
P erhaps you 
never really be-
lieved it would 
happen, but 

here we are at the start 
of a—more or less—
normal full season of 
softball.  

Of course it is not quite 
normal, as there are a 
number of extra rules 
and precautions in 
place—at least in the be-
ginning—in line with the 
BSF/BSUK Return to Play 
(RTP) protocols, which 
every player, umpire 
and other person attend-
ing the games needs to 
be familiar with. The 
main changes that affect 

Greetings from our new League Head 

I  would like to wel-
come you all back to 
the MSL for 2021. We 
have nearly a full 

line up of teams back 
playing this season, with 
three teams not com-
peting due to 
COVID-19 and the 
impact it has had 
over the last year. 
We say farewell (or 
maybe au revoir) 
to Mavs 2, Base 
Invaders, Bar-
flies, Aces and 
Blue Jays, but 

Welcome back to (almost) normal 
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This week’s  
fixtures 

Note: Pitches at Wythen-
shawe have been re-
named with letters B to F. 
Numbered pitches are 
always at Parrswood.  

Streaks are carried over 
from 2019! 

Division 1  

DOD 3W @ CAM 3L (E, AG) 

LIO 3W @ MAV 1L (C, IC) 

MHM 2L @ THU 2W (D, DD) 

MKT 1W @ GRX 3W (B, MD) 

TDS rest 

Division 2 

BAT 1W @ TTN 1L (F, HS) 

CM2 1L @ MRD 1W (7, JC) 

HAC 3W @ SPE 1W (8, AH) 

SHA 1L @ TH2 15W (6, PF) 

Division 3/4 

COL 5L @ TH3 1W (1, SS) 

ENF 1W @ BND 2W (3, MG) 

SGL @ TGG (8, JC)  

STG 2L @ RIP 4W (6, LA) 

TH4 1L @ SWI 14L (4, IC) 

TIG 2L @ FRZ 1L (2, DD) 

and Manchester Aces, 
whose first and so far 
only season was last 
year’s min-league. 

But we have some new 
teams as well. 2019’s 
Division 2 champion 
Tigers have split, with 
those team members 
wishing to play in the 
top division rebranding 
as the Travelling 
Dodgers; the remain-
der join the Division 3 
Tiggers and reclaim the 
Tigers’ name, with a 
new Tiggers team join-
ing Division 4. It’s a bit 
of a nightmare for the 

►Continued on page 2 

hello to a new Tiggers 
team and the Sefton Sea-
gulls as mentioned 
above. 

There has been lots go-
ing on behind the 

scenes to get the 
season started 
on time: the 
situation with 
the former Uni-
versity Sports 

Ground 
(USG) is 
explained 
elsewhere: 
with only 

five fields and one 
member of staff at 
Wythenshawe we are 
grateful to Parrswood 
for coming to the res-
cue to allow us to host 
some Div1/2 games on 
a Wednesday night. 

We managed in 2020 to 
hold a BASU course and 
we will see some new 
faces umpiring league 
games this season. 

Due to the late return of 
softball and with RTP in 

►Continued on page 2 



league historians and statisti-
cians, but all totally in compli-
ance with the league’s rules on 
such matters. 

The other new team are the 
Southport Seagulls, already es-
tablished in the Sefton league, 
and joining the Sharks on the 
weekly trek along the M62, on 
top of their Monday night com-
mitments on Merseyside. This is 
a rookie team with most players 
having at best two years’ experi-
ence, most less than that.  

The loss of teams, including the 
Vipers just before the end of the 
2019 season, means that Division 
3 is reduced to five teams, with 
seven in Division 4. To address 
the loss of fixtures and risk of a 
repetitious fixture schedule that 
these reduced numbers entail, 
the Captains voted in an online 
poll for an unusual league struc-

Welcome back to (almost) normal 
(Continued from page 1) 

ture in which Divisions 3 and 4 
are initially combined in one 
12-team maxi-league, and then 
split into two divisions for a sec-
ond set of games. For the pur-
poses of the guest rules, games 
are being described as  “inter-
divisional” (so Division 1 play-
ers can play as guests only in 
games between two Div 3 
teams), a format last seen in 
2005, though it is effectively a 
single combined division. 

With the usual promotion / 
relegation regime of “two up 
two down”, one effect of this is 
that a team could in theory be-
gin the season notionally in Di-
vision 4, and end up promoted 
to Division 2, spending only six 
weeks in Division 3. If this 
seems like a too precipitous 
climb, consider that for a team 
to find itself in that position, it 
will have won maybe three 
quarters of its 16-game season, 
ten of these against  Division 3-
quality teams. 
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Birthdays 
Week beginning April 26th 
(Taurus) 

Monday Jack Scholes 
(Greensox) 

Tuesday Jacqueline Ng 
(Camels), Johnny Creelman 
(umpire) 

Thursday Tom Munro 
(Mayhem) 

Saturday Alessandra Carlino 
(Mayhem), Mathew Green 
(Camels), Angela Johnston 
(Colt 45s) 

Bases Loaded 

From the archives 

he was right. Later on how-
ever, problems with the sun, 
directly in pitchers’ and short 
stops’ eyes, and the deteriorat-
ing surface meant that the pitch 
was eventually abandoned—
can we say with valuable les-
sons learned?—and is now al-

On this date 
(27/28 
April) …. 

The 2010 
season was 
already into 
its second 
week, as the  
Review, as it 
was still 
called, ex-
citedly re-
ported on 
the first 
game 
played on our new dirt pitch 
(pictured), in which Greensox 
beat Lions 18-17. First reactions 
were very positive: “It looks 
good… [with] people driving 
down the road seeing that, we’re 
going to get a lot more interest in 
softball”, said Adam Roberts, and 

most completely overgrown. 

28th April 1999 was the earliest 
MSL had ever started its season, 
with the Mavericks defending 
their title in a never-to-be-
repeated league structure 
which saw the top division di-
vided, baseball-style, into two 
conferences, the winners of 
which, eventually the Mavs and 
their then arch-rival Renegades, 
met in a one-game play-off to 
decide the title. The Renegades 
won, securing their first and 
only league title. 

place, we had to cancel First-
ball but this will be replaced 
by a Lastball tournament on 
11/12th September. 

Furthermore Mike Connelly is 
organising the Alex Hall Tour-
nament in July; this is a fun 
tournament to enter individu-
ally for a great cause. All pro-
ceeds will go to Cancer Re-
search. 

Finally please remember to 
play safe and stay safe follow-
ing the RTP. Let’s have a fun 
and competitive 2021 season. 

Paul Fagan 

Greetings from our new League 
Head  (Continued from page 1 



New Exec members and new uniform rule 

T HE ongoing pandemic 
situation gave MSL cap-
tains a new experience 
last month when the 

long-awaited AGM and pre-
season captains’ meeting was 
held online. Perhaps many of us 
have got used to Zoom meetings 
over the last year, but this was 
definitely a first for MSL. 

Starting with the AGM, expertly 
chaired by Matt Fairweather 
(tradition—as well as the Con-
stitution—demands that it be 
chaired by someone not on the 
Exec), the main business was a 
final League Head’s report by 
Dave Dean, stepping away from 
the Exec after some ten years’ 
service in various posts. Unfor-
tunately, this was dominated by 
the story of the League’s finan-
cial position, to which we will no 
doubt return in another issue. 

Then came the happier task of 
electing a new Exec for this 
year. Dave Dean is replaced by 
Paul Fagan as the new League 
Head. Re-elected were the Sec-
retary (Harry Somers), Umpire-
in-chief (Ian Caird), Tourna-
ments (Mike Goff) and Coach-
ing (Linni Mitchell). New to 
the Exec since last year 
are Dave Wareham 
(Treasurer), Al Bruce 
(Communications), 
Martine Knight 
(Fixtures), NJ Dyson 
(Socials), and Jonny 
Huck and Rachael 
Shkurko (Recruit-
ment) and, in a newly 
created post for these 
modern times, Dan 
Downes (Welfare and 
hopefully for not too 
long, League COVID 
Officer). The first two 
of those had actually 
stepped up to the plate 
a few months ago to 

take over vacated posts, but 
their place on the Exec was 
duly confirmed by the AGM. 

This may well be the biggest 
shake up, in terms of new 
membership, that the Exec 
has had for many a long year. 
It is hoped that over the com-
ing weeks, Exec members 
will introduce themselves to 
you through these pages, and 
talk about their respective 
roles. 

New uniform rule 
There are a few new rules, 
actually voted in at the end of 
2019, that captains 
will know about,  
but one which af-
fects all players is 
the new uniform 
rule. 

It was agreed at the 
end of 2019 to gradually 
bring in rules requiring all 
players to wear the same kit, 
but these will be introduced 
slowly over the next few 
years, start-
ing with a 
voluntary 

rule requesting all players to 
wear essentially the same colour. 
Umpires will be permitted to ask 
any players whose shirt causes a 
colour clash with the opposi-
tion—as illustrated here—to 
change their top. This year there 
will be no penalty for not wearing 
uniform, and we will review the 
situation at the end of the season, 
and discuss how strict the rules 
should be and how to enforce 
them. Issues such as teams whose 
uniforms are similar playing each 
other, and what to do in wet 
weather may arise. But the ques-
tion of guests is also sure to be 
put, and the answer is that when 

teams get new uniforms, 
they will be well advised 
to have a couple of 
spares made. But for the 
meantime, just a T-shirt 
of the same colour will 
suffice … not too much 

of an imposition on anyone, espe-
cially when you consider how 
many of our teams play in black, 
navy or some primary colour. 

Volume 27, Issue 1 Page 3 

Umpires will be 
permitted to ask 

players whose shirt 
causes a colour 
clash to change 

Runners wearing the same colour as the fielders can be confusing for 
the fielders as well as the umpire. 



L ast weekend, BaseballSoftballUK 
staff helped relaunch softball in our 
area with the long-awaited return 
of the North West Softball Series.  

The weather didn’t disappoint, with two 
beautiful sunny days, allowing for 17 teams 
to compete across exactly 50 softball 
games—all while working on a suntan! 

BSUK staff had to plan the first post-lockdown 
tournament down to the finest detail, in line 
with the Return to Play (RTP) plan. With 
plenty of safety regulations 
in place, captains ensured 
that all players were famil-
iar with the RTP guidance: 
players completing an opt-
in form beforehand, cap-
tains bringing a list of play-
ers for the day, dugout ar-
eas being reserved only for 
teams playing and plenty 
of space for teams to re-
main socially distanced 
from each other when not 
playing. Each team were 
issued with their own set of 
softballs for the whole day 
and there were disinfectant 
stations in every dugout. 

Teams for the weekend 
came from all over including Nottingham, 
Liverpool, Leeds and, of course, Manchester. 

Saturday’s competition was for Rec-level 
teams, while Sunday was an open Comp 
tournament.  

On Saturday, seven Rec teams 
played a round-robin of six games 
before first- and second-placed 
teams met again in the Final, 
while third and fourth decided 
who was going to take home the bronze 
medal.  

Southport Seagulls ended the round-robin 
stage in first place, but were overcome in the 

final by Mayhem 
Freeze. Yorkshire 
Dales beat Thunder in 
the 3rd-place play-off. 

On Sunday, ten Comp-level 
teams were split into two 
groups of five, with the first- 
and second-placed teams in 
each group qualifying for the 
semi-finals. 

Thunder won the final against a very strong 

Mayhem team, and the Meerkats took third 
place. 

Luis Arrevillagas, North West Development 
Manager for BSUK, said, “We’re so happy to 

have finally and successfully 
delivered a weekend of soft-
ball to the playing community 
again. Everyone was itching 
to play and we knew this -- the 
challenge was to make sure 

we carried out the event with safety meas-
ures in place. We’re thrilled that we 
achieved this and the feedback has been 
very positive!” 
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Freeze and Thunder win as sunshine marks  
long-awaited return of softball 

Text: Linni Mitchell 

Photos: BSUK 

“Everyone was itching to play … 
the challenge was to make sure 

we had safety  measures in 
place” -— Luis Arrevillagas 

Stingers pitcher Chloe Patient is well protected, not only against COVID! 



BSUK Coach Linni Mitchell added, “We 
really couldn’t have asked for a better 
weekend to host our first tournament since 
the COVID-19 outbreak in the UK. We were 
greeted with sunshine and blue skies in 
Manchester, and it was fantastic to see 17 
teams sign up to play over the weekend. 
Thanks to all the captains who made sure 
that everyone followed RTP protocols and 
got their teams together again! Everyone I 
spoke to was full of appreciation that they 
had a tourna-
ment to play, 
and the 
weather en-
hanced every-
one’s feelings 
of joy and ex-
citement that 
they were 
able to be out 
on the dia-
mond again. 
We’re now 
even more 
hopeful that 
NWS2 will be 

as successful—or 
more—than NWS1 
was!” 

With players getting 
back out on the field 
for the first time in a 
while—for some, the 
first time in almost two 
years—BSUK was 
thrilled with the feed-
back from the teams 
that participated. 

“Thanks again for run-
ning the tournament. I 
thought the format 
worked really well.  I 
think many players 
felt a lot more confi-
dent about the season 
ahead after seeing a 
‘normal’ tournament”, 
said Adam Hugill, of 
the Camels. 

The Meerkats’ Darren Shaw added “It was a 
fab tournament. A big ‘well done and thank 
you’ from us for being brave enough to give it 
a go! Organisation and facilities where in-
credible! 

Final standings translate into points in the on-
going series, and the next round of games are 
scheduled for June 19th and 20th, with NWS3 
taking place August 21st and 22nd. 
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Comp winners Thunder pose for a socially distanced team photo 

Umpire Johnny Creelman is well placed to see the Camels’ Sarah Cassin beat 
the throw to score against the Travelling Dodgers 



W hile we hope the 
threat of the COVID 
pandemic is on the 
wane,  the return of 

softball has only been allowed 
through the adoption of “Return to 
Play” (RTP) protocols agreed be-
tween the sport’s governing bodies 
and the Government.  

In MSL we are taking 
RTP seriously, so as to 
provide a safe environ-
ment for everyone to 
enjoy the return to softball.  

All players are urged to read RTP 
carefully, where the additional rules 
for COVID-safe play are fully out-
lined, but the following summarizes 
the main impacts on our game this 
summer. Note that the rules may 
well change from June 21st (if and 
when Step 4 is reached). 

 Every team will have appointed a 
COVID Officer, who is responsible 
for ensuring that the provisions of 
RTP are followed.  
 Team sheet and score sheets 
(which should be signed by both 
captains pitch-side) are to be sent 

electronically to the Fixtures secre-
tary. 
 All persons attending the game, 
whatever their role, must have 
completed their Opt-in registration 
before playing. This rule will be 
strictly enforced. Any team using a 
player who has not done so will be 

liable to an automatic 
1-point deduction. It 
is the COVID Offi-
cer’s responsibility to 
ensure that all play-

ers have opted in. It is worth noting 
that opt-in takes only a few min-
utes, and can be done pitch-side 
(for a new player, for ex-
ample) before the game 
on any phone with internet 
connection. Players from 
other leagues still need 
to opt in to MSL even if 
they have done some-
thing similar elsewhere. 
 Under RTP rules, spec-
tators are not allowed, 
unless accompanying a youth 
player or disabled player. And for 
the purposes of track and trace, all 
persons present must be listed on 
the team sheet, even if they did not 

play. This includes unused subs, 
coaches, scorers, etc. 
 RTP aims to minimise handling 
of equipment. Shared equipment 
such as helmets, bats, etc. should 
be sanitised between use. Among 
the rules are that different balls 
should be used by each team and 
sanitised after any play involving 
contact with the opposition (tag 
plays). This means that the ball 
exchange is done by  non-playing 
team-mate, not the umpire. If 
there are no spare team-mates, 
the unused ball should be left on 
the ground, beyond the dead-ball 
line and fetched by the 1st-
baseman. Another rule is that 
both teams should have available 

two sets of balls, so that balls 
can be sanitised after a tag 
play.  

 If any person attending a 
game (in whatever capac-

ity) tests positive for 
COVID within 3 days of 
the game, they must in-

form their team’s COVID offi-
cer, who must inform the 
League’s COVID officer, who will 
decide between them what steps 
to take.  

Let’s all stay safe out there. 
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Return to Play rules 

means that captains must make 
sure that their players know 
which venue they are playing 
at. To simplify this a little, fix-
tures for one of the two divisions 
will all be at the same venue 
(Wythenshawe) for a block of 

four weeks or so. So until the 
end of May for 

example, 
all Division 
1  games 
will be at 
Wythe-
shawe. 
Fixtures in 
the other 
division 
will be at 
Parrs-

wood, but with one game each 

week at Wythenshawe. Many 
players will remember when 
the opposite was the case, with 
one game each week on the 
showpitch at Parrswood. So in 
a similar way, captains must 
make sure their players know 
which venue to go to. 

The Parrswood pitches to be 
used on Wednesdays are 6, 7 
and 8, while the Wythenshawe 
pitches are renamed B-F, so 
there should be no confusion. 
Can any reader guess why 
there’s no pitch A? 

The pitch locations at Wythen-
shawe correspond to the old 
pitches 0, 3, 4 , 5 and a new 
location at the top end, near 
the motorway, as shown here. 

O ne side-effect of the 
COVID pandemic is 
that the football season 
got extended and over-

laps with our season. This means 
that venues are maintaining foot-
ball pitches beyond the usual 
dates, and we 
have to share our 
space with that 
sport.  

At the Wythen-
shawe Sports 
Ground— what 
we used to call 
USG when it 
was run by the 
University—there are five 
pitches, with three available on 
Wednesdays at Parrswood. 
(Tuesdays are not affected.) This 

Bases Loaded 

All persons present must be 
listed on the team sheet, 
even if they did not play  

Wednesday fixtures split over two venues 



Division 1 
Camels @ Mayhem (B, HS) Last official meeting 
10 July 2019, Camels won 26-14 and lead 5-2 in 
all meetings. The pair met unofficially last year 
(11 August) , Mayhem winning 10-5. 

Greensox @ Dodgers (C, JC) The 60th edition of 
this, the third most played fixture in MSL. In their 
last meeting, 17 July 2019, Greensox won 23-21, 
extending their record to 46-13. 

Mavericks @ Meerkats (D, PF) Last meeting 2 
August 2017, Mavs won 8-7, and lead 5-2 in all 
meetings. 

Travelling Dodgers @ Lions (E, AH) First ever 
meeting. TDs were previously known as Tigers. 

Thunder rest 

Division 2 
Hackers @ Thunder II (F, AG) Last meeting 18 
July 2019 (Division 3) Thunder won 16-9, and 
lead 8-4 in all meetings. 

Marauders @ Bats (6, DD) Last meeting 28 Au-
gust 2019, Marauders won 15-12 and lead 13-5 in 
all meetings 

Speeders @ Camels II (7, MD) Last meeting 10 
July 2019, Speeders won 27-15, their 5th win in 
six meetings overall. 

Titans @ Sharks (8, IC) First ever meeting. 

Division 3/4 
Colt 45s @ Rippers (8, MG) Last meeting 11 
June 2019, Rippers won 21-12 to tie the all-time 
series 2-2. 

Freeze @ Enforcers (1, SS) Last meeting 16 July 
2019 (Division 4), Enforcers won 21-14 but 
Freeze lead 4-3 in all meetings. 

Seagulls @ Thunder IV (2, LA) First ever meet-
ing. 

Stingers @ Swingers (3, PF) Last official meeting 
23 July 2019 (Division 5), Stingers won 24-15, 
making it two out of two. Unofficially they met 
last year (18 August) and again Stingers won, 23-
18. 

Thunder III @ Tigers (6, JC) First ever meeting. 
Tigers have inherited the old Tiggers’ records. 

Tiggers @ Bandidos (7, DD) First ever meeting. 

 

Volume 27, Issue 1 Page 7 

Next week’s fixtures 

Pets corner 
Darwen     
Kepler Prion 
Birch kicks 
off our new 
series of soft-
ball pets, re-
splendent in 
her Bandidos 
uniform. 
She’s a bit of 
a bitch, but 
who wouldn’t 
be, living 
with Ross and 
Loz? 

If you would 
like your pet 
to feature 
here, just 
send a softball-related photo to: 
review@manchester-softball.co.uk 

Friends reunited 
This would nor-
mally feature in 
“next week’s fix-
tures” but we 
should mention this week’s Hackers-Speeders 
game. It’s the first time these two founder 
members have played each other since August 
2011! That season the two of them propped up 
the division (along with the Aardvarx) for most 
of the season, and after a very close game 
ended with a 19-18 win for Speeders, they 
went their separate ways, Hackers dropping 
into Div 3 from where they have taken nine 
years to get back.  

Overall since their first recorded match-up, on 
the 23rd June 1993, Hackers have won 13 of 
their 17 meetings, with a 29-29 tie in 1998.  



Results and Standings  

Played September 8th 
Comp Final 

Thunder  10 
Mayhem   9 
Pitch 3, Umpire Paul Fagan 
 

3rd place 
Meerkats 1 8 4 0 1 6 20 
Camels  1 1 0 1 5 0 8 
Pitch 4, Umpire Dave Dean 
 

5th place 
Speeders 2 1 3 6 
Trav Dodgers 5 6 9 20 
Bad light, Pitch 6, Umpire Jonny Creel-
man 
 

7th place 
Sharks 0 2 3 3 0 8 
Thunder II 4 3 1 0 1 9 
Bad light, Pitch 7 
HR SHA Dave Martin Baez 

 
Rec C Final 

Bats 5 0 0 4 3 0 2 15 
Titans 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Pitch 1, Umpire Ian Caird 
 

3rd place 
Thunder III  7 
Freeze  15 
Pitch 5, Umpire Mike Davies 
 

Rec D Final 
Thunder IV  14 
Stingers   12 
Pitch 2, Umpire Lee Kendrick-Walker 
 

3rd place 
Swingers 0 3 3 4 3 3 16 
Aces 9 4 2 4 1 x 20 
Pitch 9, Umpire Harry Somers 
 
 
 

Results from last 
year  

Final standings 2019 

 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 
Greensox (C)  17 13 1 3 0 286 175 .863 - 
Lions 17 12 1 4 0 258 184 .824 1 
Mavericks 17 11 0 6 0 224 168 .765 2½ 
Camels 17 8 0 9 0 211 218 .647 5½ 
Thunder 17 9 0 8 0 206 174 .686 - 
Dodgers 17 6 0 11 0 193 253 .569 3 
Mayhem 17 4 0 13 0 171 268 .490 5 
Mavericks II (R)  17 4 0 13 0 146 255 .490 5 

Mayhem above Mavericks II on head-to-heads 

Division 2  
Tigers (C) 15 10 0 5 0 224 163 0.778 - 
Meerkats (P) 15 10 0 5 0 262 169 0.778 - 
Speeders 15 9 0 6 0 212 174 0.733 1 
Sharks 15 8 0 7 0 195 169 0.689 2 

Camels II 14 6 0 8 0 139 218 0.619 - 
Marauders 14 6 0 8 0 156 209 0.619 - 
Bats (R)  14 2 0 12 0 130 216 0.429 5 

Division 3  
Thunder II (C)  15 15 0 0 0 352 108 1.000 - 
Hackers (P) 15* 11 0 3 0 290 188 .860 4½ 
Titans (P) 15* 6 0 8 0 260 315 .628 9½ 
Barflies 15 5 0 9 1 214 295 .533 10

Thunder III 15 4 0 11 0 244 297 .511 11 

Vipers (R)  15 3 0 8 4 138 295 .378 13
* Hackers v Titans incomplete game 

Division 4 
Bandidos (C) 15 13 1 1 0 350 166 .933 - 
Base Invaders  (P) 15 11 0 4 0 302 202 .822 2½ 
Freeze (P) 15 10 1 4 0 281 209 .800 3 
Enforcers (P) 15 10 0 5 0 298 215 .778 3½ 
Tiggers (P) 15 10 0 5 0 221 195 .778 3½ 
Colt 45s 15 4 0 11 0 205 280 .511 9½ 

Enforcers above Tiggers on head-to-head 
Division 5 

Rippers (C) 14 8 0 5 1 232 189 .690 - 
Blue Jays 14 6 0 7 1 222 252 .595 2 
Thunder IV 14 4 0 10 0 197 204 .524 3⅔ 
Stingers 14 3 0 11 0 137 221 .476 4⅔ 

Swingers 14 0 0 13 1 95 367 .310 8 

Tigers above Meerkats and Camels II above Marauders on head-to-heads 


