
HE Division 3 
game between 
the Barflies and 
Vipers was 

halted in the top of the 
third inning when Vipers 
3rd baseman Ian Mil-
lar (pictured) suf-
fered a severely 
cut eyebrow, 
needing stitches, 
as a throw from 
the outfield 
bounced off his 
glove into his 
face. The 
game was im-
mediately 
stopped as 
Miller’s de-

parture  along with a 
team-mate left the Vi-
pers with too few play-
ers to continue. Techni-
cally this could result in 
a forfeit, but MSL 

precedent has 
seen 
games 
continued 
at a later 
date af-
ter such 
an inci-
dent, the 

most 
re-
cent 
case 
be-

ing the Blue Jays—
Meteors game in July 
2017, which was com-
pleted the next time 
the pair met, a few 
weeks later. 
Apart from that, the 
main news last week—
away from the footy on 
telly—was second suc-
cessive defeats for both 
last year’s league win-
ners and runners-up, an 
unprecedented situa-
tion. In fact the reigning 
champions have only 
once before in the his-
tory of MSL lost their 

(Continued on page 2) 

Vipers game ends with hospital trip for Millar 

Single sex softball is back 
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HIS week 
sees the re-
turn of 
league single 

sex softball to the MSL 
after a three-year gap. 
Manchester teams 
have a long and suc-
cessful history at the 
Single Sex nationals 
but there have been 
only a few attempts to 

organise other single 
sex fixtures. The only 
serious attempt to run 
a league was in 2014 
and 2015 when the 
Thunder club domi-
nated both Men’s and 
Women’s competi-
tions. This was very 
enjoyable for many of 
us who took part but 
fell victim to a shortage 
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This week’s games 

Showing streak, pitch and blu 

CAM 5W @ GRX 3W (0, MD) 

LIO 2L @ DOD 1L (4,PF) 

MHM 1W @ MV2 2L (7, AG) 

THU 3W @ MAV 5L (3, TLF) 

MRD 2L @ CM2 1W (2, MH) 

MKT 3W @ BAT 2L (6, HS) 

SPE 6L @ TIG 1W (1) 

HAC 1L @ TH3 1L (6, IC) 

TH2 2W @ BFL 1ic (6, PF) 

VIP 1ic @ TTN 1W (7, LA) 

ENF 1L @ BLJ 1L (3, SS) 

FRZ 1W @ STG 1W (8, JC) 

RIP 1L @ BND 1W (2, AT) 

SWI 2L @ TGG 1W (6, MG) 

TH4 1L @ BIV 1W (7, LH) 
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of willing organisers and 
some problems with 
competitive balance, par-
ticularly in the women’s 
games, that did put some 
people off repeating the 
experience. 

The return of the league 
follows on from the two 
successful friendly games 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dave Wareham 



opening two games (see Ask 
Statto, page 4). Lions and Thun-
der both started slowly with 
two shut-outs before the rum-
blers edged into a 2-run lead 
which the big cats immediately 
countered. After four innings it 
was 4-4, then over the next two 
innings Thunder took first a one
- then a two-run lead which in 
the end turned out to be a run 
too many for the Lions. Mean-
while the Mavericks, last year’s 
runners-up, were facing the 
newly promoted Mayhem. 
Again after two shut-out in-
nings , Mavs had established a 
5-0 lead after 3½ innings to 
which the Mossley crew re-
sponded with a six-run fourth 
inning. Mavs regained the lead 
with two one-run innings, but 
Mayhem had home advantage, 
and got the go-ahead run in the 
bottom of the seventh. Camels 
roared into an early lead (OK, I 
know camels don’t actually 
roar) with an 11-run opening 
inning against the Dodgers, and 
were 16-5 up going into the 
fourth. But the biscuiteers 
fought back to within two runs 
with nine of their own, only to 
allow the bactrians to extend 
their lead. In the end Dodgers 
needed three to make Camels 
bat a final time, but came up 
one short. The division’s other 
game was a fairly easy ride for 
Greensox, who, having beaten 
the senior Mavs last week, mer-
cied Mavericks II. 
IN Division 2, Meerkats contin-
ued their revival, following their 
relegation reprieve, beating 

Vipers game ends with hospital 
trip (Continued from page 1) 

Sunday: Steve Kellett (Speeders) 

Tuesday: Anthony Henderson 
(Rippers), Krista Williams (Bats) 

Wednesday: Megan Greenwood 
(Freeze) 

Thursday: Bryn Jones 
(Marauders) 

Friday: Carla Zuill (Bats) 

Saturday: Tereza Kokocińska 
(Tigers) 

Birthdays 
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Speeders in a game  in which they 
were always in control, until 
Speeders reduced the deficit with 
seven runs in the fifth and sixth. 
But the fast ones were not able to 
register enough runs in the top of 
the seventh to make the Kats bat, 
and the suricates remain top after 
two games. Sharks followed up on 
their opening-day win with a de-
feat of the Bats in a hard-fought 
but friendly game which was 
evenly poised until the Scousers 
pulled away with five runs in the 
bottom of the sixth.  Meanwhile 
the Tigers were first to the pub 
after mauling the Marauders, 
playing one short, in four innings. 
DIVISION 3 saw a couple of slug 
fests away from the emergency 
room, as Thunder II and Hackers 
traded bat-arounds before the 
secondary rumblers took a deci-
sive six-run lead in the bottom of 
the fifth. And there were 50 runs 
scored in the five innings that the 
poor light allowed as Thunder III 
beat Titans 26-24. 
IN Tuesday’s games 17 was a 
popular losing score, with two 18-
17 results, and a third game end-
ing 20-17. Base Invaders and Rip-
pers played nip and tuck, with the 
lead being passed around like a 
hot potato, before a scoreless final 
inning settled the matter. The ex-
citement was evidently too much 
for the Invaders captain, who in-
curred a suspended one-point de-
duction for a scoresheet blunder 
(see page 5). The game between 
Freeze and Blue Jays ended with 
the same score. Jays might have 
thought a 13-5 lead after three 
innings was healthy enough, but 
the Mayhem thirds scored steadily 
to close the gap. Nevertheless go-

ing into the final inning they 
needed to score four in the 
bottom of the 7th to take the 
win, which they duly managed. 
The Enforcers got off to a good 
start against the Bandidos, 
with a six-run opener, but the 
hombres hit back with a bat-
around. After two it was 8-8 
but the bobbies’ bats dried up 
while the Mexicans continued 
to hit, with 12 runs in the 5th 
inning precipitating the mercy 
rule. The Tiggers and Colt 45s 
were tied up at 6-6 after four 
innings, but the smaller cats 
batted round the order  to es-
tablish a lead which proved 
unassailable, though the Colts 
did get three of the six needed 
to take the game into extra 
innings. The league’s similarly 
named newbies were less 
evenly matched as the Swing-
ers were well and truly stung 
by the Stingers, who batted 
round the order in three of 
their four innings (twice in the 
third) to register a comprehen-
sive victory. 
 



Match reports 

Tigers maul one-short        
Marauders 
Marauders 3  1  0 0 4 
Tigers 4 11 4 5 24 
RAR, Pitch 7, Umpire Jonny Creelman 

MARAUDERS Bryn Jones (LF), Bailey 
Saunders (2B), Chris Thompson (SS), 
Beth Jarrett (RF), Jordan Wilcock (3B), Liz 
Lyon (1B), Stuart Coppock (LC), Kyrstie 
Hewitt (C), Richard Goar (P) 

TIGERS Craig Brooks (RC), Alyssa Jones 
(RF), Dan Downes (SS), Emma Pritchard 
(LC), Jonny Huck (LF), Jackie Ervin (1B), 
Bradley Hadwin (2B), Sally Cottam (3B), 
Steve Beddows (P), Holly Smith (C) 
HRs: Downes 3, Cottam 

Tigers had a comfortable first win 
over a gallant Marauders team 
who had to play one short. After a 
reasonably even first inning, Tigers 
burst into life in the second, bat-
ting round the order and chalking 
up 11 runs. That killed the game as 
a contest and Tigers wrapped 
things up by the end of the fourth. 

After a couple of errors in the first 
everyone played well in the field, 
with a truly excellent throw to 1st 
by Sally Cottam and some impres-
sive catching the outfield the main 
highlights. With the bats there 
were a number of strong perform-
ances. Three home runs from Dan 
Dowes grabbed the headlines, with 
Cottam also recording a 4-bagger 
on her season debut. OBP leaders 
were Craig Brooks, Downes, Steve 
Beddows and hard-hittin’ Holly 
Smith who all batted 1.000. 

Overall this was a good solid win 
after last week's set back and got 
the Tigers’ league season back on 
track. Dave Wareham 
MVPs Lyon, Goar (MRD), Cottam, Brooks 
(TIG) 
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Rippers come second 
Base Invaders 4 1 3 5 2 3 0 18 
Rippers 1 7 4 0 4 1 0 17 
Pitch 8, Umpire Jonny Creelman 

BASE INVADERS Chris Norton (LC), 
Jen Brooks (1B), Tom Pullan (SS), 
Sophie Addison (LF), Mike Miah (P), 
Kayleigh McClellan (C), Mike Fox (3B), 
Jess Hurrell Watson (2B), Dan Howe 
(RC), Alex O’Brien (RF) 
HRs: Norton, Addison, Miah 2 

RIPPERS Scott Humphrey (CL), Olivia 
Bowes (3B), Bruce (P), Rose Brooke 
(C), Scott Barton (SS), Jo Nuttall (1B), 
Anthony Henderson (2B), Lorraine 
Whetton (LF), Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3) 
(RF), Caroline Kotras (CR) 
HRs:  Bastiampillai 2 

A Rippers speciality, defeat 
snatched from the jaws of victory 
against Base Invaders today, but 
only just! We fielded well but our 
batting was pretty sharp, espe-
cially from the females—and su-
perstar guest Dilan Bastiampillai 
who gifted us two home runs! 
Male MVP award went to Scott 
Humphrey who brought some 
nippy balls to Jolly (Justine) Al-
derman blocking cheeky runners 
as their successful SS-1B relation-
ship continues to flourish. Fe-
male MVP was Olivia Bowes, in 
her first ever outdoor game, re-
minding us all of her ace batting 
from indoor—but with no ceiling 
lights to hold her back. Great bat-
ting and running from both Scott 
Barton and Caroline Kotras, and 
brilliant support from Lorraine 
Wetton who was ruling right 
field. Anthony Henderson got 
some pretty swift catches on sec-
ond, backing up any baddies with 
the bollocks to sneak past Joanne 
Nuttall, and Al Bruce was a top 
skip, perky pitcher and brutish 

batsman. Big ups to Rose 
Brooke’s little mate, the 
springer spaniel who was 
mooching behind her attempts 
at catcher and chomping down 
on any balls he beat her to. And 
let’s hear it for Joanne, for a 
courageous tumble right at the 
home plate, planting herself on 
her bottom just centimetres 
from glory but with a huge grin. 
A metaphor for tonight’s game?  
Rose Brooke with Scott Hum-
phrey. 
MVPs Addison, Miah (BIV), Bowes, 
Humphrey (RIP) 

Tiggers off to winning start  
Tiggers 3 0 2 1 8 5 1 20 
Colt 45s 0 3 0 3 3 5 3 17 
Pitch 7, Umpire Liam Harris 

TIGGERS Oliver  Sharpe (3B), Lynsey 
Taylor (2B), Ed Covington (SS), Mikala 
Martin (1B), James Wright (LF), Ra-
chel Andrews (LC), Aiden Peakman 
(RC), Rebecca Crawford (RF), Evie 
Sanders (C); Sub—Stephen Girling 
(for Peakman) 
HR: Wright 

COLT 45s Angela Johnston (1B), 
Andy reid (SS), Mel Redfern (RF), 
Graham Hartley (RC), Nikki Pugh (2B), 
Phil cosgrove (P), Nic Jones (C), Tom 
Currie (3B), Pippa Pugh (LF), Jamie 
Saul (LC); Sub—Ellie Swallow (for 
Redfern) 

Tiggers’ first league game  
ended in a deserved victory 
over a spirited Colt 45s team 
that never went away. It was 
nip and tuck for the first four 
innings before an 8-run top of 
the fifth gave Tiggers a big lead 
that set up their win. 

There were lots of good per-
formances in the field. Olly 
Medley was excellent at 3rd, Ed 

(Continued on page 4) 



between the Crazy Bat Ladies (CBL) and Show 
Us Your Hits (SUYH) (pictured) that were played 
last year. We should also benefit from the suc-
cessful single-sex indoor league that ran last 
winter and provided an opportunity for many 
new players to play single-sex softball for the 
first time.  

For the moment we have four women’s teams 
playing in a round robin, followed 
by a play-off round. The door is 
also open for men’s teams to play 
if the interest is there.  

The teams are SUYH (captain Annie 
Downes), Camels CBL (Hayley 
McTear), Pitchslap (Sonia Hine) 
and Mavericks (Emma Carruthers, 
Tanya Basu). 

This week sees the opening round 
of fixtures, SUYH @ Mavericks and 
Pitchslap @ Camels CBL, with fur-
ther games on June 3rd and July 
15th. 

Single sex softball is back (Continued from page 1) 

In last week’s round-up, it would appear that Swing-
ers played both the Colt 45s and the Blue Jays. It was 
the Stingers who lost to the Colts. I fear with two 
such similar names, this is a correction that we might 
not have seen the last of. 

In Week 1’s score sheet the Sharks reported home-
runs by  Liam Harris and Mike Jordan. That should 
have read Liam Harris, Mike Hulme and Jordan 
Colton: a reminder to captains to provide full names 
of scorers, MVPs and guests (including their parent 
team) on score sheets and team sheets. 

Hector Martinez, who scored a home run for the 
Speeders last week, was playing as a guest. 

… and a word about names 
While we’re on the subject, it is a continued source of 
confusion when captains list players by their maiden 
names when they are rostered under their married 
names, or vice versa. Or omit half of a hyphened 
named. Please be consistent. 

Corrections ... 
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Covington gave some welcome experience at 
short stop, Lynsey Taylor put in a really promis-
ing performance on 2nd and Mikala Martin was 
impressive at 1st. Steve Girling made some nice 
plays in centre right and James Wright made 
one really excellent catch on a line drive in left. 

At the plate Medley was the OBP leader, going 6 
for 6. Female leaders were Rachel Andrews and 
Martin, each going 4 for 5. Home-run hero was 
James Wright who hit a screaming line drive to 
lead off the fifth inning. 

Overall Tiggers produced a really impressive 
first performance and deserved their win.  

Dave Wareham 
MVPs Martin, Covington (TGG), Swallow, Cosgrove (COL) 

Match reports (Continued from page 3) 

Two rule innovations allow extra batters (beyond 
the 11 normally allowed), and a limit on runs 
scored in the first four innings, to avoid the one-
sided games seen in previous years. Results will be 
reported here.  
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LAST week the Barflies and Rippers submitted their 
scoresheet including the box-score as pictured  here. 

As can be clearly seen, the individual inning scores for 
the away team add up to 19, not 18. The correct total 
should be 18, so there is a mistake in one of the in-
nings totals. This situation is explicitly covered in the 
Captain’s Handbook, Section 5.3 listing automatic tar-
iff punishments set by precedent. In particular 5.3.3 
reads “Automatic one-point deduction, suspended: 
[…] Signing a scoresheet showing the correct result 
but with incorrect box-score details (eg innings scores 
and total do not tally)”. There is also precedent: last 
season there were two similar incidents (Hackers-
Phoenix and Rippers-Blue Jays). 

Accordingly, both teams have been served with no-
tice that this tariff punishment is in force, and will in-
cur the 1-point deduction if they commit  another 
(paperwork-related) infringement this season. 

On behalf of the Exec 

Suspended points deduction for 
paperwork error 

UoM win LGBT tourney 

The University of Manchester team 
Maelstrom won the gold level final 
of last weekend’s LGBT tourna-
ment. ATtsilver level, The Team 
were successful, while Base Invad-
ers won the bronze. 

There was a  raffle and coconut 
shy which raised lots of money for 
Pride Youth Games . 

Full report next week 

 
Photo Linni Mitchell 

Alex Hall deadline this Friday 

The deadline for registering for this year’s Alex 
Hall tournament is this Friday, May 17th. 

For those who don’t know, this is an annual can-
cer charity tournament named after a former 
Manchester softball player. You enter the tour-
nament as an individual (fee £20) and are as-
signed to a colour-coded team, which will or-
ganize a fancy dress theme and colour-matching 
picnic. The accent is on fun, with Jokers (where 
a play can be called back) a popular feature. 

Organizer Mike Connolly writes: It will be a Parrs 
Wood on June 1st (and yes we will be finished 
in plenty of time in case you have anything 
planned later that evening). 
Given the bank holiday etc, I need to have all 
applications in by close of play May 17th so I 
can get the order for t-shirts etc. sent off to the 
printers on the Saturday. 
Please email alexhall2019@aol.com if you 
want to take part, giving your name, t-shirt 
size, preferred position, current team and 
playing experience. On-line payment details 
can be supplied on request. 
It is a great day and a great charity to support. 
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In this article I want to argue that we should change 
the league structure for 2020 so that we have bigger 
divisions (nine teams in Divisions 1 and 2) and go 
back to two rather than three playing nights. And 
here’s the reasons why. 

There are a number of problems with the current 
structure. In no particular order: 

The 8-team divisions are more vulnerable to teams 
folding over the winter than a 9-team division would 
be. In both the last two off seasons teams have been 
placed in a different division to the one they 
“should” have been in by the Exec as a result of 
teams folding. If we moved to a system of larger divi-
sions this would be less of a problem as we would 
still have a viable division even if a couple of teams 
folded. 

In theory we should have had eight teams in each of 
the top three divisions (meaning no rest weeks) for 
the last few years, but in practice we have never had 
24 teams in these divisions: 22 has been the norm, 
and there have been rest weeks in two of the three 
top divisions each year until this one – when a 6-
team Division 3 means instead that teams in that 
division will get fewer league games than anyone 
else in the league. 

Again we “should” have eight teams in Division 3 but 
because of teams folding etc., we have never man-
aged to fill it. If we ever did manage to get a full 
eight teams in the Division we wouldd have an even 
bigger problem – because we only have three 
pitches available on Thursday nights. If we accept 
that we can only have a maximum of seven teams on 
Thursday that means that that division is always 
more vulnerable to teams folding. 

Having only one division play on that night means it 
is far harder to cope if we lose two or more teams at 
the same time – we don’t want to end up with a 5-
team division. If that sort of thing happened to a di-
vision that played on another night we could cope 
much more easily (by promoting or relegating other 
teams or playing inter-divisional games. 

The lack of spare pitches on Thursday means that 
there is no easy way of sorting these problems 
out whilst continuing to play on that night. 

Playing on three nights has increased the number 
of teams changing playing night each year. 
Changing playing night can be a real problem for 
some players so It is something we should look to 
minimise. 

The Division 3 teams are a bit cut off from the 
rest of the league and using Thursday for Division 
3 games means we are no longer able to use it 
for other things (e.g. single sex games). 

The current 8-team, 2½ rotation scheme puts too 
much emphasis on the end-of-season games 
which are also the ones most likely to be for-
feited (partly because many people go on holiday 
in August).  For example in each of the last two 
seasons, forfeits have had a decisive impact on 
deciding who won promotion from Division 3. 

So what should we do ? 
My suggestion is as follows: 

We should increase the size of Divisions 1 and 2 
to nine teams. They would play  two whole rota-
tions, which would give each team 16 games, and 
would take 18 weeks. That would also require 
significant promotion and reduced relegation at 
the end of this season—see box. 

We would then have the rest of the Division 3 
teams play on a Tuesday, in two divisions (size 
depending on how many teams we have, but 

Talking point: A new league structure? 

Promotion and relegation at the end of this  
season: 

Div. Promote Relegate Result 

1 n/a 1 8-1+2 = 9 

2 2 1 7-1+3 = 9 

3 3 0 6-3+4 = 7 

4/5 4 0 11-4 = 7 assuming 
no new teams 
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given the loss of four teams to Division 3, it is 
unlikely that we would start with five divisions). 

Potential problems with the new structure ? 
There would have to be one Wednesday game a 
week at Parrs Wood (unless we can get another 
university pitch) so not everyone plays at the same 
venue. 

We would need one more umpire on Wednes-
days—we already struggle to cover all the games, 
but with two resting teams that should increase the 

pool of available umpires. 

It adds an extra week to the season. 

*                        *                       * 

The Exec is planning to meet soon to discuss this 
proposal, and if it is in favour, a Captains’ Meeting 
will be called (which will also deal with any business 
postponed from the pre-season meeting which was 
cancelled). 

In the meantime, Bases Loaded welcomes all com-
ments on this proposal. 

Dave Wareham 
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Continuing this revived series, we 
meet the captain of Drizzle as 
they were known, now Thunder 
II. 

BL: Where are you from origi-
nally and what brought you to 
Manchester? 

AB: I’m originally from North 
Staffordshire – actually originally 
I’m from Jakarta, Indonesia, a 
long time ago – but then Basing-
stoke, Stoke, and then Manches-
ter. So I’ve completed my jour-
ney as far north as I’m happy go-
ing. 

BL: What brought you to Man-
chester? 

AB: Let’s say a girl. Not the cur-
rent girl, I should say. [At this 
point we were interrupted, so I 
was not able to pursue this inter-
esting revelation.] 

BL: What do you do in real life? 

AB: Well, I write a lot about 
tyres. And the tyre industry. 
For a magazine and website. 
Actually two websites now. I 
edit those: that’s my job. I 
wouldn’t call that “real life” 
though. I drive nice cars as well. 

BL: For example? 

AB: My favourite is a bit of a bor-
ing choice but it’s the Audi R8. 
I’ve had several goes in that and 
it’s good. When there's a new 
tyre product to launch, the 
manufacturers hire nice cars for 
us to razz around tracks or glam-
orous city break locations. I also 
do truck, farm, large industrial 
etc, but the demos are usually a 

#27 Andrew Bogie (Thunder II) What’s in your bag? 

bit less glamorous. I think the 
main reason for getting that job 
was firstly I was cheap and sec-
ondly my grammar was alright. 

BL: Let’s move on. What got you 
into softball? 

AB: My friend Tomm 
Childs knew 
Pete Wilkin-
son who 
played for 
the 
Mossley 
team, and 
Tomm men-
tioned to me 
in the pub 
that 

he 
was 
think-
ing of 
playing 
softball. 
I’d been 
thinking 
of playing 
cricket but 

didn’t want to spend so much 
time away from the house be-
cause of another girl so I 
thought I’d give it a go. And I 
loved it immediately and now 
I’m well into baseball too, 
much to my wife’s chagrin. 

BL: What is your best achieve-
ment or happiest memory 
playing softball? 

AB: Happiest memory would 
be the start of last season 
when we scrambled to get 

a Drizzle team together and 
then comfortably beat the 

Tigers with some unexpect-
edly awesome soft-

ball. It didn’t get 
better from 

there last 
season, but 
finishing 
third a lot 
is my 
main 
thing in 
softball: 
we al-
ways fin-
ish third. 

I expect to 
finish third 

again this year. 
Let’s put that 
in. That will 
please the 
committee. 

BL: So final 
question, to 
quote the 
title of this 



Page 9 Volume 25 Issue 3 

series: “What’s in your bag?” Any-
thing interesting? 

AB: Well for a while I decided I 
wanted to go completely Mizuno, 
as nobody seemed to be using 
them. So I got two quite bad bats, 
which are Mizuno: a Blackout and 
a green one whose name I can’t 
even remember. But now I’ve got 
a Demarini Juggy because I found 
out that I could hit quite a lot fur-
ther with that. What else? I’ve got 
a piece of lemon drizzle cake 
(pictured) which is a throwback to 
my team’s former name. I’ve got 
a few balls, including two 
weighted balls which are a gift 
from my wife, just for warm-up: 
they’re heavier so they make your 
arm work a bit harder. An old 
Thunder shirt: I bought a shirt and 
then they immediately changed 
the design. Oh I’ve got a big old 
Bluetooth speaker and a music 
player which everyone has been 
taking the mickey out of because 
it’s not an iPod but actually it’s far 
better than an iPod. Some tape, 
because my team members that 
wear jewellery do not remember 
to bring their own. Some ibupro-
fen, and some deep freeze, and 
that’s pretty much it. 

BL: That sounds pretty compre-
hensive. Sounds like a captain’s 
bag. Thank you very much.  

 

Next week: Superman and      
Wonderwoman, or maybe it’s just 
Batman and Batgirl? And Krispy 
Kreme doughnuts. 

HE start of the season 
has seen some sur-
prise results, not least 
two losses each for 

last year’s winners and runners-
up, the Lions and Mavericks. 
Mark ‘Griff’ Griffin asks if this 
has ever happened before. 

Well, Griff,  on six occasions the 
reigning champions have made 
a losing start, but won their sec-
ond game, and 
gone on to end 
the season as 
winners on two 
occasions, run-
ners-up on three, 
and 3rd-place once. 

Making a worse start than that 
has happened to the reigning 
champions just once before, 
way back in 1997, when the 
reigning champion Foghorns 
lost their four opening games 
and went on to complete a dis-
mal season winning just one 
game, tying one and losing ten, 
ending up bottom. At the end of 
that season they disbanded, 
with many of their players join-
ing the newly formed 3-Base 
Speeders, who inherited their 
records (though it is not strictly 
accurate to regard the Speeders 
as successors of the Foghorns). 
In actual fact, around this time 
there was a lot of movement 
between teams, and it is ques-
tionable even whether the 1997 
Foghorns were substantially the 

Ask Statto: Have the reigning champions ever 
made a worse start? 

same team  as had won the 
title the previous year. How-
ever, the Speeders did win 
Division 2 in their maiden 
year, were promoted, and 
were good enough to come 
3rd in 1999 (which had a 
weird two-conference system 
with play-offs at the end of 
the season). Although there 
are still a few players from 

that era play-
ing, as far as 
we know, 
none of the 
players in-
volved in 
those two 

contrasting Foghorn seasons 
are still around. 

By the way, new players may 
be interested to know that 
when MSL first started, al-
most all the teams were 
named after areas of South 
Manchester: the Foghorns 
were based in Fog Lane Park, 
Didsbury. 

 

C OMING back to the 
present, it is not only 
the champions who 

have started with two losses, 
but last year’s runners-up 
too. The previous year’s top 
two both starting with two 
losses has  never happened 
before in MSL history. 

In 1997 the reigning      
champions lost their 
four opening games 
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Division 1 

Camels @ Mayhem (4, PF) Last meeting 16 August 
2017 (Division 2), Camels won 29-1 in 4 innings on 
their way to promotion, taking a 3-2 lead in all meet-
ings. 

Dodgers @ Thunder (0, AG) Last meeting 15 August 
2018, Dodgers won 10-9 in 8 innings, but Thunder 
lead 14-6 in all meetings. 

Greensox @ Lions (2, HS) Last meeting 29 August 
2018, Lions won 19-11 to go top of the standings 
and set up a title decider the following week. Green-
sox are the only current opponents that have a win-
ning record against the Lions, 22-14. 

Mavericks II @ Mavericks (1) It’s derby day in Mav-
land as these two meet for the first time. 

Division 2 

Camels II @ Speeders (6, LL) Last meeting 25 July 
2018, Camels won 14-9, their first win in four meet-
ings. 

Sharks @ Meerkats (3, MD) Last meeting also 25 
July 2018, Sharks won 19-7, to tie up the four-game 
all-time series at 2-2. 

Tigers @ Bats (7, JC) Last meeting 24 August 2017 
(Division 3). Bats completed their perfect season 
with a 15-9 win, which also gave hen a 3-2 edge in all 
meetings. 

Marauders rest 

Division 3 

Thunder III @ Thunder II (8, IC) Last meeting 26 July 
2016 (Division 4). These clubmates, until last year 
known as Hurricanes and Drizzle respectively 
(despite Drizzle originally being the junior of the 
two) have a history of rivalry, with Drizzle (that is, 
Thunder II) holding a 6-5 lead in all meetings. The 
Hurricanes’ promotion last year sees the return of  
the Thunderby. 

Titans @ Barflies (7, DD) Last meeting 7 August 2018 
(Division 4), Barflies won a close-fought game by the 
odd run in 45, with the initiative changing hands sev-
eral times. Barflies have won five of their six meet-

Next week’s games (21/22/23 May) 
ings.  

Vipers @ Hackers (6, ML) Last meeting 12 July 
2018, Hackers completed the double in this pair’s 
first season in the same division with a 27-24 win. 

Division 4 

Bandidos @ Thunder IV (6, SS) First ever meeting  

Blue Jays @ Rippers (8, JC) The only Division 4 
match-up this week with any history, last meeting 
14 August 2018, Blue Jays won 18-9 and lead 4-1 
in all meetings. 

Colt 45s @ Swingers (4, AT) First ever meeting. 

Stingers @ Enforers (2, MG) First ever meeting. 

Tiggers @ Freeze (7, LH) First ever meeting. 

Base Invaders rest 

Photo: Sam
ara Jayne 

Division 3’s leading HR hitter, Steve Bartlett  



Division 1 – Female 
1 - Emma Agostini (MHM), Nic 
Duerden (LIO), Faye Dunlop 
(MV2), Jade Shaw (LIO)  
Division 1 – Male 
2 - Tom Russell (GRX), Shane 
Sharp (DOD) 
1 - Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Eli 
Dorronsoro (DOD), Gareth Ev-
ans (CAM), Joe Grantham 
(THU), Chris Gresty (MV2), 
Danny Gunn (GRX), Steve How-
ard (THU), Adam Hugill (CAM), 
Benkei Johnson (LIO), Andy Lott 
(CAM), Oscar Marenco (GRX), 
Ross Maskell (MHM), Colin 
McKie (CAM), Gordon Milson 
(LIO), Adam Roberts (LIO)  
Division 2 - Female 

1 - Sally Cottam (TIG)  

Division 2 – Male 
3 - Dan Downes (TIG) 
2 - Jordan Colton (SHA), 
Graeme Nixon (SHA) 
1 - Tom Atkinson (CM2), Liam 
Harris (SHA), Mike Hulme 
(SHA), Chris Lennon (SPE), Hec-
tor Martinez (BAT), Simon 
Sharp (MKT)  

Division 3 – Female 
1 – Katie Flanagan (TTN) 

Division 3 – Male 
4 - Steve Bartlett (TH2) pictured 
opposite 
3 - Aleck Aspinall (BFL) 
2 - Dan O'Brien (TTN), Ian Rad-
ford* (HAC) 
1 - Andrew Bogie (TH2), Nahan 
Brookes (VIP), Dean Cull (TH3), 
Simon Grainger (TTN), Charlie 
Hughes* (TH3), Olly Medley 
(TTN), Richard Sarver (TH3), Jon 
Taylor (TH2), Taj Uddin (VIP), 
Paul Warburton (BFL)  
Division 4 – Female 
3 - Chloe Llewellyn (BND) 
1 - Sophie Addison (BIV), Han-

Base Invaders 4 1 3 5 2 3 0 18 
Rippers 1 7 4 0 4 1 0 17 
Pitch 8, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HRs: BIV Chris Norton, Sophie Addison, 
Mike Miah 2; RIP Dilan Bastiampillai 
(TH3) 2 

Blue Jays 7 6 0 0 0 4 0 17 
Freeze 1 4 0 5 2 2 4 18 
Pitch 2, Umpire Amy Tanner 
HRs: BLJ Tom Huntley; FRZ Darren 
Bamford 3, James Tanner 

Stingers 10 5 15 7 37 
Swingers  0  1  1  2 4 
RAR, Pitch 4, Umpire Mike Goff 
HRs: STG Ross Bloomberg 2 (1GS), 
Conrad Teixeira (GS), Hannah Wint, 
Josh Normie 

Tiggers 3 0 2 1 8 5 1 20 
Colt 45s 0 3 0 3 3 5 3 17 
Pitch 7, Umpire Liam Harris 
HR: TGG James Wright 

(Continued from page 12) 

BAT Beryl Lannin-Jones (1B), Jerry Seabridge (P) 
BIV Sophie Addison (LF), Mike Miah (P) 
BLJ Kirsty Ahmed (C), Jonno Wrigley (CR) 
BND Janine Hickie (1B), Peter O’Hare (EP) 
CAM Claire Higgs (C), Andy Lott (LF) 
COL  Elie Swallow (Sub), Phil Cosgrove (P) 
DOD April Hutchen (LF), Jeivo Gomez (CL) 
ENF Nancy Bennett (3B), Andy Whatmore (LF) 
FRZ Malyn Wainwright (3B), Darren Bamford (SS) 
GRX Tanya Lochery (2B), Tom Russell (SS) 
HAC Isla Gemmill (LF), Sam Gardener (RC) 
LIO Hiroe Ryan (1B), Gordon Milson (LF) 
MAV Jo Griffin (C), Adam Cole (P) 
MHM Emma Agostini (3B), Luis Carlino (SS) 
MKT Amy Miller (1B), Simon Sharp (LF) 
MRD Liz Lyon (1B), Richard Goar (P) 
MV2 Faye Dunlop (2B), Chris Gresty (SS) 
RIP Olivia Bowes(3B) , Scott Humphrey (CL) 
SHA Mike Hulme (SS), Joiccy Rosaria (1B) 
SPE Emma Bennett (LF), Adam Barnish (RF) 
STG Chloe Patient (P), Ross Bloomberg (LF) 
SWI Sally Higginbottom (3B), Kieron Heaven (P) 
THU Sian Payne (3B), Joe Grantham (RC) 
TH2 Becci Wadeson (LF), Steve Bartlett (P) 
TH3 Lauren Pritchard-Greer (RF), Charlie Hughes (P) 
TGG Mihala Martin (1B), Ed Covington (SS) 
TIG Sally Cottam (3B), Craig Brooks (RC) 
TTN Katie Flangan (LC), Olly Medley (1B) 
 
Names appear exactly as submitted 

Home runs 
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MVPs 

nah Wint (STG)  

Division 4 – Male 
4 - Tom Huntley (BLJ) 
3 - Darren Bamford (FRZ), Ross Birch 
(BND), Mike Miah (BIV) 
2 - Ross Bloomberg* (STG), Liam Morri-
son (BND) 
1 - Bryn Davies (ENF), Anthony Hender-
son (RIP), Greg Howard (ENF), Phil 
Kirby (TH4), Adam Morrison 
(BND),  Josh Normie (STG), Chris Nor-
ton (BIV), Peter O'Hare (BND), Jonny 
Preston (BND), Simon Ronksley (BLJ), 
Jamie Saul (COL), Jay Stevens (FRZ), 
James Tanner (FRZ), Conrad Teixeira* 
(STG), James Wright (TGG), Jono Wrig-
ley (BLJ)  
 
* grand slam 

UP 
Olivia Bowes (RIP) for Vipers (1st) 

Annie Downes (TH2) for Dodgers (1st) 

Katie Flanagan (TTN) for Meerkats (1st) 

Jess Hurrell-Watson (BIV) for Titans (1st) 

David Warren (TH2) for Mavericks II (1st) 

DOWN 
Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3) for Rippers 

Emma Carruthers (MAV) for Hackers 

Dan Downes (TIG) for Vipers 

Joe Grantham (THU) for Barflies 

Ross Maskell (MHM) for Barflies 

Kellie Whitaker (THU) for Thunder II 

Taj Udin (VIP) for Blue Jays 

Transfer 
Sam Gardiner, Enforcers to   
Hackers, 8 May 

Guest appearances 



Division 1 

Dodgers  2  1 2 9 0 3 2 19 
Camels 11 5 0 0 3 1 x 20 
Pitch 0, Umpire Tony La Fave 
HRs: CAM Adam Hugill, Gareth Evans 

Lions 0 0 0 4 4 0 1 9 
Thunder 0 0 2 2 5 1 x 10 
Pitch 6, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: LIO Benkei Johnson, Gordon Mil-
son; THU Steve Howard 

Mavericks 0 0 1 4 0 1 1 7 
Mayhem 0 0 0 6 0 0 2 8 
Pitch 1, Umpire Al Green 

Mavericks II 5 0 1 2 1 0 9 
Greensox 9 2 2 3 4 4 24 
RAR, Pitch 3, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: MV2 Chris Gresty; GRX Tom Rus-
sell, Oscar Marenco, Danny Gunn 

Division 2 

Bats 1 5 0 0 1 1 1 9 
Sharks 0 6 0 0 2 5 x 13 
Pitch 2, Umpire Harry Somers 
HRs: BAT Hecotr Martinez; SHA Graeme 
Nickson 2, Jordan Colton 

Marauders 3  1  0 0 4 
Tigers 4 11 4 5 24 
RAR, Pitch 7, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HRs: TIG Dan Downes 3, Sally Cottam 

Speeders 0 1 0 0 5 2 1 9 
Meerkats 2 1 4 2 0 1 x 10 
Pitch 4, Umpire Mike Davies 
HR: SPE Chris Lennon 

Division 3 

Barflies 3 3 1  
Vipers 0 1  
Game halted due to injury, Pitch 6, Um-
pire Ian Caird 

Hackers 1 7 4 3 0 2 2 19 
Thunder II 7 2 6 0 6 2 x 23 
Pitch 7, Umpire Mike Lott 
HRs: TH2 Steve Bartlett, Jon Taylor 

Thunder III 6 4 10 1 3 24 
Titans 7 4  7  3 5 26 
Bad light, Pitch 8, Umpire Dave Dean 
HRs: TH3 Charlie Hughes (GS), Dean 
Cull; TTN Olly medley, Daniel O’Brien, 
Simon Grainger 

Division 4 

Bandidos 1 7 6 5 12 31 
Enforcers 6 2 2 1  3 14 
RAR, Pitch 3, Umpire Stephen Shearer 
HRs: BND Adam Morrison, Ross Birch, 
Chloe Llewellyn, Liam Morrison 2, Peter 
O’Hare 

(Continued on page 11) 

Results Week 2  Standings 
 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

Greensox 2 2 0 0 0 41 14 1.000 - 

Thunder 2 2 0 0 0 30 22 1.000 - 

Camels 2 2 0 0 0 43 41 1.000 - 

Mayhem 2 1 0 1 0 21 27 .667 1 

Dodgers 2 1 0 1 0 38 38 .667 1 

Mavericks 2 0 0 2 0 12 25 .333 2 

Lions 2 0 0 2 0 31 33 .333 2 

Mavericks II 2 0 0 2 0 27 43 .333 2 

Division 2  

Meerkats 2 2 0 0 0 30 11 1.000 - 

Sharks 2 2 0 0 0 31 17 1.000 - 

Camels II 1 1 0 0 0 10 6 1.000 ½ 

Tigers 2 1 0 1 0 30 14 .667 1 

Bats 1 0 0 1 0 9 13 .333 1½ 

Speeders 2 0 0 2 0 17 28 .333 2 

Marauders 2 0 0 2 0 6 44 .333 2 

Division 3  

Thunder II 2 2 0 0 0 49 26 1.000 - 

Hackers 2 1 0 1 0 51 40 .667 1 

Thunder III 2 1 0 1 0 49 50 .667 1 

Titans 2 1 0 1 0 43 56 .667 1 

Barflies 1 0 0 1 0 24 25 .333 1½ 

Vipers 1 0 0 1 0 7 26 .333 1½ 

Division 4   

Tiggers 1 1 0 0 0 20 17 1.000 - 

Bandidos 2 1 1 0 0 47 30 .833 - 

Freeze 2 1 1 0 0 34 33 .833 - 

Colt 45s 2 1 0 1 0 28 21 .667 ½ 

Stingers 2 1 0 1 0 38 15 .667 ½ 

Blue Jays 2 1 0 1 0 42 23 .667 ½ 

Enforcers 2 1 0 1 0 42 43 .667 ½ 

Base Invaders 2 1 0 1 0 30 45 .667 ½ 

Rippers 2 1 0 1 0 38 23 .667 ½ 

Thunder IV 1 0 0 1 0 5 21 .333 1 

Swingers 2 0 0 2 0 9 62 .333 1½ 

COL above STG, ENF above BIV and BIV above RIP on head-to-heads  


