
PENING 
‘day’ saw 
some pretty 
tight affairs, 

with one tied game in 
Division 4, and thrillers 
in Divisions 1 and 3. 
WEDNESDAY’s weather 
was chilly and mostly 
dry, and saw some 
cracking games with 
some unexpected re-
sults. Top of that would 
be the Camels’ 23-22 
win over the defending 
champion Lions, only 
their second win in 17 
attempts. The bactrians 

edged ahead in the 
early innings but the 
scores were tied at 11-
11 after four. The next 
two innings saw the 
Camels take a one-run 
lead which they ex-
tended to five in the 
top of the 7th. Lions 
came back with four, 
but the Camels defense 
held out for the historic 
win. Mavericks II’s first 
ever top-flight game 
was also close. Dodgers 
powered into the lead 
with a six-run opener, 
and were leading 12-1 

after four when the jun-
ior steers tied it up with 
an 11-run bat-around. 
The biscuiteers re-
established their lead 
with five more runs, the 
pair traded runs in the 
6th, then in the top of 
the 7th Mavs fell one 
short of scoring enough 
to at least make the 
Dodgers bat again. 
Meanwhile, the senior 
Mavericks never really 
got going in their sea-
son opener, the 63rd 
edition of the league’s 

(Continued on page 2) 

Here we go again 

Close games—a history 
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T HUNDER III’s 25-
24 win against 
the Barflies, a win 

by “the odd run in 49” 
as some might say, was 
close, for sure, as was 
the Camels’ 23-22 de-
feat of the Lions, but 
nowhere near the clos-
est in MSL history. That 
honour goes to a 37-37 
tie in 1995, with the 
closest ever win the 
1996 game between the 
Pirates and the Green-
sox, which the Pirates 

won 35-34 in 5 innings 
(bad light prevented 
further scoring). The 
closest game last year 
was the Rebels’ 32-31 
win over the Tigers. On 
May 10th 2017, two 
games both finished 27
-26 (Camels II beat 
Mavs II and Mayhem 
beat Sharks), while 
Hurricanes beat Blue 
Jays 26-25 the follow-
ing week. Last week’s 
game is actually joint 
35th on the list of close 
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This week’s games 

Showing streak, pitch and blu 

DOD 1W @ CAM 4W (0, TLF) 

LIO 1L @ THU 2W (6, IC) 

MAV 4L @ MHM 1L (1, AG) 

MV2 1L @ GRX 2W (3, PF) 

BAT 1L @ SHA 2W (2, HS) 

MRD 1L @ TIG 4L (7, MD) 

SPE 5L @ MKT 2W (4, JC) 

BFL  1L @ VIP 1L (6, IC) 

HAC 1W @ TH2 1W (7, ML) 

TH3 1W @ TTN 1L (8, DD) 

BIV 1L @ RIP 2W (1, JC) 

BLJ 1W @ FRZ 1T (1, AT) 

BND 1T @ ENF 1W (3, SS) 

STG 1L @ SWI 1L (4, MG) 

TGG @ COL 1W (7, LH) 
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games, measured by to-
tal score ending in a 1-
run win or a tie.  
The top ten (11 actually)
are ...    
37-37: Bats—M16s (1995) 
35-34: Greensox—Pirates (1996) 
34-33: Hackers—Funsters (1997) 
33-32: Dodgers—Runners (2001) 
32-31: Allstars—Speeders (2006) 
             Rebels—Tigers (2018) 
31-30: Growlers—Hackers (2001) 
             Speeders—Blue Gnus (2011) 
30-29: Hillbillies—Hackers (2003) 
             Bats—Cubs (2004) 
             Storm—Space Cadets (2009)  

(Continued on page 10) 



most played fixture, with 
Greensox scoring steadily for 
four innings before pulling 
away decisively in the 7th to 
win 17-5. Mayhem marked 
their return to the top flight 
with a six-run opener, but never 
quite regained that form 
against Thunder, who scored 
steadily to win by seven in 6½ 
innings.  
IN Division 2, Meerkats made 
the most of their relegation re-
prieve by kicking off with a de-
cisive ‘mercy’ win over the sort-
of newby Marauders. Camels II 
welcomed the Tigers to 
Wednesday softball with a fairly 
comfortable win, while the 
Sharks managed an opening-
day win for the first time since 
they debuted in Manchester 
back in 2014, beating Speeders 
18-8. 
THURSDAY’s three games saw a 
49-run thriller between Thun-
der III and Barflies with home 
advantage paying off for the 
Thunder thirds, as they scored 
the two runs needed in the bot-
tom of the 6th to take the 
game. The other two games 
were much less tight, though 
Titans will wonder how they 
could score 17 and still be 
slaughtered, Hackers winning 
32-17 in five innings, including 
three bat-around innings for 
the axe-men. Ian Radford got 
the league’s first grand slam of 
the season. Thunder II were 
similarly comfortable against 
the Vipers, completing their 26-
7 slaughter in around an hour. 
AFTER the awful weather at the 
weekend, Tuesday evening 

Here we go again (Cont. from page 1) 

Sunday: Laricia Bragg (Camels), 
Jonny Huck (Tigers) 

Wednesday: Conny Batho 
(Stingers) 

Thursday: Zac Rayson (Mavericks 
II), James Stevens (Freeze) 

Friday: Natasha Hopkins (Camels 
II), Tom Pullan (Base Invaders) 

Saturday: Peter O’Hare (Bandidos) 

Match reports 

Birthdays 
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turned out quite pleasant for the 
opening day of the 2019 season.  
Closest game was the Bandidos’ 
maiden outing against Freeze, 
which saw the Mossley crew claw 
back a five-run deficit in the 4th, 
before trading big innings in the 
5th. In the top of the 6th Ross 
Birch was denied a third homer of 
the evening by a steepling catch in 
left-field by MVP Laura Parkes, 
leaving Freeze needing just one 
run to win in the gloom. But tight 
defence saw only one batter on 
base, and insufficient light meant 
the scores remained tied by the 
same score as Freeze’s tied game 
with Base Invaders on the penulti-
mate matchday of last season. 
Talking of whom, last year’s Divi-
sion 5 champs were only 10-9 
down when Enforcers managed a 
12-run 6th inning to take the 
game beyond their reach, winning 
28-12. The rookie Swingers 
avoided a shut-out with a single 
run in the bottom of the 7th 
against the Colt 45s, who pre-
vailed 11-1, but there were 
slaughters for the other two new 
teams, with Thunder IV losing to 
Rippers, and Swingers unable to 
rein in the Blue Jays’ Tom Huntley, 
with three homers. 

Once, Twice, Three Times a 
Home Run 
Barflies 2 11 7 0 3 1 24 
Thunder III 7  5  4 3 4 2 25 
Bad light, Pitch 7, Umpire Harry Somers 

Barflies Chris Radford (1B), Hayley-
Jane Sims (2B), Aleck Aspinall (SS), 
Catherine Whitehead (RC), Mike 
Cooney (LC), Laura Bintcliffe (3B), Paul 
Warburton (P), Sarah Douglas (C), Olly 
Medley (TTN)(RF), Lura Howarth (LF) 
HRs: Aspinall 3, Warburton, Medley  

Thunder III Tomm Childs (RC), Caro-
lAnn Costello (LF), Rich Sarver (SS), 
Luna Sanchez (B), Dilan Bastiampillai 
(LC), Laura Somers (C), Charlie Hughes 
(P), Lauren Pritchard-Greer (RF), Dean 
Cull (3B, Gemma Wallace (2B) 
HR: Sarver 

IT was an historic evening for 
your #MAROONWARRIORS as 
the Barflies took to pitch 7 and 
said Hello to the third tier of the 
Manchester Softball League for 
the very first time. 

Far from being Easy Like a Sun-
day Morning, this was an end-to-
end game which had the specta-
tors (a Barfly baby and a Thunder 
dog) fixated on the action. 

Thunder took a 7-2 lead in the 
first before the Barflies fought 
back to lead 13-12 after two in-
nings, and 20-16 after the third. 
After five innings it was 23-23, 
and we were hoping to be the 
ones Dancing on the Ceiling at 
the end. 

As it came to the bottom of the 
6th, Thunder took the win. The 
Barflies could have done with an 
Endless (G)Love, but nobody 
could leap high enough to snag a 
Truly fine hit into the outfield 
from Gemma Wallace as she 
brought the game to a close and 
sent the Thunder fans home 



happy. 

Although the Barflies came up 
short, there was plenty to cele-
brate. Unlike Lionel, the Barflies 
will probably never sell millions of 
records, but the hits came All Night 
Long as every player got on base at 
least twice. Chris Radford, Paul 
Warburton and Sarah Douglas all 
went 5 for 5, and both Warbuton 
and guest Olly Medley hit home 
runs. The batting performance was 
topped off by Aleck Aspinall who 
was Too Hot to Trot as he rounded 
the bases with homers on each of 
his first three at bats. Lovely stuff. 

Well deserved MVP awards went 
to Aspinall and Laura Bintcliffe, but 
it was a fantastic team perform-
ance from everyone involved, par-
ticularly considering half the team 
hadn’t picked up a bat since the 
final game of last season. 

Next week, it’s the Vipers on pitch 
6. We’re looking forward to the 
game already, but we’re less ex-
cited about painfully shoe-horning 
song titles into the post-match re-
port. Until then, dear reader, re-
member - this review was written 
Just For You.         Barflies Facebook 
MVPs Bintcliffe, Aspinall (BFL), Pritchard-
Greer, Hughes (TH3) 

Bandidos and Freeze can’t be 
separated 
Bandidos 0 6 2 2 6 0 16 
Freeze 3 0 2 5 6 0 16 
Bad light, Pitch 4, Umpire Amy Tanner 

BANDIDOS Adam Morrison (P), Janine 
Hickie (1B), Ross Birch (SS), Bev Bradbury 
(RF), Jonny Preston (3B), Chloe Llewellyn 
(2B), Liam Morrison (CR), Maisie Emmer-
son (C), Jason Kneen (CL), Lisa Hine (LF) 
HRs: Birch 2, Llewellyn 2, Preston 

FREEZE James Stevens (SS), Laura 
Parkes (LF), Darren Bamford (CL), Emma 
Ashby (2B), Kris Timms (1B), Malyn Wain-
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wright (3B), Chris Frost (P), Beckie Ruth 
(RF), Mike Connolly (CR), Gemma 
Greenwood (C) 
HR: Stevens 

TWO of the stronger Division 4 
teams met in a tight season-
opener that went all the way to 
the wire as the (mostly) ex-
Hurricanes let slip a narrow lead. 
Starting slowly with a blank, the 
bandits established a three-run 
lead in the second, with solid 
base hitting  topped off with a 
clean-up 3-RBI homer from Ross 
Birch as the hombres batted 
round the order. A low-scoring 
third inning saw the lead main-
tained, but then Freeze came 
back with five runs to tie it up at 
10-10. The Mexicans responded 
with another  six-run bat-around, 
again featuring base hitting, a 
second solo homer for Chloe Lle-
wellyn,  and another clean-up 3-
RBI homer from Birch. But May-
hem came right back with six of 
their own to tie it at 16-16. With 
the light fading fast, umpire Tan-
ner announced the final inning 
which saw Birch foiled in his at-
tempt to get a third clean-up 3-
RBI homer by a splendid left-field 
catch from Mayhem’s Laura 
Parkes. This meant Freeze 
needed only to get one runner 
home to take the game. It was 
time for Big D, and the Bandidos 
D’d bigly. Only one runner got on 
base and a superb throw from 
Jonny Preston, now at short stop, 
to Janine Hickie at 1st ended the 
game. Empate, as we say in Ti-
juana. 
Translated from the Spanish by HS 
MVPs Llewellyn, Kneen (BND), Parkes, 
Connolly (FRZ) 

Tigers get the hump 
Tigers  0 1 0 1 0 1 3 6 
Camels II 0 3 0 4 2 1 x 10 
Pitch PW6, Umpire Jonny Creelman 

TIGERS Matthew Bell (3B), Alyssa 
Jones (LC), Daniel Downes (SS), 
Tereza Kokocińska (2B), Craig 
Brookes (LF), Jackie Ervine (1B), 
Jonny Huck (EP), Emma Pritchard 
(RF), Brad Hadwin (RC), Holly Smith 
(EP), Steve Beddows (P), Caroline 
Drake (C) 

CAMELS II Ant Boffey (LF), Fliss Fa-
gan (1B), Ian Williams (EP), Lynne 
Howells (2B), Dan Jarman (RC), Jen 
Douglas (EP), Tim Atkinson (SS), Alia 
Paschalia (RF), Lee Kendrick-Walker 
(3B), Kirsty Katon (LC), Chris Drayton 
(P) 
HR: Atkinson 

TIGERS’ first Division 2 game 
left them defeated but far from 
disgraced in a tight, well played 
game where the Camels’ extra 
experience at this level eventu-
ally gave them the win. 

Tigers didn't do a lot wrong in 
the field with lots of people 
contributing to a strong team 
performance. Particular high-
lights included Craig Brookes 
making an impressive running 
catch at full stretch in left field 
and Caroline Drake leaping out 
from behind the plate to make 
a fine play and throw on a drib-
bler to get the out at first. 

At the plate Dan Downes and 
Jonny Huck were the OBP lead-
ers, each going 3 for 3. On the 
base paths the most memora-
ble moment was Caroline doing 
a spectacular face plant after 
tripping over first base (but was 
she out? No! Did she play on? 
Yes!).  

Tigers webpage 
MVPs Jones, Downes (TIG), Eaton, 
Atkinson (CM2) 
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by Mike Goff Firstball 2019—Hannah defeated in extra innings 

WENTY-four teams came 
from across the country 
to play in the Manchester 
Firstball tournament over 

the weekend of 27th and 28th April 
and to appreciate the vagaries of 
Manchester’s weather. There were 
twelve teams at Comp level, and 
twelve at Rec, playing seven of the 
other teams at their level before 
semi-finals on Sunday afternoon.  

Storm Hannah announced her 
presence on Saturday morning, and 
proceeded to hang around all day, 
unintentionally walking many bat-
ters and causing havoc for batters 
and fielders alike. Lovely hits into 
the gaps turned into direct shots at 
the fielders they should have 
avoided, and routine fly balls be-
came mad scrambles to catch as 
the wind took them away from 
fielders who thought themselves 
perfectly-positioned. Sadly, a clash 
of schedules mean that the Univer-
sity of Oregon were unable to send 
a team, but they missed out as 
Hannah ensured that it was great 
weather for ducks, soaking all and 
sundry and making those sensible 
enough to have brought tents very 
popular with their teammates and 
everyone else in the vicinity. Soft-
ball is a great way to meet new 
people, provided your tent is large 
enough, but many teams tried to 
break the world record for fitting 
the most people into a tent the la-
bel said was only for three people. 

Sunday saw sunshine and only light 
winds, so players got the opportu-
nity to gain the softball tourna-

ment double: wind burn and 
sun burn in one weekend. 

This year I ran a trial of a new 
system whereby the schedule 
was on a Google Sheets 
spreadsheet shared with all 
the captains so that they could 
all see the scores come in, 
knew to correct any that had 
been sent in incorrectly, were 
able to keep an eye on their 
rivals and know where their 
team had to play next, against 
whom. It worked brilliantly, 
and will be returning at the 
Manchester Main tournament, 
but that is all down to the cap-
tains doing their job so well.  

So to the action on the field … 

Lions win gold 
Gold level had eight local 
teams, and four from further 
afield, who were given a 10 am 
start on Saturday, as I always 
do, in case they wanted to 
travel in the morning and save 
on hotel costs. Greensox, 
Jammy Dodgers, Lions, Maver-
icks, Mavericks II (comp de-
but), Mayhem (comp debut), 
Spittin’ Camels and Thunder 
were joined by Terriers 
(Leeds), Honey Badgers 
(Glasgow), Windsor Knights 
and Souls (Edinburgh). 

There were some very close 
games in the group stage, with 
the Mayhem , newly promoted 
in MSL, holding their own 
against many supposedly supe-
rior teams and losing by only a 

few runs in most of their games. 
The other new team, Mavericks 
II, conceded the most runs at 
Gold level but ended the group 
stage with a victory, beating 
Mayhem. Manchester’s Lions 
lost only to the Knights, but won 
all the rest of their games to fin-
ish 6-1 at the top of the group 
and win home advantage 
throughout the play-offs.  

Their semi-final opponents were 
the Leeds Terriers, who had the 
best head-to-head record of the 
five teams finishing on eight 
points and squeaked into the 
Cup by virtue of their fielding 
prowess. The Lions were unim-
pressed, and disposed of them 
13-0 in the first semi-final, while 
the second saw the Mavericks 
score five runs in the last inning 
and drawing level with the 
Greensox, only for the score to 
roll back when time ran out. 

The final was the same match-
up as the 9 am game on Satur-
day morning, where the Lions 
beat the Greensox 16-5, and 
spectators were treated to more 
runs and more excellent fielding 
from both sides, as the Sox had 
warmed up slowly over the 
weekend and unleashed their 
big-hitting GB kids on the more 
experienced Lions. The Lions 
prevailed again, though, and 
took home the Gold Cup . 

The Gold Plate was contested by 
two of the visiting teams, as the 
Souls beat the Honey Badgers in 



the first semi-final and the Knights 
beat the Camels in the second. The 
Knights took home the silverware, 
winning the final 9-8 against the 
Souls to travel back down south 
with a trophy, a crate of beer and 
several reminders to bring more 
waterproofs if they come back to 
defend their crown next season. 

Tigers take silver 
Competition was equally fierce at 
the Silver level, 
with eleven local 
teams and one 
travelling: Dids-
bury Bats, Cam-
els II, Enforcers, 
Hackers, Ma-
rauders, Meer-
kats, Renegades, 
Sefton Sharks, 
Speeders, Thun-
der II, Tigers and 
Bobcats (Leeds). 

The teams were 
so close that 
there were 
seven tied games, although the top 
two teams (Sharks and Tigers) con-
troversially agreed a 5-5 tie in their 
final game on Saturday so they 
could get out of the horrible rain 
(into the bath or straight to the 
pub, depending on individuals). 
Ultimately, the result of this game 
would have had no bearing on the 
table standings.. 

Despite scoring a whopping 92 runs 
in seven games, the Meerkats 
could only finish third in the table, 
having lost to the Sharks in their 
opening game. Thunder II lost to 
the Sharks 6-5 on Sunday morning, 
but beat the Hackers in the very 

next game to qualify for the 
Silver Cup, where they played 
the Sharks again in the first 
semi-final. Once again, they 
came up one run short, falling 
12-11 to the fish who were ac-
climatising to the drier 
weather without any prob-
lems. In the second semi-final 
the Meerkats only added 
seven to their total of runs, 

while the Tigers’ nine saw 
them into the final to meet the 
Sharks (for the first time). Not 
quite so simples when faced 
with much bigger beasts. 

A valiant effort from the Sharks 
wasn’t enough against the Ti-
gers, who triumphed and will 
have to move last year’s MSL 
Division 3 trophy a little fur-
ther down the mantelpiece to 
make room for the Silver Cup.  

In the Silver Plate semi-finals, 
the Marauders saw off the 
challenge of the Hackers 8-6 
and then the Renegades ended 
the Camels II’s challenge with a 

massive 21-8 victory. The final 
was a lot closer, though, as the 
experienced players of the Ma-
rauders meant that the Rene-
gades (many of whom were 
rookies at the beginning of last 
season) will have to wait a lit-
tle longer for their first Man-
chester tournament silver-
ware, and triumphed 17-16, 
putting home advantage to 

good use. 

Thanks 
I would like to thank all 
of the players who 
played the tournament 
in such fantastic spirits, 
even given the 
weather conditions on 
Saturday, especially 
those who travelled so 
far to join us in the 
season opener, all of 
the umpires who got 
soaked and had to 
cope with questioning 
stares from both bat-

ters and fielders after some 
calls, the Baseball Outlet who 
came to sell their wares, Henry 
Aborele’s food truck, and Ra-
chel from Red Patch First Aid 
who fortunately didn’t have 
too much to do over the week-
end. I hope to see you all at 
the Manchester Main tourna-
ment in August, along with any 
other teams who’d like to com-
pete.  

Add to that massive thanks for 
Mike’s now  legendary organ-
izational skills—Ed. 

Tigers, Firstball Silver Cup winners 2019 (remember kids: even smoking 
imaginary cigars isn’t cool. Little dogs always are though). Photo Dave Dean 
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A  successful weekend at Firstball finished 
with the undefeated Tigers taking the Silver 
Cup after a blistering performance in the 

final against the Sharks. It was a weekend of two 
halves with a wet cold and windy Saturday that 
might have led some to think we were mad being 
followed by a sunny, warm Sunday that reminded 
any doubters why we love playing Softball. 

On Saturday we started with a big win against the 
Speeders followed by a shut-out of Camels II. In 
the afternoon we had a good win against the Bob-
cats followed by a scratchy performance in a nar-
row win against the Hackers. Our last game of the 
day was an agreed tie with the 
Sharks - it was windy, wet and 
horrible so we went to the pub. 

On Sunday morning a solid win 
against the Bats was followed a 
wild, high-scoring tie against the 
Meerkats. At the end of the 
round robin we ended 2nd (on 
runs conceded) to the Sharks. 

Our semi-final was a rematch 
with the Meerkats. Again there 
was some big hitting but the 
defences turned up this time 
and we won a close encounter 
to reach the final. 

In the final against the Sharks 
we put in our best performance 
of the weekend. Big hitting and 
good defence, highlighted by 
Alyssa Jones's bases-loaded run-
ning catch in centre field that 
snuffed out the Sharks’ last 
chance of getting back into the 
game. 

Overall we had a really success-
ful weekend. Home Run leader 
was Dan Downes (4) followed 
by Brad Hadwin and Matty Bell 
(2),  and Jonny Huck, James 
Wright and Steve Bedows with 1 
apiece. Huck (.789) was the 
male OBP leader closely pur-

sued by Bell (.773). Tereza Kokocińska (.739) was 
the female leader with Jackie Ervine (.722) close be-
hind. 

In the field both pitchers played well all weekend. 
Huck, Jones and Craig  Brookes were all excellent in 
the outfield. Mikaela Martin was impressive at 2nd 
(and hit with real power). Kokocińska and Ervine 
both did fine jobs at 1st. Everyone else contributed 
lots of good work throughout a long weekend that 
left us with a trophy, booze and lots to look forward 
to this season.  
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Tigers take silver at Firstball Dave Wareham 
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Bases Loaded is delighted to 
bring back this series of quick 
interviews with MSL players and 
personalities, which we last ran 
regularly in 2011. 

We start with Martine Knight, 
the (former) Mossley Mayhem 
regular who everyone surely 
knows as a one-time team-mate. 
Martine debuted in 2012, but 
since appearance records began 
in 2013, Martine has appeared 
87 times for her own team, May-
hem (except in 2015 when she 
was rostered to Freeze), as well 
as in that time almost as many 
guest appearances for other 
teams (78), playing more than 30 
games in three of the last six sea-
sons. 

BL: Where are you from 
originally? 

MK: Saddleworth. 

BL: So I can’t really ask 
what brought you to Man-
chester. 

MK: It’s the nearest softball isn’t 
it? 

BL: What do you do in real life, 
when you’re not playing soft-
ball? 

MK: I’m a planner for British Gas. 
I plan days of work for about 100 
engineers. 

BL: Coming back to softball, what 
got you into the game? 

MK: My mum told me about it 
and kept on at me for about a 
year: “Come and give it a go, 
you’ll love it.” And for about two 

#26 Martine Knight (Dodgers) What’s in your bag? 

years I was “No, it’s not really my 
thing.” Then I came to one train-
ing session and an hour later 
bought my own glove and loved 
it. 

BL: What is your best achieve-
ment or happiest memory play-
ing softball? 

MK: Getting MVP at my first ever 
Slough tournament at one of the 
Diamond series, in one of the fi-
nals. 

BL: This column is called “What’s 
in your bag?” so what kind of kit 
have you got, have you got?  

MK: Spare socks. I’ve always got 
clean dry spare socks in there. I 
always 
carry a 
nice little 

cheeky 
gumshield. 
Two bats, just 
in case one of 
them isn’t 
friends with me 
on that day. Sun-
glasses. And 
sometimes a nail 
varnish – I’ll just 
throw that out 
there. And 
then stan- dard 
helmet, spare 
batting gloves, 
normal kit I sup-

pose. And an energy drink. 

BL: Finally, what are your 
hopes or ambitions for this 
season or long term? You’ve 
changed teams haven’t you? 

MK: Yes I’ve changed to the 
Dodgers this year so I’m really 
looking forward to gelling with 
the new team and I’ve got a 
new team for the Diamond se-
ries in NSL2 as well so two new 
teams to look forward to. 

BL: And lots of guesting as in 
previous years? 

MK: Fingers crossed, but obvi-
ously now I’m playing Division 
1 I can’t play on Tuesday 
nights, but I’m going to do a lot 
more coaching with Mayhem 
Freeze in Division 4 as well. So 

it will be 

nice 
to still come 

down and be part of 
the softball envi-

ronment on a 
Tuesday. 

BL: Excel-
lent. Well, 

thank 
you 

very 
much. 
Photo: BSUK 

 

Next week: Writing 
about tyres and unex-
pected awesomeness. 
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Statto’s corner—Streaks, rebrands, and renewed acquaintances 

L AST week’s defeat of the Lions by the Cam-
els was only their second in 17 meetings: 
their previous win was in their first ever 

meeting, 16 May 2007, when Camels won 6-4. 
That run of 15 consecutive losses is not, however, 
an MSL record:  the Jammy Dodgers had 22 con-
secutive fruitless outings against the Greensox be-
tween April 2009 and June 2016. 

Perhaps it will encourage the Camels to think that 
they can overcome the biggest winless record be-
tween teams playing each other this year in all 
four divisions, when they meet the Greensox next 
week, who have recorded 16 
wins in 16 meetings. The next 
biggest to-zero win record is a 
mere 6-0, held by the Camels II 
(in their various incarnations) against the Bats. 

TALKING of winning streaks, going into the open-
ing day, Lions were on the longest streak—five 
wins—of any team. That baton is passed, ironi-
cally, to the Camels, whose win last week was 
their fourth in a row. However, the all-time record 
is the, perhaps unassailable, 32 wins recorded by 
the Mavericks, from week 2 of the 2005 season to 
the penultimate week of the 2007 season, with a 
perfect 2006 in between. 

THE less enviable record losing streak is held by 
the now defunct Dragons, who lost 22 games in a 
row from June 2012 to July 2013. The leaders in 
the ‘race’  to match that undesirable record are 
the Speeders, whose defeat last week extended 
their run to five losses. The Sharks’ win, by the 
way, was faintly remarkable as being only the first 
time they have won their opening game since join-
ing MSL in 2014. 

ALL these records reflect the continuity—or in 
some cases lack of it—in MSL’s history. Many of 
our records feature teams who have now dis-
banded, and even more of teams who have 
changed their names. Sometimes it’s hard to keep 

track. For example, Camels II were briefly the Spit-
tin’ Camels club’s third team, when the Clangers 
became the Clanger Camels (in  2011). Inheritance 
of club records has sometimes presented Statto 
with a headache: quite recently the clubmate Wild-
cats and Tigers merged, taking the Tigers’ name but 
the Wildcats’ league position, and so were deemed 
to be a renamed version of the Wildcats. Now the 
Tigers are playing teams who have a record against 
the old Tigers. Asterisks abound. The two Urmston 
teams, Vipers and Rippers, swopped names, I 
sometimes think perhaps just to wind me up. When 

teams merge, as was the case 
this season when the Mutineers 
and Outlaws (who had previ-
ously been Outlaws II before 
the senior team folded) it can 

sometimes be arbitrary which of the old teams’ re-
cords they inherit. This was especially tricky in this 
case, since the Marauders’ roster is made up of 
seven ex-Mutineers and six former Outlaws … but 
the new team’s captain and second contact on reg-
istration (before the roster was known) were both 
former Outlaws, and the merger was of two ‘Club 
Outlaws’ teams, so for this reason the Outlaws’, 
rather than the Mutineers’ record, was ‘inherited’. 

CLUB Thunder too posed a dilemma: they have tra-
ditionally had four or five teams, as they do now, 
but it was clear from the registration process (and 
insider knowledge) that their second team, Light-
ning, was folding, and it looked like they would only 
have three teams. Subsequently, a fourth team was 
created, so it is being treated as ‘new’, while Thun-
der II and III inherit the records of Drizzle and Hurri-
canes respectively—ironic since at its foundation 
Drizzle were Thunder’s fifth team. 

FINALLY, in Division 2 we have some rivalries being 
renewed after a l-o-n-g absence: Marauders a.k.a. 
Outlaws (II) will be playing Bats for the first time 
since 2008. There’s been a lot of water under the 
Parrswood bridge in eleven years. 

Many of our records feature teams 
who have changed their names. 
Sometimes it’s hard to keep track. 
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T HIS year’s Alex Hall Tournament will take 
place at Parrs Wood School on Saturday 1st 
June from 9am to 6pm. This will be the 

16th tournament, and is under new management: 
Mike Connolly of Mayhem Freeze takes over. 

For those who 
haven’t played 
before, the 
tournament is 
a one-day 
event to raise 
as much money 
as possible for 
the Christie 
Hospital who 
treated Alex 
Hall, an MSL 
player, when 
she was diag-
nosed with 
cancer. You enter as an individual and are put into 
one of a number of colour-coded teams that are 
as evenly matched as possible. You play every 
other team throughout the day and then this will 
lead to a final or finals, TBA once team numbers 
are known. Players are encouraged to dress up in 
their team’s colour (a t-shirt is included in the en-
try fee) and prepare a picnic lunch for their team, 
again, traditionally, in the team colour. You will be 
assigned to a team two weeks before the tourna-
ment and your captain will explain everything, or 
you can just ask me, Mike Connolly. The rules are 
a little different to normal softball, but that’s easy 
to grasp. It is a great way to raise money, have a 
grand day out and make new friends. This year I 
am hoping to get eight or ten teams. This may 
mean that the games are shorter, but also that 
you’ll get more playing time, as ten teams of 
twelve means less time sitting out than eight 
teams of fifteen. I have three captains so far so I 
need more – please volunteer. A fifth pitch would 

Alex Hall Charity tournament/picnic/fancy-dress party 2019 

also require a fifth umpire so 
I’d like a volunteer for that 
too. You get a rare light blue t-shirt!  

Oh yes, and I need players too. There is a form on 
the Facebook group for the tournament, but you 

don’t really need 
to fill it in. The 
information I re-
quire is as fol-
lows: your name, 
your email ad-
dress, the team 
you play for, 
your preferred 
position(s), your 
t-shirt size and if 
there is anyone 
you’d like to play 
with (or avoid – I 

won’t tell them). I 
have the records of past tournaments so you won’t 
get the same colour each time, unless you want to: 
maybe you spent a fortune on a pink ballgown you 
won’t wear otherwise and which you cant wear to 
work… Some players are getting close to having a 
full set of colours now.  

Sign up to play, and bring your friends too, even if 
they have never played before. Each team has a 
range of availabilities, and the more experienced 
players are usually happy to give help to improve 
your game. We need all applications in by May 
15th so that I can allocate teams and get the t-
shirts and winners prizes set. Any info needed 
please message me on Facebook, phone or mes-
sage 07972646775 or email alexhall2019@aol.com. 

It obviously takes money to buy everything before 
the tournament even starts so please feel free to 
pay via bank transfer, details of which an be pro-
vided if you contact me directly.  

Mike Connolly 

Doctors and nurses on the blue team at last year’s tournament 



Close games—a history (Cont. from front page) 

Of course one thing to mention is that most of 
these ‘close’ games are a result of the home 
team coming from behind and winning without 
completing their final inning (similarly in other 
circumstances the winning team often does not 
even bat its final inning). Even extra runs scored 
off the game-winning hit do not count (unless 
it’s an over-the-fence home run, and since we 
don’t have fences ….) It is for this reason that 
we prefer runs conceded as a tie break in the 
league standings, rather than run difference. 
The rules of softball make no provision for com-
pensating a win with ‘outs in hand’, whereas 
defense is unaffected by this anomaly.  
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Division 1 

Camels @ Greensox (0, MD) Last meeting 4 July 
2018, Greensox won 24-8 (6 inns) to record their 
16th win in as many meetings. Amongst this year’s 
opponents, Greensox are the only team Camels have 
not beaten. 

Lions @ Dodgers (4, PF) Last meeting 22 August 
2018, Lions won 16-5, and have won 26 of their 32 
meetings. 

Mayhem @ Mavericks II (7, AG) Last meeting 29 Au-
gust 2018 (Division 2). The final game of the season 
between the top two was called after 5 innings due 
to bad light with the score tied at 13-13. Mayhem 
needed only to turn up to clinch the title, their 16-12 
win at the end of July having proved decisive in the 
title race. The pair have met only five times, with 
Mayhem winning three of these meetings. 

Thunder @ Mavericks (3, TLF) Last meeting 18 July 
2018, Mavs won 17-12 and lead 14-9 in all meetings. 

Division 2 

Marauders @ Camels II (2, MH) Last meeting 28 
June 2016 (Division 3), Marauders (then Outlaws II) 
won 18-6, making it three wins in four meetings. 

Meerkats @ Bats (6, HS) Last meeting 29 August 
2018, the final game of the season with an extraordi-
nary potential scenario: if Meerkats could beat Bats, 
that would leave three teams tied on 5-9 records, all 
3-3 in head-to-heads. So aggregate scores in head-to
-heads was the decisive criterion, and Meerkats 
needed to win by  a margin of 13 runs to avoid bot-
tom place and relegate the Bats. In fact the Kats did 
win, 17-9, so five runs short. As we now know, Meer-
kats were subsequently offered a relegation reprieve 
due to other teams folding. That win gave the Kats a 
5-4 edge in all meetings. 

Speeders @ Tigers (1, JC) Last meeting 19 August 
2015. The game was tied at 3-3 in the 3rd inning 
when Speeders, already playing one short, suffered 
an injury and were forced to forfeit the game due to 
lack of subs. The win brought Tigers up to 2-3 in all 
meetings. 

Next week’s games (14/15/16 May) 
Sharks rest 

Division 3 

Hackers @ Thunder III (6, IC) Last meeting 25 July 
2017 (Division 4), Hackers won 22-13 but trail 2-4 
in all meetings. 

Thunder II @ Barflies (6, PF) Last meeting 23 Au-
gust 2016 (Division 4), Drizzle, as TH2 was then 
known, won 19-18, and have won five of their six 
meetings. 

Vipers @ Titans (7, DD) Only previous meeting 26 
July 2016 (Division 4), Vipers, then known as Rip-
pers, won 17-1. 

Division 4 

Enforcers @ Blue Jays (3, SS) Last meeting 8 may 
2018, Jays won 22-14 to tie the all-time record at 
1-1. 

Freeze @ Stingers (8, ML) First ever meeting. 

Rippers @ Bandidos (2, AT) First ever meeting. 

Swingers @ Tiggers (6, MG) First ever meeting. 

Thunder IV @ Base Invaders (7, LH) First ever 
meeting. 

Colt 45s rest 

 

 



Division 1 – Female 
1 – Emma Agostini (MHM), 
Nic Duerden (LIO), Faye 
Dunlop (MV2), Jade Shaw 
(LIO) 
Division 1 – Male 
2 – Shane Sharp (DOD) 
1 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), 
Eli Dorronsoro (DOD), Joe 
Grantham (THU), Andy Lott 
(CAM), Rod Maskell (MHM), 
Colin McKie (CAM), Adam 
Roberts (LIO), Tom Russell 
(GRX) 
Division 2 – Male 
1 – Tom Atkinson (CM2), 
Liam Harris (SHA), Mike Jor-
dan (SHA), Hector Martinez 
(SPE), Simon Sharp (MKT)
Division 3 – Female 
1 – Katie Flanagan (TTN) 

Division 3 – Male 
3 – Aleck Aspinall (BFL), 
Steve Bartlett (TH2) 
2 – Ian Radford* (HAC) 
(pictured) 
1 – Andrew Bogie (TH2), 
Nahan Brookes (VIP), Dan 
O’Brien (TTN), Richard Sarver 
(TH3), Taj Uddin (VIP), 
Paul Warburton (BFL) 

Division 4 – Female 
2 – Chloe Llewellyn 
(BND) 
Division 4 – Male 
3 – Tom Huntley (BLJ) 
2 – Ross Birch (BND) 
1 – Bryn Davies (ENF), 
Anthony Henderson 
(RIP), Greg Howard 
(ENF), Phil Kirby (TH4), 
Mike Miah (BIV), Jonny 
Preston (BND), Simon 
Ronksley (BLJ), Jamie 

Division 4 

Bandidos 0 6 2 2 6 0 16 
Freeze 3 0 2 5 6 0 16 
Bad light, Pitch 4, Umpire Amy Tanner 
HRs: BND Ross Birch 2, Chloe Llewellyn 
2, Jonny Preston; FRZ Jay Stevens 

Colt 45s 2 2 3 0 0 2 2 11 
Stingers 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Pitch 2, Umpire Stephen Shearer 
HR: COL Jamie Saul 

Enforcers 0 7 2 0 1 12 6 28 
Base invaders 4 0 2 1 2  2  1 12 
Pitch 9, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HRs: ENF Greg Howard, Bryn Davies; 
BIV MikeMiah 

Rippers 3 5 1 4 0 8 21 
Thunder IV 3 0 0 1 0 1 5 
RAR, Pitch 3, Umpire Mark Griffin 
HRs: RIP Anthony Henderson; TH4 Phil 
Kirby 

Swingers 3 0  2  0 5 
Blue Jays 4 9 10 2 25 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Liam Harris 
HRs: BLJ Tom Huntley 3, Simon 
Ronksley, Jono Wrigley 

(Continued from page 12) 

BFL Lauren Greer (RF), Charlie Hughes (P) 
BND Chloe Llewellyn (2B), Jason Kneen (CL) 
BIV Jess Hurrell-Watson (2B), Mike Miah (SS) 
BLJ Lisa Weaver (CL), Tom Huntley (SS)   
CAM Charleen Christofi (1B), Gareth Evans (SS) 
CM2 Kirsty Eaton (CL), Tom Atkinson (SS) 
COL  Nikki McCarthy (2B), Jamie Saul (Sub) 
DOD Alexa Martinez (CL), Shane Sharpe (P) 
ENF Nancy Bennett (3B), Bryn Davies (LF) 
FRZ Laura Parkes (LF), Mike Connolly  (CR) 
GRX Vicky Green (CL), Tom Russell (SS) 
HAC Grace Mills (LF), Ian Radford (3B) 
LIO Michelle Collier (RF), Benkei Johnson (2B) 
MAV Leanne Cracknell (C), Charlie Everitt (LF) 
MHM Emma Agostini (3B), Rich Thompson (RF) 
MKT Beth Worasko (1B), Billy Lykouras (SS) 
MRD Kyr Hewitt (LF), Jordan Wilcock (CR) 
MV2 Maddie Gresty (RF), Rolf Herbert (P) 
RIP Caroline Kotras (3B), Anthony Henderson (2B) 
SHA Sophie Temple (1B), Liam Harris (P) 
SPE Christine Hunter (1B), Olly Medley (TTN)(SS) 
STG Charlotte Roszas (2B), Mark Fox (LF)  
SWI Emily Povey (3B), Sam Humphries (CL) 
THU Anissa Eghterafi (RF), Amilcar Gómez (Sub) 
TH2 Becci Wadeson (LF), Steve Bartlett (P) 
TH3 Laura Bintcliffe (3B), Aleck Aspinall (SS) 
TH4 Bryony James (P), Phil Kirby (SS) 
TIG Alisa Jones (CL), Dan Downes (SS) 
TTN Katie Flangan (LC), Richard Taylor (SS) 
VIP Emily Hodder (2B), Nathan Brookes (3B) 
Names appear exactly as submitted 

Home runs 
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MVPs 

Saul (COL), Jay Stevens (FRZ), Jono 
Wrigley (BLJ) 
* grand slam 

Up 
Rose Brooke (RIP) for Vipers (1st) 

Ed Covington (TGG) for Mayhem (1st) 

Hector Martinez (BAT) for Speeders 
(1st) 

Olly Medley (TTN) for Speeders (1st) 

Down, across 
Mandy Aston (VIP) for Rippers 

Aimee Dyble (TTN) for Base Invaders 

Jo Gardiner (HAC) for Enforcers 

Emma Lott (THU) for Thunder II 

Olly Medley (TTN) for Barflies 

Kat Rhead (VIP) for Rippers 

Bailey Saunders (MRD) for Enforcers 

Transfer 
Ian McCann (Rippers) to Vipers 

Guest appearances 

Ian Radford, the season’s first grand slammer 



Division 1 

Camels 0 2 5 4 6 2 4 23 
Lions 1 2 2 6 3 4 4 22 
Pitch 3, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: CAM Andy Lott, Colin McKie; LIO 
Adam Roberts, Vic Duerden, Jade Shaw 

Greensox 2 3 2 3 0 0 7 17 
Mavericks 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 5 
Pitch 0, Umpire Tony La Fave 
HR: GRX Tom Russell 

Mavericks II 0 1 0 0 11 2 4 18 
Dodgers 6 2 2 2  5  2 x 19 
Pitch 1, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: MV2 Faye Dunlop; DOD Shane 
Sharp 2, Eli Dorronsoro 

Mayhem  6 0 0 2 1 2 2 13 
Thunder 8 2 4 6 0 0 x 20 
Pitch 2, Umpire Ian Caird 
HRs: MHM Ross Maskell, Emma 
Agostini; THU Joe Grantham, Luis Arre-
villagas 

Division 2 

Meerkats 5 5 3 7 0 20 
Marauders 2 0 0 0 0 2 
RAR, Pitch PW9 
HR: MKT Simon Sharp 

Sharks  2 0 4 2 6 1 3 18 
Speeders 0 0 3 0 0 0 5 8 
Pitch PW7, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs: SHA Liam Harris, Mike Jordan; SPE 
Hector Martinez 

Tigers  0 1 0 1 0 1 3 6 
Camels II 0 3 0 4 2 1 x 10 
Pitch PW6, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HR: CM2 Tom Atkinson 

Division 3 

Barflies 2 11 7 0 3 1 24 
Thunder III 7  5  4 3 4 2 25 
Bad light, Pitch 7, Umpire Harry Somers 
HRs: BFL Aleck Aspinall 3, Paul Warbur-
ton, Olly Medley (TTN); TH3 Richard Sar-
ver 

Thunder II 1 4 8 11 2 26 
Vipers 3 1 2  0  1 7 
RAR, Pitch 9, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: TH2 Steve Bartlett 3, Andrew Bogie; 
VIP Taj Uddin, Nathan Brookes 

Titans   2  3 6 5 1 17 
Hackers 10 5 0 9 8 32 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Joe Gantham 
HRs: TTN Katie Flanagan, Dan O’Brien; 
HAC Ian Radford 2 (1GS) 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

Results Week 1  Standings 

 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

Greensox 1 1 0 0 0 17 5 1.000 - 

Thunder 1 1 0 0 0 20 13 1.000 - 

Dodgers 1 1 0 0 0 19 18 1.000 - 

Camels 1 1 0 0 0 23 22 1.000 - 

Mavericks 1 0 0 1 0 5 17 .333 1 

Mavericks II 1 0 0 1 0 18 19 .333 1 

Mayhem 1 0 0 1 0 13 20 .333 1 

Lions 1 0 0 1 0 22 23 .333 1 

Division 2  

Meerkats 1 1 0 0 0 20 2 1.000 - 

Camels II  1 1 0 0 0 10 6 1.000 - 

Sharks 1 1 0 0 0 18 8 1.000 - 

Bats 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - ½ 

Tigers 1 0 0 1 0 6 10 .333 1 

Speeders 1 0 0 1 0 8 18 .333 1 

Marauders 1 0 0 1 0 2 20 .333 1 

Division 3  

Thunder II 1 1 0 0 0 26 7 1.000 - 

Hackers 1 1 0 0 0 32 17 1.000 - 

Thunder III 1 1 0 0 0 25 24 1.000 - 

Barflies 1 0 0 1 0 24 25 .333 1 

Vipers 1 0 0 1 0 7 26 .333 1 

Titans 1 0 0 1 0 17 32 .333 1 

Division 4   

Colt 45s 1 1 0 0 0 11 1 1.000 - 

Blue Jays 1 1 0 0 0 25 5 1.000 - 

Rippers 1 1 0 0 0 21 5 1.000 - 

Enforcers 1 1 0 0 0 28 12 1.000 - 

Bandidos 1 0 1 0 0 16 16 .667 ½ 

Freeze 1 0 1 0 0 16 16 .667 ½ 

Tiggers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - ½ 

Stingers 1 0 0 1 0 1 11 .333 1 

Thunder IV 1 0 0 1 0 5 21 .333 1 

Swingers  1 0 0 1 0 5 25 .333 1 

Base Invaders 1 0 0 1 0 12 28 .333 1 


