) 
HRs: J Lemmers, Kirby 
It was a lovely game and unfortu-
nately we still aren’t winning but 
there were lots of positives. Batting 
was good in general but some 
fielding mistakes cost us 
(including a few walks with Bruce’s 
pitching from the 3rd inning). 
Luckily Scott Humphrey came in 
and rectified things and he clawed 
back a bit with a lovely CL catch. 
Let’s not beat around the bush, we 
need to all bow down and respect 
Babs for hitting her first home run. 
Mandy Ashton hit a corker down 
the left line and ran like her life 
depended on it. Causing confusion 
to the fielders, she ploughed 
through and an errant throw saw 
her come home. It was soooo well 
deserved. A beautiful hit and 
beautiful homer for our ever so 
loyal TT. Absolutely awesome, I’m 
so proud of you! There was great 

Match reports (Continued from 
page 3) 

work from Matt Langford, solid as 
ever and also another easy hone 
run; keep doing what you’re do-
ing Matt and I promise to never 
get your name wrong again! The 
girls hit really well again tonight 
with Lorraine Wetton toasting the 
infield to hit a nice .750. There 
was also solid work from Carlos 
Lee on 2nd base. Thankfully his 
batting and fielding is better than 
his banter! There were some field-
ing errors but mostly we kept our 
heads high and enjoyed the 
game. Great work everyone.  

Bruce 
MVPs Ashton, Lee (RIP), James, 
Kirby (TH4) 

Tiggers toppled in home-
run derby 
Thunder III 3 0 9 3 4 5 4 28 
Tiggers 2 8 2 0 0 1 4 17 
Pitch 2, Umpire Simon Sharp 
THUNDER III Lewis Le Fevre (SS), Angie 
Thompson (3B), Rich Sarver (P), Laura 
Somers (LF), Dilan Bastiampillai (CL), Far-
rah Bennett (C), Marco Doria (1B), Luna 
Sanchez Palacio (2B), Joe Wright (CR), 
Georgina Pugh (TH4) (RF) 
HRs: Sarver 5, Bastiampillai 4 
TIGGERS Oli Sharpe (P), Caroline Drake 
(2B), Harry Schulte (SS), Abbey Folansbee 
(RF), Courtney Button (3B), Sandra Zlatin-
ská (LF), Conor O’Sullivan (CL), Rachael 
Andrews (1B), Aiden Peakman (CR), Becky 
Crawford (EP), Dave Wareham (EP), Erin 
Osborne (C) 
HRs: Folansbee, Sharpe 
The Tiggers just couldn’t stop 
leaking runs in this high scoring 
game against Thunder III. They 
had one big inning in the bottom 
of the 2nd but couldn’t compete 
after that as Thunder kept piling 
on the pressure. Courtney Button 
was the OBP leader, going 4 for 4, 
Oli Sharpe was best of the rest 
going 4 for 5, with a home run. 

Pets corner 

Abbey Follansbee also also went 3 
for 4 with a home run and seems to 
have put her problems transitioning 
from fastpitch to slowpitch hitting 
well behind her. In the field Harry 
Schulte showed promise at short stop 
and Abbey was the best of the out-
fielders. Overall though whilst the 
dry conditions are making fielding 
tough at the moment Tiggers  were 
well below par in this game. All the 
Tiggers would like to wish Rich Sar-
ver, who took a nasty blow to the leg 
whilst pitching, a speedy recovery.                   

DW 
MVPs Palacio, Sarver (TH3), Follansbee, 
Sharpe (TGG) 

Cops outgunned in the end 

Colt 45s 4 1 1 6 10 2 3 27 
Enforcers 3 3 1 5  8  1 3 24 
Pitch 3, Umpire Paul Fagan 
COLT 45S Roger Pedley (CR), Nicola Pugh 
(1B), Tadgh Tobin (SS), Pippa Pugh (CL), Phil 
Cosgrove (P), Atiyah Malik (2B), David Dean 
(3B), Nic Jones (C), Jamie Saul (LF), Diane 
Lyon (RF) 
HRs: NPugh, Tobin 2, Cosgrove 2, Malik  
ENFORCERS Lisa Williams (2B), Andy What-
more (CL), Louisa Gray (CR), Bryn Davies (SS), 
Hayley Gradwell (1B), Mike Duzinkewycz (3B), 
Danni Young (LF), Mike Davies (P), Natalie 
Wood (C), Jack Rains (STG)(RF)  
HRs B Davies 3 (1GS), Gradwell 2, M Davies 2 
For a ninth game in a row, the cops 
fielded a rookie in their first ever 
game! Welcome Natalie Wood from 
the rookie pool. Thanks to Linni for 
letting helping us avoid an already 
rookie-laden team playing with one 
out. Scores were even at 12-12 after 
four innings so things were looking 
up for the law-and-order brigade. 
Captain Mike Davies was left still 
waiting for that elusive first GS after a 
triple hit brought three runners home 
in the 4th. The 5th saw bounteous 
fielding errors from the cops and to 
be fair, some good hitting too from 
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We reproduce here the story of 
how our league began, as told by 
Matt O’Casey, our first presi-
dent and current Speeders cap-
tain, and Jerry Seabridge origi-
nal Maverick, now leading the 
Bats … edited versions of articles 
that first appeared in Bases 
Loaded to celebrate our 20th an-
niversary in 2012. These are fol-
lowed by some reminiscences 
from Steve Kellett and Claire 
Wakefield, two more founder 
member players. 

I f there’s one 
place that in 

years to come 
could bear a 
plaque as the 
place where it 
all started – it’s 
a hedge. The 
hedge next to 

the former Costume Museum in 
Platt Fields. One spring eve-
ning in 1992 through that hedge 
came Rory Lynch and Jonty 
Roberts. What made them stop 
was the sight of me and Jan 
Bradley standing on the same 
patch of grass that they were 
heading for. A year earlier Jan 
and I, as mates from the Man-
chester University Drama de-
partment, had started a casual 
Sunday softball game in Platt 
Fields, close to the student cor-
ridor of Oxford Rd. Every Sun-
day lunch, after drinks in the 
Welcome Inn, we would stag-
ger out of the pub and try and 
teach the game to a bunch of 
eternally confused and tipsy 
drama students, amongst 
whose number were now well-
known actors Toby Jones and 
Amelia Bullmore.  

The following year we started 
evening weekday practices and 
it was on the first evening as we 
were standing there waiting for 
numbers when through the 
hedge came Rory and Jonty 
with a what-the-fuck look on 
their faces. Our patchy collec-
tion of gloves, balls and bats 
acquired on US holidays 
marked us out as freaks to 
other park goers, but that mot-
ley kit crucially identified us as 
fellow freaks to Rory and Jonty.  

Each group had their own pas-
sionate claim to the game and 
each could not understand why 
the other had not come across 
them or heard of them. When 
the dust settled, we agreed to a 
joint practice and the beautiful 
discussion, and the league, be-
gan. 

► Continued on page 6 

Manchester softball: 29 years of growth 

I t has to be admitted that there 
is an element of estimation in 
designating this week’s 
Speeders-Bats game as num-

ber 5,000. We have very accurate 
records of all results from 1995, 
though there have been post-
ponements and forfeits and other 
games that may or may not have 
taken place. But based on the 
number of teams, and the various 
league structures we have had, 
we can be pretty sure that we will 
reach and pass 5,000 about now, 
as the top graphic shows.  

The league started officially in 
1992 with eight teams who, we 
assume, played each other twice, 
so 56 games. The league has in-
creased in size steadily (for the 
most part) and between 2015 and 
2017 we had 33 teams, the most 
ever. Recent events have of 
course interrupted that growth, as 

the second graphic shows. The 
2013 season saw the most games 
played (284) as we managed 19 
weeks’ worth of games between 
April 23rd and September 3rd, 
but in the last few (full) seasons it 
has dropped to around 250. 

5,000 games later … How did it 
all start? 

the 45s, which put the rookie 
fielders under pressure, resulting 
in a ten-run bat-around for the 
Colts. Not to be outgunned, the 
cops responded with some artil-
lery of their own with the young 
Bryn Davies showing his dad how 
it’s done with a scorching grand 
slam of his, posting eight runs to 
keep it close at 22-20. The Colts 
nudged one more run advantage 
in the 6th to make it 24-21 and 
with both sides scoring three each 
in the 7th, the deficit remained the 
same: final score of 27-24. A very 
good game enjoyed to the full by 
both teams. Enforcer Hayley 
Gradwell scored her very first 
home run in the 5th and then dou-
bled her tally in the 7th! Whilst 
Bryn Davies was once again ex-
cellent with the bat, scoring three 
homers including one slam, old 
man Davies showed there’s life in 
the old dog yet doing the cycle, 
with an extra homer, even if, as 
Davies junior was quick to point 
out, one was down to fielding er-
rors, they all still count!  

Mike Davies 
MVPs Malik, Cosgrove (COL), Grad-
well, BDavies (ENF) 



UMIST Hackers (computer scien-
tists), Rusholme Funsters (care 
workers) and Akihero Greensox 
(student landlords). 

The first season was a fantastic 
journey of discovery. The pleas-
ures and perils of playing in pub-
lic parks were unending. There 
were no marked-out diamonds, 
just throw down bases, metal 
studs, wooden and metal bats. 
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There was no internet, so it was 
all word of mouth and scrappy 
old handbooks. The next two 
years would involve lengthy, 
into the night and often shouting 
discussions of all the basic 
questions about the rules but it 
was a beginning and was driven 
by a deep, shared passion for 

5,000 games later … How did it 
start? (Continued from page 5) 

the game. Within the first year 
we developed from two clusters 
of friends to a group of teams 
who wanted to play.  

Teams were based around their 
locality or park in south Man-
chester and the players’ occu-
pations. So we had Platt Fields 
Pirates (drama and TV), Fog 
Lane Foghorns (graphic de-
sign), Whalley Rangers (artists), 
Didsbury Bats (estate agents), 

Matt O’Casey, Jan Bradley, Rory Lynch and Jonty Roberts recreate the moment the MSL was 
conceived: the famous hedge in Platt Fields (see text and A Hedge in Platt Fields, page 10) 



games as particular classics. 
Without a slaughter rule and 
proper pitch markings scores 
were often enormous. We 
played nine a side, and there 
was a shortage of women. So we 
played 6&3 in the first season 
and gradually moved to 5&4. 
There were endless discussions 
about pitching. Should we play 
slow or fast? Eventually we 
landed on my favourite ever 
rule, Mixed Ethical Pitching. If 
the batter could handle it we 
could pitch fast and flat. If not, it 
had to be slow and looped.  

Then at the height of the second 
season in ’93 we came to the 
point of no return. We heard 
about a northern softball league 
with teams from Lancs and 
Yorks who played on either side 
of the Pennines. There were two 
Manchester teams, the Runners 
and the Mavericks. And they 
were allied to a national softball 
organisation. A meeting was 
convened at the end of the ’93 

season in the upstairs room of 
the Lloyds pub in Chorlton and 
their captains were invited. It 
started at 7 and it never ended. I 
have still never seen as much 
passion in a softball meeting. But 
some sense came of it. We had 
the numbers and the passion. 
They had the structure and the 
organisation. Like a band sign-
ing to a major label, we gave in. 
But for all of us who went 
through it, the early years are 
like the demo tapes you still 
hang on to. Rough and ready 
and full of beauty and promise. 
And it never leaves you. I still 
believe in Mixed Ethical Pitch-
ing.  

Jerry Seabridge, then Mavericks 
captain, now with the Bats, takes 
over the story: 

I n the early 
1990s a 

group of 
friends had 
been playing 
something 
resembling 
softball when 
we heard 
there was a 
smattering of 
teams in the 
north—in Liverpool, in 
Skelmersdale, in Leeds and the 
British Airways team, the Ring-
way Runners—playing in an or-
ganised league, so in 1991 we 
entered a team (as yet unnamed) 
into a one-off northern tourna-
ment and subsequently the BSF 
Northern League. It had to be 
something preceded by 
“Manchester” so a word with 
“M” seemed appropriate for the 
second part. The team was 
nearly called the Magpies, but 
the choice of Mavericks pre-
vailed. 

Games in 1991 to 1993 were spo-
radic and difficult to organize. 
Then we heard that that else-

► Continued on page 8 

Hospital runs were fairly com-
mon. Bats in faces. Balls on 
heads. With metal studs al-
lowed, shins were opened up 
on slides into second.  

And then there were the 
parks. Cars had to be parked 
in Platt Fields next to the pitch 
to avoid being broken into. 
We abandoned one game af-
ter kids kept trying to nick the 
kit. Alexandra Park was 
something else. It started one 
night when play had to be 
stopped as a group of lads 
were chased around the out-
field by a park goer after his 
mobile was stolen. And then 
there was the night we actu-
ally did get shot at. Admit-
tedly it was air rifles but a 
couple of lads in the trees 
started using us as target 
practice and the sound of pel-
lets pinging off the kit bags 
stopped play.  

It’s hard to remember any 

Speeders and Bats: Founder members 

J ust four of the eight teams 
that started out back in 1992 

are still together. As Matt 
O’Casey’s article (previous 
page) mentions, the originals 
were based on south Man-
chester locations. The Bats 
were (and still are) the Dids-
bury Bats. Records are based 
on the Speeders having 
started life as Fog Lane 
Foghorns though actually 
that’s a bit of a fudge, since 
they came about in 1998 as 
a result of some merging 
and splitting, also involving 
members of Matt’s original 
team, the Platt Fields Pi-
rates. The other two remain-
ing originals are the Hack-
ers, originally UMIST 
Hackers, and Greensox. 

The first recorded game be-

tween Foghorns/Speeders 
and Bats is June 7th 1995 in 
Division 2: Foghorns won 31-
21 (though they must have 
played each other in the three 
previous years), as reported 
in issue number 3 of the South 
Manchester Softball League 
Review. 
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where in Manchester a group 
of teams had emerged and 
they played on a Wednesday 
evening with a pub called the 
Lloyds in Chorlton as their 
post-match venue. One 
Wednesday evening in May 
1993 I sought them out. What I 
found simultaneously excited, 
enthused and appalled me. 
What excited me was this 
room full of people, all from 
one city, with bats, gloves and 
balls. Up to this point, as far as 
I knew, there weren’t this 
many people playing softball 
in the entire north of England. 
There were probably only 30-
40 people there but to me it 
looked like a gigantic army. 
Some even had team shirts! As 
I found out more however I 
became increasingly agi-
tated—above all, they didn’t 
play proper rules: as far as I 
was concerned there was a 
gospel set of rules, as laid out 
by the BSF, so what was all this 
nonsense about playing nine a 
side, and only three women in 
a team? What’s more, there 
seemed to be no way to find 
out the game scores or league 
standings. It all seemed glori-
ously anarchistic but without 
some organisation I couldn’t 
see how it was going to sur-
vive and prosper. So, my logic 
went something along the 
lines of “they’ve got the num-
bers, I’ve got the organisa-
tion” (looking back I can’t be-
lieve my level of arrogance) 
so I figured I’d join up, taking 
the Mavericks into this may-
hem, then work from within to 
“reform” it into a “proper” 
softball league. What I hadn’t 
appreciated, of course, was 
that the league already had its 
“founders”, people who liked 
it just the way it was, and saw 

5,000 games later … How did it 
start? (Continued from page 7) 

me as an outsider, a jumped-up 
upstart who threatened to ruin 
their creation. And they were 
right in many ways, but I wasn’t 
going to let that stop me…. 

Fortunately I had two key assets. 
Firstly, there were others in the 
league who wanted to grow it, in 
particular Matt O’Casey. Matt 
wanted to take the game out of 
the parks (where people were 
abused, occasionally shot at, had 
kit stolen etc) and to a regular 
venue. He found the University 
Sports Ground, he knew all the 
current captains, he got them to 
a meeting in his house and per-
suaded them this was the direc-
tion to go in. Without Matt I seri-
ously doubt this league would 
exist today. I could see a poten-
tial ally a mile off (and boy, did I 
need some allies!). I got close to 
Matt, let him be the voice of rea-
son: we shared a lot of common 
ground, he was the acceptable 
face of my lunatic aspirations. 
Secondly, I had the desire to put 
in some serious hard graft. I was 
happy to organise regular 
“captains’ meetings”, take the 
minutes, mail them out remem-
ber, still no internet, still no mo-
biles, still no email), collect 
scores, sort out and publish 
regular league standings etc. It 
was simple stuff really but it put 
me at the centre of things. It 
gave me access to everyone and 
slowly we made “progress”. 

The Mavericks and the Runners 
joined the then South Manches-
ter Softball League at the start of 
1994 (we had heard of people 
playing in a “north Manchester” 
league so we didn’t dare call 
ourselves the Manchester Soft-
ball League—I never actually 
saw these people playing, 
though I did once meet someone 
who claimed he organised it). 
Having no formal organisation 
structure we all met in the Lloyds 
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for a verbal punch up about the 
rules. It dawned on me that this 
wasn’t going to be as easy as I 
naively thought: there were sev-
eral people there who would 
have happily ripped my head off 
for interfering with their beauti-
ful creation. I kept a close eye on 
the exit in case I needed to do 
one. Nonetheless, SMSL had the 
numbers, and numbers beat 
rules and structure (well, on this 
occasion they did). 

From there it was a long haul, 
first to get it to ten a side (6&4) 
then a few of years later to 5&5. 
In our first year, the so-called 
treasurer (I will mention no 
names) drank his way through 
£800 of league funds in the off-
season. Matt and I had to strong-
arm him into repaying the 
money just as the University was 
threatening to sue us for non-
payment of pitch fees. We 
needed a bank account. We 
needed a constitution. We 
needed a way to collect pitch 
fees and generate funds for the 
league. We formed an Executive 
Committee and met regularly. 
Quickly, others with a greater 
talent for organisation came for-
ward to take things onwards, 
leaving me to concentrate on 
turning the Mavericks into one of 
consistently best performing 
league teams in the UK. 

Steve Kellett (Funsters, Piranhas, 
Bullfrogs, Speeders, Dodgers) 
describes 
how it all 
started for 
him: 

Summer of 
’87 or ’88? 
The word 
on the 
grapevine 
was that 



some people were organising a 
game they called ‘softball’ in 
Platt Fields park. I had played 
something called softball at 
school, with a wooden baseball 
bat and an old leather ball, a PE 
teacher hitting fly balls at a 
bunch of 5th years, so me and a 
housemate decided to go along 
and check it out. The post-match 
analysis at the Welcome pub on 
Dickenson Road was a nice part 
of the day. That's when I first 
met Jonty [Roberts]: he was 
starting a new team called the 
Rusholme Funsters, he asked 
me and Bryan [Claybrook] to 
join, so we did. At that time the 
teams were 6&3, with hardly 
anybody having a glove. It was 
normal to lend your glove (if 
you had one) to a member of the 
opposite team when you came 
in to bat. Pretty soon people 
were coming back from trips to 
the States with bags full of 
gloves and other items of kit, 
and teams soon started to get t-
shirts printed.  

After a few years of stomping on 
jumpers for bases, somebody 
sourced some proper bases, 
though it took a few more years 
for the safety base to be intro-
duced. After a few seasons of 
dodging pellets and irksome 
youths in various local parks, 
Matt O’Casey managed to get 
us playing at the relative safety 
of the University Sports Ground 
in Wythenshawe. In those early 
days the old clubhouse had a 
manager who was more than 
happy to serve us cheap beer 
and food into the night, the start 
of a continuing tradition of 
teams meeting together post-
match rather than going their 
separate ways, and, some say, a 
major strength of our league. 
Nationally the game was grow-
ing and many of our teams be-
gan to compete at tournaments 
around the country. Then in 
1996, Manchester took the 

plunge and organised its own 
tournament.  

Over the decades of MSL peo-
ple have come and gone, teams 
have formed and folded. But 
some of the original teams re-
main and the MSL now boasts 
four divisions, and some of our 
finest players have competed 
nationally overseas. As we 
reach our official MSL 5,000th 
game, it’s nice to take a mo-
ment to reflect on our roots, 
and those many good people, 
past and present, who have 
been instrumental in making 
the MSL probably the finest 
softball league in the country. 

Claire Wakefield (Whalley 
Rangers, Jammy Dodgers, Minx, 
and after a few years away, now 
Bats) was there at the start, and 
later became the league’s (and 
the country’s) first Women’s Of-
ficer.  

I fell into 
softball in 
1989 hav-
ing been 
asked to 
go down 
with my 
friend 
Clare 
Johnston for a knock-about in 
Alexandra Park in Whalley 
Range on a Sunday afternoon.   
I had loved rounders at school 
and thought, Why not?  There 
was a motley crew of mainly 
men: artists, architects, lectur-
ers and a hairdresser.  Some-
one had a wooden bat that they 
had brought back from Amer-
ica and there was a smattering 
of gloves. I loved it immedi-
ately.  

We spent many Sunday after-
noons playing in the park then 
relocating the Whalley Pub.  

I cannot remember how but we 
found another team playing in 
Fog Lane park who were 
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mainly animators who worked 
at Cosgrove Hall, home of 
Danger-mouse.   They called 
themselves the Foghorns.  We 
started to play against them in 
friendlies and named our-
selves the Whalley Rangers. 
We could bunt, there were 7 
men and 3 women, three 
players in the outfield, it was 
fantastic fun.  Many relation-
ships grew from this. One in 
particular was my best friend 
Clare who got together with a 
tall Canadian called Willard 
Kitchen, who advised her to 
use a lighter bat and to whom 
she has now been married 
since 1995, living in Canada 
with their two children. 

My memories of the Rangers-
Foghorns times are also of 
sunny afternoons followed by 
drunken evenings playing 
Risk! at Willard’s house with 
the Foghorns and much gold 
tequila: my memory of this 
time is a little hazy because of 
said fun which accompanied 
this. I can remember the ex-
citement of Willard returning 
from a trip to Canada with a 
huge order of shiny new 
gloves for us all and a number 
of wooden bats which Rory 
regularly broke with his 
hits....  

Jonty Roberts and Laurence 
Mattheson formed two more 
teams to grow the league, 
Akihero Greensox and 
Rusholme Funsters. Another 
team was formed by people 
at UMIST, the Hackers.  We 
made contact with  Platt Field 
Pirates and there we had  the 
beginnings of our league.  

The Hackers split into two 
teams, the second initially 
called Mostly Harmless, then 
Just Lust, then eventually the 
Jammy Dodgers who I played 
with from 1996 for about 22 

► Continued on page 10 



Matt O’Casey tells his version of 
the birth—or conception at 
least—of MSL in his article on 
page 5. We got four of the origi-
nals to compare notes: Rory 
Lynch (Whalley Rangers, Rene-
gades, M16s, Phoenix, Maver-
icks), Jonty Roberts (Rusholme 
Funsters, Whalley Rangers, 
Renegades, Panthers, Speed-
ers), Jan Bradley (Pirates, Rene-
gades, Mavericks, Minx) and 
Matt. 

Rory Lynch: My memory is that 
we played in 
Alexandra 
Park, and 
there were 
two teams: 
the Fog Lane 
Foghorns and 
the Whalley 
Rangers and 
we had two trophies. We 
played nine [a side], a mixed 
kind of baseball game. We had 
fast pitch … 

Jonty Roberts: Ethical Mixed 
Pitching. 

Matt O’Casey: I think that was 
later. 

Rory: But we had argumentative 
mixed pitching. It was horrible. 

We argued and argued. We 
would spend so much time ar-
guing about whether someone 
was safe or out. We were play-
ing against Didsbury, but they 
also had another group who 
played in, I think, back of 
Fletcher Moss. And they played 
40 a side, roughly. They gath-
ered, they got drunk, they had 
food. You just kept on playing 
until some team got bored, and 
then the next team went in. And 
they came down and joined us 
in Alexandra Park, and they 
were appalled by our competi-
tiveness. 

Matt: So fast forward to the eve-
ning in question [when we all 
met]. 

Rory: Well we were sitting talk-
ing about the two teams and 
Jonty said that he’d heard about 
a team that plays in Platt Fields. 
Why don’t we go and see them,  
and see if we can include them 
and get them involved in all 
this? 

Jonty: At that time you were 
thinking about putting your own 
team together: the Dada team 
[named after the Dadaist art 
movement]. 

Rory: Yes, so we arranged to 
meet here [Platt Fields] and see 
if you were here. 

Jonty: I remember that we were 
coming down 
here to meet 
up with you, 
but Rory was 
talking about 
this team that 
he was put-
ting together, 
the Dada 
team, and bringing them down 
as well. And I was going to turn 
up with some people who lived 
round here too. So  I turned up, 
saw you all playing, and for 
some reason I assumed that it 
was Rory’s Dada team. So I 
came on to the pitch and said 
“What are you doing?” and 
they said “Playing softball”, so I 
said “OK, let’s play a round 
robin” and started organizing 
it. 

Bases Loaded: What do you 
mean by “round robin”? 

Jonty: Well you have three peo-
ple batting … 

BL: Oh so not teams, just every-
one takes a turn at batting. 

Jonty: And then Rory turned up 

A Hedge in Platt Fields 
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years.  I am now a Bat and still 
playing.  

Willard was passionate about 
playing it the way he knew and 
as the league developed there 
were may heated discussions 
about going to the National 
Rules (what were they?!), 6&4 
and then finally 5&5. I also re-
member discussions about 
“Ethical Mixed Pitching” and I 
was at the now infamous meet-

5,000 games later … How did it 
start? (Continued from page 9) 

ing in the Lloyds in Chorlton 
with Matt, Jerry, Rory and 
Willard amongst others. Matt 
and Denise were late because 
they had been shot at on their 
way to the park.   

Softball has been a huge part of 
my life for 32 years, and it has 
been a privilege watching the 
league grow and develop. I 
have made so many great 
friends, spent the late 90s and 
00s at so many different tourna-
ments around the county.  I feel 
lucky to have been there right 

from the start and still be 
playing today.  I am so proud 
to have been the first 
Women’s Officer in the 
league and involved in devel-
oping women’s softball along-
side the co-ed game.    The 
standard of play today is fan-
tastic, I am slightly envious of 
the training that is now avail-
able to new players as I 
would have loved to have had 
that in my twenties.   



[men] a side … nightmare. It 
took us a long time to get to 
5&5. We went to 6&4 fairly eas-
ily. Ironically, it started off with 
a lot of women in the park, and 
then they stopped turning up, 
because they didn’t get that 
many turns at bat. We could 
have done it [5&5] right from 
the very beginning. 

Rory: When we were playing, 
we couldn’t get any women to 
come back. We could get them 
to take part, but they wouldn’t 
return the next week. We had 
lots and lots of women, but we 
never had a consistent group 
of women. We just found it 
really difficult, and we got into 
that thing where you had to 
have a team and these were 
the quotas. That’s how it 
seemed to us at the time. 

Jan: So when we were playing 
between the parks, there was 
Platt Fields, with Platt Fields 

► Continued on page 12 

with this big bag of bats and 
gloves and stuff, and said 
“What’s going on here?” and I 
said “Well I’m playing with 
your team, Rory”, and he said 
“This is not my team”. So I said 
“Well whose team is this?” 

Matt: I do remember that kind 
of uncertainty. 

Jan Bradley: I don’t think we 
could believe 
that there 
were actually 
other people 
who were 
playing it. Be-
cause we’d not 
really heard of 
softball be-
fore. We’d played various 
kinds of cricket matches and 
rounders matches, like you do. 
Then you [Matt] started talking 
to us students in the Drama de-
partment. 

Matt: Do you remember I wrote 
that “Guide to Softball”, which 
explained the rules? 

Jan: But everyone was thinking 
it was just like rounders. It was 
really bizarre because you 
would have people who would 
hold the bat with one hand, and 
then you would have some who 
would hold it like it was a 
cricket bat. They just didn’t 
quite know what to do. There 
was no training. The bats were 
wooden. They were baseball 
bats. I bought one from 
Grumpy, the Greater Manches-
ter Play Resources Unit, and it 
lasted about ten minutes. Also 
one of the bats we had was 
something stupid like 35oz. We 
just thought it was completely 
normal. But now I bat with a 25, 
and we had been playing with a 
35oz wooden bat. 

Jonty: They were completely 
random weren’t they? In fact I 
remember I got a friend of 
mine to make a bat that had a 

circumference about the width 
of a tree. With a flat side. There 
were no rules. 

Matt: I remem-
ber you turning 
up with that. 

Jan: So how did 
we get the 
rules then? 

Rory: I used to play softball at 
school, and we played accord-
ing to rules. I knew the rules. 
But when we started playing 
with Willard [Kitchen] he had 
this kind of obsession with base-
ball, so we played a kind of 
weird amalgamation.  

Jan: We started off playing 6&3. 
Then you’d have all these 
women sat on the sidelines 
when the actual game started. 
We had been playing quite col-
lectively: anyone who turned 
up, it didn’t matter how many 
men or women you had in the 
field. And then as soon as the 
rules got introduced it was 7 
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Pirates and Rusholme Funsters. 

Jonty: Well we had three teams. 
And we needed four teams to 
have a proper kind of league. I 
was walking down Dickenson 
Road with Laurence [Matheson] 
saying “We’ve got three teams 
here, but we need four teams.” 
I said “Loz we’re going to have 
to split up: you’re going to have 
to have a team, and I’ll have a 
team. And then we’ll have four 
teams. We’ll have a league.” So 
Laurence said “OK, I’m going 
to call the team the Greensox. 
And his confirmation name was 
Akihero, so he said “Right, it’s 
going to be the Akihero Green-
sox”. And then we had four 
teams. 

Jan: Do you remember the park 
police turning up? They used to 
say that we couldn’t use a hard 
ball. It wasn’t allowed in Man-
chester parks: it was danger-
ous. 

Rory: We used to get shot at in 
Alexandra Park. 

Jan: I played in Alex Park 
against you and remember the 
bloomin’ air rifles. I remember 
that really well. I thought “I’m 
not going there again, I’ve got a 
small child”. 

Matt: That was the motivation to 
go down to Wythenshawe. To 
find a proper dedicated 
ground. There were two places 
that I looked at. One was at the 
end of Hardy Lane, and it was 
just flooded all the time. And 
then I found Wythenshawe. And 
that was the answer. 

Rory: The reason we started 
playing softball was to meet 
people, originally. Mick Olliz 
said “I’ve got this bat, I’ve got 
this ball, I’ve got this glove. 
Let’s go down the park.” And 
he arranged it for us and we all 

A Hedge in Platt Fields
(Continued from page 11) 
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went down and met. We had 
about 40 people and just one 
bat, one ball, one glove. And 
we played. And Mick being 
Mick – he’s quite eccentric – 
just disappeared after that. But 
it was set up originally as a 
way of meeting people and it 
was brilliantly successful.  

Jan: Whereas ours was a 
group of friends from univer-
sity who were playing. Then 
as people left university and 
went to the Beeb and else-
where, then it just kind of 
turned into playing a bit of 
sport, having a bit of a knock-
about in a different game.  

Rory: Mick did that one, and 
never came back. He left us all 
the stuff. I met Claire 
[Wakefield] and Little Clare 
[Johnston] through a date that I 
had so I then invited them cos 
they lived just round the cor-
ner. And it just went like that: 
every week it got bigger and 
bigger, more and more peo-
ple, and it was very successful 
at doing what it was supposed 
to do.  

Jan: We 
used to play 
the finals in 
Longford 
Park, didn’t 
we? It was 
also in Long-
ford Park 
that I used to 
train. There 
were four 
trees that 
were basi-
cally the 
same dis-
tance as the 
bases, and 
we used to 
run round 
the trees for 
training. I 
still see them 
when I walk 

the dog: they’re still there. 

Jonty: We used to think there 
was a North Manchester 
League. 

Jan: There never was. I was liv-
ing in the north at the time be-
cause I tried to change the ven-
ues at one point. While we were 
looking at Wythenshawe I was 
also looking at Heaton Park but 
it wasn’t quite flat enough. 

The conversation continued for 
quite some time, but we will save 
the rest for another issue: after-
match watering holes and unpaid 
tabs, horrific injuries—mainly to 
Rory, and “all the salacious bits”. 

 

A team made up of players from the early years of 
MSL played against (and lost to) a team of newer 
players as part of the 20th anniversary celebra-
tions in 2012. Back row L to R: Karl Pilkington, 
Uric Nartey, Mark Sanders, Matt O’Casey, Steve 
Kellett, Pete Nightingale, Rory Lynch, Krista Wil-
liams, Bev Hurren, Vicky Green; front row: Harry 
Somers, Jan Bradley,  Claire Wakefield, Wendell 
Jones. 
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Softball terminology illustrated 

Solution: Fielder’s choice 

T his Thursday is the last 
chance to sign up for  
the 17th Alex Hall tour-
nament, scheduled for 

Saturday July 10th at Parrswood. 
Organizer Mike Connolly will be 
sorting out the teams this week-
end, and they will be featured in 
next week’s Bases Loaded, giv-
ing you all a week to prepare 
your coloured picnics and fancy 
dress costumes. 

As many readers will know, the 
tournament is a one-day event to 
raise money for the Christie Hos-
pital and for many is the high-
light of 
the soft-
ball cal-
endar. 
You en-
ter as an 
individ-
ual, and 
a team t-
shirt is 
included 
in the 
entry 
fee. 
Among 
the playing rules that are unique 
to the Alex Hall is the ability to 
buy (for charity of course) a 
joker to undo the result of the 
previous play. Buy back that 
double play, or pay up for a sec-
ond opportunity to hit a grand 
slam homer. 

Please contact Mike on Face-
book, phone or message 07972 
646775 or email alexhall2019 @ 
aol.com, as soon as possible, but 
in any case by JULY 1ST at the 
VERY LATEST. Payment can be 
made via bank transfer, PayPal 
or cash (Mike plays for Seagulls 
on Tuesdays). Details are on the 
application form or can be ob-
tained direct from Mike.   

Alex Hall tournament—
last chance to sign up 5,000th Game Quiz 

No prizes—just a bit of fun. All the answers are somewhere on 
the MSL’s website. 

1. What is the most played fixture in MSL history? 

2. How many different teams have been champions? 

3. The biggest winning margin in MSL history is 63 runs, 
achieved on two separate occasions by the Mavericks. 
Against which two teams? 

4. The highest aggregate score in a game is 88, in June 2009. 
This game is also responsible for several other MSL re-
cords. Between which two teams? 

5. Several teams have had perfect seasons, winning all their 
games. But which team had the most perfect season in MSL 
history, with 20 wins? 

6. Who in 1998 achieved the league’s biggest shutout by     
53-0, and against which short-lived team? 

7. You probably know that Mavericks have won the most ti-
tles, but which team has been runner-up most often? 

8. Who were the first team to win the Division 5 title (in 
2017)? 

9. Who were the last team to win the Playoff Division? 

10. Which of the following are local rules, different from the 
official rules of softball? (a) Courtesy runner (b) Playing 
one short (c) Player may arrive after the game has started 
(d) Forfeit is scored as 20-0. 

Answers next week. 



BND Janine Hickey (LF), Nacho Sánchez (EP) 
BAT Claire Wakefield (1B), Alex Bates (CR) 
CAM Charlene Christofi (3B), Adam Hugill (SS) 
CM2 Jen Douglas (2B), Chris Drayton (P) 
COL Atiyah Malik (2B), Phil Cosgrove (P) 
DOD Tash Miotk (2B), Steve Kellett (P) 
ENF Hayley Gradwell (1B), Bryn Davies (SS) 
FRZ Emma Ashby (2B), Jono Wrigley (CL) 
GRX Vicky Green (CL), Thomas Russell (SS) 
HAC Isla Gemmill (RF), Charlie Whalley (P) 
MRD Maz Yung (P), Sam Whatmore (CL) 
MAV Madeleine Gresty (CL), Adam Cole (Sub) 
MHM rested 
MKT Alyssa Jones (TIG) (LF), Darren Shaw (CL) 
RIP Mandy Ashton (1B), Carlos Lee (2B) 
SGL Laura Howarth (CL), Alex Wardle (CR) 
SHA Hayley Broadbent (1B), Stevie Kidd (CR) 
SPE Christine Hunter (1B), Adam Barnish (3B) 
STG Conny Batho (RF), Nick Simms (LF) 
SWI  Rhianne Boag (2B), Sam Webb (1B) 
TDS Katie Jessop (3B), Jonny Huck (C) 
THU Kim Hannessen (LF), Dave Warren (TH2) (P) 
TH2 Emma Miller (2B), Andrew Bogie (SS) 
TH3 Luna Sanchez Palacio (2B), Rich Sarver (P) 
TH4 Bryony James (P), Phil Kirby (SS) 
TIG Alyssa Jones (CL), Ed Covington (SS) 
TGG Abbey Follansbee (RF), Oli Sharpe (P) 
TTN Kate Winfield (1B), Luke Nelson (SS) 

Page 14 Bases Loaded 

* grand slam 

Division 1 female 

2 – Nic Duerden (LIO), Katie Jessop (TDS) 
1 – Sophie Addison (TDS), Tanya Lochery (GRX), 
Natalie Leyland (TDS), Linni Mitchell (MHM), Vic 
O’Farrell (GRX), Jade Shaw (LIO)  

Division 1 male 

8 – Paul Colton (DOD) 
6 – Chris Fulton (LIO) 
5 – Rory Gibson (MKT), Ross Maskell (LIO) 
4 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Dan Downes (TDS), Mike 
Gaskell (TDS), Adam Hugill (CAM), Benkei Johnson 
(LIO), Tom Munro (MHM), Pete Nightingale* (MAV) 
3 – Andy Lott (CAM), Tom Russell (GRX), Simon 
Sharp (MKT) 
2 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), Lubomir Durisin (MAV), David 
Dyson (DOD), Josh Edwards (THU), Gareth Evans (CAM), 
Jeivo Gomez (DOD), Joe Grantham* (THU), Matt Green 
(CAM), Kris Hadwin (THU), Jonny Huck (TDS), Colin McKie 
(CAM), Mark Sanders (GRX), Jack Scholes (GRX), Shane 
Sharp (TDS), Darren Shaw (MKT), Ed Watkinson (LIO) 
1 – Luis Almeida (MHM), Nathan Barratt (MHM), Matt Bell 
(TDS), Ian Blease (MAV), Craig Brookes (TDS), Alfonso 
Carlino (MHM), Adam Cole (MAV),  Jordan Colton (MHM), 
Amilcar Gomez (MHM), Chris Gresty (MAV), Brad Hadwin 
(TDS), Simon Hepburn (DOD), Steve Howard (LIO), Lee 
Kendrick-Walker (LIO), Luke Martin (TDS), Laurence Pear-
main (MAV)  

Divisions 2 female  

3 – Becci Wadeson (TH2) 
1 – Su O’Brien (BAT), Bailey Saunders (MRD)  

Division 2 male 

9 – Adam Barnish*** (SPE) 
7 – Adam Faloona (SPE) 
6 – Darren Corner* (HAC), Stevie Kidd (SHA) 
5 – Alex Bates (BAT) 
4 – Sam Baker (TTN), Steve Bartlett (TH2), James 
Warren (TH2) 
3 -Andrew Bogie (TH2), Sam Whatmore (MRD), 
James Wooderson (CM2)  
2 – Jeremy Fothergill (SPE), Mike Hulme* (SHA), Rich 
Jameson (SHA), Daniel O’Brien (TTN) 
1 – Luke Bastin (TH2), Richard Goar (MRD), Craig Lawson 
(CM2), Ian Mills (HAC), Luke Nelson (TTN), Leo Pearn 
(CM2), Sean Rafter (HAC), Stephen Shearer (SHA), Jon 
Taylor (TH2), Chris Thompson (MRD), James Wright (SHA)    

Divisions 3/4 female  

2 – Hayley Gradwell (ENF) (pictured) 
1 – Mandy Ashton (RIP), Lauren Birch 
(BND), Abbey Follansbee (TGG), Cassie 
Gradwell (ENF), Janine Hickey (BND), 
Alyssa Jones (TIG), Martine Knight* (FRZ), 
Chloë Llewellyn (BND), Atiyah Malik 
(COL), Em Park (SWI), Nikki Pugh (COL)  

 

Home runs 

Last week’s MVPs 

Divisions 3/4 male  

10 – Ross Birch* (BND), Mario Rueda* (COL) 
9 – Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3), Richard Sarver (TH3) 
8 – Bryn Davies* (ENF),  Jason Kneen (BND) 
7 – Carl Emsley (SGL), Ben Leeks (SWI), Mike Mia (FRZ) 
6 – Darren Bamford (FRZ), Johan Lemmers (TH4), Liam 
Morrison* (BND) 
5 – Ed Covington* (TIG), James Wright (TIG)  
4 – Phil Cosgrove (COL), Mike Davies (ENF), Pete 
O’Hare (BND), Joe Regan* (SWI), Ollie Sharp (TGG), 
Tadgh Tobin (COL) 
3 – Mike Connolly (SGL), Chris Frost* (FRZ), Sam 
Humphries (SWI), Matt Langford (RIP), Antoon Lemmers 
(TH4), Chris Radford (SGL), Richard Thompson (TIG), 
Jono Wrigley** (FRZ) 
2 – Dave Grice* (SGL), Anthony Henderson (RIP), Adam 
Hoysted (STG), Charlie Hughes (TH3),  Phil Kirby (TH4), Matt 
Lyons (TGG), Josh Normie* (STG), Nacho Sánchez (BND), 
Conor Wilcock (RIP) 
1 – Steve Beddows (TIG), Al Bruce (RIP), Tomm Childs (TH3), 
Dave Dean (COL), Richard Fox (STG), Kieran Heavan (SWI), 
Scott Humphrey (RIP), Arthur Hung (SGL), Stéphane Karayannis 
(RIP), Carlos Lee (RIP), Lee McCarthy (COL), Conor O’Sullivan 
(TGG), Simon Ronksley* (COL),  Jamie Saul (COL), Lee Scam-
bler (STG), Harry Schulte (TGG),  James Tanner (SGL), Mat Tan-
ner (TH4), Alex Wardle (SGL)   



Division 1 
The second rotation begins 
with the return fixtures from 
week 2, May 5th. Note that, for 
the month of July, Division 1 
games are back at Wythen-
shaw. 

Jammy Dodgers @ Green-
sox (E) Sox won 12-7 and 
lead 47-13 in this 60-game 
history. 

Lions @ Travelling Dodg-
ers (C) Lions won their first 
ever meeting 23-0 in 4 in-
nings. 

Mayhem @ Camels (D) 
Camels won 24-18, only their 
second win in eight official 
meetings (third in nine in-
cluding last year). 

Meerkats @ Mavericks (B) 
Mavs won 29-16 , their fifth 
win in five meetings. 

Thunder rest  

Division 2 
This week’s schedule has the 
return fixtures from week 4, 
May 19th. Division 2 are back 
at Parrswood (except for one 
game each week) for the rest 
of the month. 

Bats @ Camels II (6) Cam-
els won 13-4, a ninth win in 
ten meetings overall. 

Sharks @ Speeders (F) 
Sharks won 28-21 to take a 6-
5 lead in all meetings. 

Thunder II @ Marauders 
(8) Marauders won 30-8 in 4 
innings, including a 21-run 
triple bat-around in the 4th 
that the rumblers will want to 
forget. This was their first 
meeting for five years, and 
only their third ever: Ma-
rauders lead 2-1. 

Titans @ Hackers (7) Titans 
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Next week’s fixtures 

Guest appearances 

won 11-9, their first win at a 
fifth attempt. 

Division 3/4 
This is the final round of the 
combined division. After next 
week’s games, the division 
splits into top six and with the 
addition of a new team, Man-
chester Raiders, bottom seven. 
All results from the first rota-
tion are carried forward. 

Bandidos @ Colt 45s (7) Last 
meeting 23 July 2019, Bandi-
dos won 17-2 (6 inns) to make 
it 2-0 in all meetings. 

Enforcers @ Swingers (6) 
Only previous meeting 11 
June 2019, Enforcers won 28-5 
in 3½ innings. 

Freeze @ Rippers (4) Last 
meeting 25 June 2019, Freeze 
won 21-8, their first win at a 
fourth attempt. 

Thunder III @ Seagulls (2) 
First ever meeting. 

Tigers @ Thunder IV (3) 
Only previous meeting  11 
June 2019, Tiggers, as they 
were then, won 18-15. 

Tiggers @ Stingers (1) First 
ever meeting. 

Division 3/4 
Bandidos 3 5 4 12 4 28 
Stingers 0 3 0  3  0 6 
RAR, Pitch 8, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HRs: BND Janine Hickey, Ross Birch, Jason 
Kneen 
 
Colt 45s 4 1 1 6 10 2 3 27 
Enforcers 3 3 1 5  8  1 3 24 
Pitch 3, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: COL Nikki Pugh, Tadgh Tobin 2, Phil 
Cosgrove 2, Atiyah Malik; ENF Bryn Davies 
3 (1GS), Hayley Gradwell 2, Mike Davies 2 
 
Rippers 3 0 0 2 1 5 1 12 
Thunder IV 2 3 8 3 1 2 x 19 
Pitch 4, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: RIP Mandy Ashton, Matt Langford; TH4 
Johan Lemmers, Phil Kirby 
 
Swingers 3 7 3 0 5 0 2 20 
Freeze 4 7 3 5 2 4 x 25 
Pitch 7, Umpire Fliss Fagan 
HRs: SWI Joe Regan (GS); FRZ Darren 
Bamford, Mike Mia, Jono Wrigley, Martine 
Knight (GS) 
 
Thunder III 3 0 9 3 4 5 4 28 
Tiggers 2 8 2 0 0 1 4 17 
Pitch 2, Umpire Simon Sharp 
HRs: TH3 Richard Sarver 5, Dilan Bastiampil-
lai 4; TGG Abbey Folansbee, Oli Sharpe 
 
Tigers 2 4 8 13 27 
Seagulls 0 0 0  2 2 
RAR, Pitch 1, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: TIG Ed Covington, James Wright, Rich 
Thompson 

Results (Continued from page 16) 

UP (1st appearance unless stated) 
Ross Birch (BND) for Bats 
Ed Covington (TIG) for Titans 
Arthur Hung (SGL) for Bats 
Alyssa Jones (TIG) for Meerkats 
Stéphane Karayannis (RIP) for Ma-
rauders 
Matt Lyons (TGG) for Tigers 
Georgina Pugh (TH4) for Thunder III  
Jack Rains (STG) for Enforcers  
Holly Smith (TIG) for Speeders 
(3rd) 
Gemma Wallace (FRZ) for Maraud-
ers  
Dave Warren (TH2) for Thunder 
(2nd) 

DOWN/SAME 
Emma Carruthers (MAV) for Dodgers 
Jeremy Fothergill (SPE) for Tigers 
Zoe Le Roux (MHM) for Dodgers 
Linnie Mitchell (MHM) for Dodgers 

Transfer 

Ashley Swaby, Seagulls to Thunder II 



Results and Standings  

Division 1 
 

Camels 2 7 3 2 3 1 7 25 
Meerkats 2 2 3 3 5 0 0 15 
Pitch F, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: CAM Adam Hugill, Colin McKie, 
Matty Green; MKT Darren Shaw, Rory 
Gibson 
 
Greensox 3 6 5 5 0 5 1 25 
Lions 5 0 0 2 3 0 4 14 
Pitch 8, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: GRX Mark Sanders, Vic O’Farrell; 
LIO Ross Maskell, Stephen Howard 
 
Mavericks 0 1 2 0 4 4 11 
T Dodgers 2 8 6 5 0 5 26 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs: TDS Jonny Huck 2, Craig Brookes, 
Mike Gaskell 2, Luke Martin, Natalie Ley-
land 
 
Thunder 2 0 3 6 0 1 1 13 
J Dodgers 0 0 4 2 0 5 0 11 
Pitch 7, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HR: DOD Paul Colton 
 

Division 2 
 

Bats 1 3 6 1 0 2 1 14 
Marauders 3 3 2 1 4 3 x 16 
Pitch C, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: BAT Ross Birch (BND) 2, Alex 
Bates 
 
Camels II 4 7 1 3 0  1  1 17 
Speeders 2 5 2 2 0 14 x 25 
Pitch E, Umpire Dave Dean 
HRs: SPE Adam Barnish 2, Adam Fa-
loona 2 
 
Sharks 0 5 2 7 6 2 4 26 
Titans 0 5 2 1 1 0 3 12 
Pitch B, Umpire Dave Wareham 
HRs: SHA Adam Stevie Kidd 3; TTN Sam 
Baker 
 
Thunder II 0 1 1 10 2 0 1 15 
Hackers 0 3 0  0  2 0 7 12 
Pitch D, Umpire Harry Somers 
HRs: TH2 Andrew Bogie, Steve Bartlett; 
HAC Darren Corner 2 (1GS) 
 
Correction: In last week’s box scores an editing 
error meant the wrong total was given in the 
Thunder II-Bats game. All other details were 
correct. One-point deduction for the Editor. 

► Continued on page 15 

Played June 22/23 Standings 

 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

▲ Thunder 8 6 0 2 0 123 96 .833 – 

▲ Greensox  8 6 0 2 0 127 103 .833 – 

▼ Lions 8 6 0 2 0 169 119 .833 – 

► Mavericks 8 5 0 3 0 123 123 .750 1 

► Mayhem 8 4 0 4 0 124 108 .667 2 

► Trav Dodgers* 8 4 0 4 0 117 127 .625 2⅓ 

► Camels 8 3 0 5 0 119 136 .583 3 

► Jammy Dodgers 8 1 0 7 0 95 115 .417 5 

► Meerkats 8 1 0 7 0 125 195 .417 5 

* deducted 1 point for RTP breach 

Division 2  
► Sharks 8 6 0 2 0 161 93 .833 – 

► Speeders 8 5 1 2 0 178 149 .792 ½ 

▲ Marauders 8 5 0 3 0 140 110 .750 1 

▲ Thunder II 8 5 0 3 0 116 113 .750 1 

▼Titans 8 4 0 4 0 140 146 .667 2 

► Hackers 8 3 0 5 0 83 120 .583 3 

► Camels II 8 2 1 5 0 116 136 .542 3½ 

► Bats 8 1 0 7 0 96 163 .417 5 

Division 3/4 

► Tigers                ↑ 9 9 0 0 0 201 97 1.000 – 

► Bandidos          ↑ 9 8 0 1 0 190 74 .926 1 

► Freeze 9 6 0 3 0 141 136 .778 3 

► Thunder III + 9 6 0 3 0 160 129 .741 3⅓ 

► Stingers 9 5 0 4 0 134 151 .704 4 

► Colt 45s + 9 5 0 4 0 154 160 .667 4⅓ 

▲ Thunder IV 9 4 0 5 0 126 154 .630 5 

▼ Seagulls + 9 4 0 5 0 159 181 .593 5⅓ 

► Tiggers + 9 3 0 6 0 106 119 .519 6⅓ 

► Swingers 9 2 0 7 0 141 181 .481 7 

► Enforcers          ↓ 9 1 0 7 1 111 188 .370 8⅓ 

► Rippers *           ↓ 9 1 0 8 0 113 166 .370 8⅓ 

Enforcers above Rippers on head-to-heads; 
+ deducted 1 point for scoresheet error; * deducted 1 point for RTP breach 


