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INTRODUCTION

In becoming a well informed and accomplishedumpire, one requires a sound knowledge of all

officiating components, one of the more important components is an in depth understanding of the
rules and how these rules are applied.Your complete review of this Casebook will strengthen your

knowledge of the rules and enhance personal confidence on and off the field.

The primary focus and effort of this publication is to promote consistency in rule interpretations by
describing situations and addressing their rulings as interpreted by WBSC Softball. The Casebook will
describe a situation (play), listing the proper interpretation and in severalnstances describe how to
best handle the situation.

WBSC Softball Rules are now writtenvery four years (with this casebook including plays dealing with
the 2018-21 Reformatted Rules), and will be updated periodically to coincide with rule amendments,
new rules, new interpretations, or change in wording.

WBSC Softhall published their firsCase Book in the mie¢hineties. In subsequent versions additional
plays have been added. For those of you who were familiar with earlier versions you will notice that

all the caseplays and associated rule reference have been renumbered to align with theenoumbering
of the 201821 Reformatted Rules.

Altogether over 600 plays are included in the five chapters, broken down by sections within the rule.
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ABBREVIATION KEY

B (N) Batter

R1 Runner Closest to home

R2 Succeedig Runner

R3 Runner on First Base (Bases Full)

S (N) Substitutes

FLEX Player playing defense for DP (Refer 3.2.5)
DP Designated Player (Refer 3.2.4)

OPO Offensive Player Only (Refer 3.2.4)

TR Temporary Runner (Refer 3.2.7)

F (N) Fielder by Position Refer 3.2.2)

Defensive Players: Pitcher (F1), Catcher (F2), First Baseman (F3), Second Baseman (F&jird
Baseman (F5), Shortstop (F6), Left Fielder (F7).eft Center Relder (F8), Right Fielder (F9),Right
Center Fielder (F1Q.

Whenever indicated, Ristands for the first runner (which ever base they may be on), R2 stands for the
second runner (when two runners are on base), and R3 the runner on first base when the bases are

full. Batter could be listed as B1, B2 or B3, etc. Substitutes canalso®&iAA AO 3ph 3¢ 1 O
OAATl EO 1 EOOAA AO O(6 AT A O6EOEOET Cco6 OAAI AO Os6¢
At the completion of each listed play, the rule reference(s) will be given like thif4.1.2 4.3.3 §; Effect

4.3.1 to 4.3.J. When referring to a rule for a specifica@x AOh [ AEA OOOA Ul &6 Al Of
portion of the ruling.

WBSC Softball hopes that this book will help you find the answers to your questions on how to rule in
certain situations. If you have any situation that requires a special ruling, sendtdt:

Bob Stanton,
Director of Umpires (WBSC Softball)

E-mail to: bob.stanton@wbsc.org
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THE GAME

Appeal Play

With R1 on 1B, B2 hits a triple. R1 scores but fails to touch 2B. The umpire observes this,
but no appeal is made. Since no appeal is made, does the play stand?

Yes. Runners are assumed to have touched a base once they pass the base. The defense
must make the appeal. Itis the responsibility of the umpire to only observe whether or not

the runner touched the base and to make a decision onlyappealed by the defnse. [L.1.1;

1.2.4

A runner leaves a base before a caught fly ball is touched. When should the runner be called
out?

The umpire must wait for an appeal from the defensive teanmil.1.1; 1.2.

R1 is on 3B and advances homeon 82 EE 08 2p I EOOAO ETT A DBl
F2 makes an appeal play and tags home plate.

R1 is out. They may not return to tag home ate after entering the dugout. 1.1.1; 1.2.6;
5.10.3 a)xi and Effe¢t

R1 on 2B and R2 on 1B ith none out, when B3 flies out to deep F9. Both runners advance
two bases, but R1 leaves before the ball is touched by F9. F9 returns the ball to the infield
where F4 receives it and makes a proper live ball appeal at 2B by touching the base. R1is
called out. R2 breaks for home as the appeal is being made and scores.

The advance by R2 is legal, as the ball is live on the appeal and R1 is auefiving the base
too soon. [.1.1; 1.2.6; 5.10.3 a)Vii

R1 is at 2B when the batter hitsa single. R1 misses 3B on the way to the plate. As the ball
is thrown to the plate, R1 returns to 3B where they are obstructed, and R1 is tagged prior
to returning 3B. The umpire rules a dead ball and awards R1 third base on the obstruction
call. Cara successful appeal be made to the umpire on R1 missing 3B?

Since the offensive runner R1 was obstructed by the defense, and R1 returned to 3B on the
award prior to the appeal,the appeal cannot be honored.][.1.1; 5.10.2 9

In the lasthalf-inning, R1 scores the winning run. The umpire sees that R1 did not touch
3B when advancing to the plate, but no player indicates that it was seen. Aftdl defense
players have left the fair territory, thus losing the opportunity to appeal, F5 com&back to
3B and calls for the ball.

It is too late for an appeal. The inning ended wheall defense players have left the fair
territory, with no player indicating that an appeal was to be made. The same principle
applies to each haHinning, including the end of the game[1.1.1; 1.2.6 a)ii]

R1 slides into home plate but misses it. F2 misses the tag. What should the umpire do?
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I FOAO A AOEAAZLZ EAOEOAOEIT T h OEA Oi PEOA OET OI A
runner, appealing that they missed home, this is a separate play, and R1 should then be
AAT T A A1.14/5003ajx

"p EEOO A AT OA1 Ah AOO AT AO 110 Oi OGAE p" 8 .
from the rubber. The umpire rules a illegal pitch on the throw.

The ball is dead. The appeal play on B1 is voided by the illegal pitch. A ball is called on the
batter. [1.1.1; 4.3.7; and Effelct

4EA #i1 ARE T A& 4AAl 1 UAI1 O AOI I OE Matthmi 00 «
I £ 1 OAAOS 4EA OI PEOA AllTTxO0 OEA 1TAgO AAO
AAl EOAOO A PEOAE OEAO EO AAI 1T AA A O"Allods
argues that the plate umpire should have dealt with the appeal tifie batting out of order

of the previous batter.

The umpire would rule that as the Coach did not come onto the field to make the appeal of
batting out of order before the next pitch, the appeal was not made in time and could not
be considered[1.1.1; 1.2.64

Home and Visiting Team

The opposing teams get in an argument over which team should be the home team.

The first or last at bat will be decided by a toss of a coin unless otherwise stated in the rules
of the organzation under which the schedule of game is being playefl..1.4 3]

Pre-Game Meeting (no plays)

Time

4EA AAOOAO OAAAEOAO A &I OOOE AAI 1T AT A OEAEC
The umpire shall ignore the request anarder the batter to go to 1B. Once at first, acoach
IO Pi AUAO AAT OANOAOO ppeddnd idshould bEQAMed. £1.10; D1 A
3.6.7 9]

Time is called by a plate or a base umpire to confer with the scorekeeper, player, or coach,

or the park supervisor due to a fan. An offensive coach runs onto the field to speak with a
runner, or a defensive coach runs onto the field to speak with the pitcher. The plate umpire
OEAT AAI 1O OPI AU AAiil o AT A OEA AT AAE EIi |l AAE
If the coach immediately terminates the conference when the umpire is ready to play ball,

the coach should not be charged with a conferend@e OOET ¢ AT 1 EFEIAEAT 8O
4.2.23;5.2 3]

Regulation Game

Is a game that iscalled for bad weather in the top of the 4th inning considered to be a
regulation game?
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Ruling: No. A regulation game must be five innings long, or four and a half innings, if the home
team is leading in score[1.2.1 ¢]

Play 2 The home team is losindpy one run after five and a half complete innings. The home team
scores (a) one run, or (b) two runs, in the bottom of the 6th inning, but the game is called
due to weather conditions, before the home team has completed its turn at bat. Who wins
the game?

Ruling: The game is a regulation game. In (a) the game is a tie, and in (b) the home team is the
winner. The score does not revert back to the last complete inning, when the visitors were
leading, because the home team has at least tied the scole. (b) when the home team
takes the lead in the bottom of the last inning, then the game is over because the visiting
team no longer has an opportunity to bat or score run$l.2.1 ¢ and 1.2.1d)]

Play 3 The home team is leading by one run after five inngs. The visitors score two runs to go
ahead, in the top half of the 6th inning. With one out in the bottom half of the same inning,
the umpire calls the game due to rain.

Ruling: This is a regulation game and the home team wins. The score revertsckao the last
complete inning because the home team has not completed its turn at bat in the sixth inning
and is behind in thescore.[1.2.19 and 1.2.13]

Play 4 After six (6) complete innings, the home team is ahead by one runfb The visitors fail b
score in the top of the seventh and the umpire calls the game. The manager of the home
team wants to bat to help with the batting averages of their players.

Ruling: The umpire was correct in stopping the game. The home team does not bat when they are
ahead in the seventh inning. They are the winner of the ganjé&.2.1 3]

Play 5 In the last half of the 6th inning with the bases full, B7 hits a homerun to tie the score at 6
6. It then begins to rain heavily and the umpire calls the game.

Ruling:  The game is ruled a regulation tie game-6, and shall be replayed from the star{.1.2.1 ¢
and1.2.1f)]

1.2.2 Forfeited Game

Play 1 Is a game that is declared a forfeit by the umpire in the 3rd inning classified as a regulation
game?

Ruling:  Yes. Even though 5 innings have not been completed, any game declared a forfeit, is
deemed to be regulation, at the time of the forfei{1.2.2; 1.2.1 @

Play 2 The base umpire calls a runner out at first. A spectator, upset with the call, then enters the
field and physically attacks the umpire. What should the umpire do?

Ruling: The plate umpire declares a forfeit in favor of the defensive tearfil.2.2; 1.2.1 ¢]

Play3 4AAi O!'6 OAZEOOAO O1 AACET A GCAIi A AO Omd OAE
failed to arrive. The team still has ten players. What should the umpire do?

Ruling:  The plate umpire declaresaEl OZAEO E1 EAOIN T £ 4AAT 0" 68
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I £FOAO A OOODPAT OETT 1T A& PI AUR 4AAI O"odhstel AE
OAOOI A PI AUET ¢8 4EA Oi PEOA AAIT 1 Oh OO01I AU
resumed playing. What should happen?

The plate umpire shall declare &€l OEZAEO ET EAOP® T £ 4AAI O! 68

After four completed inningsalA x EQOE A OEOT AAOOOT Oi OEOAAOQA
I AAAO 4 A4A in arddttemptgo complete their half of the 5th inning quickly, and in

i OAAO A£I O 4AAT O0"6 OI AAO OEAEO uvOE EITEIC
batters to AAT EAAOAOAT U OOAD 100 T &# OEA AAOOAOGO
overhears the instruction. The first two batters step out of the box and both hit the first

pitch.

"AAAOOA 4AAT O0!'d6 EAO Al DI T UAA rGteldnE AdplateA OE C
Oi PEOA OEIT O1 A AAAI AOA A122B0OZAEO ET EAOT O 1 A
The pitcher for Team A continues to pitch illegally. After calling numerous illegal pitches,

the umpire advised the coach of Team A that the pitcher is removdtbm the pitching

position and can no longer pitch.

The action of the umpire was correct[1.2.2 j]

Run Ahead Rule

After five AT I BT AOAA ETTET CO 1T £ bl AUh 4AAIl O0"06 AA]
are being beaten 1€0. Is this permissible?

4AEEO x1T O1 A 1106 AA A El OA&AE @dme Ander thelRuh Anéatl 6 E
Rule. [L.2.3 3]

After the middle of 5th inning the visitors are ahead 160. Should the game be stopped?

The game canot be stopped in the middle of the inning unless the home team is ahead by
15 runs. Yes, it can be called as one team isal by 15 afterfive innings. [1.2.3 §and1.2.3

b)]
In the sixth inning the home team goes ahealb -1 and the umpire cals the game.
The umpire was correct. The rule reads, if a team is ahead 2§ runs after four innings, 15

after five innings that team is declared the winner.Fifteen (15) runs after six would be the
same asl5 after five.[1.2.3 g]

Tie-Breaker

It is the 8th inning and the tiebreaker rule is in effect. The wrong runner is placed on
second to start the inning. The correct batter comes to bat and takes one pitch. The defense
appeals the wrong runner is at 2B.

There is no penalty if the runner is a player already in the linaip. The proper runner

(player scheduled to bat last in that inning) is placed at 2B. Any play, while the improper
runner is in the game, is legal[1.24 c)]
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Note: If it was not a player inthe line-up, then it would be considered an unreported
substitute and that penalty would be in effect after one pitch had been thrown.

In the top of the eighth, Wilson is listed to baloOOE &I O 4 AAI 016 AT A xE
start at 2B. Theircoach notifies the plate umpire that Jones will run in place of Wilson. Is
this legal?

Yes. The tiebreak runner may be substituted with a legal substitute at any time[1.2.4 §]
Scoring of Runs

The bases are full with one ot. The batter hits a fly ball to F8 who catches the ball for out
number two. The runners at 2nd and 3rd leave their bases before the catch. The defense
makes a proper appeal at (a) third only, (b) second only, or (¢) second and third.

(a) R1is the third out and no runs count. (b) R2 is the third out and the run by R1 counts

if the appeal is made after R1 scores. This is a time play. In (c) R1 and R2 are the third and
fourth outs and no runs count. A defensive team can have foouts in order to remove a
run. [1.2.5 ¢; 1.2.5 ¢)iv; 1.2.5)dl

R1 at third and R2 at 1B with one out. B5 hits a pitched ball for a double, but missed first

and R2 missed second when advancing to third, as R1 scores. The defense appeals (a) the

BR missing fist and then R2 for missing 2B or (b) R2 for missing 2B and then the BR

i EOOCOET C p" & O OEA OEEOA 1008 $T A0 2p80O 0OC

In (a) the force at 2B is removed when they appealed first on the batteunner and the run
would count. In (b) when thedefense appealed 2B first and then 1B, both outs are force
outs and the run would not count[1.2.5 c)i andlL.2.5 c)ij

Bases are full with two out. B6 hits a home run, but fails to touch (a) third, (b) second, or
(c) first. A legal appeal is maglin each case. How many runs score?

In both (a) and (b) three (3) runs score as they all scored before the third out (1.2.5 a). In
(c), no runs score because the third out of the inning is the result of B6 being called out
before legdly touching first. [1.2.5 ¢)i; 5.9 i and Effec}

R1 on 3B and R2 on 1B with two out. B6 hits a ground ball to F4 who attempts to tag R2,
but misses the tag as R1 scores. Eventually R2 is put out between first and second. Does
the run count?

No. The third out is a force out on R2 and no runs can score on a force fuR.5 c)ii; 5.10.3
a)iii]

R1 on 3B and R2 on 1B with one out. B4 hits a line drive to the short stop who throws to
1B to double up R2 who had left base on the hit. RAgs up and scores when the ball is
overthrown out of play. R2 fails to tag up and goes directly to 3B on a two base award for
the overthrow. When the ball is returned to the infield, the defense appeals that R2 did not
tag up and the umpire calls R2 au

4EA OO1T OAIT OAOG AO OEEO EO A OOEI A Dbristopd AT /
caught the line drive. [L.2.5 g; 5.1.19
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Play 6 R1 on 3B and R2 on 1B with two outs, when B4 hits a ground ball to the second baseman.
The defensiwe player chases R2 back to 1B as R1 scores. R2 is tagged while (a) off 1B or (b)
standing on 1B.

Ruling: In both cases (a) and (b) R2 is out as they are forced to leave the base due to the batter
becoming a base runner. The run does not scofd..2.5 ¢ii; 5.10.3 a)iii

Play 7 R1 on 3B, R2 on 2B, and R3 on 1B with no outs. B5 hits into a double play forcing both R3
and B5. R2 missed 3B as both R1 and R2 scored. The defense appeals R2 missing 3B. Does
2p060O OOI ATl Ol Oe

Ruling: Yes, when R3 and B5 wercalled out, this removed the force on R2 and the appeal is now a
timeplay, EAOA&Al OA 2p60 1By x1 O A Al O 08

Play 8 In the last half of the 7th inning with the score tied and two out, R1 is on third, R2 on second,
and R3 on first. B6 is walkd to force home R1. B6, assuming the game is over fails to go
to first and returns to the dugout.

Ruling: B6 is out automatically when they enter the dugout. The run does not count as the third
out was made before B6 legally touched 1B1.2.5 c)]

Play 9 R1 on 3B and R2 on 1B, 2 out. B5 hits safely to deep CF. R1 scores on the hit and R2 advances
to 3B, but in doing so misses 2B. B5 remains at 1B. The ball is returned to 2B were the
defense make a legal appeal that R2 had missed 2B. The appeal is iphad R2 becomes
the 3rd out. Does the run score?

Ruling: No z At the time of the appeal R2 was forced to 2B by a succeeding runner (B5) who is not
yet out so the third out is a force out[1.2.5 c)ii; 1.2.@l)i; 5.120]

Play 10 R1 on 3B, R2 on 2B, RalB, 2 out. B6 hits safely to deep RF, both R1 & R2 score on the
hit but in doing so R2 misses 3B as R3 advances to and remains 3B. B6, after rounding 1B
is subsequently tagged out for the third out. The defense makes a legal appeal that R2
missed 3B in & attempt to remove the run of R1. The appeal is upheld and R2 becomes the
4th out. Does the run of R1 count?

Ruling:  Yes- Although it is legal to make a 4th out appeal to remove a run, in this instance the run
of R1 would count. At the time of the appédathe force situation that applied at the time of
the infraction by R2 (because B6 became a batteunner) was removed when B6 was
OACCAA £ O OEA ocOA 1 0068 4EAOA A RiAdorin@lietdre AD D /
the appeal. L.2.5 ¢)ii; 1.2.5 g 1.2.5d); 1.2.6d)i; 5.120]

Play 11 R1 on 3B, R2 on 2B, R3 on 1B, 2 out. B6 hits safely to deep LF, both R1 & R2 score on the
hit. B6 advances to 2B as R3 is tagged at home for the third out. In doing so: a) R1 fails to
touch home plate or b) R2 fa# to touch home plate.

In both a) and b) the defense make a legal appeal in an attempt to remove the runs. In a)
the appeal is upheld and R1 becomes the 4th out; in b) the appeal is upheld and R2 becomes
the 4th out. Do any runs score?

Ruling: In @) No uns score. R1 is out on appeal. The run of R2 does not count in this case as a run

may not score if the additional out (4) was a preceding runner (R1).1.2.5 ¢)ii 1.2.5 ¢)iv;
1.2.5 a);1.2.51); 1.2.6d)i); 5.120]
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In b) R1 scores. Although R2 is outroappeal, at the time of R2 missing home plate a force
existed by virtue of B6 becoming the B/R, but at the time of the appeal the force no longer
existed due to a succeeding forced runner (R3) being tagged out beyond the base to which

they were forced. TEO | AAA OEA ADPDPAAT PI AU A O4EI A 0]
the appeal[1.2.5 a) 1.2.5d); 1.2.6d)i); 5.120]

Play 12 R1on 3B, R2 on 2B, R3 on 1B, 1 out. B5 hits safely to deep LF as all runners score on the hit
but in doing so R3 misses 2B. 't an attempt to make an out at home plate throws wildly,
B5 rounds 3B and tries to make it home. F2 recovers the ball and tags B5 for the 2nd out.
The defense makes a legal appeal that R3 missed 2B for the 3rd out. How many runs score?

Ruling: R1 and R score. As B5 was put out beyond 1B for the (2nd out) this broke the force and
OEA APPAAI 11 20 A O I EOOEIC ¢" j OEA ocOA 1T
scoring before the 3rd out was madg.1.2.5 a) 1.2.5d); 1.2.6d)i; 5.120]

Play 13 Rlon 3B, R2 on 2B, R3 on 1B, 1 out. B5 hits a Home Run, R2 misses 3B and R3 misses 2B.
The defense makes a legal appeal that R2 missed 3B then appeal that R3 missed 2B. Both
appeals are upheld for the 2nd and 3rd outs. How many runs score?

Ruling: No run swres. The appeals were made in the correct order, each one a force play.

Note: Had the defense appealed R3 missing 2B first then appealed R2 missing 3B this will
break the force play and created a "Time Play" for the 3rd out. In this case R1's run
will count.

B4 does not score in either case as B4 was a succeeding runner who cannot score
when a preceding runner is the third or additional out of the half inning[1.2.5 c)ii;
1.2.6d)i; 5.120]

Play 14 R1on 3B, R2 on 2B, R3 on 1B, 2 out. B6 hits a HdRus, R3 misses 3B and 2B. The defense
makes a legal dead ball appeal for R3 missing 3B. The administrating umpire upholds the
appeal and calls R3 out for the 3rd out and rules that both R1 and R2 runs scores. The
defense realizing R3 missed 2B now make additional out appeal to remove R2 and R3's
runs.

Ruling:  As R3 has already been declared the 3rd out for missing 3B an additional out appeal on R3
for missing 2B is not a valid appeal as R3 has already been declared out in this play and
can't be given ou a second time. 1.2.5 c)iv; 1.2.6 d)5.120]

Note: Had R3 been appealed for missing 2B first this would have been a force out and no
runs would score.

Play 15 R1on 3B, R2 on 2B, R3 on 1B, 2 out. B6 hits to deep RF. B6 misses 1B and continuesdowar
3B were they are tagged for the 3rd out. R1, R2 and R3 all score before B6 is tagged out.
The defense now make an additional out appeal for B6 missing 1B to remove the runs. Do
the runs score?

Ruling: Yes. B6 has already been declared the 3rd out oretliag at 3B an additional out appeal on
B6 for missing 1B is not a valid appeal as B6 has already been declared out in this play and
cant be given out a second time.1[2.5 cjv; 1.2.6 dj; 5.120]

1.2.6 Appeal Plays (no plays)
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1.2.7

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

1.2.8

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

Play 3

Ruling:

1.2.10

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:
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Winner of Game

The visiting team forfeits the game because they have less than the required minimum
number of players (a) at the start of the game, or (B) when they are aheael3Gn the 6th
inning. What is the score?

In both (a) and (b), the home teen wins 7-0, one run for each inning.1.2.7 c)

At the end of six innings the score is-b 8 Yyl OEA Oi b 1T &£ OEA xOEH
AT A OEA OAET O Aii A DPiI OOET ¢ Al x1 8 4EA Oi b
knowing the game will revet back to the last full inning and would have to be replayed

from the start. The game is called.

Although the umpire was correct in calling the game if the field is not playable, the manager

I £ 4AAT O0!'6 EAO A 1 ACEOBEImA Aee & thd gmeddan be AE O
continued. If the game is called and does revert back to the last full inning, it would end in

a regulation tie, and have tde replayed from the start. .21 f); 1.2.7b)]

Grounds for a Protest

4 AAT oBdesa ptotest on whether or not a run should count, when the third out is a
force out.

The protest is valid, as it oncerns a rule interpretation. [1.2.8 a)j

4AAT 06 1TTACAO A POT OAOGO xEOE OEdoth&rtedOA Oi
who is not on their roster. The umpire ignores their protest and tells them to check with
the league office.

This is the correct procedure. The umpire does not have rosters. This is handled by the
league or tournament and if Tean0" 6 EO ET A OOT Oh OE Aeagbelor Al OL
tournament director. [1.2.8 ¢}

06 ET OEA

"9 EO OODPDPIi OAA O AAO A i !'o EI OE
' A @i $ing 87 E

A
COl 61 AOC 1 008 4AAT O"06 £
should be the batter.

O AA
E ¢)

4
1A

The protest and appeal is invalid, as it had to be filed while at least one fielder had not left
fair territory at the end of the last iming. B1 is the legal batter.].2.8 b); Effect 5.4]1

Invalid Protests

4AAT O16 11T ACAO A POI OAOGO 11 §Agq OEA AAOGA ¢
fair or foul.
Both protests are denied, asthey cokcOT T 11 U AT Oi DEIOHE.DI0HOACI £

R1 on 1B wherB2 hits the ball to F4 who is in the base path. R1 runs in front of F4 and F4
bobbles the ball. No interference is called, but the defense wants it called and goes to
another umpire to file a protest.

This is a judgmentcall and cannot be progsted. [L.2.10 i}
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1.2.14

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

Play 3

Ruling:
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Giving Notice of a Protest (no plays)

Result of Protest

4RAAT O!'o DOI OAOGOO A |1 EOET OAOPOAOGAOGETT 1T &£ A
game but, submit the protest to the committee anyway.

A team may not protest a game which it has won. Therefore, the protest is disallowed and

the game score stands as played..p.14 a)

4RAAT O!'6 POI OAOGOO A 1 EOCET OAOPOAOGAOGETT 1T £ A
The gane is replayed from the point at which the incorrect decision was maa with the

decision reversed. 1.2.14 b}

$O0OET ¢ A O1 601 AT AT 6 CAi An 4AAT O"d6 DPOIT OAOOO
They were found to be ineligible. After this wling, the umpires allow a substitute for the

player and continue the game.

Appeals and protests during a tournament must be handled immediately and before the
next pitch. This was in error, as a valid ineligibility protest will cause a forfeibf the game
in question. [1.2.14 c)
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2. PLAYING FIELD AND EQUIPMENT
2.1.1 Altered Bat

Play 1 A batter that has hit safely is discovered to be using a bat with a knob painted with team
colors.

Ruling:  This is a legal bat. Painting either end ohe bat for identification is not considered an
altered bat. If the barrel of the bat was @inted, this would be altered. .1.1]

Play 2 The batter hits a double with an aluminum bat, containing a wooden handle.

Ruling: The ball is dead, batter is outand base runners may not advance. The batter is ejed for
using an altered bat[2.1.1;5.4.4 bii]

Play 3 The home team keeps their aluminum bat in a container of ice in the dugout.

Ruling: The umpire should instruct the team to remove the bats fnm the icefilled container or
prohibit use of the bat(s) in the game2.1.1; 5.4.4 b)ili

Play 4 B1 hits a double using a baseball bat that has been reduced in diameter to softball size.

Ruling: This is an altered bat. Bl is out, the ball is dead anghners may not advance. Bl is ejected
from the game for using an altered baf{2.1.1 5.4.4 biji]

Play 5 A batter hits the ball to LCF with an aluminum bat. When the batter discarded the bat, it
xAO OAAT AU OEA Oi PEOA AT AonGne Barrdd dn@dhebdatO 1T Al

Ruling: The umpire should eject the player from the game and the bat removed from the field of
play as it is considered an altered bat. Engraved markings can be on the knob of the bat,
but not on the barrel end, unless te marking was done with a laser process on the barrel
end. This would leave a smootfinish and not cut the ball. 2.1.1; 5.4.4 b)iii

Play 6 Can a bat with a new coat of paint, identical to the original, be used?

Ruling: No. To repaint the bat is talter the bat. An identifying mark of team colors may be added
to the top of knob end. The barrel end magot be sandpapered or painted.4.1.]

Play 7 I AAOOAO AT OAOO OEA AAOOAObdbapddinandies didimating O /
the ¥-inch knob.

Ruling: The batter is declared out and ejected from the game for using an altered bgt.1.1 5.4.4
b)iii]

2.1.3 "AOOAOGO "I @

Play 1 The pitcher takes their position on the rubber while the batter B1 starts with a foot outside
thelinesofE A AAOOAOGO Ai @ 10 OI OAEEI ¢ EiI i A Pl AO/

Ruling: If the pitch has not started, the umpire should hold up play and put the batter into the box.
yl AAOAO xEAOA OEAOA AOA 11 AAOOAOS8O ATl @ 1E
benefit of any doubtmust go to the batter[2.1.3 5.4.2 d); 5.4.4 b)i\B.67C)]
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2.1.4 Catcher's Box (no plays)

2.1.8 Helmet

Play 1 F2 wears a helmet that looks like a skull cap with no ear flaps. Is this legal?
Ruling: Yes. £.1.8 b)

Play 2 A defensive player $ wearing a helmet with no ear flaps. Is this legal?
Ruling: Yes. £.1.8 b)

Play 3 Before the game, an umpire inspecting bats and helmets finds two helmets, each with
cracks on the side. The umpire removes both from the game.

Ruling: These helmetsare illegal and should ot be used for safety reasons2[1.§

2.1.9 lllegal Bat

>
>\
)

O Ai @ xEOE A 1 AOAI

Qu

Play 1 "p AT OAOO OEA AAOOAO
area on the barrel end.

Ruling: This is an illegal bat. B1 shouldhe cdled out and the ball is dead.Z.1.9; 2.3.1Appendix
2A6]

2.1.12  Official Equipment

Play 1 R1 on 3B. B8 hits a slow roller to the shortstop who throws to F2 in an attempt to retire .
2p8 4EA OEOI x EO 11 x AT A ¢l @ frohtpthGmedlA©O h  x E
The ball ricochets back to the fence after R1 crosses the plate. B8 then advances to 2B.

Ruling: R1 is safe at home and the ball is alive. The discarded bat is considered @fiequipment.
Nobody is out.[2.1.12

Play 2 F9 leaves their glove on the field when running to the dugout.
Ruling: Have the team retrieve the glove and place it in the dugoy®.1.19

Play 3 "R1 on 2B. 1 out. B3 hits a ball to the outfield. The 9hAAE AAOOAO DPEAEO (
realizesE AO OEA PI AU xEIT ¢I EIT A O OEAU AOI D
that is now in front of home plate as R1 is rounding 3B. The ball bounces away from the
AAOAEAO AT A 2p AAOEI U OAT OAOS AEA OOBEDA
returns to 3B and the BR is awarded 1B or returned to 1B if they had already reached 1B
but not 2B when the ball became dead.

Ruling:  The umpire is correct[5.10.4p)]. If the umpire judged there was an obvious play on R1 had
the ball not been blo&ed, then the ball would be ruled dead and R1 called out. B3 would
be awarded 1B or returned to 1B depending on where they were at the time the ball became
blocked.[5.10.3 c)xi]
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Play 4

Ruling:

2.1.14

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

2.2.2

Play 1

Ruling:

2.2.3

Play 1

Ruling:

231
Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:
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R1 at 2nd. The batter hits a pitched ball for a single. R1 attempisl OAT OA8 4 EA |
thrown ball makes contact with the discarded bat, which was tossed to the right of home
plate. The catcher (a) has a play on R1, or (b) does not have a play on R1.

The ball is live in both (a) and (b). No interferencd T A 11T 1T 608 4EA AAOQOOA
cannot cause interference unless the bat was intentionally tossed at the b§#1.1.17

Playing Field
F2 steps behind the backstop and catches a foul ball.

The area behind the backstop iaot part of the playing field so F2 ould not legally play the
ball [2.1.14; 2.2.1 d}

A defensive player standing in playable territory (a) reaches across an cof-play line and
catches a fly ball, and (b) accidentally falls into the otdf-play area.

A legal catch as long as control is maintained in both (a) and (b). In (b) by falling into the

out-of-play area this is considered accidentally carrying the ball otdf-play, and allrunners
are advanced one basg2.114; 2.2.1d); 5.1.9¢); 5.11 a)ii 3

Official Diamond

The umpire detects that first, second, or third base is no longer pegged in the ground.

4EA Oi PEOA OEI O1 A AAAI AOA OOEI A6 AO O1i11 AO
or replacementof the defective equipmer. [2.22 a); Appendix 1F Basgs

Ground or Special Rules

After a game has started a lot of spectators overflow to the vicinity of a foul line and
interfere with the usual overthrow conditions.

The plate umpire should call both coaches and/or captains together and state special
ground rules that may be necessary to cover such conditiong.2.3

Official Bat
B4 hits a single with a bat that is 88cm (35 inches) long.

This is an illegal bat and it should be removed from the game. B4 is called out for an illegally
batted ball and the ball is dad. [2.3.1; Appendix 2A 7); 2.1.9; 5.4.4 bliii

4EA AAOOAO AT OAOO OEA AAOOAOGO Al @ xig®E | AC
AGARAOOEOR OAPA xOADPDAA AO OEA EIi AN j AQq OE,
of tape wrapped around the bat where the grip was previously located.

(a) and (c) are legal. You are permitted to repair a manufactured grip with ort@yer of tape
or replace the manufactured grip with not more than two layers of tape; (b) this is an
altered bat as the knob must meet specificatiof2.31; Appendix 2AL1) and 4);2.1.7
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Ruling:

Play 4

Ruling:

Play 5

Ruling:

2.3.2

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

Play 3

Ruling:

24.1

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

Play 3
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Prior to a game, the umpire sees a team member using a mekat to hammer a base
fastener into the ground. The umpire checks the bat and finds it now has some rough and
sharp burrs resulting from the hammering. What should they do?

As the bat is now considered to present a hazard to the players, and/oould cut up the
game balls, it should be declared ilgal and removed from the gamg2.3.1; Appendix 2A 9)

A metal bat with a proper rubber sleevetype grip is legal. Is it legal to put one layer of tape
on that grip?

Yes, provided hat smoothplastic type tape is not used.4.3.1; Appendix 2A 11)

Can a bat have a rubber plug in the barrel end?

Yes, provided the bat is metal and not a orgiece construction with the barrel end closed.
If the barrel end is not close it shall have a rubber or vinyl plastic insert firmly securedat
the large end of the bat. 4.3.1; Appendix 2A 12)

Warm Up Bats

The ondeck batter carries three (3) legal bats into the ortdeck circle and uses all three to
warm up at the same time. Is this permissible?

No. Only two (2) legal bats are permitted and both must be held by then-@leck batter.
[2.3.2; 5.3 ¢)iil

The on deck batter appears in the ordeck circle and attempts to use a bat that has a metal
or plastic donut (a) loosely, or (b) mechanically fastened to the thick end of the bat.

Both (a) and (b) are illegal. Theghould not be allowed for use.4.3.2; 5.3 c)ii

Prior to the start of the game while checking bats, an umpire locad an illegal warmup bat

in the dugout. The bat is removed from the game and the manager notified

accordingly. During the game, the umpire notices that a player of the team is using the
illegal warm-up bat that was previously removed.

The player using thebat is ejected from the game 2.3.2; Effect 5.)iii]

Gloves and Mitts

Who may wear a mitt?

Only thecatcher and the first baseman.Z.4.1]

The shortstop is using a white glove and cat@s a yellowoptic yellow fly ball.

Legal. Gloves worn by any player, other than the pitcher, may be any combination of
colours including the colaur of the ball. 2.4.1 §]

When F6 takes the field at the start of the game, it is noticelddt F6 has a glove with a white
circle on the outside that resembles a ball.
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Play 5

Ruling:

2.4.2

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

2.4.3
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Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:
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Ruling:

Play 4

Ruling:

Play 5
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lllegal. Gloves with white, gray, or yellow optic circles on the outside, giving the appearance
of a ball are illegal for all players.2.4.1 d)

In the top ofthe first inning, in a game using a yellow optic ball, all the players on Team A
including the pitcher enter the field ondefense wearing gloves with lacing that is the colar
of optic yellow.

The umpire correctly requires the pitcher to wear adifferent glove that does not hae the
colour of the ball on it. R.4.1 c)

The pitcher enters the field wearing a white glove. The calo of the ball is optic yellow.
The glove is legal to us§2.4.1 c)
Shoes

During the course of the game, a player develops a blister on their foot. They remove their
shoes and continues to play baréooted.

This is illegal. Shoes must be warby all players at all times.2.4.2 a)

Four players on a team have smobtsoled shoes while the remainder have shoes with
molded nylon cleats. s this allowed?

Yes[2.4.2 b) and d)

Protective Equipment (no plays)
Player Uniforms

Do all male players have to wear caps?

Yes, andthey must be worn properly. However, if a defensive player wants to wear a
helmet, they can do so as long as it is tlsame colair as the other caps.2.5.1 a) i and ii

Jones was listed in the scorebook with number 5. When they came to bat ie fiirst inning
they were wearing #15.

There is no penalty. The umpire should stop the game, correct tmamber, and continue
playing. [2.5.1 d); 3.2.1 ¢)

On defense, a female team has three players wearing visattsree players wearing @ps,
three wearing a headband, and one wearing a helmet.

Legal, as long all are similar in colar to the team uniform, and those alike are of the same
colour and style (headbands, visors, caps)2[5.1 a)ij

Three female players are wearig plastic visors. Are they legal?
No. Plastic or hard visors ar@ot allowed for safety reason.2.5.1 a)ii|

A coach requests permission for an injured player, who has a plaster cast on an arm, to play
in order to prevent a forfeit. $ould the umpire agree to this request?
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No. If the cast cannot be removed, the player may not participate imet game other than as
a coach.2.5.1 f]

Jones takes the field wearing a knee brace that is padded. Two innings later the umap
notices that part of the metal hinge has worn through the padding.

Jones must repad the hinge bebre they can continue to play.2.5.1 f]

A player is discovered wearing (a) a neck chain under their playing uniform; or (b) looped
earrings which are taped to the ear lobe.

This is allowed provided the umpire does not judge the adornments to be distracting. If
judged to be distracting the umpire can ask that thitem be removed or covered. 2.5.1 g}

A player is disovered wearing (a) a medical alert necklace under their playing uniform or
(b) a medical alert bracelet on their wrist.

Legal. Medical alert bracelets or necklaces if judged to be distracting are to be taped but in
such a manner so that all radical information is visible.[2.5.1 g}

In the top of the 1st inning, the umpire notices that 6 of the players of Team A who are on
defense are wearing red, long sleeved undershirts, 2 players are not wearing undershirts
and one player is wearing hlie short sleeved undershirt. The umpire advised the coach of
Team A that the player wearing the blue short sleeved undershirt must remove it. The
umpire advises the coach that the player may either wear a red long sleeved undershirt or
no undershirt.

This action is correct R.5.1 b)]

Coaches Uniforms

p>2

i AQ 4EA [ ATAGAO Al A Al AAE | &£ OAAI 016 AOA x
OEi 00 OOUIi Ah 10 jAQq OEA [ AlACAO Al A Al AAE i

(a) is legal as long as what they are wearing is in the same cotacode as the team. In (b)
the work clothes are not legal. The uniforms of the manager and coach may differ from that
of the players, but those that are worn must be alike in colw and ade, and in accordance
with the color code of the team. Both should be dressed similarly, and both mus# in long
pants or in shorts. R.6]
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PARTICIPANTS

lllegal Player

In the 2nd inning, starting player F5 is legally substitted by S2. In the 3rd inning, F5
returns to the game without being announced to the umpire. The game continues into the
4th inning.

As soon as F5 reentered the game without being announced to the umpire, and one pitch
has been thrown, they beome an illegal player. Even though the umpire may be aware of
the lllegal Player, they may take no action until an appe& made by the offended team.
[3.1.8 a); 3.1.17;.2.3 e); 3.&¢); Effect 3.38]

"¢h Al OEI 1 ACAl Do adich Qubvith FiL kb Aukat 26l Fihe defedse ET
APPAAT AA OEAO "¢ EAA AAAT AAAI AOAA OEI |1 ACAI
After checking the ineOBD AAOAh OEA Oi PEOA AAAI AOAA "¢
Since R1 was also out, that out remains (@uts). A legal substitute must bentered into

the game for B2. 3.1.8 Effects: 3.5 Effect a) toe)]

lllegal Re-Entry

R1 on 1B with one out. B6 hits a ground ball to F6 for the double play. Before the defense
leaves the field, thedefensivecoach informs the plate umpire that the batter was an illegal
re-entry. What should the umpire rule?

The double play is allowed to stand. The illegal player and the manager are bejactedby

the umpire. [3.1.9 b); 3.3 a)iii; Effect3.26 lllegal re-entry a) tod) Effect a) ande)]

OIOMNQAIOABR O OEAEO bl AAARcdont Itiskhdw AAO
OEA bl AOA Oi PEOAGO AOOAMNOEI T AU

"oh Al @RI
AOT 6CEO Ol
B5 and the manager/coach are ejected. The proper batter, or a legal substitute, must take
OEAEO PI AAA ET OEA AAXGQAtONoneAsio@[3A.9;81.ADD 0T A
a)iii; Effects: 3.2 lllegal Reentry a) tod) Effect a) to €)

Starter Jones, (batting 7th) is removed from the game in the third inning for Substitute
Smith. In the fifth inning with runners in scoring position, the manager enters Jones into

the second position in the batting order. The defensive manager appealsttee umpire,
after one pitch to Jones.

An illegal re-entry and both Jones and the margger are ejected from the game.3[1.9 a);
3.1.16; 3.2.3 e); 3.8.b); 3.3 a)iii; Effects 3.8.a) Hfect]

Note: Preventive umpiring would have avoided this fom happening. The umpire, should
know that Jones was a starter, and must renter only in their original spot in the
batting order.

An lllegal Substitute

S1, who has been declared an ineligible player as a result of being an unrepdrseibstitute,
returns to the game in a later inning.

Page |21



Ruling:

3.1.11

Play 1

Ruling:

3.1.12

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

3.1.17

Play 1

Ruling:

Play 2

Ruling:

WBSC Softball Reformatte&lowpitch Casebook
Issued:October2019

The game is forf@ted to the team not at fault. B.1.10 c); 3.1.11; Effects: 36ZEffect f); 1.2.2
D))

Ineligible Player

Smith is removed from the game for being an unrepoed substitute in the second inning.

yl OEA &£ OO0OE ETTEITCh 31IEOE ¢iAO Oi OEA OEE
mates. The defensive team now appeals that Smith should not be allowed to coach, as they
were removed from the game.

Smith may continue to act as a base coach, as Smith was only removed from the game, not
ejected. A player removed from the game by the umpire, may no longer participate as a
player, but may coach[3.1.11; 3.1.7]

Ineligible Replacement Play er

Defensive player F5 is injured (and blood showing through their pants) when B4 slides into
third base. The replacement player inserted for F5 was the starting pitcher, who had been
OAiI T OAA mEOT i OEA PEOAEAOS O e&sibkedanader. AOA Of

The umpire should not allow this player toenter as a replacement player3.1.12 c); 3.1.14;
3.25¢€)]

yT OEA uvOE ETTEITCh 01 AUAO ' EO AOO AT A Al A
to put in a replacemant player because the bleeding cannot be stopped in a reasonable
amount of time. The coach asks if they can use Player B, who was a starting player but was
substituted for in the 3rd inning.

The umpire does not allow Player B to be a replacemeptayer as Player B is still eligible

to re-enter the game. A substitute who has not been in the game or has been substituted
out of the game or a starting player who has been substituted out of the game twice, may
be a replacement player[3.1.12 c); 3.114; 3.25 e)]

Re-Entry

A team manager tells the plate umpire that substitute Jones is batting for Smith and Smith
will re -enter on defense when the team next goes on defense.

The umpire shall accept the substitution of Jonestting for Smith, however no substitution
(including re-entry) should be reported to the umpire until the substitution is actually
made.

Note: Inform the manager to make the reentry when the actual substitution occurs,
because the tam may bat around and Jones could bat again in the same inning.
[3.1.16; 3.2.3 €); 3.B.C)]

Substitute Jones is entered into the game to bat for Smith in the third inning. Smith-re
enters in the 4th inning. In the 6th inning, Smith becomes injed and has blood on their
uniform. Jones is entered as a replacement player for Smith.

This is legal. A substitute cannotrd T OAO A CAT A O11 AOGO AO A 02
injured player under the blood ruling. [3.1.16; 3.2.6 &i, 3.261)]
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