
H ELLO everyone 
and welcome 
to 2019 season 

of the Manchester Soft-
ball League.  For those 
that don't know me I'm 
Dave Dean and I am en-
tering my 4th season as 
the League Head. I've 
been playing for nearly 
20 years and I am cur-

rently playing for Cam-
els II.  I'm always happy 
to hear from members 
(new and veteran) so if 
you have any questions, 
opinions etc then 
please drop me a line. 

As always a huge wel-
come to the new teams 
we have entering the 
league this year.  It's a 

great sport and I really 
hope you enjoy it. 

Finally, good luck to 
everyone this summer 
and I look forward to 
seeing you both in the 
league and at tourna-
ments around the coun-
try where we continue 
to have a tremendous 
presence. 

Welcome to another league season 

League to fund GB uniforms 
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O VER the last 
few years 
there has 

been a noted increase 
in the number of MSL 
players representing 
Great Britain.  During 
this time the League 
has sometimes given 
financial help to assist 
with the costs of play-
ing, such as travel, ac-
commodation, kit 
etc.  Due to softball not 
being the most gener-
ously funded sport 
these costs need to be 
covered in part by the 
players.  This help was 
previously done on a 

case-by-case basis and 
varied from a straight 
donation to matching 
funding to requesting 
assistance be given in 
return to the League by 
way of coaching for ex-
ample.   

Last year the Exec dis-
cussed a proposal to 
have a basic pol-
icy.  Therefore starting 
in 2019 the following is 
in effect:  The MSL will 
purchase the GB playing 
shirts for all registered 
(and participating) MSL 
players selected to rep-
resent GB at any level.  

This decision was ar-
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This week’s games 

Showing streak, pitch and blu 

CAM 3W @ LIO 5W (3, AG) 

GRX 1W @ MAV 3L (0, TLF) 

MV2 1T @ DOD 1L (1, PF) 

MHM 1T @ THU 1W (2, IC) 

MKT 1W @ MRD 1W (PW8, JC) 

SHA 1W @ SPE 4L (PW7, MD) 

TIG 2W @ CM2 1L (PW6, JC) 

BFL 4W @ TH3 3L (7, IC) 

TH2 1L @ VIP 1W (8, PF) 

TTN 2W @ HAC 2F (6, LA) 

COL 1L @ STG (2, SS) 

ENF 1L @ BIV 1W (1, ML) 

BND @ FRZ 1W (4, AT) 

RIP 1W @ TH4 (3, DD) 

SWI @ BLJ 2L (6, LH) 
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rived at after I spoke to 
other leagues about 
what they do for their 
players.  It is also a ba-
sic starting point so 
players can also apply 
for additional funding 
and that will continue 
to be discussed on a 
case by case basis.  

Dave Dean 



THANK you to all the players, 
umpires, fans and cute dogs 
who turned up to Firstball 2019. 
There were some great plays, 
some close contests and a great 
sporting spirit shown in the 
games I saw or was a part of. 
Full report next week. 

All those who stayed to help 
clear up will get at least one late 
start at Manchester Main on the 
first weekend of August. Speak-
ing of which, entries are now 
open for this tournament, which 
is the weekend of August 3-4. 
Stealing  the Sefton League's 
excellent idea, entry will require 
a £50 deposit to secure your 
place, with the remaining £180 
to be paid at least two weeks 
before the tournament. If you 
pay your deposit then have to 
drop out, it will only be re-
funded if another team takes 
your place.  

Each team will be guaranteed 
eight games, and I hope to have 
more finals than this weekend. 
It was a shame to have four 
meaningless games at the end, 
but we didn't have the umpires 
to cover six finals, only four. Oh, 
and I am only accepting an even 
number of teams, for obvious 
schedule-creation reasons, so 
get in early (32 teams will be the 
maximum, across all eight 
pitches).                      Mike Goff 

Well done Mike. Great tourna-
ment and brilliantly organised. 
Julian Jones 

Cheers mike - great tournie as 
usual. Not easy playing and 
running the show too so well 
done. Looking forward to the 
season now - I might even be 
able to move by then. Vicky 
Green 

Thanks for organising it all! My 
first Firstball and was great! 
Next year can you do better on 
the weather though. Aimee Dy-
ble 

Big thank you Mike, Ian Scott, 
and everyone who helped 
make this First-
ball great as al-
ways , the only 
thing that let us 
down was the 
weather but it 
was blue skies in 
the end , well 
done all. Julie 
Lott 

Well done Mike, 
thanks as always 
for organising. 
Adam Cole 

Excellent fun this 
weekend. Fliss 
Fagan 

More lost and 
found: 
13" Louisville 
Genesis 1884, 
feels very new 
Sistema water 
bottle - black/grey 
13" Mizuno Max Flex 
7"-7 5/8" Black DeMarini lid  
MG 

Sunday: Louise Bendall (Colt 45s) 

Monday: Tom Munro (Thunder) 

Tuesday: Becca Brannan (Barflies), 
Rob Fenlon (Marauders) 

Wednesday: Matthew Green 
(Camels), Angela Johnston (Colt 
45s), Hayley Millar (Marauders) 

Saturday: Amilcar Gomez 
(Thunder), Joshue Malkinson 
(Enforcers), Ian Mills (Hackers),  
Peter Rushton (Hackers), Catherine 
Whitehead (Barflies) 

Manchester tournament(s) Birthdays 

Page 2 BASES LOADED 

Lost: the will to live on Saturday. 
Found: Sunshine, goodness and joy 
the day afterwards. Ross Maskell 



The answers to these clues will lead you to 
the surnames of players rostered to MSL in 
2018. Give the full name of the player. Where 
there are multiple possible answers, any one 
will suffice. 

1. Rebel without a cause  

2. Thatcher’s birthplace 

3. Sounds like one over par 

4. Did she arrive in a big yellow taxi? 

5. He sang ‘Let’s Get Together’ 

6. Played Red Dwarf’s Kryten 

7. Led the colonisation of Bermuda 

8. Baked products 

9. With Moore, cricket bat manufacturer 

10. Dorset town 

11. Juicy Fruit 

12. Sounds like Artful Dodger’s boss 

13. Premier League’s record scorer 

14. Mine worker 

15. Sir Frank’s F1 outfit 

16. Bunnies’ home 

17. Ken & Deirdre? 

18. Could she be a BLU? 

19. Silver tree 

20. Thatcher’s maiden name  

Tie break: What is the most common sur-
name amongst rostered players, and how 
many of them are there? 

 

Can you identify the MSL team from these bits of their 
logos? 

 

Answers on page 6 

Logo quiz 

by Two-Out Tim 

At the End-of-Season Ball last October we set this prize quiz, promising to reveal the answers in this issue 
of Bases Loaded. 

Game of the Name 

Quiz time 
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 North West Series 
The weekend of 13-14 April saw 
the North West Series return to 
Manchester for the third year, this 
time including not only a one-day 
rec tournament on Saturday, but a 
comp tournament on the Sunday. 
Saturday kicked off a little on the 
chilly side, with some breaks in the 
cloud allowing the sun to shine 
through. 
Ten rec teams entered, including 
three teams who were so new this 
was their tournament debut, fol-
lowing some 
excellent re-
cruitment 
from both 
Manchester 
and Leeds 
Softball 
Leagues in the 
off season. 
The ten teams 
were split into 
two groups 
and each 
played a 
round robin.  
Then the top 
three teams from each group 
played for their chance to win 
Gold, Silver or Bronze trophies.  
Bobcats beat Tigers in the final 11-
9 and were elated to win the Gold 
trophy. Thunder II took victory 
over Freeze in the Silver trophy.  
Yorkshire Dales fought Meteors to 
take home the Bronze Trophy. 
Linni Mitchell, North West Series 
Tournament Organiser commented 
“This is our seventh NWS one-day 
rec tournament since we launched 
in 2017.  Our aim was always to 
give local teams a chance to play 

Linni Mitchell BSUK tournaments 
more tournaments and I think 
we have accomplished that. To 
have three brand new teams 
competing is fantastic. These 
tournaments allow players 
brand new to the sport to get 
involved and flourish, getting 
to know the rules and tactics 
game by game. We really value 
the team captains’ efforts and 
team satisfaction is very im-
portant to us.  Thankfully, 
teams always are appreciative 
and praise the North West Se-
ries and for that we are very 

proud.” 
Luis  Arrevillagas, North West 
Development Manager said, 
“For new teams, these tourna-
ments are paramount in learn-
ing rules that are difficult to 
coach in a training session. 
Playing four or five games in a 
day is basically a quarter of the 
number of game most teams 
will play in a summer league. It 
is fantastic to see the newer 
teams develop over the course 
of the day and see the softball 

bug really take bite!” 

Sunday 14th April saw the first 
ever comp day of the North 
West Series.  The weather was 
similar to Saturday however 
with fewer outbreaks of sun 
and more wind, making it a 
very cold day, some might say 
to be expected in Manchester 
in April. Needless to say, every-
one remained firmly wrapped 
up throughout the day. 

Seven Manchester-based 
teams en-
tered, with 
six games 
scheduled 
for each 
team, and 
finals for 
the top six, 
so seventh 
place 
earned an 
early exit 
and chance 
to warm up 

on their journey home. 

After the round robin, Maver-
icks, Camels and Greensox 
were tied with five wins each. 
With head-to-head record for 
the three teams equal, the 
runs conceded throughout the 
day was totalled, and excellent 
fielding paid dividends for 
Mavs and Greensox who 
earned their top final spots 
with fewest runs conceded, 
and met in the final, in which 
Mavs (pictured) prevailed. 

BASES LOADED 
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According to Luis, “We wanted to 
try something new fixtures wise, 
giving every team as much game 
time as possible and maximum 
value for money. Seven games in a 
one-day tournament is quite the 
triumph! We have had really good 
feedback from team captains who 
agree it is fantastic to get so many 
games under their belts before the 
season starts next month.” 

Linni added “We felt there was a 
demand for comp teams in the 
North West wanting to join in the 
NWS fun and are thrilled with the 
uptake for NWS1.  These teams 
jumped at the chance to enter this 
one-day tournament a couple of 
weeks before the 2019 MSL season 
is set to commence.  I want to ex-
tend my gratitude to all 17 captains 
who entered teams, our umpires 

over the weekend and our resi-
dent photographer Hafiz who 
has taken some cracking shots.  
We are already excited for 
North West Series 2 on 29-30 
June and hope it will be as 
much of a belter as NWS1 
turned out.” 

To enter NWS go to https://
tinyurl.com/NWS-29June or 
https://tinyurl.com/NWS-
30June  as appropriate. NWS 3 
will be 17-18 August. 

LGBT Tournament  
Coming up on May 11, BSUK 
are hosting the fifth annual 
LGBT charity tournament at 
Parrswood. The tournament 
promises softball, rainbows, 
facepaint and a coconut shy! 
Teams are encouraged to dress 
flamboyantly and there will be 

a prize for best dressed! All 
money raised will go to Pride 
Youth Games. 

Deadline for entry is Friday 
May 3, £120 per team. To en-
ter visit  https://tinyurl.com/
LGBT-May11  

Juniors sessions 
Do you have children you want 
to introduce to baseball or 
softball? BaseballSoftballUK 
run juniors sessions every Sun-
day 2-3pm at Urmston Sports 
Club (M41 5UU). The sessions 
are for children aged 8-14, all 
equipment is provided and ses-
sions are fun and run by quali-
fied and DBS checked coaches. 
Email 
Linni.Mitchell@BSUK.com for 
more details  
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Division 1 

Dodgers @ Camels (0) Last meeting 27 June 2018, 
Dodgers won 29-14 in 6 innings, and have won 12 of 
their 6 meetings. 

Lions @ Thunder (6) Last meeting 20 June 2018, Li-
ons won 12-11, bringing their total to 17 wins and 1 
tie in their 24 meetings. 

Mavericks @ Mayhem (1) Last meeting 29 July 2015, 
Mavs won 14-7, their fourth win in five meetings. 

Mavericks II @ Greensox (3) First ever meeting. 

Division 2 

Bats @ Sharks (2) Last meeting 8 August 2018, 
Sharks won 21-6 in 5 innings, their third win in four 
meetings. 

Marauders @ Tigers (7) Last meeting 16 August 
2018 in Division 3, Tigers beat the Outlaws 16-30, 
but trail 4-5 in all meetings. 

Speeders @ Meerkats (4) Last meeting 27 June, 
2018, Speeders won 19-18, but Meerkats lead 8-5 in 
all meetings.  

Camels II rest 

Division 3 

Barflies @ Vipers (6) Last meeting 28 June, 2016, 
Vipers, then under the Rippers name, won 17-16 to 
complete the double in their maiden season. 

Hackers @ Thunder II (7) Last meeting 16 August 
2018, Hackers ended their season with a 16-15 win 
before going on to forfeit their last two games. 
Thunder II have a 5-4 edge in the 9-game all-time 
series between Hackers and Drizzle, as they were 
previously known. 

Thunder III @ Titans (8) Last meeting 14 August 
2018 in Division 4, Thunder III, then known as Hurri-
canes, won 27-10 in 4½ innings, squaring this 6-
game series. 

Division 4 

Base Invaders @ Rippers (1) Only previous meeting 
26 June 2018, Rippers won 26-15. 

Blue Jays @ Freeze (2) Last meeting 19 June, 2018, 

Here are the answers to the quiz on page 3. 

1. James Dean—Dave (Camels) 
2. Grantham—Jo (Mutineers) 
3. Bogey—Andrew Bogie (Drizzle) 
4. Joni Mitchell—Linni (Mayhem) or Mary (Freeze) 
5. Al Green—Charlotte or Vicky (Greensox), or Matthew 
(Camels II), but not Al, he was not a registered player 
6. Robert Llewellyn—Chloe (Thunder) 
7. Lord Somers—Amy (Thunder/Drizzle), Harry 
(Hurricanes) or Laura (Lightning/Drizzle) 
8. Warburton—Helen or Paul (Barflies) 
9. Gunn—Danny (Greensox) or Jim (Camels II) 
10. Wareham—Dave (Tigers) 
11. Wrigley—Jonno (Blue Jays) 
12. Fagin—Fagan: Fliss (Camels II) or Max or Paul 
(Greensox)  
13. Shearer—Kate or Stephen (Sharks) 
14. Collier—Michelle (Lions), Stuart (Speeders) or Ashley 
(Base Invaders) 
15. Williams—Ian (Camels II), Krista or Martin (Bats), Jen-
nifer (Blue Jays) or Rachel (Phoenix) 
16. Warren—Dave (Drizzle) 
17. Barlow—Kate (Lions) or Vicky (Speeders) 
18. BASU—Tanya (Mavericks) 
19. Birch—Lauren (Greensox) or Ross (Bats) 
20. Roberts—Adam (Lions) or Tim (Drizzle) 
Tie-break: the most popular name is Jones, of which 
there are six. 
Logos from the top, left-to-right: Outlaws, Sharks, Bar-
flies, Phoenix, Mavericks, Camels, Blue Jays, Meerkats, 
Base Invaders, Bats, Mutineers, Meteors, Tigers, Rippers, 
Vipers. 
Result: three teams tied on the best score, and were not 
separated by the tie-break (they all got Jones but not the 
right number). So a second tie-break asked them to say 
the distance from Parrs Wood to Farnham Park (without 
looking it upon the internet). The Greensox beat the Li-
ons by 1/5 of a mile, the correct answer being 185.2. 

Quiz answers 

Next week’s games 
Blue Jays won 19-18 and lead 3-0 in all meetings. 

Los Bandidos @ Enforcers (3) First ever meeting. 

Stingers @ Swingers (4) First ever meeting. 

Tiggers @ Colt 45s (7) First ever meeting. 

Thunder IV rest 



AS reported elsewhere, the new 
season sees last year’s relegated 
Mutineers and club-mate Outlaws, 
promoted from Division 3 merging 
to form a new team, Marauders, 
in Division 2. 
Mutineers were formed in 2004, 
though most of the team had 
been together in the Lions team 
for a few years before that. Admit-
ted into Division 2, they gained 
mid-season promotion to the Play-
Off Division (POD) with six straight 
wins and completed a perfect sea-
son with a further seven wins to 
take the title. Duncan Jones won 
the home-run  trophy. 
2005 saw them in Division 1, and 
after losing their first four games, 
recovered to finish a creditable 
3rd place, their highest ever finish 
as it would turn out, with a 6-8 
record. Estelle Spence won the 
home-run trophy, and the same 
record in 2006 
saw them finish 
4th, with Estelle 
again the top 
female home-
run hitter.  
The following 
season was 
much less suc-
cessful, ending 
bottom of the 
division with a 1
-11 record. 
However, 
league expansion saw them keep 
their Division 1 place, at least until 
mid-season when they dropped 
into the POD, where they finished 
2nd. 
It was a similar story in 2009, 
though this time their 4th-place 
finish in the POD saw them down 
to Division 2. 
This level obviously suited them 

better as the following year they 
stormed into the POD with a 7-1 
record, and a 7-3 record in the 
POD saw them back in Division 
1.Beth Rowlands picked up the 
home-run trophy. 
2011’s half-season in Division 1 
was much like previous experi-
ences, with a 1-7 record seeing 
them into the POD where they 
finished 2nd winning seven of 
their ten games. 
2012 was an almost identical 
story, though this time the first 
half of the season was winless, 
while a 7-3 record in the POD once 
again saw them finish 3rd, and 
once again promoted.  
And 2013 again saw the Mutineers 
struggle in Division 1 winning just 
one of their eight games, but this 
time the POD, in its final year, was 
less kind as a 4-6 record saw them 
finish 5th, and drop into Division 

2.  
Once again in 2014 the Mutineers 
showed themselves too good for 
Division 2, coming 2nd with a 13-3 
record. Conscious of the dangers 
of Division 1, Mutineers requested 
to be excused promotion, and in 
2015 not surprisingly did well 
enough to win the division, lead-
ing to the rule allowing teams to 

avoid promo-
tion to be 
dropped.  
Now obliged to return to Division 
1, Mutineers had a miserable sea-
son, losing all 17 of their games, 
and enjoyed a much happier 2017 
season with a 12-3 record in Divi-
sion 2 seeing them into 2nd place, 
with a home-run trophy for Kate 
Williamson.  
The Mutineers’ final two seasons 
mirrored almost the whole of their 
history, with a 7th-place finish in 
Division 1, having won four of 
their 16 games. 
Mutineers have throughout their 
existence been the classic yo-yo 
club, poorly served by our league 
structure which has seen them 
alternating successful and difficult 
seasons. With a trophy in their 
maiden season, and a Division 2 
title on the back of a refused pro-

motion, one 
can under-
stand their 
frustrations. 
Having joined 
the Outlaws 
club to take 
advantage of 
the linked-
team rules 
several years 
ago, it is not 
really any sur-
prise that 

their two senior teams have now 
merged.  
Mutineers 2004-2017 
   P     W      L    T     RS     RC 
214  110  103  1  2645 2833 
POD winners 2004 
Division 2 winners 2015 
Record win: 32-7 v Speeders 2004 
Record defeat: 3-32 v Thunder 
2016 

Mutineers and Outlaws merge 

Page 7 

2015 Division 2 title-winners 
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THE league has lost five teams 
over the winter, although with 
five new teams there is no net 
change in numbers. But with two 
Division 2 teams folding, the Exec 
decided to offer an extra place in 
that division to either relegated 
Meerkats or Drizzle, who just 
missed out on promotion. Thun-
der II as they are now called de-
clined, so Meerkats have got 
themselves a reprieve, and will 
play on a Wednesday once again. 
Relegated Mutineers and pro-
moted Outlaws have merged to 
become the Marauders in Divi-
sion 2. Club Thunder has re-
branded its teams Thunder I, II 
and III, with Lightning effectively 
folding, and a new IVth team pro-
viding a home for the remaining 
players from the Meteors, who 
have also folded after two sea-
sons. 
Division 3 has lost two teams, 
with both the Rebels and Phoenix 
calling it a day.  
To compensate for the loss of five 
teams, we welcome the Stingers, 
who came together in the rookie 
sessions last year and have been 
playing together throughout the 
winter in indoor softball, and the 
Swingers who have been put to-
gether by Alex Hartley from his 
friends, after he got the bug play-
ing softball in Canada last sum-
mer.  There is  a second team for 
the Tigers, called Tiggers. And 
several of last year’s Division 4 
winners have quit Club Thunder 
to form un neuvo equipo Los Ban-
didos. As already mentioned, 
Thunder IV is made up of rookies 
and Meteors survivors. 

Hello, Goodbye Final Standings last year 

 P W T L F RS RC Pt%* GB 

Division 1 
Lions (C) 17 14 0 3 0 327 184 .824 - 

Mavericks 17 13 0 4 0 287 172 .765 1 

Greensox  17 11 0 6 0 255 188 .647 3 

Dodgers 17 10 0 7 0 230 219 .588 4 

Thunder 17 9 0 7 1 239 196 .529 - 

Camels 17 5 0 12 0 272 312 .294 3⅔ 

Mutineers (R) 17 4 0 13 0 198 356 .235 4⅔ 

Lightning (R)  17 2 0 15 0 162 343 .118 6⅔ 

Division 2  
Mayhem (C)  15 12 1 2 0 291 194 .889 - 

Mavericks II (P) 15 11 1 3 0 288 166 .844 1 

Speeders 15 6 0 9 0 198 218 .600 6½ 

Sharks 15 6 0 9 0 243 243 .600 6½ 

Camels II 14 5 0 9 0 173 247 .357 +5 

Bats 14 5 0 9 0 172 236 .357 +2 

Meerkats (R)  14 5 0 9 0 181 242 .357 -7 

Bottom three ordered on run difference in head-to-heads as shown 

Division 3  

Tigers (C) 15 11 0 4 0 330 240 .822 - 

Outlaws (P)  15 9 0 6 0 281 218 .733 2 

Drizzle 15 9 0 6 0 255 230 .733 2 

Hackers 15 9 0 4 2 263 222 .689 2⅔ 

Rebels 14 7 0 7 0 253 241 .667 - 

Vipers 14 5 0 9 0 262 272 .571 2 

Phoenix (R)  14 1 0 13 0 112 333 .381 6 

Division 4   

Hurricanes (C) 17 13 0 4 0 339 244 .765 - 

Barflies (P) 17 13 0 4 0 375 263 .765 - 

Titans (P) 17 10 0 7 0 305 292 .588 3 

Blue Jays 17 8 0 9 0 285 295 .471 5 

Rippers 17 8 0 9 0 275 302 .471 5 

Hurricanes above Barflies on head-to-head 

Division 5   
Base Invaders (C)  16* 9 1 6 0 320 255 .559 - 

Colt 45s 17 8 0 9 0 236 263 .471 2 

Freeze 17 7 1 9 0 285 281 .441 2½ 

Enforcers 16* 5 0 11 0 250 294 .294 4⅔ 

Meteors  17 2 0 15 0 213 394 .118 8 

Enforcers deducted one league point for breach of rule 3.2.1; * incomplete game 


