
FTER last 
week’s one-
run defeat of 
one of the 

Division 2 front-runners, 
Speeders were at it 
again, this time toppling 
the Tigers with a one-
run win in the seventh 
inning. Tigers took an 8-
3 lead in the top of the 
third inning, but Speed-
ers levelled it up at 8-8 

in the fourth. The pair 
traded donuts for two 
innings, then came the 
exciting finish, much 
like last week. The win 
puts Speeders the 
right side of the split 
line, and leaves Tigers 
top only on head-to-
head with the Meer-
kats, who mercied the 
Bats 19-3 in 4½ in-
nings. And there was a 

third win of the cam-
paign for Marauders, 
who batted in eleven 
runs in the first inning 
against Camels II, and 
never looked likely to do 
anything but win after 
that. 

IN Division 1, Mavericks 
gave Thunder their sec-
ond consecutive defeat 

(Continued on page 2) 

Speeders shake up Div 2 

Division 4/5 split to be decided this week 
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W HO stays up 
in Division 4 
is only mar-

ginally clearer after last 
week’s games, as four 
teams battle to avoid 
the drop. Rippers com-
pleted their 10-game 
rotation with a forfeit to 
Enforcers, which con-
firms the coppers as the 
fifth team to stay up. 
But the sixth place is still 
up for grabs. While Rip-
pers currently occupy 
the final berth, their 

programme is fin-
ished. If Colts beat 
Jays they stay up, re-
gardless of Thunder’s 
result against the En-
forcers, as Colts have 
the head-to-head ad-
vantage. Thunder 
need to win and see 
Colts lose to take sixth 
place. If Jays win and 
Thunder lose, Jays 
leapfrog Rippers on 
head-to-head and stay 
up. For Rippers to re-
main in 6th place, the 
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This week’s games 

Showing streak, pitch and blu 
CAM @ DOD (1) 

GRX @ MV2 (2) 

MHM @ MAV (0) 

THU @ LIO (6) 

MKT @ SPE (7) 

SHA @ BAT (7, HS) 

SPE 1L  @ SHA 2L (0, MD) 

BFL 3W @ TH2 7W (8, IC) 

TH3 1W @ HAC 1L (7, ML) 

TTN 1L @ VIP (6, DD)  

BND 5W @ STG 5L (7, MG) 

BIV 1W @ TGG 6W (4, LH) 

ENF 1W @ FRZ 2W (6, PF) 

RIP 2W @ SWI 6L (2, JC) 

TH4 1L @ COL 3L (3, AT) 
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This week’s games 

Showing streak, pitch and blu 

LIO 6W @ GRX 2W (2, JC) 

MAV 4W @ MV2 1W (3, PF) 

MHM 7L @ CAM 1L (1) 

THU 2L @ DOD 4L (0, TLF) 

BAT 2L @ TIG 1L (7, AG) 

MKT 1W @ SHA 1W (4, HS) 

SPE 2W @ CM2 3L (6, MD) 

BFL 3L v TH3 1W (7, HS) 

HAC 3W @ TTN (6, PF) 

TH2 10W v VIP 5L (8, MD) 

COL 2L @ BLJ 1L (3, AT) 

ENF 1W @ TH4 1L (4, MG) 

FRZ 5W @ BIV 4W (2, LH) 

SWI 9L @ BND 8W (8, SS) 

TGG 1W @ STG 7L (7, JC) 

Colts-Jays game would 
have to be tied and 
Thunder lose, so it is 
fairly unlikely, but cer-
tainly mathematically 
possible.  

There are other scenar-

(Continued on page 4) 

Team P W-T-L-F Pts 

Rippers 10 4-0-5-1 17 

Colt 45s 9 3-0-6-0 15 

Thunder IV 9 3-0-6-0 15 

Blue Jays 9 3-0-5-1 14 

Division 4 positions 6 to 9 



and are now on the same 6-4 
record and trail only by one run 
in aggregate head-to-head 
scores. The league leaders, 
Greensox, had a comfortable 
win against the Camels, with a 
mercy margin of 15 runs in 
seven full innings, while Lions 
dispatched Dodgers in six in-
nings. Mavericks II took control 
of their game against Mayhem 
with a nine-run bat-around 
fourth inning which was the 
eventual margin of victory. Inter-
estingly, the fourteen teams 
playing on Wednesday used only 
one guest between them. 

WITH a four-inning mercy win 
over the Titans, Thunder II main-
tained their perfect record as 
well as their position at the top 
of the runs scored and runs con-
ceded lists, the latter regained 
from the Tigers, who briefly held 
it last week (though they are 
only second in the runs scored 
per game list—see Statto’s Cor-
ner, page 6). Luis Leon, MSL’s 
other Venezuelan (pictured), on 
only his third appearance, was 
the star with three homers in-
cluding one grand slam. They 
need only to turn up this week 
to secure promotion! The former 
Drizzle team’s clubmates, Thun-
der III are now finding their form 
after a shaky start, with a 22-7 
mercy win against the Vipers 
lifting them off the bottom, 
though only on head-to-head 
records. Vipers led off with a de-
cent five-run inning, but Thun-

Speeders shake up Div 2 (Continued 
from page 1) 
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der’s 11-run reply meant that 
the snakes were always just 
holding out, with the rumblers 
completing the job in 4½ innings. 
The division’s other game was a 
somewhat closer affair, with the 
Barflies’ four-run lead from the 
first inning eclipsed by a Hackers 
bat-around in the second, after 
which Hackers maintained a 
comfortable lead… at least, that 
is, until the fifth, when the Flies 
got six runs to narrow the gap to 
two. But the Hackers responded 
with eight runs over the final 
two innings, allowing the Barflies 
just one in response. Final score: 
24-15. The division has a lop-
sided appearance, with Thunder 
II and Hackers miles ahead, and 
if the Titans lose their out-
standing game to the Hackers, 
the remaining four will be tied 
on identical records, all in with a 
shot at the third promotion 
place, while hoping to avoid the 
single relegation slot. 

WITH the top four playing four 

of the bottom five in Division 4, 
there was always the potential for 
some short, high-scoring games, 
and indeed the run-ahead rule 
featured in all four games. The 
potentially close game, between 
5th and 6th, was a forfeit due to 
lack of players. Early finishes (and 
in one case an early start) suited 
those who wanted to watch the 
women’s football semi-final. First 
off were Bandidos, who hit con-
sistently all game, with just one 
shut-out inning, and, with eight 
home runs, extended the season 
record for the third time. Colt 45s 
fought gallantly, but trailed from 
the start, with 7-0 mini-games in 
the fifth and sixth innings the 
coup(s) de grâce. Base Invaders 
annihilated the Swingers’ de-
fences with 12 runs in the first 
and another ten in the third, with 
three home runs from MSL’s new-
est young star, Sophie Addison. 
Swingers had a decent third in-
ning, scoring five, but lost 28-6 in 
five innings. Freeze likewise 
started off with 12 runs and 
scored a further 14 over the next 
two innings, while shutting Thun-
der IV out, with a single run in the 
bottom of the fourth reaching the 
20-ahead target, final score: 27-7. 
In comparison Tiggers scored rela-
tively modestly, but defended 
ruthlessly, restricting Blue Jays to 
just two runs, completing the 17-2 
RAR win in the bottom of the 
fifth. As our second story on page 
1 explains, in the final week of the 
11-team division the fate of four 
teams is still to be decided. 



Match reports 

Bandidos keep it in the family 
Bandidos  5 4 4 0 7 7 27 
Colt 45s 2 2 0 4 0 0 8 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Mike Goff 
BANDIDOS AB R H BB  RBI 
Adam Morrison (P) 6 4 4 0 3 
Maisie Emmerson (LF) 5 5 5 0 3 
Ross Birch (SS) 5 5 5 0 8 
Lauren Birch (1B) 5 2 3 0 4 
Jonny Preston (CR) 5 4 4 0 2 
Kate Davidson (RF) 3 0 0 0 1 
Carolann Costello (TH3)(Sub) 
 2 1 1 0 1 
Liam Morrison (CL) 5 3 3 0 5 
Chloe Llewellyn (3B) 5 0 3 0 0 
Harry Somers (2B) 4 1 3 1 0 
Lisa Hine (C) 5 2 2 0 0 
HRs A.Morrison, R.Birch 2, L.Birch, Pre-
ston, L.Morrison 3 

COLT 45S Roger Pedley (C), Mel Redfern 
(LF), Jamie Saul (3B), Ange Johnston (1B), 
Andy Reid (SS), Nic Jones (RF), Tadgh 
Tobin (RC), Rach Jones (2B), Graham 
Hartley (LC), Annie Downes (TH2)(P), 
Sub—Lee McCarthy (for Tobin) 

JUST over a month ago Bases 
Loaded issue #6 featured husband-
and-wife home run double acts, 
and also mentioned sibling homers 
and other keep-it-in-the 
family hitting feats. Ban-
didos managed both 
last week, 
with Ross (2) 
and Lauren (1) Birch 
the spouse pair, and 
Morrison brothers Liam (3) and 
Adam (1) repeating their double 
act from week 2. Adam also hit for 
the cycle (see issue #5), as illus-
trated here.  

With an early start agreed to ac-
commodate women’s football fans 
(the Bandidos, with Mexico not in 
the competition, were supporting 
En-ger-land), the hombres hit the 
ground running, batting mercilessly 
from start to finish, apart from a 
three-up three-down fourth inning. 
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There were eight homers in total, 
from the usual suspects, but 
sombreros off to Ross Birch and 
Maisie Emmerson who both not 
only batted 1.000 but got five 
runs from five plate appearances. 
Defence was less impressive, 
with starting pitcher Adam Mor-
rison, perhaps modelling his 
game on the MLB starters in Lon-
don the previous weekend, not 
lasting the first inning. His pitch-
ing career is over, he now claims. 
Throws to 1st base from a variety 
of sources were even more er-
ratic than usual, and the 2nd 
baseman had the sort of game 
that made him think about the 
comfort of the benches and the 
attraction of cameo roles as a 
sixth-inning sub, although the 
amusement value provided to 
team-mates was some compen-

sation. The outfield was more 
solid, and some running 

errors by the Colts 
helped, in-

cluding one 
“I didn’t know that 

rule” at 1st base , when 
the runner, returning after 

a catch was made, stood on the 
orange. With two señoritas nurs-
ing injuries, Bandidos used their 
first guest of the season, even 
though in the end they had five 
girls after all, former Hurricane 
team-mate “CAC” Costello, 
whose fake Mexican name could 
be Caca if it didn’t mean, well, 
cack).  

Anyway, Los Bandidos march on 
undefeated, but look forward to 
perhaps tougher times ahead as 

the reduced Division 4 and the 
dreaded school holiday roster 
depletion approach.       El Niño 
MVPs L.Birch, L.Morrison (BND), 
Downes, Hartley (COL) 

Speeders take second 
scalp 
Tigers  1 6 1 0 0 0 3 11 
Speeders 3 0 4 1 0 0 4 12 
Pitch 2 

TIGERS Craig Brooks (3B), Holly 
Smith (RF), Dan Downes (SS), Teresa 
Kokicińska (2B), Brad Hadwin (LC), 
Jackie Ervine (1B), Matty Bell (RC), 
Emma Pritchard (C), Steve Beddows 
(P), Alyssa Jones (LF) 
HRs: Downes, Hadwin, Bell 

SPEEDERS Nick Money (SS), Emma 
Bennett (LF), Adam Barnish (RC), 
Jenny Faloona (RF), Adam Faloona 
(LC), Christine Hunter (1B), Steve Kel-
lett (3B), Carolyn Barratt (2B), Chris 
Lennon (P), Angie Thompson (C) 

HRs:  Bennett, Kellett, Barnish, Fa-
loona 

WHAT is it about them Speed-
ers? Only a fortnight ago they 
were 2 and 5 after seven 
games, nestling nicely near the 
bottom of Division 2. 

And yet… Jenny Faloona topped 
the women’s home run table 
for Div 2. And husband Adam 
was chasing their other Adam, 
Barnish, up the men’s home run 
table. And they had conspired 
to lose three games by only one 
run. Were they just biding their 
time? 

The two teams at the top of the 
division were the perfect oppo-
sition to test their mettle. Two 
weeks ago week they enjoyed a 
topsy-turvy bout with the 
Meerkats, taking an eight-run 
lead by the third inning only to 
see the Kats stage a magnifi-

(Continued on page 4) 



with two out and two strikes 
against her, she smokes the ball 
between pitcher and 2nd for the 
perfect grounder to bring Lennon 
home.  

What a gal and what a team effort. 
Can’t help but have a soft spot for 
’em.                              Matt O’Casey 
MVPs Kokocińska, Downes (TIG), Bennett, 
A.Faloona (SPE) 

Tiggers enjoy fresh pastures 
Blue Jays  1 0 0 1 0 2 
Tiggers 5 2 5 2 3 17 
RAR, Pitch 8, Umpire Liam Harris 
BLUE JAYS Jono Wrigley (SS), Kirsty Ah-
med (1B), Simon Ronksley (P), Jen Wil-
liams (2B), Kip Kaboli (LF), Siobhan O 
Shaughnessy (CR), Josh Steiner (3B), Fe-
licity Lowe (C), Matt Triggs (CL), Maggie 
Skomska (RF) 

TIGGERS Ollie Sharpe (SS), Sandra Zlatin-
ská (2B), James Wight (LC), Mikala Martin 
(1B), Harry Schulte (3B), Lynsey Taylor 
(LF), Craig Brook (TIG)(RF), Rachel An-
drews (C), Matty Bell (TIG)(P), Evie Sand-
ers (RC) 
HRs Wright, Brook, Bell (GS) 

Tigers had a good win in the sun on 
the new pitch 8 with its unblem-
ished batting boxes. Matty Bell 
pitched well. Ollie Sharpe was good 
at short stop, Harry Schulte showed 
up well at 3rd. Sandra Zlatinská was 
excellent again on 2nd. Mikala Mar-
tin did her normal good job at 1st 
and the outfield didn't get much 
chance to shine as we shut the Blue 
Jays down for most of the game. 

Home run heroes were Bell, James 
Wright and Craig Brook with one 
apiece. Lynsey Taylor hit really well 
with Rachel Andrews not far be-
hind. Schulte’s batting continues to 
improve with each game he plays. 
Male OBP leaders were Wright and 
Bell, each going 4 for 4, while Tay-
lor led the way for the women bat-
ting 3 for 4. 
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cent come back, topped off with 
a grandstand over-the-shoulder 
catch by 1st basewoman Beth 
Werasko in the bottom of the 
sixth to shut the Speeders out. It 
seemed all hope was lost as the 
Kats had the momentum, taking 
a two-run lead in the top of the 
seventh. But, against all form, 
the Speeders’ bottom of the or-
der rallied to tee up Emma Ben-
nett to smash the final hit into 
right and bring home Chris Len-
non from second for the winning 
third run.  

Fast forward a week. And it’s the 
top-of-the-table Tigers in their 
sights. That Emma Bennett 
smashes a huge homer in the 
first inning deep into left to get 
them off to a flying start. The 
Tigers hit back with home runs 
from Dan Downes and Mattie 
Bell. The Speeders retaliate with 
home runs from both of their 
Adams. The stripey cats and the 
fast ones are locked in battle, 
toe to toe, remaining tied at 8-8 
through innings 4, 5 and 6. Fi-
nally, at the top of the seventh, 
Brad Hadwin launches a big 
home run into centre and the 
Tigers take a comfortable three-
run lead into the final half in-
ning. Surely it was beyond the 
Speeders to launch another 
comeback in the bottom of the 
seventh? But with two outs, that 
same bottom of the order rallied 
and placed Lennon once again 
on 2nd base. Cometh the hour, 
up steps Angie Thompson, and 

Match reports (Cont. from page 3) Thanks to our guests for helping 
us in our hour of need. Hope-
fully we will have a few bodies 
back off the DL by next week. 

Dave Wareham 
MVPs Ahmed, Ronksley (BLJ), Zlatin-

ios too, should any of the 
teams forfeit. While we would 
normally discount this possibil-
ity, as the table on page 1 
shows there have already been 
two forfeits in this part of the 
standings, so we cannot rule it 
out.  

As for the top half of the table, 
the main interest is in final po-
sitions, since the fixtures for 
the second rotation are usually 
arranged so that the final 
round sees 1st v 2nd, 3rd v 4th 
and so on. If we assume  Ban-
didos and Tiggers beat the two 
bottom teams this week, Ban-
didos stay top, and Tiggers 
most likely end 3rd. If Freeze 
beat Base Invaders they end 
up 2nd and 5th respectively 
(unless Enforcers lose to Thun-
der). If Freeze lose, then Invad-
ers are 2nd and Freeze 4th.But 
there are so many conditionals 
and uncertainties that the Fix-
tures Secretary’s best bet is 
simply to wait until the results 
are confirmed on Tuesday eve-
ning. 

Division 4/5 split (Continued 
from page 1) 
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THE Umpire-in-Chief, with the 
full backing of the Exec, this 
week took the decision to sus-
pend the traditional policy, re-
garding umpire assignments, of 
preventing umpires from offici-
ating in games involving teams 
from the same club as their 
own team, where they are also 
rostered players. This policy 
lead to a significant restriction 
on the games that certain um-
pires could be assigned to. 
Most of our umpires are BASU-
qualified, and as such should be 

trusted to be impartial, which-
ever teams they are umpiring. 
Meanwhile, some teams have 
had an inordinately large num-
ber of games with the same 
umpire. This change in policy 
should provide more variety for 
everyone. 

Eight games so far this season 
have had no umpire assigned, 
five of them on a Wednesday, 
where there is still an umpire 
shortage. In the other cases, the 
umpire absences were due to 
last-minute emergencies. In 
some cases, the games were 
umpired throughout by a mem-
ber of one of the two teams who 
had intended to be “on the 
bench” for that game. We can 
confirm that those stand-in um-
pires will receive the appropriate 
fee, as if they had been ap-

pointed in the 
first place, and 
thank them for 
stepping in.  

The norm should 
now be that 
every game has 
a neutral blu. 
Where this is im-
possible due to 
an umpire short-
age, we have 
tried to make 
sure that no 
team has to self-
umpire more 
than once a sea-
son (though we 

know that this has already hap-
pened for one team, due to a 
late no-show).  

The obvious solution is to en-
courage more players not play-
ing on a Wednesday to get 
trained as an umpire and come 
and officiate. Umpiring courses 
during the season have almost 

Sunday: Linda March (Greensox) 
Monday: Ross Birch (Bandidos), 
Scott Humphrey (Rippers) 
Tuesday: Nancy Bennett 
(Enforcers), Mark Griffin 
(Mayhem) 
Wednesday: Nikki Bartlett 
(Thunder II) 
Thursday: Richard Thompson 
(Mayhem) 
Saturday: Rose Brooke (Rippers), 
Joiicey Rosaria (Sharks) 

Birthdays 

Umpiring: change in policy and post-season training 

inevitably had little or no take-up, 
perhaps because of the alternative 
attractions of tournaments at 
weekends, and league games in 
Manchester or Liverpool four nights 
a week. It is therefore planned to 
have a MASU umpire training 
course (so, aimed at players with 
no previous qualification, unlike 
BASU courses) immediately after 
the season ends, with a follow-up 
next year in March or April. Ideally, 
every team should have one or two 
qualified umpires, so if that is not 
the case for your team, please con-
sider taking part. Even if you are 
reticent about umpiring, the course 
can be a useful introduction to the 
rules  of the game, better knowl-
edge of which can certainly help all 
players, whether rookie or experi-
enced. Watch this space for further 
details ! 
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measure of relative position, we use games behind, 
as in baseball, but adapted to accommodate forfeits, 
which show up as a—admittedly bizarre—third of a 
game. 

NOW what about RC? Preferring RC to RD is very 
widespread in British softball, and the reason is 
pretty obvious. Softball is in one respect more like 
cricket than football, in that the game can and often 
does end when one team simply passes the other’s 
total in the final inning. This means that the winning 
team often wins by one run, with outs or even an 
entire half-inning “to spare”. This is not reflected in a 
simple count of runs scored and conceded. Focussing 
on defence, as the RC count does, also has the ad-
vantage of discouraging teams that are winning eas-
ily from maintaining the pressure so as to improve 
their RD. It encourages teams in one-sided games to 
bring on squad players if available, and batters to try 
different tactics, knowing a run missed here and 
there won’t really harm their team. 

BUT still, softball is after all a hitting game, so there 
is no harm in celebrating a team’s prowess at bat. 
The table shows our top ten teams in order of runs 
scored per game. Thunder II have scored the most 
runs of anyone, but have played one more game 
than Bandidos. It is notable that the top six places 

Statto’s corner—Different measures of success 

 member of Division 3’s Thunder II 
last week  proudly pointed out that 
they were not only the only team in 
the league with a perfect record, but 

had, with last week’s results, returned to the 
top of the runs scored and runs conceded ta-
bles. In a separate conversation, someone 
asked about our tradition of using runs con-
ceded (RC) rather than run difference (RD) to 
separate teams with the same record in the 
standings. This got Statto thinking about the 
best way to present relative performance, or in 
other words, how to determine the standings. 

As much as possible we like to follow the exam-
ple set by baseball, which is after all the model 
for our sport. In baseball, standings are pre-
sented based on a simple win-loss percentage 
calculation. But two or three anomalies in our 
league mean this is not  always practical. First 
and foremost, we allow ties—in itself not a 
problem as a tie can count as a half-win half-
loss. But on top of that we award points: two 
for a win and one for a tie plus one for turning 
up and completing the paperwork, regardless of 
the result. This was actually first introduced not 
to encourage the clerical side of the game, but 
actually to punish forfeits as more than just an-
other lost game. Before it was introduced, num-
ber of forfeits was a secondary criterion for the 
standings, and indeed did determine the final 
standings at least once. The third anomaly is 
the—thankfully rare—deduction of points for 
disciplinary reasons. 

So our league standings are more like the famil-
iar points-based tables found in other British 
sports. Out of respect for our heritage, we use 
points percentage (an innovation this year, to 
better reflect the impact of forfeits) rather than 
points per se, thought this only makes a differ-
ence in divisions with rest weeks, in which 
teams at any given moment will have played 
different numbers of games. In addition, as a 

Team Div P RS/G RC/G RD/G 

Bandidos 4 9 24.78 12.44 (10)  12.33 (2) 

Thunder II 3 10 24.30 7.60    (1) 16.70 (1) 

Enforcers 4 9 21.11 12.67 (13) 8.44 (5) 

Base Invaders 4 9 20.22 10.33   (4) 9.89 (4) 

Hackers 3 9 19.89 15.78 (17) 4.11 (9) 

Freeze 4 9 19.22 11.33   (8) 7.89 (7) 

Greensox 1 10 18.50 8.10   (2) 10.40 (3) 

Titans 3 9 17.78 24.44 (31) -6.67 (29) 

Tigers 2 9 17.22 8.78   (3) 8.44 (5) 

Meerkats 2 9 17.89 10.44  (5) 7.44 (8) 
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are held by four Division 4 teams and two from 
Division 3, all with a better record than the Divi-
sion 1 leaders, who are 7th, with the Division 2 
front runners 8th and 10th. This reflects the su-
perior defences in the top divisions, and the fact 
that the lower divisions see higher-scoring 
games (average 36 total runs per game in Div 3, 
29 in Div 4, only slightly higher than Divs 1 and 
2, both 23). Rankings for runs conceded per 
game are quite different, with three of the top 
ten RS/G outside this top ten, and Titans the 
second worst RC/G in the 
league! In case you’re in-
terested, the correlation 
between RS/G and RC/G 
over all 32 teams is a fee-
ble 0.52. The correlation 
between RC/G and RD/G is 
a somewhat stronger         
‒0.87.  (The negative value 
just means that a high RD 
correlates with a low RC, 
which is intuitive). 

O F course, there are 
lots of other factors 

that could be taken into 
account. Most notable 
would be the standard of 
the opposition. Looking at 
winning margins, in Divi-
sion 1 the average is just 
5.75 runs, while in Division 
4 it is 17.8. Divisions 2 and 
3 are in between these, at 
10.4 and 10.7. This reflects 
of course the fact that the 
range of ability is at its 
greatest in Division 4, 
which is also the largest of 
the divisions. ‘Slaughters’, 
or run-ahead rule wins to 
give them their correct 
title, also contribute to 
higher winning margins, as 

do forfeits, of which there have been three already 
this season. There have been just six slaughters in 
Division 1 so far this season, 15% of all games. In 
the other three divisions, more than half the games 
have been slaughters: 53%, 52% and 51% in Divi-
sions 2 to 4 respectively (including the forfeits). 
Those figures should be a worry as they indicate too 
great a disparity between the top and bottom 
teams in those divisions. Restructuring next season 
will make the divisions bigger—which you wouldn’t 
expect  will help. We shall see. 
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As you will know, MLB staged two 
games in London two weekends 
ago. All involved have hailed the 
event as a tremendous success, in-
cluding a decent number of Man-
chester softballers who went to the 
games. John Boyd, CEO of Baseball-
SoftballUK, sent out this 
message to all soft-
ballers in the UK: 

This past weekend was 
an incredible culmina-
tion of years of tireless 
work by those passion-
ate about the sports in 
the UK and Europe – 
two games packed full 
of historical signifi-
cance played in front of 
the largest Major 
League Baseball 
crowds since 2003. Looking 
around the stadium during each 
game, I was awestruck by the pas-
sion and energy in the crowd from 
the pregame ceremonies through 
the final out. It truly was an amaz-
ing weekend in baseball history. 

I am sure I speak on all our behalf 
in thanking Major League Baseball 
for bringing this spectacle to our 
country. Thank you for letting us 
be a part of this historic event and 
including the UK playing commu-
nity throughout the Series. The 
access to the Workout Day on Fri-
day was a special touch. Thank you 
for the improvements you have 
made to Farnham Park Baseball 
and Softball Complex; for support-
ing the BaseballSoftballUKCoach 
Summit; delivering several expert 
coaching clinics; putting on the 
Cadet Camp and hosting the MLB 
Cup London; and for placing soft-

John Boyd MLB came to London 
ball and women and girls front and 
centre alongside baseball. We 
were thrilled to welcome scouts 
and players from around the world 
for the MLB Elite European Tourna-
ment at Farnham Park. Thank you 
for the special chance to invite a 

handful of our sports’ longest serv-
ing volunteers to your Gala Dinner. 
Thank you for your support of our 
new Fun at Bat Primary School pro-
gramme. The investment you have 
made to British baseball and soft-
ball has been more than generous. 
We are stronger today because of 
your support. The biggest gift was, 
of course, the Series, which has 
done wonders to highlight our 
sports across Europe. We can’t 
wait to work closely with you for 
next year’s Series. 

I would like to thank the entire 
baseball and softball playing com-
munity for your passion, support 
and enthusiasm, as ambassadors 
for the sports in this country. 
Thank you to those of you who vol-
unteered in and around the sta-
dium, both during and in the run-
up to the Series. 

After a flood of positive mes-
sages, on behalf of the sports in 
the UK, I would also like to thank 
the team and board here at 
BaseballSoftballUK for an in-
credible effort to amplify the 
noise with a British twang and to 

capitalise on all 
the opportuni-
ties afforded to 
us. We have all 
been running on 
fumes after a lot 
of hard work, so 
thank you for 
going way be-
yond your du-
ties, always with 
a helpful smile 
on your faces. 

Saturday’s game was an incredi-
ble first and Sunday felt, to me 
at least, that Major League Base-
ball is here to stay in the UK, and 
certainly in Europe. The positiv-
ity coming from decision-makers 
within MLB and the MLB Players 
Association is encouraging and I 
sincerely hope that the commit-
ment to London is extended well 
beyond next year’s Series. 

This is just the next step of our 
work to grow the sports of base-
ball and softball throughout the 
UK. We already have 50 schools 
participating in an engaging Fun 
at Bat  programme, with many 
more to join the ranks as we 
look to expand. This programme 
would not have been possible 
with the support and generosity 
of spirit of USA Baseball, the 
backing of MLB, and the delivery 
of Premier Education Group. We 

Photo: Peter, The Guardian 
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have improved baseball and soft-
ball facilities at Farnham Park and a 
motivated and upskilled grounds 
crew. Players, volunteers and 
coaches – male and female alike – 
have been given incredible experi-
ences that will be remembered for 
years to come. The connections 
and partnerships within the sports 
have never been greater. Thank 
you to our main funding partner, 
Sport England, for your confidence 
in us and your recognition of the 
role that baseball/softball can play 
to get the nation active. I would 
also like to thank those who have 
recently come on board – The 
Baseball Outlet, Lee County, Flor-
ida, Visit Central Florida (Polk 
County) and Sluggers/SFG at Roof 
East. 

Of course, the week wasn’t just 
about baseball. On the Sunday, the 
GB Women’s Team also started 
their European Championships 
campaign in Ostrava, Czech Repub-
lic, with a terrific start. Please offer 

UP 
1st appearance unless stated 
Sophie Addison (Base Invaders) for 
Thunder II 
Jen Brooks (Base Invaders) for Ti-
tans 
Chris Norton (Base Invaders) for 
Titans (3rd time) 
Joanne Nuttall (Rippers) for Vipers  
Rachel Sewell (Sharks) for May-
hem 
DOWN, ACROSS 
Matty Bell (Tigers) for Tiggers 
Craig Brooks (Tigers) for Tiggers 
Carol Ann Costello (Thunder III) for 
Bandidos 
Jen Douglas (Camels II) for Barflies 
Annie Downes (Thunder II) for Colt 
45s 
Jo Griffin (Mavericks) for Barflies 
Kyrstie Hewitt (Marauders) for 
Freeze 
Holly Smith (Tigers) for Thunder III 

Guest appearances the team your resounding sup-
port, as they bid for a place in the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Qualifier. GB 
Baseball’s campaign is in Septem-
ber and watch out for that too. 
It’s going to be a great summer! 

As this year’s series comes to an 
end, we look forward to next 
year’s Cubs-Cardinals series. 
There is still much work to be 
done to build the next generation 
of baseball and softball players, 
coaches, volunteers, officials and 
parents. 

As shown by the nearly 60,000 
fans in London Stadium each 
night, baseball has a home in the 
United Kingdom, and we will con-
tinue to grow, improve and build 
upon this legacy. 

LAST week’s photo of New 
York Yankee’s 6ft 7in star 
Aaron Judge reminded 
reader Di Maynard of a Shef-
field-based former softballer 
that some of us played with, 
Stuart Mashford (6ft 8in), 
seen here with the Sheffield 
Sting team—made up mostly 
of Manchester-based play-
ers—that won the Leeds 
tournament (at Rec level) in 
2009. 

Walking tall—aka Helluva strike zone 
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In Divisions 1 and 2 it’s round 5 of the second rota-
tion featuring the reverse fixtures from May 29th … a 
strange Wednesday with six slaughters and one 
game going into extra innings. 

Division 1 

Camels @ Mavericks (6, PF) Mavericks won 24-21 in 
8 innings. Camels have beaten Mavs only once in 16 
meetings. 
Greensox @ Dodgers (7, TLF) Greensox won 26-6 in 
4 innings). As the pair meet for the 59th time, the 
third most-played fixture in MSL, Dodgers will look 
to whittle away at their 13-45 deficit.  
Mavericks II @ Thunder (4, MD) Thunder won their 
foirst ever meeting 19-4 in 5 innings. 
Mayhem @ Lions (0, JC) Lions won 33-13 in 5 in-
nings, their fifth win in five meetings. 

Division 2 

Marauders @ Bats (1, HS) Marauders won 21-6 in 6 
innings, to lead 11-5 in all games between Bats and 
(previously) Outlaws (II). 
Sharks @ Camels II (3) Sharks won 22-7 in 4½ in-
nings, to take a 5-4 lead in all meetings. 
Tigers @ Meerkats (2, AG) Tigers won 21-6 in 5 in-
nings, only their second win in six meetings. 
Speeders rest   

Division 3 

It’s the second game of the third rotation, with re-
peat fixtures from May 9th and June 13th.  

Barflies v Vipers (8, MG) Their first meeting was cut 
short by an injury. They met in June and played a 
double header, Barflies winning the scheduled game 
16-11 before completing the abandoned game with 
a 21-12 win (5 innings played, due to bad light). The 
pair are now 2-2 in all meetings. 
Hackers v Thunder II (7, MD) Thunder won 25-10 to 
complement their earlier 23-19 win, and lead 7-4 in 
all meetings. 
Thunder III v Titans (6, DD) Thunder won 28-13, 
avenging their earlier 26-24 loss, and tying the all-
time series at 4-4. 

Divisions 4 and 5 Fixtures depend on this week’s results.  

Next week’s games (16/17/18 July) 

Division 1 – Female 
2 - Faye Dunlop (MV2), Tanya Lochery (GRX) 
1 - Emma Agostini (MHM), Kate Barlow (LIO), Michelle 
Collier (LIO), Leanne Cracknell (MAV), Nic Duerden (LIO), 
Charlotte Green (GRX), Natalie Leyland (LIO), Emma Lott 
(THU), Linni Mitchell (MHM), Jade Shaw (LIO)  
Division 1 – Male 
8 – Tom Russell* (GRX) 
7 – Chris Fulton* (LIO), Joe Grantham (THU) 
4 – Adam Hugill (CAM), Paul Kidley (GRX), Oscar 
Marenco (GRX), Pete Nightingale (MAV), Shane 
Sharp (DOD) 
3 – David Dyson (DOD), Steve Howard (THU), 

BAT Sue O’Brien (LF), Jerry Seabridge (P) 
BFL Cath Whitehead (3B), Paul Warburton (P) 
BIV Rachel Downs (C), Alex Hartley (SS) 
BLJ Kirsty Ahmed (1B), Simon Ronksley (P) 
BND Lauren Birch (1B), Liam Morrison (CL) 
CAM Sarah Cassin (RF), Adam Hugill (P) 
CM2 Nicola Booth (1B), Chris Drayton (3B) 
COL Annie Downes (TH2)(P), Graham Hartley (CR) 
DOD April Hutchen (RF), Tyler Lappage (LF) 
FRZ Emma Ashby (2B), Mike Connolly (RC) 
GRX Tanya Lochery (RF), Max Fagan (CL) 
HAC Becky Lowther (2B), Ian Mills (SS) 
LIO Kate Barlow (RF), Chris Fulton (P) 
MAV Leanne Cracknell (RF), Pete Nightingale (P) 
MHM Rachel Sewell (SHA)(RF), Alfonso Carlino (SS) 
MKT Jay Rayton (3B), Billy Lykouras (SS) 
MRD Liz Lyon (3B), Rich Goar (P) 
MV2 Jane Curley (1B), Chris Gresty (SS) 
SPE Emma Bennett (LF), Adam Faloona (CL) 
SWI Sophie Addison (SS), Mike Mia (3B) 
TGG Sandra Zlatinska (2B), Harry Schulte (3B) 
THU Sian Payne (3B), Mike Lott (2B) 
TH2 Becci Wadeson (LF), Luis Leon (3B) 
TH3 Leanne Berney (C), Joel Bowes (P) 
TH4 Rachel Wake (2B), Elliott Boydell (LC) 
TIG Teresa Kokacinska (2B), Dan Downes (SS) 
TTN Karyn Cooper (P), Bradley Flanagan (C) 
VIP Gemma Wallace (2B), Richard Sarver (SS)
Names appear exactly as submitted 

Home runs 

MVPs 



Division 4 

Bandidos  5 4 4 0 7 7 27 
Colt 45s 2 2 0 4 0 0 8 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Mike Goff 
HRs BND Adam Morrison, Ross Birch 2, 
Lauren Birch, Jonny Preston, Liam Morri-
son 3 

Base Invaders  12 0 10 1 5 28 
Swingers  0  0  5  0 1 6 
RAR, Pitch 2, Umpire Amy Tanner 
HRs BIV Adam Scott, Sophie Addison 3, 
Tom Pullan 2; SWI Sam Humphries 

Blue Jays  1 0 0 1 0 2 
Tiggers 5 2 5 2 3 17 
RAR, Pitch 8, Umpire Liam Harris 
HRs TGG James Wright, Craig Brook, 
Matty Bell (TIG)(GS) 

Rippers   0 
Enforcers   20 
Forfeit 

Thunder IV   2  0 0 5 7 
Freeze 12 6 8 1 27 
RAR, Pitch 3, Umpire Stephen Shearer 
HRs TH4 Phil Kirby; FRZ Jay Stevens 2, 
Darren Bamford, Emma Ashby, Chris 
Frost, Mike Connolly 2 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Benkei Johnson (LIO), Wendell 
Jones (MV2), Gordon Milson* 
(LIO) 
2 – Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Nathan 
Barratt (GRX), Ian Blease (MAV), Ga-
reth Evans (CAM), Danny Gunn 
(GRX), Zac Rayson (MV2), Ed Watkin-
son (LIO), Ian Yates (MAV) 
1 – Alfonso Carlino (MHM), Eli Dorron-
soro (DOD), Lubomir Durisin (MAV), 
Charlie Everitt (MAV), Max Fagan (GRX), 
Amilcar Gomes (THU), Chris Gresty 
(MV2), Rolf Herbert (MV2), Tyler Lap-
page (DOD), Andy Lott (CAM), Mike Lott 
(THU), Rod Maskell (MHM), Colin McKie 
(CAM), Adam Roberts (LIO), Mark Sand-
ers (GRX) 
Division 2 - Female 
2 - Emma Bennett (SPE), Jenny 
Faloona (SPE), Su O’Brien (BAT) 
1 -  Sally Cottam (TIG), Emma Pritchard 
(TIG), Rachel Sewell (SHA) 

Division 2 - Male 
8 – Adam Barnish (SPE), Dan Dow-
nes (TIG), Adam Faloona (SPE) 
5 – Jordan Colton (SHA) 
4 – Matty Bell* (TIG), Rory Gibson 
(MKT), Mike Hulme (SHA), Billy Lyk-
ouras (MKT) 
3 – Brad Hadwin (TIG), Stephen 
Shearer (SHA) 
2 – Anthony Boffey (CM2), Matt Fair-
weather (MKT), Liam Harris (SHA), 
Hector Martinez (BAT), Nick Money 
(SPE), Graeme Nixon (SHA),  Simon 
Sharp (MKT), Chris Thompson (MRD) 
1 – Tom Atkinson (CM2),  Alex Bates 
(BAT), Craig Brooks (TIG), David Eaton 
(CM2), Jonny Huck (TIG), Ant Hulme 
(SHA), Richard Jameson (SHA), Lee Ken-
drick-Walker (CM2), Steve Kellet (SPE), 
Shawn Khwaja (BAT), Chris Lennon (SPE), 
Richard Tipping (MRD), Jordan Wilcock* 
(MRD), Ian Williams (CM2)  
Division 3 – Female 
2 - Katie Flanagan (TTN/TH2) 
1 - Karyn Cooper (TTN), Aimee Dyble 
(TTN), Grace Mills (HAC), Emily Moder 
(VIP), Kat Rhead* (VIP), Becci Wadeson 
(TH2)  
Division 3 – Male 
8 - Steve Bartlett (TH2) 
6 - Aleck Aspinall* (BFL) 

5 - Jon Taylor* (TH2) 
4 - Charlie Hughes* (TH3), Richard 
Sarver (TH3), Richard Taylor (TTN) 
3 - Paul Duffy (VIP), Luis Leon* 
(TH2), Olly Medley (TTN), Ian Mills 
(HAC), Dan O'Brien (TTN), Benji 
Pearce (TH2), Ian Radford* (HAC) 
2 - Dean Cull (TH3), Kingsley Dintwe 
(TH3), Sam Gardiner (HAC), Dan Jo-
hansson (HAC),  Ian Moss (BFL), Tom 
Nolan (VIP), Paul Warburton (BFL), 
Dave Warren (TH2) 
1 - Dilan Bastiampillai (TH3), Andrew 
Bogie (TH2), Nahan Brookes (VIP), 
Mike Cooney (BFL), Darren Corner* 
(HAC), Marco Doria (TH3), Bradley 
Flanagan (TTN), Simon Grainger 
(TTN), Kalpesh Makanji (BFL), Ian 
Millar (VIP), Taj Uddin (VIP)   
Division 4 – Female 
7 – Chloe Llewellyn (BND) 
4 – Sophie Addison (BIV) 
(pictured) 
2 – Janine Hickie (BND), Ellie 
Swallow (COL), Hannah Wint 
(STG) 
1 – Emma Ashby (FRZ), Lauren Birch 
(BND), Jen Brooks (BIV), Maisie Em-
merson (BND)    
Division 4 – Male 
15 – Liam Morrison (BND) 
11 – Jay Stevens (FRZ) 
10 – Tom Huntley* (BLJ), Mike 
Mia* (BIV) 
9 – Ross Birch* (BND), James 
Wright (TGG) 
7 – Darren Bamford (FRZ) 
6 – Phil 
Kirby* 
(TH4), 

Jonny Preston* (BND) 
5 – Sam Whatmore** (ENF) 
4 – Tom Pullan (BIV) 
3 – Mike Connolly (FRZ), Bryn Davies 
(ENF), Anthony Henderson (RIP), Ja-
son Kneen (BND), Adam Morrison 
(BND),  Simon Ronksley* (BLJ), James 
Tanner (FRZ) 
2 – Ross Bloomberg* (STG), Steve Girling 
(TGG), Scott Humphrey* (RIP), Chris Nor-
ton (BIV), Anthony Reyes (FRZ), Lee 
Scambler (STG) 
1 – Darren Bamford (FRZ), Scott Barton 

(RIP), Chris Bowers (ENF), Craig Brook 
(TGG), Phil Cosgrove (COL), Mike 

Davies (ENF), Chris Frost (FRZ), 
Kieran Heaven (SWI), Greg How-

ard (ENF), Dan Howe (BIV), 
Sam Humphries (SWI), Stevie 

Kidd (COL), Lee McCarthy 
(COL), Josh Normie (STG), Peter 
O’Hare (BND), Jamie Saul (COL), 
Adam Scott (BIV), Conrad Teixeira* 
(STG), Jono Wrigley (BLJ)   
 

* grand slam 
Sophie Addison (Base Invaders) hit three 
homers last week 



Division 1 

Dodgers 0 2 3 0 2 1 8 
Lions 6 4 2 4 2 5 23 
RAR, Pitch 4, Umpire Ange Killian 
HRs: LIO Chris Fulton (GS), Kate Bar-
low 

Greensox 1 1 6 9 0 0 4 21 
Camels 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 17 
Pitch 6, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs: GRX Paul Kidley 2, Mark Sanders; 
CAM Adam Hugill 

Mavericks 7 2 4 0 2 0 0 15 
Thunder 0 0 4 4 0 2 0 10 
Pitch 3, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs: MAV Ian Blease, Pete Nightingale; 
THU Joe Grantham 

Mavericks II 0 0 0 9 2 5 4 20 
Mayhem 0 0 3 2 3 2 1 11 
Pitch 7, Umpire Al Green 
HRs: MV2 Zac Rayson; MHM Alfonso 
Carlino, Rachel Sewell (SHA) 

Division 2 

Bats 0 1  0  1 1  3 
Meerkats 2 5 10 2 x 19 
RAR, Pitch 1,  Umpire Tony La Fave 

Camels II  1  0 4 0 0 5 
Marauders 11 2 3 4 x 20 
RAR, Pitch 0, Umpire Jonny Creelman 
HR: CM2 David Eaton 

Tigers  1 6 1 0 0 0 3 11 
Speeders 3 0 4 1 0 0 4 12 
Pitch 2 
HRs: TIG Dan Downes, Brad Hadwin, 
Matty Bell; SPE Emma Bennett, Steve 
Kellet, Adam Barnish, Adam Faloona 

Division 3 

Hackers  1 7 1 4 3 4 4 24 
Barflies 5 0 1 2 6 0 1 15 
Pitch 8, Umpire Mike Davies 
HRs HAC Dan Johansson; BFL Paul 
Warburton 

Titans  0 0 3 0 3 
Thunder II 5 3 9 6 23 
RAR, Pitch 6, Umpire Paul Fagan 
HRs TTN Bradley Flanagan; TH2 Luis 
Leon 3 (1GS), Benji Pearce 

Vipers   5  0 2 0 0 7 
Thunder III 11 4 5 2 x 22 
RAR, Pitch 7, Umpire Dave Dean 
HRs TH3 Richard Sarver 2, Charlie 
Hughes 2, Dilan Bastiampillai 
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Results Week 10 Standings 
 P W T L F RS RC Pts% GB 

Division 1 

Greensox  10 9 0 1 0 185 81 .933 - 
Lions 10 7 0 3 0 161 126 .800 2 
Thunder 10 6 0 4 0 129 106 .733 3 
Mavericks 10 6 0 4 0 131 107 .733 3 
Camels 10 5 0 5 0 138 153 .667 4 
Mavericks II 10 3 0 7 0 111 160 .533 6 
Dodgers 10 2 0 8 0 116 178 .467 7 
Mayhem 10 2 0 8 0 104 164 .467 7 

Dodgers above Mayhem on head-to-head 

Division 2  

Tigers 9 7 0 2 0 155 79 .852 - 

Meerkats 9 7 0 2 0 161 94 .852 - 

Sharks 8 5 0 3 0 119 93 .750 1½ 

Speeders 9 4 0 5 0 120 112 .630 3 

Camels II 8 3 0 5 0 63 127 .583 3½ 

Marauders 9 3 0 6 0 96 150 .556 4 

Bats 8 1 0 7 0 67 126 .417 5½ 

Division 3  

Thunder II 10 10 0 0 0 243 76 1.000 - 

Hackers 9 7 0 2 0 179 142 .852 2½ 

Titans 9 3 0 6 0 160 220 .556 6½ 

Barflies 10 3 0 7 0 156 210 .533 7 

Thunder III 10 3 0 7 0 164 207 .533 7 

Vipers 10 3 0 7 0 138 185 .533 7 

Division 4   

Bandidos ↑ 9 8 1 0 0 223 112 .963 - 

Freeze ↑ 9 7 1 1 0 173 102 .889 1 

Base Invaders ↑ 9 7 0 2 0 182 93 .852 1½ 

Tiggers ↑ 9 7 0 2 0 146 116 .852 1½ 

Enforcers ↑ 9 6 0 3 0 190 114 .778 2½ 

Rippers 10 4 0 5 1 147 160 .567 5⅓ 

Colt 45s 9 3 0 6 0 122 146 .556 5½ 

Thunder IV 9 3 0 6 0 121 153 .556 5½ 

Blue Jays 9 3 0 5 1 127 154 .519 5⅚ 

Stingers (R)  9 1 0 8 0 80 159 .407 7½ 

Swingers (R)  9 0 0 8 1 40 242 .296 7⅚ 

Bottom three ordered on head-to-heads 


