
W ELL, 
somehow, 
softball is 
back! No 

one reading this needs 
any explanation as to why 
the season start was de-
layed for three months. 
But at the end of July we 
got the news we were 
hoping for when Baseball-
SoftballUK’s Return to 
Play (RTP) protocol was 
approved by the Govern-
ment, giving the go ahead 
for games to be played—
under strict new safety 
guidelines (see inside)— 
from August 1st. 

Imagine our dismay then 
when, just as we were get-
ting geared up, a new 
lockdown was introduced 

Mini-league organised for what remains of summer 

W ITH the granting 
of the Return to 

Play protocol as men-
tioned in the lead article, 
MSL swiftly organised a 
reduced league season for 
the four weeks remaining 
of the summer, starting 
last week. 

When the plans were an-
nounced, teams were in-
vited to register to partici-
pate. As luck would have 
it, 16 teams registered, an 
ideal number for a four-
week format. They have 

been split into three lev-
els. The top level, mainly 
teams who last year were 
in Divisions 1 and 2, form 
two groups of four who 
play a three-week round-
robin before a final week 
of play-offs, winner vs 
winner, runner-up vs 
runner-up and so on.  

One of the teams in this 
group is the newly 
formed Travelling Dodg-
ers, who have been 
placed in this upper 
group based on the as-

sumed standard of their 
roster. Where they will 
start the next full season 
of softball remains to be 
determined. 

The remaining eight 
teams have been divided 
into two groups based on 
last year’s league posi-
tions, four from Division 
3 and three from Division 
4 plus a new team, Man-
chester Aces, formed dur-
ing the winter at out In-
door League. 
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specifically for Greater 
Manchester. 

There then followed a pe-
riod of unsureness. The 
RTP guidelines and the 
new lockdown rules were 
clearly incompatible: in 
particular the new lock-
down severely limited the 
number of people who 
could congregate, even 
outdoors. 

But no one could say 
whether these rules su-
perseded the RTP rules or 
not. 

Other sports bodies, par-
ticularly the Greater Man-
chester Cricket League, 
who had already started 
playing, continued to 
play. And in many sports 

venues, including Parrs 
Wood, groups gathered to 
participate in unofficial 
and, it must be said, ille-
gal games and training 
sessions. 

The Exec sought clarifica-
tion, writing to BSUK as 
well as the City Council. 
BSUK replied that this 
was a matter for the local 
authorities … not the 
most helpful reply, but at 
least it meant there would 
not be conflicting opin-
ions. 

League head Dave Dean 
wrote to his local council-
lor, former MP John 
Leech, who in turn con-
sulted the Manchester 

(Continued on page 3) 



The summer’s mini-
league is being played 
within the BSUK Return 
to Play protocol, which 
in turn is based on the 
guidelines issued by the 
World Baseball and 
Softball Confederation, 
the governing body for 
the sport world-wide. 

The regulations focus 
on reducing or prevent-
ing the risks of spread-
ing the virus, and so aim 
to minimize close con-
tact between players, 
with the familiar “social 
distancing” off the dia-
mond, and even on the 
diamond requiring um-

pire, catcher 
and batter 
each to 
maintain a 1-
metre gap. 
Meanwhile, 
close-contact 
plays, espe-
cially tag-
ging, are 
allowed, but 
must be ef-
fected as 
quickly as possible. 

The ban on contact 
rules out the traditional 
high-fives after a good 
piece of play, and be-
tween teams at the end 
of the game. 

Equipment on 
which the vi-
rus might 
dwell is seen 
as a particular 
issue. Sharing 
of equipment 
is discour-
aged, and 
where it can-
not be 
avoided, sani-
tation between 

uses is required. This 
even applies to the 
match balls:  each team 
provides its own, which 
may not be handled by 
anyone other than a 
fielder (not even base 

Softball records 

Return to Play rules focus on health and safety 

one for consecutive 
appearances. Brad 
Hadwin (pictured 
below) has been ever-
present since opening 
day 2015 and, with 80 
consecutive appear-
ances for Drizzle, 
Meerkats and Tigers up 
to the end of last 
season, was just one 
game short of Andy 
Gardner’s record of 81. 
If last week’s game for 

Travelling 
Dodgers counted, 
he would have 
equalled that 
record, and be in a 
position to beat it 
in the next game. 

Other records of 
interest concern 
previous meetings 
between teams. In 

all the leagues, 
discounting the two 
new teams (Travelling 
Dodgers and Aces) the 
teams initially paired 
up most recently 
played each other 
either last year or the 
year before. Two 
exceptions to this are 
Thunder, who until last 
week had never played 
the Sharks, and 
Thunder II (formerly 
Drizzle) who have 
never played in the top 
two divisions. Their 
clubmates Thunder I 
are in a group with 
three teams none of 
which has ever beaten 
them! But if Thunder 
and Speeders happen 
to meet in the final 
game, it will be their 

Games in this reduced 
season will not count 
officially towards the 
MSL’s all-time 
records, though they 
may appear in future 
years with the dreaded 
asterisk. 

But the stattos 
amongst us will not be 
deterred, and may be 
interested in some 
unofficial records. 

One such record is the 

coaches and umpires), 
and must be sanitized 
in between plays. 

Another prohibition is 
on shouting—including 
base coaches. How 
much players will be 
able to resists remains 
to be seen. 

All other rules are as 
much as possible the 
same as before. 

Locally, to enable the 
mini-league to take 
place, we have relaxed 
our guest rules, essen-
tially making them vol-
untary. But in all other 
respects, we carry on as 
before. 

Strange days indeed. 

first meeting since 
August 2010. 

This year there will be no 
MVP or home run 
trophies, perhaps to the 
regret of new face 
Robbie Studholme 
(pictured above), who 
got off to a cracking start 
with three homers for 
Thunder, including a 
grand slam. 
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Paul Fagan illustrates 
the “new look” for um-
pires   Photo Gaby Fagan 



PayPal freezes MSL account for six months 
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Regs came into force … they 
can continue to do so.” 

This good news has reassured 
a number of players who 
were contemplating partici-
pating, but were anxious to 
remain within the  law. 

City Council’s Solicitor Fiona Ledden. 

Ledden’s reply was just what we 
wanted to hear, giving the green light 
for softball: “If they could do it [play 
sport] before the North of England 

City Council gives the green light 
(Continued from page 1) 

Of course there remain a 
number of regular softballers 
who feel that the conditions 
are still too volatile for their 
own personal comfort and 
safety. Hopefully they will be 
able to return next summer. 

T HE Covid-19 pandemic wasn’t the only 
trial and tribulation to have beset MSL 
in the past ten months. Towards the end 
of last season, just as we had a whole 

raft of major payments to make, we had our Pay-
Pal account frozen. 

Matters were complicated by the fact that we had 
just changed our bank account, had a new Treas-
urer, and that the person who origi-
nally set up the PayPal account was no 
longer on the Exec. These were hin-
drances, but not at the heart of the 
story. 

We first got wind of the problem just 
as we were about to make a number 
of end-of-season payments: settling 
the final bills for the two venues, 
paying all the umpires their match 
fees, and, most significantly, pay-
ing for the End-of-Season Ball.  

Naturally at first we assumed this was 
just some innocent misunderstanding, 
rectifiable by a quick message to PayPal. How 
wrong we were. 

Meanwhile, we had bills, and while we may have 
been able to persuade the creditors for the first 
two payments to wait (which in fact we did), the 
Ball venue was adamant that without payment up 
front there would be no Ball! 

Although we have never got to the bottom of the 
story for sure, the most likely explanation seems 
to be that a sudden influx of payments for our 
main tournament in August triggered PayPal’s 
automatic money laundering sensors. Most of the 
league’s assets, more than £4,000, were in this 
account, and now tied up. 

The immediate problem of paying for the Ball was 
solved by a loan from an anonymous source, while 
most of the umpires agreed to wait for their pay-
ments. Eventually, we borrowed some money from 
BSUK to pay the umpires. 

We were told that the accounts would be frozen for 
six months from the last activity. That would be Feb-
ruary, which seemed a long way off. Over the next 

months, we tried contacting PayPal. Al 
Bruce, former Exec member (but no 
longer) who had helped set up the Pay-
Pal account in the first place, bore the 
brunt of the labour, as he was the only 
person PayPal would talk to. We were 
asked to provide documentary proof 
that we either did not have or could 

not get (proof of charitable status, 
“articles of association”, proof of the 

league’s registered address, proof of our tax 
exemption status) or to send and resend proofs of 

identity. We managed to get the name of a real per-
son who occasionally and with much delay some-
times answered emails, always encouragingly, but 
never with the result we wanted. Christmas came 
and went. 

In the new year there was not much change, but as 
the story became public knowledge, rumblings and 
attempts to find someone to blame for opening a 
PayPal account in the first place were less than help-
ful. Meanwhile, the coronavirus story broke, and 
BSUK, facing financial difficulties of a different sort, 
recalled their loan. 

Well finally February arrived, and without a word of 
apology or regret suddenly our assets were released. 
Needless to say, closure of the account (by us this 
time) swiftly followed.  

As The Who famously sang, won’t get fooled again. 



Part 1 – MSL 

1.  What is the most played fixture between founder 
members of the MSL? 

2. Apart from USG and Parrswood, name three other 
venues that have been used on a regular basis for MSL 
games in the past. 

3. Put these MSL innovations in chronological order: (a) 
batting restrictions on guests (b) playing 5&5 (c) using 
11-inch balls (d) the run-ahead (or mercy) rule (e) full 
substitution rules. 

4. Thunder II had a perfect season in Division 3 this 
year. Which was the first team to go a whole season un-
beaten? 

5. Meanwhile Swingers went the whole season without 
registering a win. Which was the last team to suffer that 
fate, and when? 

Part 2 – NSL 

6. NSL1 was won this year by a team partly made up of 
Manchester-based players. What is the team called? 
Clue: Not from LA but on the road a lot. 

7. What is the name of the Manchester-based team that 
came 3rd in the NSL2 league, gaining promotion to 
NSL1? Clue: Caliban was not on the roster. 

8. Who won the inaugural NSL competition in 2013? 
Clue: You might think they worked for the Water Board. 

9. And what was the name of the highest-placed Man-
chester team (they came 5th) in that inaugural year? 
Clue: Name begins with Man-. 

10. Which Manchester-based team won the inaugural 
NSL3 competition with a 6-0 record this year? Clue: 
They have two teams in MSL. 

Part 3 – OSL 

11. OSL is the code for Oslo airport. What is the airport’s 
name? 

12. Arrange these Scandinavian capitals in north-to-
south order: Copenhagen, Helsinki, Oslo, Reykjavik, 
Stockholm. 

13. One of Oslo’s three softball clubs is the Oslo Alliga-

tors. Where else in Oslo can or could you find alligators? 

14. Translate the following Norwegian softball terms 
into English: (a) baser lastes (b) venstre felt (c) 
barmhjetighetsregel (d) rørenes boks (e) utsatt dødball.  

15. Not many Norwegians have graced the MSL but in 
2017 we had a player from Svalbard. Which team did 
she play for? 

Part 4 – PSL: In what softball league (initials PSL) do 
the following teams play?  

16. Steel City Swingers 

17. Joondalup Outlaws, Fremantle Rebels, Nollamara, 
Cockburn Cougars, Balcatta 

18. Eagles, Kotlářka, Tempo, Hroši Havlíčkův 

19. Springer Sluggers, Hachette Hawks, Bedford Square 
Bashers 

20. Savigny, Meaux, Sénart, Vauréal, Colombes  

Tie break: What is this league’s most common given 
name (counting variant spellings and short forms as the 
same name), and how many of them are there? 

End-of-season Ball Quiz Answers 
At last season’s End-of-Season Ball we ran a quiz 
and promised to publish the answers in Issue 1 of 
the next season’s review. Well this is that issue, so 
here are the questions and answers. Contestants 
were allowed to use the internet to find the an-
swers, and the prize (£40 off next season’s regis-
tration fee) was won by the Greensox, making it 
two Ball quiz wins in a row. Answers below. 

Part 1 – MSL 
1.  Bats v Speeders, 32 
meetings 
2. Any three of: 
Wythenshawe Park, 
Merseybank, Alexandra 
Park, Platt Fields, Fog 
Lane 
3. (b) 2000 (d) 2002 (e) 
2008 (c) 2011 (Div 1), 
2015 rest of league (a) 
2019 
4. Bounty Hunters (2002) 
were the first team to have 
a perfect season (13 wins), 
but the correct answer is 
GUS Growlers, who went 
unbeaten (W12, T1) in 
1999. The tie was an 
unplayed game due to a 
washout. 
5. Meteors (2017), 16 
losses 
Part 2 – NSL 
6. Travelling Dodgers. 
7. Tempest. 
8. H2O. 
9. Maniacs. 
10. Camels. 
Part 3 – OSL 
11. Gardermoen 

12. Reykjavik (64.1°N ), 
Helsinki (60.2), Oslo 
(59.9), Stockholm (59.3), 
Copenhagen (55.7) 
13. Neither Tangen Zoo nor 
Oslo Reptilparken seem to 
have alligators, though in 
2009 a routine baggage 
check on an Oslo-bound 
train revealed a live 75-cm 
caiman alligator in 
someone’s luggage. They 
had bought it as a pet in 
Poland and were 
smuggling the animal, 
which is an endangered 
species, into Norway. 
14. (a) bases loaded (b) left 
field (c) mercy rule (d) 
batter’s box (e) delayed 
dead ball  
15. Storm (Kara Buzza) 
Part 4 – PSL 
16. Pittsburgh 
17. Perth 
18. Prague 
19. Publishers Softball 
League (London) 
20. Paris 
Tie break: Rach(a)el – 13 

Answers 
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Logo quiz 
We show here 16 logos belonging to sports teams (mostly baseball) from North America (plus one Eng-
lish rugby team) which have the same name as an MSL team. All you have to do is identify the Manches-
ter league team names implied. Answers at the bottom of the page. 

    

(a) (b) (c) (d) 

    

(e) (f) (g) (h) 

    
(i) (j) (k) (l) 

    
(m) (n) (o) (p) 

(a)  Verona (WI) Sharks (b) Flagstaff (AZ) Freeze (c) Henderson (TX) Lions (d) Willmar (MN) Sting-
ers (e) LA Dodgers (part) (f) Leicester Tigers (rugby) (g) Louisville (KY) Bats (h) Huntsville (AL) Ban-
didos (i) Naugatuck (CT) Hackers (j) Chula Vista (CA) Greensox (k) Miami Barflies tournament (l) 
Dallas Mavericks (Basketball) (m) Connecticut Mayhem (n) Tucson (AZ) Enforcers (o) London (ON) 
Rippers (p) Westminster (MD) Titans 
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Comp—August 11th 

Camels 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 5 
Mayhem  2 0 3 5 0 0 x 10 
Pitch 6, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs CAM Tom Atkinson, Connor Battersby 
MHM Tom Munro 

Sharks 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 6 
Thunder  1 2 5 7 3 1 x 19 
Pitch 8, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs THU Robbie Studholme (3, 1GS) 

Trav Dodgers 2 1 2 3 6 2 1 17 
Meerkats 2 2 1 0 4 9 x 18 
Pitch 7, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs TDS Jonny Huck, Dan Downes, Brad 
Hadwin, Kate Barlow MKT Rory Gibson, Dar-
ren Shaw 

Rec C—August 13th 

Freeze  4  4 3 4 0 0 15 
Thunder III 13 4 0 0 4 1 22 
Bad light, Pitch 8, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs TH3 Richard Sarver, Nicola Jones, Dilan 
Bastiampillai 

Titans 1 0 6 0 7 5 0 19 
Bats 3 0 2 3 4 0 1 13 
Pitch 7, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs TTN Lauren Bodie, Luke Nelson, Gabby 
Kenworthy BAT Chris Gresty 

At the start of the 
pandemic, panic 
buying cleared 
the shelves of all 
beer … except 
one formerly 
popular brand 

Photo              
Maria Donovan 

A further special issue of 
Bases Loaded will be pub-
lished at the end of the 
month, just before the play-
off round of games, with all 
the results and other news. 
All contributions welcome. 

Fixtures 

Results and Standings  

Thurs Aug 27 (TBC) 
Thunder II v Speeders (6)  

Finals — Tues Sept 1 

Rec  

Tues Aug 18 
C: Freeze v Bats (4)  
C: Titans v Thunder III (6)  
D: Swingers v Stingers (2)  
D: Thunder IV v Aces (8) 

 

Tues Aug 25 
C: Thunder III v Bats (1)  
C: Freeze v Titans (8)  
D: Stingers v Aces (6) 
D: Swingers v Thunder IV (2)  

Thurs Aug 27 (TBC) 
D: Aces v Swingers (7) 
D: Stingers v Thunder IV (8)   

Finals — Tues Sept 1 

Comp 

Tues Aug 18 
Mayhem v Speeders (1)  
Camels v Thunder II (3)  
Travelling Dodgers v Thunder (7) 
Meerkats v Sharks (5)  

Tues Aug 25 
Speeders v Camels (7)  
Mayhem v Thunder II (4)  
Thunder v Meerkats (5)  
Travelling Dodgers v Sharks (3) 

 P W T L F RS RC GB 

Comp A 
Mayhem 1 1 0 0 0 10 5 - 
Speeders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ½ 
Thunder II 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ½ 
Camels 1 0 0 1 0 5 10 1 

Comp B 
Thunder I 1 1 0 0 0 19 6 - 
Meerkats  1 1 0 0 0 18 17 - 

Travelling Dodgers 1 0 0 1 0 17 18 1 

Sharks 1 0 0 1 0 6 19 1 

Rec C 

Titans 1 0 0 0 0 19 13 - 
Thunder III 1 0 0 0 0 22 15 - 
Bats 0 0 0 1 0 13 19 1 
Freeze 0 0 0 1 0 15 22 1 

Rec D 
Aces 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 
Stingers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 
Swingers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 
Thunder IV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 

Next issue 


