
the Phoenix.  It has been a 

joy to watch her develop-

ment and progression over 

the years and I am so 

happy to have been able to 

help that development. 

Finally I want to offer 

enormous thanks and 

gratitude to the individuals 

without whom we wouldn’t 

have the league.  They are 

of course my fellow exec 

members:  Jan Bradley, 

Bruce, Ian Caird, Matt 

Fairweather, Jeremy 

Fothergill, Tyler Lappage, 

Linni Mitchell, and Harry 

Somers. 

Have a great night every-

body! 

Dave Dean,. League Head 

G 
OOD evening 

everyone, and 

elcome to the 

celebration of 

the 2016 Manchester Soft-

ball League season.  It was 

once again another great 

year for softball in Man-

chester. Congratulations to 

the Lions, Meerkats, Mav-

ericks II and Tigers on their 

division wins and we gave a 

warm welcome to the Ti-

tans and the Rippers.  We 

also had the most brilliant 

weather I can ever remem-

ber for a Manchester Tour-

nament. 

We once again travelled the 

country in great numbers.  

It is always a pleasing sight 

to see so many Manchester 

-based teams and players at 

tournaments and as always 

we had a great deal of suc-

cess.  In particular was a 

near domination of the 

Leeds tournament which 

saw most of the trophies 

come to the correct side of 

the Pennines.  

Notable by her absence 

this year is Kellie 

Whitaker.  For those of you 

that don’t know, Kellie is 

away at the World Cham-

pionships in her role as 

organiser of the GB team.  

Hopefully tonight doesn't 

fall apart without her.  I 

am also incredibly proud 

that Sherry Kenyon joins 

Michelle Collier in Florida 

in the GB squad.  I remem-

ber when Sherry was start-

ing out in Division 4 with 

Special edition          End-of-season ball 
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Tonight’s   
programme 

6.30 Drinks 

7.30 Dinner 

9.30 Awards 

MVPs 

Home runs 

Blu ribbon 

Rookie of the year 

Young player of the 

year 

Divisional awards 

10.30 Raffle 

11.00 Live music from 

“Contact” 

1.00 Carriages 

I 
n a mercifully brief 

Captains’ meeting 

last month, two ma-

jor changes were 

voted in for the 2017 sea-

son. After fierce discus-

sion, it was agreed that a 

maximum of two guests 

would be allowed, rather 

than three as was the case 

this year. Furthermore, 

the batting (though not the 

fielding) restrictions will 

now also apply to guests 

playing “up”. 

THE other major innova-

tion next season will see 

MSL playing softball on 

three nights. We are cur-

rently at capacity at Parrs 

Wood, so the choices were 

to cap expansion, find a 

new venue, or expand to a 

third night. Moving Divi-

sion 3 to a Thursday was 

the solution that would 

cause the least disruption. 

It’s tough on the teams 

concerned, but on the 

other hand, you can bet 

there will be some softball 

junkies playing three 

nights a week! 

Captains’ meeting rules 2-guest maximum, 
Div 3 to play on Thursdays 



 P W T L F RS RC Pct GB 

Division 1 

Lions (C) 17 15 0 2 0 302 115 .882 – 

Thunder  17 12 0 5 0 217 171 .706 3 

Greensox  17 11 0 6 0 243 185 .647 4 

Mavericks 17 9 0 8 0 230 204 .529 6 

Dodgers 17 9 0 8 0 238 182 .529 – 

Outlaws 17 8 0 9 0 218 232 .471 1 

Camels (R)  17 4 0 13 0 188 322 .235 5 

Mutineers (R)  17 0 0 17 0 137 362 .000 9 

Division 2 

Meerkats (C) 15 12 0 3 0 247 159 .800 – 

Lightning (P) 15 11 0 4 0 209 164 .733 1 

Bullfrogs 15 8 0 7 0 231 190 .533 4 

Speeders 15 6 0 9 0 175 202 .400 6 

Mayhem 14 7 0 7 0 196 176 .500 – 

Sharks 14 6 0 8 0 173 182 .429 1 

Storm (R)  14 1 0 12 1 96 254 .071 6⅓ 

Division 3 

Mavericks II (C) 16 13 1 2 0 309 171 .844 – 

Camels II (P) 16 10 0 6 0 284 266 .625 3½ 

Outlaws II 16 8 2 6 0 208 183 .563 4½ 

Pirates 16 7 3 5 1 268 247 .531 5⅓ 

Moorkats 16 8 0 8 0 244 259 .500 5½ 

Bats 16 7 0 9 0 207 202 .438 6½ 

Enforcers 16 7 0 9 0 252 280 .438 6½ 

Hackers (R)  16 6 0 10 0 205 265 .375 7½ 

Rebels (R)  16 3 0 13 0 205 309 .188 10½ 

Division 4 

Tigers (C) 17 13 1 3 0 368 201 .794 – 

Drizzle (P) 17 12 1 4 0 292 205 .735 1 

Hurricanes 17 12 0 5 0 278 154 .706 1½ 

Rippers 17 11 0 6 0 274 205 .647 2½ 

Barflies 17 9 0 8 0 279 276 .529 4½ 

Phoenix 17 7 0 10 0 223 264 .412 6½ 

Colt 45s 17 7 0 10 0 185 233 .412 6½ 

Freeze 17 5 0 12 0 241 349 .294 8½ 

Falcons 17 3 0 14 0 186 347 .176 10½ 

Titans 9 1 0 8 0 76 168 .111 15⅙  

Phoenix above Colt 45s on head-to-heads 

Pts 

47 

41 

39 

35 

35 

33 

25 

17 

39 

37 

31 

27 

28 

26 

15 

43 

36 

34 

32 

32 

30 

30 

28 

22 

44 

42 

41 

39 

35 

31 

31 

27 

23 

11 

Results since last issue 

Games played 30 August 

Division 3 

Bats 3 4 7 7 0 21 
Hackers 0 0 3 1 0 4 
RAR, Umpire Jeremy Fothergill, 
Pitch 6 
HRs: BAT Alex Bates, Jerry Sea-
bridge 2; HAC Andy Shaw, Daniel 
Johansson 
 

Mavericks II 9 0 4 5 18 
Enforcers 0 0 1 1 2 
RAR, Umpire Paul Fagan, Pitch 7 
HR: MV2 Andy Gardner 
 

Moorkats 0  2  0 3 5 
Camels II 5 15 5 x 25 
RAR, Umpire Stephen Shearer, 
Pitch 8, home team batted first 
HRs: MK2 Nick Hulse; CM2 David 
Dean, Charlie Gardiner 
 

Outlaws II 4 3 4 0 1 12 
Pirates 9 1 1 0 1 12 
Bad light, Umpire Shawn Khwaja, 
Pitch 9 
HRs: OU2 Stuart Coppock; PIR Ian 
Williams 
 

Division 4 

Barflies 2 2 2 0 6 
Falcons 3 5 8 2 18 
Bad light* Umpire Tony Stonard, 
Pitch 1 
HRs: FAL Karl Hearfield, Phil Nor-
ton, Dan Jarman (CAM) 
 

Colt 45s 6 3 1 0 3 0 0 13 
Hurricanes 3 5 0 2 1 0 1 12 
Umpire Mike Lott, Pitch 2 
HRs: COL Tom Currie, Philip 
Cosgrove, John Kaye; HUR Mario 
Escobado, Sarah Cassin (REB) 
 

Freeze 2 1 1  4 8 
Drizzle 6 1 1 10 18 
Bad light*, Umpire Pete Nightin-
gale, Pitch 3 
HR: DRZ Baljit Ahluwalia 
 

Phoenix 2 0 0 0 2 1 5 
Rippers 2 1 2 2 1 x 8 
Bad light, Umpire Ian Caird, Pitch 4 
HRs: PHX Ben Hughes 2; RIP Paul 
Duffy 2 

* Incomplete games: results stand 
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You  couldn’t make it up 

Freeze 2 1 1  4 8 
Drizzle 6 1 1 10 18 
Bad light, Umpire Pete Nightingale, Pitch 3; incom-
plete game, result allowed to stand 
HR: DRZ Baljit Ahluwalia 
FREEZE Paul Wolstenholme (SS), Emma Ashby (2B), 
Pete Wilkinson (3B), Mary Mitchell (C), Mike Oxley (RC), 
Alex Brakspear (LC), Andy Collier (LF), Martine Knight 
(MHM)(1B), Chris Frost (REB)(P), Caroline Jones (MHM)
(RF); Sub Kris Timms (for Oxley) 

DRIZZLE  AB H R RBI BB 
Tim Roberts (1B) 4 3 4 1 0 
Ellie Phillips (SS) 4 2 1 2 0 
Brad Hadwin (LC) 4 3 2 3 0 
Laura Hartley (2B) 3 1 1 1 0 
Andrew Bogie (P) 2 2 2 1 1 
Faye Evans (C) 3 2 2 1 0 
Dean Phillips (RC) 3 2 2 2 0 
Laura Somers (RF) 3 1 1 1 0 
Baljit Ahluwalia (3B) 3 3 2 4 0 
Andreina Salazar (LF) 3 1 1 2 0 

THE last game of the season and with not much to 

play for, except the chance to extend their win 

streak to nine games, captain Andrew Bogie was 

prepared to mix up the line up. He himself pitched, 

until relieved by Baljit Ahluwalia. Rookie Ellie Phil-

lips was given the experience of playing shortstop. 

Erstwhile pitcher, Tim Roberts, fielded at 1st. The 

game was tight with Drizzle just about holding the 

advantage over the icy ones and, although the con-

test reached a somewhat unsatisfactory end because 

of bad light, they deserved the win. 

Little did the soggies know then what was occurring in 

the gloaming on pitch 2. Stablemates Hurricanes had 

been sent into the field with some Colt 45s and had man-

aged to shoot themselves in the foot. Confident of repeat-

ing a recent win over the handguns to secure promotion, 

the windies lost in a tight game handing the upgrade to 

Drizzle.                                                                   Two-out Tim 

MVPs Brakspear, Wolstenholme (FRZ), E Phillips, Rob-

erts (DRZ) 
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Tomorrow Amy Culbert (Colt 45s), Laura Kelly 

(Rippers) 

Birthdays 

Match report QuizBall 

Softball 

1. Which softball pitch in regular MSL use is nearest the 

equator? 

2. Which two MSL teams have played each other most 

often? 

3. Which letter(s) of the alphabet do(es) not appear in 

the names of any of the 2016 MSL teams? 

4. To the nearest 50 runs what was the difference be-

tween the number of runs scored and the number of 

runs conceded by all teams in the MSL in 2016? 

5. Which three 2016 MSL teams share (nick)names with 

MLB teams? 

Hardball 

6. Who was the husband of Mrs Arthur Miller before 

she married the playwright? 

7. Which two MLB teams plays their home games in 

Missouri? 

8. How is home advantage in the World Series deter-

mined? 

9. Where in the regular MLB season will you hear the 

line ‘True patriot love in all thy sons command’ sung 

about 81 times? 

10. Which actor actually hit two home runs on camera 

during the filming of Bull Durham? 

PlayBall 

11. In the MSL what is the distance between the 

pitcher’s plate and home plate? 

12. What is the maximum number of pitches an MSL 

batter can face in a single at bat? 

13. What is the minimum number of pitches needed to 

complete an MSL inning? 

14. At least how many players need to be on base when 

an ‘Infield fly’ is called? 

15. Which players are allowed to use the diamond when 

warming up for an MSL game? 

Load o’ Balls 

16. Which ‘dancer’ is married to politician Yvette Coo-

per? 

17. Who was famously No 7 in 1966? 

18. Who spent Midnight in Moscow in March 1962? 

19. Who is Mrs Norman Cook? 

20. Which British Prime Minister had a father born 

Abraham Thomas Ball? 

Answers on page 19 

by Two-out Tim 
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Lions (Division 
1 winners) 
LIONS can look back on 

another successful year 

together becoming 

only the third team to 

regain the Division 1 title 

after a few years trying. In 

a very competitive league 

we finally earned our tro-

phy in the penultimate 

week having lost only two 

games throughout, allow-

ing us to celebrate the 

final week in traditional 

fancy dress 

(pictured), pyjamas this year, hav-

ing “put the league to bed”.  

Like any successful Lion pride the 

ladies have played the lead role in 

hunting our prey. Our stats show 

that the key element in our suc-

cess has been an outstanding bat-

ting average from our ladies 

throughout (over .500). Michelle 

Watkinson deserves special men-

tion for her nine home runs. That 

puts her joint 4th in the combined 

Division 1 list! But all the 

ladies deserve praise for 

their outstanding level this 

year, including Kim with 

her side line cheering! U-S-

A!  

However it’s not all been 

women taking the acclaim as Adam 

Roberts has been his usual highly 

consistent self, winning MVP in 

Edinburgh. This alongside a revived 

Gordon Milson, no late baby feeds 

this year, and Vince Lui hitting 

regular crucial homers. But home 

runs don’t tell the full story as eve-

ryone I haven’t had room to men-

tion has contributed to a strong 

team, continually coming up with 

great plays and RBIs to get the team 

out of sticky situations.  

Review of the year 

 The Lions have called upon former 

members, Speeders, US Airforce, 

Geordies and South Americans 

throughout the year so a big thank 

you to all of them.  

We have competed well across all 

competitions this year losing in fi-

nals at Edinburgh, Firstball and 

Manchester. Those losses certainly 

leave us with a hunger for next year 

and also show the level this team has 

reached, going so close to beating a 

combined London A comp 

team in Edinburgh.  

It is bittersweet this year as 

we are saying goodbyes. We 

have some alpha males 

leaving us this winter, with 

Sam Steele going travelling 

(hopefully to return) and Lee Ben-

nett heading home to Trumpland. A 

big send off will be had as both of 

them have provided great laughs 

and energy to the squad and we will 

find them hard to replace, both on 

and off the pitch. 

No doubt Captain Gill Watkinson’s 

incredible drive and ability to gather 

a winning group will continue into 

next year! I for one am looking for-

ward to it. Roar!           Chris Fulton  

Meerkats (Division 2 
winners) 
DECISIONS about an additional 

runway at Heathrow, graphs of 

y=2sinx, Ian Blease’s relation status; 

all things which oscillate wildly. But 

none of them can quite match the 

Meerkats’ record of recent years as 

they have become a true yo-yo club 

between the top flight and Division 

2; that is until 2017.  

Kats’ staff 

changed sig-

nificantly in 

the lead-up 

to the sea-

son, and they 

again proved 

to be a breeding ground for the big 

clubs as Jonny Huck and Sam Steele 

left for Division 1  teams, their 

youthful exuberance being replaced 

by the big-hitting Blease and junior 

doctor Nick Plummer, who was out 

on strike at work far more frequently 

than he was at the plate. Aside from 

those roster moves, Meerkats once 

again fielded their usual motley 

crew, with more tired and aging late 

thirty-somethings than the average 

fertility clinic. But one thing these 



Kats do not lack for is know-how 

and bottle down the stretch, and 

despite a mid-season wobble punc-

tuated with some high quality 

strops, and a couple of disappoint-

ing defeats to teams in the bottom 

half of the table, quality in the end 

shone through, with clutch wins in 

the final series of games against the 

division’s top teams, capped with an 

outstanding all-round performance 

on the crucial final day against 

Lightning, where a red-hot defence 

conceded only one run in the final 

six innings of the game, your author 

typifying Kats’ fighting spirit by 

playing on despite fasting due to a 

camera up the bum the next day, 

and the team took the Division 2 

championship for the second time 

in three years, with a combined re-

cord across those seasons of 27 wins 

and 4 defeats. 

Other individual highlights: Kath 

Stockton talked absolute filth, Sonia 

Hine had her batting gloves on in 

time on at least two occasions, 

Mark Hayward improved the Kats’ 

standard of dress by attempting to 

play in brogues, Chris Chu broke 

the sound barrier between 1st and 

2nd base, Nadia Peek moved from 

10 to 2 in the batting order without 

passing go, Mike Lott finally found 

a rival for weekly MVP in Ian 

Blease, Julie Lott didn’t, Rachel Camp-

bell-Cook stayed fit for at least two 

weeks in a row, Lee Coupland ac-

knowledged at least two legitimate 

base hits in his scoring, Ann Gledson 

inexplicably went teetotal pre-match, 

and #0 Matt Ruff ground out to short-

stop. 

All this means we enter 2017 with re-

newed optimism that we can break the 

yo-yo cycle (provided none of our top 

players bugger off to other Division 1 

teams, of course). We’re already clearly 

the most charming, intelligent and 

frankly sexually alluring team in the 

league; next year we’ll also be one of 

the best softball teams.  

Season MVPs – Julie Lott (female) and 

Julie Lott (male).     Matt Fairweather 
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Tigers (Division 4 
winners) 
AT the end of the 2015 season we 

had looked reasonably well set for 

2016, but, as always, it wasn’t quite 

as simple as that. Half the team’s 

2015 Home Runs had been hit by 

Tony La Fave and Michael Miah and 

neither was available at the start of 

the league season, both out with 

long-term injuries. Andy Cocking, 

Charlotte Everitt (baby), and Geor-

gie Brennan (running club) retired 

and Luisa Tolu was only available in 

emergencies after the Sharks’ pro-

motion removed her means of get-

ting to games. Helen Cook then 

moved away to the Lake District half 

way through the season and at the 

same time working shifts began to 

limit JD Downes’ 

appearances.  

Happily Dan 

Downes (now old 

enough to play!) 

plus new recruits 

Steve Girling, 

Caroline Drake 

and Louise Wellman joined the team 

over the close season and soon bed-

ded in. Michael and Tony recovered 

in time to play the second half of the 

season, (though Tony then picked up 

another - season ending - injury) 

and Jen Szczepaniak Sloane and 

Alyssa Jones joined during the sea-

son.  
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with both bat and glove. Annie Dow-

nes hit and fielded well. Caroline was 

solid in the field and showed 

glimpses of the potential she has with 

the bat. Emma Pritchard hit with 

power and led the batting averages 

throughout the season. Jen was ex-

cellent in the outfield. Sandra Zlatin-

ská was even better than last season 

with bat and glove. Tereza Kokociń-

ska showed real power at the plate, 

Queen of the triples, without ever 

quite getting that elusive Home Run. 

Louise got on base at an impressive 

rate. Helen was effective with bat and 

glove in the first half of the season 

and Luisa didn’t let anyone down in 

the two games she did manage to get 

to.  

The two Downes boys impressed with 

both bat and glove. Dave Wareham 

pitched well. Michael hit for power 

and was athletic in the field. Rob 

Lawrence was solid in the outfield 

and hit well despite a mid-season 

wobble. Steve G improved steadily 

through the year and showed some 

power at the plate. Steve Aguirre was 

a revelation at 1st. Stewart Pilling 

also added a bit of batting power to 

his good eye. Tony hit for power and 

average when he was fit and came 

down to help out with the base 

coaching after his 2nd injury.   

              Dave Wareham 

Urmston Rippers 
WELL what a first season we’ve had. 

It all started back 

in April when we 

entered our first 

tournament, First 

Ball. Our first ex-

perience of out-

door, we did pretty 

well for a complete 

rookie team. We won a couple of 

games and actually came away with 

our first silverware, runners up in 

the Spoon. Not quite the FA Cup but 

The changes in personnel meant we 

put in a few disjointed performances 

early in the year. We had an enjoy-

able time at Firstball, we didn’t win 

any silverware but we did begin to 

bed our new players into the team. As 

the weeks passed we slowly improved 

in the league and came together as a 

team. Over the season we only lost 

three games, each by a single run, 

plus one tie, and deservedly won the 

4th Division championship. We 

played in two tournaments at the end 

of the season: our own Red Rose 

tournament at Parrs Wood, where we 

narrowly lost the final to a star-

studded Rippers team, and Sefton 

where we put in some strong per-

formances before losing narrowly in 

the plate semi final.  

Everyone contributed to the team’s 

success: Alyssa looks a real prospect 

Review of the year 

(Continued from page 5) 



I’ll take it! 

We played 17 league games with 11 

wins and 6 defeats. The only team 

who did the double on us was the 

Tigers who beat us by 1 and 3 runs in 

the two games. We were mercied 

once by Drizzle who, funnily enough 

we also mercied in the previous 

game. Of all the games played my 

personal favourite was against Hur-

ricanes. On paper we had no chance! 

David v Goliath! But we went on and 

won in true Ripper spirit as we 

wanted it more! We played all games 

in high spirits and all the Rippers 

agreed we loved every moment and 

had a good laugh in every game. 

What a great bunch of teams they all 

are. Of course it wouldn’t be possible 

without the organisation that goes 

on behind the scenes. Well done to 

all involved. 

In amongst the league games we also 

played a couple of tournaments. The 

LGBT tourney saw us entering two 

teams because everyone wants to be 

a Ripper! It saw the birth of “The 

Dangerous Tractors”, named for ob-

vious reasons (if you don’t know, ask 

Bruce). They finished in the bottom 

half of the standings. However the 
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Rippers (pictured above) did slightly 

better, winning the whole thing, and 

securing our second piece of silver-

ware. 

Next, the Manchester Tournament 

saw us against teams from Divisions 

2, 3 and 4. Our opening games saw 

us play better than we possibly 

should have and we finished in the 

Plate. This was made up of mainly 

Division 2 teams, meaning we inevi-

tably didn’t do too well. We lost all 

three games but didn’t get humili-

ated, we held our own. 

In the Red Rose Tournament we put 

together a team of mainly Rippers 

and a few friends who have been 

with us from the start. In a nutshell 

we won every game although Dave 

Warren nearly blew it on the last hit. 

More silverware for the Rippers. 

All in all a marvellous effort for our 

first season, finishing the league 4th 

with a 11-6 record. We would have 

been very happy with a mid-table 

finish, but realistically thought we 

would end in the bottom half of the 

table. Can we win it next year? Time 

will tell. #GORIPPERS   

Dave Warren 

Hurricanes 
AFTER a disap-

pointing 2015 

season that 

ended in relega-

tion from Divi-

sion 3 and the loss of numerous 

payers from that squad, 2016 

started with very much a blank slate 

and a new start for the team. Only 

two players from the 2015 season 

remained in the team with the rest 

being a mix of new people and 

guests helping in the early days 

when the team was short of players. 

We entered the season with a mix of 

rookies and experience dotted 

throughout. The plan for the season 

was to get a team together that en-

joyed playing softball and gave the 

members of the team time to learn 

the game whilst building camarade-

rie within the group. 

We made an indifferent start win-

ning one and losing the next two 

games, the first loss a tight affair 

against the Barflies which was close 

all the way until the final out. Then 

the reality check of Tigers, the even-

tual league winners, showing us that 

Division 4 has some well drilled 

teams in there. The team settled 

after this and put together a run of 

seven wins which included a tight 

victory over clubmates Drizzle. This 

run was brought to an end with a 

loss in the return game with Drizzle. 

That loss was the sowing of the 

seeds of a friendly rivalry between 

the two clubs to see who could fin-

ish above the other. This battle went 

on through the remainder of the 

season right up until the last game 

of the season when Hurricanes lost 

out to Colt 45s by one run and Driz-

zle got a win to give them 2nd place 

in the league and promotion by half 

a game. 

On reflection it was a highly positive 

season for Hurricanes. As the sea-

son progressed we put together a 
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triples 3, most Runs 34, most RBIs 35 

Thanks to the 14 players who guested 

for us a total of 22 times (at 12.4% just 

a wee bit above the average for the 

league). 

Pints drunk at the Cheshire Line Tav-

ern ...................................  no idea!         

Chris Drayton 

Rebels 
2016 was the start 

of a new chapter for 

Mayhem II who 

were renamed Re-

bels after merging 

with the Tigers. 

There were a number of teething pains 

and a period of readjustment as every-

one got to know each other. Whilst 

there weren’t a lot of wins in the year, 

no-one is in disagreement that the 

highlight was ending the Mavs II’s 

winning streak. In the second half of 

the season Rebels came into their own 

as the team gelled and performance 

improved week after week.  

Regardless of what next season brings, 

the Rebels are looking forward to it.   

                      Emma Miller 

Didsbury Bats 
IT all started so well, 

two straight wins 

and ahead up to top 

of the 7th in the third 

game - but from then 

on the Bats lost 9 out of the next 10 

games. It was like some kind of som-

“We’re gonna score one more than 

you”, which we did most of the 

time and we had fun doing it too, 

with a mix of seasoned old players, 

some new faces (both transfers and 

rookies), the occasional borrowed 

player but nothing blue! 

And so, a season in numbers: 

Games 16, wins 10, losses 6. Aver-

age runs conceded per game 16.2, 

scored 17.8. 

Longest winning streak 4 games, 

longest losing streak 3. 

Most runs in a game 33 vs Enforc-

ers, fewest 6 vs O2s and Mav2s. 

Biggest win 25-5 in 3½ vs 

Moorkats, biggest loss 13-27 vs 

Pirates 

Best comeback from 9-20 down to 

win 33-25 vs Enforcers. 

Team performance:  

On Base Percentage ..............  .609 

Plate Appearances .................. 734 

At Bats ....................................  685 

Hits .........................................  399 

Walks .......................................  48 

Fielder’s Choices ......................  33 

Sac Flies ...................................... 4 

Singles ....................................  283 

Doubles ................................... 106 

Triples ....................................... 18 

Home Runs ............................... 25 

Most Singles: Lynne Howells .  34 

Most Doubles: Chris Drayton ..  15 

Most Home Runs: Dave Dean and 

Charlie Gardiner tied ................. 5 

Captain setting a winning example: 

Dave Dean; Most walks 7, most 

solid team with new players joining 

throughout. For the individual 

awards in the team, Mario Escobado 

led the way with 19 home runs 

(which also won him the divisional 

title) bringing in 37 RBIs. Mean-

while, proving that this is a game for 

all the ages was Harry Somers lead-

ing the batting average for the whole 

team hitting .864. For the new peo-

ple in the team, Tom Huntley settled 

excellently into proving he was a 

natural at 3rd base showing excellent 

glove skills and a nice accurate 

throw. Sharon Fletcher fitted in per-

fectly in the outfield and had enough 

enthusiasm for everyone in the team. 

This was a season where the team 

exceeded the start-of-season expec-

tations, we have set up a basis for the 

team for the next season to hopefully 

push on. The rivalry with Drizzle was 

put to bed and members of both 

teams joined up to take part in the 

Bristol Wreck tournament coming 

away with victory in the Plate. Here’s 

hoping to more Drizzcane adven-

tures in the future.         Mark Griffin 

Camels II 
ANOTHER 

season, an-

other im-

provement on 

the year be-

fore, when the 

dust settled we found ourselves sec-

ond—wow, promotion!—to the brave 

new world of USG on a Wednesday. 

And with Big Camels dropping 

down, 2017 will see Camel vs Camel 

for the first time since 2012 when 

Camels I and the Clanger Camels 

were both in Division 2 (having 

found themselves face to face in the 

POD in 2011).  

It was perhaps achieved in a slightly 

unconventional way; we may have 

had the third leakiest defence in the 

division, but in the words of Fat Les: 

Review of the year 

(Continued from page 7) 



point you could almost sense the re-

lief amongst the squad that we may 

well be able to compete at this level. 

Game day 11 was the highlight of the 

season for the squad with a 12-8 vic-

tory over the previous undefeated 

and eventual league champions Man-

chester Meerkats. 

The season commenced with the sole 

aim of avoiding relegation back to 

Division 3 and this was comfortably 

achieved.  This was certainly aided by 

our Players’ Player of the Year and 

stand out performer Paul Colton with 

and astonishing OPS 2.773, 15 home 

runs and 46 RBIs. Before you read 

this Paul and your head gets any big-

ger remember your teammates who 

got on base in the first place to help 

you achieve the new club record of 46 

RBIs in a season. 

The team would like to thank the fol-

lowing ladies for stepping into the 

temporary gap left by our own Sarah 

Nickson who selfishly decided to take 

a season out to have her and pitcher 

Graeme’s second child Baby Elliot J:  

Sophie Temple, Becky Ellis, Angela 

Thompson, and Rebecca Ebo. 
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nolence had taken hold, week after 

week over the summer months the 

team dozed onwards. Perhaps it was 

the albatross a batted ball had 

brought down from the sky, it cer-

tainly felt like such a talismanic crea-

ture hung around the team’s neck? 

More likely it was the combined im-

pact of new rookies and older players 

returning to the fold. Whatever it 

was, after several close losses and 

when faced with likely relegation the 

Bats finally dug deep and produced 

four wins on the bounce to finish 

mid-table - crisis, what crisis? On-

wards and upwards (hopefully)...      

Jerry Seabridge 

Bullfrogs 
FOLLOWING the 

nightmare of 2015 

the Bullfrogs’ ros-

ter was further 

bolstered in the hope of getting a 

regular and consistent team out for 

all the games. Unfortunately, again 

things did not go as planned. We 

struggled for a consistent team, 

which was a shame, because when 

we did get a regular team out we re-

corded some very impressive per-

formances. In the end we could not 

beat the two teams that eventually 

topped us and won promotion.  

Looking to 2017 will involve more 

recruiting and hopefully a big 

enough squad to get a full team out 

every week. Fingers crossed!  

Jeremy Fothergill 

Enforcers 
FOR the second 

season in a row, 

the Enforcers lost 

their first choice 

pitcher so skipper 

Simon Grainger stepped up and did 

a more than decent job, helping the 

team to a strong start, winning four 

of the first six games. 

Their three strongest male players 

then decided to give up softball half-

way through the season resulting in 

the lawmen only winning two of 

their last eight games, resulting in a 

finishing position just above the 

relegation zone. 

Rookie Chris Bowers made an im-

pact in his first season, making it 

onto the Home Run board with four 

home runs, one of them being a 

grand slam. 

The Enforcers are hoping to make 

good use of the winter transfer/

recruitment window! 

Mike ‘Mourinho’ 

Sefton Sharks 
A successful 2015 had the Sharks 

finish second in Di-

vision 3 and make a 

formal request to 

stay in that division. 

The MSL exec de-

clined and as a re-

sult forced promotion into the 

higher division. Unfortunately for 

the Sharks the change of night re-

sulted in the club losing two of the 

original rostered players in Phil and 

Kaff Longfield. Captain Shearer 

would like to personally thank both 

players for the efforts and 

commitments in establish-

ing the Sharks within the 

league.   Phil and Kaff 

know they are welcome 

back at any time should 

personal circumstance 

change. 

The unexpected promo-

tion and the new sur-

roundings led to anticipa-

tion and first game nerves 

that weren’t eased by the 

Bullfrogs’ ruthless 23-9 

victory taking advantage of 

the nerves and inexperi-

ence amongst the team at 

the higher division 

Week 3 was our break-

through first win at this 

level with a 23-15 win 

against the vastly experi-

enced Lightning. At this 
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struggle with injury. Bring on next 

season!                 Natalie Robinson 

Phoenix 
AFTER a productive 2015, expec-

tations were that 2016 would see a 

promotion push for the Phoenix 

but following the loss of three 

players to 

higher divi-

sions, two to 

long term 

injuries and one to a job in London 

the focus soon switched from 

where the firebirds would finish 

the season to whether they’d actu-

ally start it. 

An extensive recruitment drive 

meant that six softball debutants 

were in the new-look line up on 

opening day, along with the return 

of a Phoenix original, as season 

number five started successfully. 

The league season then became a 

roller coaster ride of peaks and 

troughs including a loss against 

the bottom of the table rookies 

shortly followed by a win against 

the ultimate champions. The most 

exciting part of the season has to 

be scoring four in the 7th to tie the 

game and then winning in extra 

innings one week and then repeat-

ing the feat seven days later. 

Tournaments yielded no silver-

ware but an excellent performance 

in the Manchester tournament 

resulted in a mid-tier silver grade 

finish and Red Rose and LGBT 

tournaments gave a chance for 

former Phoenix to return. 

Was the season a success? Phoenix 

played with a smile on their faces 

throughout the season, players 

tried new positions, rostered play-

ers always took priority over 

guests, opponents looked forward 

to enjoying competitive but fun 

games, guests (from resting Tues-

day teams whenever possible) en-

joyed their appearances, no games 

were forfeited and the number of 

softball rookies introduced to the 

the team went from strength to 

strength, with each member improv-

ing individually and as a team both 

offensively and defensively. As a re-

sult, the Pirates were pleased to find 

ourselves in fourth place at the end of 

the season. Having previously never 

tied a game, the Pirates also enjoyed 

rounding off the season with three 

ties on the trot. 

Our end-of-season meal saw Faye 

Dunlop and James Ridgway 

(pictured below) awarded the Home 

Run queen and king prizes (with two 

and nine home runs respectively), as 

well as the top prize of the team’s 

MVP awards. Special mention to 

Andy Firth for getting his first home 

run this season, alongside hitting the 

only grand slam for the Pirates in 

2016. Meanwhile, Nate Fields took 

Andy’s base diving crown this year 

following an incredible home run 

finalised with a face plant on home 

plate! 

To all of Manchester Pirate players, a 

big thank you from me for turning up 

(we will save on time for next year), 

and making the team as much fun 

and comedy gold as it is on a weekly 

basis. A massive thank you to Shane 

Coyles for all his help keeping the 

club’s finances in check (as well as 

Mrs Coyles). Also thanks to Kate Bar-

low for playing as an honorary Pirate 

whilst our females continued to 

The squad are currently enjoying the 

off season and will be assembling 

soon after the New Year to start the 

hard work required to improve on 

last year’s finish and push on up the 

table in what looks like it is going to 

be a very competitive division.    

                    Stephen Shearer 

Pirates 
WELL known for their love of grog 

(and a good curry), the Manchester 

Pirates are a social 

softball side with 

a hearty competi-

tive streak. Head-

ing into our fifth 

season in the 

Manchester Soft-

ball League, we looked to continue 

our mid-table success within the 

third division whilst searching for 

grand-slam glory. Following the loss 

of our sole pitcher at the start of the 

season (who likes basketball any-

way), we were over the moon to gain 

James Ridgway as our new Pirate 

pitcher. Especially when he started 

bashing out the home runs! 

Initially we had a slow start to the 

season, waiting until week 4 for the 

team to be reunited with the form 

(and players) of the previous season.  

However, once the Pirates got going 

Review of the year 

(Continued from page 9) 
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continuing to improve our 

softball skills in the indoor 

league, and cannot wait 

for our second outdoor 

season. Titans would like 

to thank all of the MSL teams for be-

ing very welcoming and for giving us 

tips, and also to those who run the 

league.                               Aimée Dyble 

rookie training sessions, 

and within a few weeks of 

playing in the league, we 

got our first win! Titans 

are competitive but we pride ourselves 

on being the fun team who don't take 

ourselves too seriously and as a team 

where no one knew each other at the 

start, we have gelled really well. We are 

sport was well into double figures 

(most of whom are keen to return) 

so yes it was a highly successful 

season! 

A massive thank you to the squad 

of 2016, to those who organised 

and turned up for training, to 

those who have helped out with 

the admin and finances of the club, 

to the many, many guests who 

stepped up to the plate for us, to 

the Parrs Wood ground staff for 

postponing some games and creat-

ing a bigger pool of potential 

guests, to the umpires, to the MSL 

exec and to the opponents who 

have provided a great experience 

for our rookies and more experi-

enced campaigners. 

It’s been a pleasure to serve as 

Captain and I’m already looking 

forward to flapping my feathered 

wings in Division 4 next year.  

Simon Ronksley 

Titans 
TITANS formed this year from the 
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O 
UR winter soft-

ballers were 

thrilled to be fea-

tured on BBC 

Breakfast just last week, as 

presenter Mike Bushell came 

down to Trafford’s Power-

league centre to make a film 

about the indoor game. 

Describing the sport as 

“human pinball”, Mike was put 

through his paces, and was 

seen trying his hand at batting, 

base-running and fielding, all 

under the tutelage of  BSUK 

and MSL coach Linni Mitchell.  

As the “speed and intensity 

with which the players move 

around the field of play”, was 

highlighted, Linni pointed out 

how the ball is always in play 

as it bounces off walls, floors 

and the players themselves.  

Indoor softball features on BBC 

First seen bat-

ting, presenter 

Mike explained 

how you had to 

hit the first 

pitch,  and then 

run for base. In 

the film, he was 

tagged out at 

second by the 

Rippers’ Sophie 

Temple 

(pictured oppo-

site). 

Also featured in the film were 

Baljit Ahluwahlia, who de-

scribed how softball was acces-

sible to all ranges of ability, as 

well as being co-ed. 

A highlight was Dave Ware-

ham shown hitting a home 

run, before mention was made 

of the international dimen-

sion, as GB squad member 

Sherry Kenyon was inter-

viewed about how softball be-

ing back in the Olympics 

would benefit the game. 

The session was organized 

after BSUK’s Luis Arrevilla-

gas spotted a tweet by Mike 
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Bushell. Linni  did 

much of the or-

ganization on the 

day, enlisting the 

help, at short no-

tice, of players 

from the Rippers, 

the Titans, Mael-

strom (the Univer-

sity of Manchester 

team) and several 

other individuals 

featured in the 

film, and helping 

Mike who directed  

filming as well as  

appearing along-

side  our new-

found TV star  

Linni.  

Mike Bushell is shown being tagged out by the Rippers’ Sophie Temple 
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Batting stats with a difference 
WITH more and more 

captains making use of 

scoring software at 

league games, it is now 

possible to collect accu-

rate batting stats for 

your team. 

Earlier this year (issue 

#6), Chris Drayton 

asked “Who is the best 

batter?” and highlighted 

a number of batting stats 

beyond the Home Run 

Trophy that could tell 

you more about your 

team’s performance in 

the offence part of the 

inning. 

At the end of the season, 

Chris emailed all cap-

tains asking for their 

batting stats, and has 

compiled some league-

wide stats based on those 

returns that he got. 

THANK you to the teams 

who supplied stats on 

their players. We have 

taken the top five men 

and women from each 

team (with a minimum of 

20 plate appearances) 

and have calculated who 

is the best male and fe-

male batter in the league 

using the On Base Per-

centage.  

OBP includes walks as 

well, and is calculated as 

Hits plus Base on Balls 

all divided by Plate Ap-

pearances. To put it an-

other way it measures the 

probability you get on 

base and also don’t give 

up a fielder’s choice, 

which is the least you can 

expect a batter to do. 

WOMEN  PA AB H  BB OBP 
Zoe Rigley STO 26 25 20 1 .808 
Alexa Martinez STO 23 23 17 0 .739 
Kellie Whitaker HUR 24 24 17 0 .708 
Ellie Phillips DRZ 55 52 35 3 .691 
Jo Griffin OUT 35 32 21 3 .686 
Sophie Temple RIP 34 30 19 4 .676 
Sadie Light DRZ 46 44 29 2 .674 
Michelle Collier LIO 66 65 43 1 .667 
Kate Provan STO 24 23 15 1 .667 
Sherry Kenyon OUT 45 45 29 0 .644 
Mandy Ashton RIP 59 53 31 6 .627 
Hiroe Ryan LIO 58 53 31 6 .627 
Lynne Howells CM2 67 65 38 2 .597 
Helen Rossiter CM2 31 31 18 0 .581 
Nancy Bennett OUT 40 39 22 1 .575 
Charlie Cook OUT 47 47 27 0 .574 
Lyndsey Bygraves CM2 55 54 30 1 .564 
Mish Ireland SHA 47 45 25 1 .553 
Kyrstie Hewitt OUT 47 45 24 2 .553 
Emma Waterhouse DRZ 34 31 15 3 .529 
Laura Hartley DRZ 51 42 18 9 .529 
Kate Shearer SHA 46 43 22 2 .522 
Lindsay O’Farrell LIO 43 41 20 2 .522 
Rebecca Ebo CM2 66 63 30 3 .500 
Gill Watkinson LIO 48 45 21 3 .500 
Kat Rhead RIP 48 46 22 2 .500 
Becky Baird RIP 57 55 26 2 .491 
Sharon Alger SHA 27 26 12 1 .481 
Jade Shaw LIO 65 64 30 1 .477 
Sharon Fletcher HUR 38 37 16 1 .447 
Cara Littlefield HUR 20 16   4 4 .400 
Sarah Pickles RIP 22 22   8 0 .364 
Claire Riley SHA 39 38 13 1 .359 
Holly Jones CM2 49 45 12 4 .327 
Lauren Bicknell SHA 53 52 15 1 .302 
CarolAnn Costello STO 20 20   6 0 .300 
 

Chris Drayton 

MEN  PA AB H  BB OBP 
Harry Somers HUR 26 22 19 4 .885 
Baljit Ahluwalia DRZ 33 31 26 2 .848 
Dave Dean CM2 56 49 40 7 .839 
Paul Duffy RIP 53 53 44 0 .830 
Scott Barton RIP 29 28 23 1 .828 
Ed Woodcock RIP 40 37 30 3 .825 
Alan Bruce RIP 28 28 23 0 .821 
Mario Escobedo HUR 27 27 22 0 .815 
Dave Warren RIP 49 46 36 3 .796 
Peter Buckley OUT 58 54 42 4 .793 
Andrew Bogie DRZ 53 47 36 6 .792 
Long Tran DRZ 25 21 15 4 .760 
Adam Roberts LIO 54 50 37 4 .759 
Brad Hadwin DRZ 64 60 44 4 .750 
Paul Colton SHA 44 43 33 0 .750 
Stuart Roscoe OUT 46 44 32 2 .739 
Chris Drayton CM2 45 41 29 4 .733 
Dave Martin Baez  SHA 30 28 20 2 .733 
Rolf Herbert OUT 45 44 32 1 .733 
Tim Roberts DRZ 46 40 27 6 .717 
Gordon Milson LIO 53 50 35 3 .717 
Craig Lawson CM2 44 43 30 1 .705 
Chris Fulton LIO 52 48 32 4 .692 
Tom Huntley HUR 29 23 14 6 .690 
Vince Lui LIO 43 33 22 10 .667 
Graeme Hunt STO 21 21 14 0 .667 
Chris Thompson OUT 33 31 20 2 .667 
Charlie Gardiner CM2 47 43 28 3 .660 
Adam Morrison HUR 23 18 10 5 .652 
Jeff Ocesanek SHA 21 20 12 1 .619 
Rob Alger SHA 30 30 18 0 .600 
Stephen Shearer SHA 43 43 25 0 .581 
Giancarlo Calo HUR 28 26 13  .500 
Andy Gardner* STO 29 29 12 0 .414 
 
*guest 
 

Batting Average, which is Hits divided by 

At Bats, is perhaps a more familiar statis-

tic. But given the astonishingly low num-

ber of walks (and sac flies, which don’t 

count as ABs, but are rare enough to not 

make a significant difference to our stats), 

BA and OBP are almost identical. The top 

batters in both lists also have the best aver-

age overall, .800 for Zoe and .864 for 

Harry. 

The identity of the “top” male batter may 

surprise you—it was certainly an eye-

opener for us. But it underlines the sugges-

tion, made in Chris’s original article, that 

the home run trophy, while an easy stat to 

collect, does not necessarily identify the 

most valuable batter. Harry averages one 

home run every other year, usually thanks 

to a misfield, but attentive captains have 

noticed down the years that he can usually 

get on base, and give the opportunity to 

bigger hitters behind him to drive him 

home. 

Of course it is more than likely that there 

are batters out there, from teams that do 

not keep accurate statistics, who would 

feature on these lists, perhaps even in the 

#1 slot. But congratulations to Club Thun-

der not only for topping both lists, but for 

collecting the stats for three of their teams. 

Meanwhile, beware the Rippers’ male bat-

ters; definitively strength in depth there. 

If more teams keep batting stats next year 

we will be able to break it down by division 

as well. 

Additional reporting HS. 



F 
OUR young soft-

ballers from Man-

chester have had 

successful trials for 

the  GB under-19 boys’ fast-

pitch squad. Tom Russell 

(Thunder), Nathan Barratt 

(Storm), and 

brothers Jona-

than and Daniel 

Downes (both 

Tigers) travelled 

to Nottingham in 

mid-September 

for trials and all 

four were se-

lected to be part 

of the squad. 

From this group 

three, Tom, Na-

than and Jona-

than (pictured) 

were selected to 

be part of the 

team that travelled to Paris 

October 8th/9th for the Tour-

noi de Fleur. For this tourna-

ment the boys’ squad was com-

bined with the girls’ squad to 

make two co-ed teams. All 

three players, who had only 

recently started playing fast-

pitch, were able to make vital 

plays that helped their teams 

during the tournament.  

The tournament, organised by 

the BAT club of Paris, has been 

held for the last four years at 

the impressive Mortemart fa-

cility in the Bois de Vincennes, 

and raises funds for cancer re-

search in memory of former 

player and coach Fleur Edger-

ton-Meyer.  

The GB-1 team , Roses, lost in 

the final to Belgian team Car-

nivores, who won the tourna-

ment for the third consecutive 

time. GB’s second team came 

sixth (out of eight) overall. 

All four players are training 

with the GB squad aiming for 

selection for the European 

championships next July. 
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Barflies  Helen Smith Paul Warburton 

Bats   Beryl Lannin-Jones Jerry 

Camels II Siobhan O’Shaughnessy  Jonno Wrigley 

Colt 45s  Ellie Swallow John Kaye 

Drizzle    Ellie Phillips Tim Roberts 

Enforcers Natash Miok (MUT)  Jim Lloyd 

Falcons  Beccy Cantrill Jon Cantrill 

Freeze   Alex Brakspear Paul Wolstenholme 

Hackers Kay Carter Andy Shaw 

Hurricanes  Sharon Fletcher Arfyn Ruhonah 

Mavericks II Joe Cole Andy Gardner 

Moorkats Charlotte Green (CAM)  Josh Steiner 

Outlaws II Bailey Saundrs Dave Sharples 

Phoenix  Angie Thompson Ben Hughes 

Pirates   Ian Williams Alice Brooks 

Rebels   Sarah Cassin Connor Battersby 

Rippers  Mandy Ashton  Paul Duffy 

All names appear exactly as they were written on the score sheet 

MVPs (games played August 30th) 

MSL youths make GB U19 squad 
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FEMALE ROOKIE OF THE 

YEAR 

Ellie Phillips (Drizzle): Ellie has 

been extremely 

impressive, both 

in terms of her 

performance in 

games and in 

her dedication 

to improving 

both herself and 

the team. Having joined Drizzle 

minutes before our first game of 

the season (a tie with divisional 

champions, Tigers), she , alongside 

her husband and fellow rookie 

Dean, batted 1.000 and took an 

outfield catch, and has not looked 

back since. With a season OBP 

of .691, she has been one of Driz-

zle’s most reliable hitters and fast-

est base-runners, frequently taking 

the responsibility of leading off. 

She has worked hard on her hit-

ting, attending almost all of Driz-

zle’s weekly practice sessions, at 

which she has added enough 

power to claim two very impres-

sive (fielding error-free) home-

runs and a secondary average 

of .962. In addition to her pace, 

she has improved her catching 

(again through lots of practice) 

and has a strong throwing tech-

nique. She has also proven very 

keen to try new fielding roles, tak-

ing the field as an outfielder, first, 

second and third base and even 

one game at short stop. Aside from 

these strong competitive consid-

erations, Ellie has helped to im-

prove Drizzle’s cohesion, gener-

ously sharing advice with other 

beginners, helping more players to 

feel confident in speaking up in the 

field: Drizzle is a much noisier 

Rookie of the year nominations 
team with her in it, which has 

been a big boost to a novice cap-

tain. She also asks good questions, 

which has helped enormously in 

making sure Drizzle’s rookies un-

derstand the game better. 

Laura Somers (Drizzle): Since 

rolling her eyes at her husband 

and sister’s new-

found love of 

softball last sea-

son, Laura has 

immersed her-

self thoroughly 

in the sport this 

year, amassing 

more plate appearances than any 

other Drizzle player (including her 

composed appearances in division 

2 for Storm and Lightning), and 

attending every practice session. 

She has also shown an interest in 

touring, playing in Bristol Wreck 

with the plate-winning Drizz-

canes. Laura has improved a lot as 

a player over the course of her first 

season - boosting her OBP 

over .500 and increasing her reli-

ability with the glove , with several 

very notable highlights, especially 

three game-winning catches in 

deep left field against Hurricanes. 

A popular and bubbly member of 

the team, she has provided a lot of 

support to her captain and team-

mates on and off the pitch 

(supplying, in a newly created 

Drizzle Coiffeur role, welcome 

haircuts to several team members) 

and generally helped to make 

Drizzle a fun team to play in. 

MALE ROOKIE OF THE 

YEAR 

Chris Bowers (Enforcers) I 

would like to nominate Chris, who 

scored 4 home runs including one 

grand slam in his rookie season! 

Chris turned up to some training 

sessions and helped out taking 

some of the kit home for storage 

and giving lifts to team members 

who don’t have transport. 

Chee Ho Chan (Enforcers) A 

mention for Chee 

Ho Chan is ap-

propriate I think. 

I have never seen 

a rookie turn up 

with all the offi-

cial Kukri Enforc-

ers kit before! 

Some of our regular players 

should take note! Chee really 

looked the part and was keen as 

mustard. His availability was lim-

ited which led to him missing 

many games. He also was asked to 

sub a few games which he did 

without complaint. 

Dan Downes (Tigers) 

This is his first 

year playing, at 

the tender age 

of 14 he has 

played short 

stop for the vast 

majority of our 

games, he has been excellent both 

in the field and at bat, playing a 

large part in the team winning the 

division. He’s been up at or near 

the top of the Home Run chart for 

the division all year and he’s also 

guested for more than one team in 

Division 2. Dan has also been se-

lected for the GB U19 2016/17 

fastpitch squad. 

Dan Hocking (Titans) Dan had 

just moved to Manchester the 

same week he started training at 
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league.  He has not only concen-

trated in learning the game but he 

has accessed sponsorship for his 

team.  He has also brought spon-

sorship for the league in the form 

of printing on a weekly basis the 

ever popular Bases Loaded publi-

cation for the whole league, this 

has been hugely popular and I am 

very pleased we have the weekly 

review on paper again. 

I believe Dave played most games 

this season: if he missed any I am 

sure it was because of previous 

engagement with his wife and two 

children.  Dave has led his team 

with his pitching in his first sea-

son of playing, which is an 

achievement on its own for a 

Rookie player.  Dave runs the Sun-

day training sessions for his team 

in their local Flixton park and has 

put a lot of effort in successfully 

recruiting new players for his 

team and engaging with other 

teams for joint training, friendlies, 

etc.  

Dave has played at least three 

tournaments this years with his 

team plus the individual entry 

tournament Alex Hall.  They have 

won the LGBT tournament, got a 

trophy at Manchester Firstball 

and also won the Red Rose tour-

nament.   Dave also organised and 

ran their own Urmston Rippers 

tournament held in September for 

three teams at their local grammar 

school. 

Dave is a well respected captain 

and a popular league member.  I 

am sure we will see much more of 

Dave in our league in the years to 

come. 

 

 

 

natural sporting skills and com-

petitiveness have made him a very 

valuable member of the Drizzle 

team this year. Never satisfied 

with putting in a less than fault-

less performance, he has fre-

quently given better performances 

than his more experienced team-

mates. He has the speed, arm and 

judgement to become an excellent 

outfielder, while his hitting has 

delivered a very solid OBP of .714 

and a good secondary average of 

1.225. This, along with his three 

home runs, including Drizzle’s 

only grand slam, has been 

achieved largely through his ultra-

aggressive base running. Dean has 

also been one of the more regular 

attendees of Drizzle’s practice ses-

sions, having pushed for them to 

happen in the first place, showing 

his desire to improve his game. 

Dave Warren 

(Rippers) Dave 

Warren has 

played his first 

season this year 

after being re-

cruited via the 

indoor league in Trafford. Dave 

fell in love with the sport immedi-

ately and was thrown into the 

deep end as a co-captain of the 

Urmston Rippers softball club.  As 

the captain’s personal life became 

more and more busy Dave took 

more and more responsibilities, 

attended a pitching course so he 

could pitch when needed and 

making sure he got up to speed 

with how to score and getting to 

know the opposition as well as 

other team captains in case he 

needed to borrow any players. 

One of the main reasons for put-

ting Dave Warren forward as 

Rookie of the Year is his commit-

ment to his team and the 

the rookie ses-

sions. Dan plays 

1st base for the 

Titans, which he 

plays amazingly. 

Softball is all 

Dan can talk 

about, and it’s easy to see that he 

has a great passion for it but also a 

passion for being a Titan. Dan de-

signed the Titans’ logo and found 

us our kit, in only a few weeks of 

us playing and not only do we 

have one kit but we have two and 

this really boosted the team spirit! 

Dan has participated in extra 

training and recently played in the 

Rippers tournament. Dan has had 

a home run and received a num-

ber of MVPs. He is also a keen 

beer drinker so every week with-

out fail he is down at the pub, and 

usually there till last orders chat-

ting with Dave Dean.  

Jim Lloyd (Enforcers) I would 

like to nominate 

Jim for his loy-

alty and com-

mitment. He 

turned up to 

training most 

often (once 

when it was 

only me and him!) and was asked 

to share games with other rookies 

without complaint. All this with-

out access to a car! He was really 

liked by everyone for his attitude 

in this respect. His batting im-

proved tremendously towards the 

end of the season. It was a difficult 

year for the En-

forcers and Jim 

was a stalwart for 

us in always being 

available. 

Dean Phillips 

(Drizzle): Dean’s 
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DIAMOND DOGS 

568 people played softball in the MSL this year, 

just 11 more than last year.  It is not known 

how many of them are new to the game: that’s a stat 

we’ll try to collect next year. Phoenix had the biggest 

roster (30, though 2 never played) of any team. All in all 

41 different people played for  them, though their total 

of 13 different guests was surpassed by Lightning’s 18, 

closely followed by Hurricanes and Bullfrogs with 

17 each. Outlaws used the most guests in total, 43, 

with the highest ratio (23.4%) of guests to rostered 

players. Close behind were Camels and Storm, with 

ratios in the 20s. The average for the whole league is 

10%, i.e. just about one guest in every team. 

At the other end of the scale, Meerkats had just 13 

rostered players, and used only 4 guests. Lions and 

Mavs II used only 2 and 3 guests respectively, while 

Tigers used no guests at all, though had the luxury of  

20players on their roster. 

CHANGES 

15  players transferred, coincidentally the same 

number as the last two years.  

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS 

GOLDEN YEARS 

Players’ ages ranged from 14⅔ to 69½, with 17 players 

under 18, and 5 players over 60. The average age is 

34⅔. 

LET’S DANCE 

271  games were played, 9 fewer than last year, 

due in part to there being no cup competi-

tion. Most teams got 16 or 17 games, though Div 2 

teams missed out, with only 15, or 14 for the bottom 

three teams. There were just two forfeits. Three games 

were shutouts, more than in recent years where 1 or 2 is 

the norm. 

UNDER PRESSURE 

Mavs II’s winning streak carried over from last year 

was finally halted at 28, 4 short of the all-time record 

set by the original Mavs between 2005-7. The Muti-

neers’ winless season takes them to 18 losses and 

counting, 4 behind the record set by the Dragons in 

2012-3. And the Pirates set an extraordinary new re-

cord in their last three games this season, with three 

consecutive ties, two of them against the same team! 

STATION TO STATION 

7,677  runs were scored, 344 more than last 

year, despite there being fewer games, 

reversing a recent trend.  The average (28.4) is up by 

only 2.4. Tuesday is still the day to see runs, with the 

Statto’s corner average per game in Divisions 3 and 4 at 30.7 and 29.9 

respectively while on Wednesdays it’s 26.1 in Division 2, 

and 26.0 in Division 1. 

368  runs were scored by Tigers, the league’s top 

scorers at an average of 21.7 per game. The Li-

ons however had the best average run difference of 11.0. 

Storm were the lowest scoring team with an average of  

6.9.  The Mutineers had the leakiest defence, conceding 

362 runs at 21.3 runs per game, ahead of Freeze (20.5) 

and Falcons (20.4).  

HEROES 

800  home runs exactly were scored this season, 

just 1 more than last year, but again in 

slightly fewer games. 36 of them were grand slams. Paul 

Colton (Sharks) hit 5 grand slams,  scoring two in the 

same game on two occasions. 

NEVER LET ME DOWN 

22  players played in every game for their team, as 

listed below. Where a fielding position is given, 

they started every game in that position. Brad Hadwin and  

Andy Gardner were also ever-present last year, Andy not 

having missed a game for four seasons. 
Bullfrogs (15 games): Emma Bennett (LF) 

Camels (17 ) : Dan Jarman 

Colt 45s (17): Graham Hartley, John Kaye 

Drizzle (17): Brad Hadwin, Laura Somers 

Hurricanes (17): Sharon Fletcher 

Mavericks II (16): Andy Gardner (P) 

Mayhem (14): Lewis LeFevre 

Meerkats (15): Kathryn Stockton 

Moorkats (16): Amy Somers 

Mutineers (17): Jo Grantham, Siân McNeill 

Phoenix (17): Simon Ronksley 

Rebels (16): Sarah Cassin 

Sharks (14): Lauren Bicknell 

Storm (14): Zoë Rigley, Andy Gardner (guest) (P) 

Thunder (17): Emma Carruthers 

Tigers (17): Emma Pritchard, Dave Wareham 

Titans (9): Hannah Burke, Damn Hocking 

THE PRETTIEST STAR 

35  was the highest number of league games played 

by anyone, namely Sarah Cassin who turned out  

all 16 times for Rebels and 19 times for other teams, mainly 

Camels. Martine Knight, last year’s most frequent 

player, takes on the “softball slut of the year” tag, having 

played for seven different teams. 

SCARY MONSTERS 

93%  of games were umpired by a neutral blu, an 

improvement of two percentage points on last 

year. There was 100% coverage in Division 4, and overall 

on 10 occasions.   

 

Subheadings courtesy of the late, great, David Bowie. 
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MVPs team by team 

Bats  Beryl Lannin-Jones Alex Bates 

Barflies  Jane Mordecai Chris Smith 

Bullfrogs  Christine Hunter Adam Faloona 

Camels  Charlotte Green Tom Atkinson 

Camels II  Rebecca Ebo Craig Lawson 

Colt 45s  John Kaye Rachel Jones 

Dodgers  Amy Tanner Jonny Huck 

Drizzle  Ellie Phillips Brad Hadwin 

Enforcers  Katie Flanagan Adrian Holmes 

Falcons  Rebecca Cantrill Philip Norton 

Freeze Emma Ashby Paul Wolstenholme 

Greesox Vic O’Farrell Ross Birch 

Hackers Kay Carter Ian Mills 

Hurricanes Sharon Fletcher Mario Escobado 

Lightning Becci Wadeson Jeivo Gomez 

Lions Jade Shaw Adam Roberts 

Mavs Tanya Burton Pete Nightingale 

Mavs II  Jo Gardiner Ian Yates 

Mayhem  Jenna Mullins Ed Covington 

Meerkats Rachel C-Cook Mike Lott 

Moorkats Ian Blease         Siobhan O’Shaughnessy 

Mutineers  Maz Yung Joe Grantham 

Outlaws  Nancy Bennett Stuart Roscoe 

Outlaws II  Jax Choudhury Rolf Herbert 

Phoenix Kirsty Ahmed Simon Ronksley 

Pirates Faye Dunlop James Ridgway 

Rebels Sarah Cassin Yap Chuan Fu 

Rippers Mandy Ashton Dave Warren 

Sharks Kate Shearer Paul Colton 

Speeders Kate Barlow Stuart Collier 

Storm Alexa Martinez Nathan Barratt 

Thunder Siân Payne Tom Russell 

Tigers Tereza Kokocińska Dan Downes 

Titans Sarah Friday Richard Taylor 

QuizBall Answers 

to avoid disputes and to protect the batter’s boxes. 

Load o’ Balls 

16. Yvette Cooper’s hubby is Strictly ‘star’ Ed Balls. 

17. Alan Ball wore the No 7 shirt in England’s  victorious 

1966 World Cup campaign. 

18. Kenny Ball (and his Jazzmen) had a hit with Midnight 

in Moscow in March 1962. 

19. For the time being Zoë Ball is still married to Norman 

Cook, aka Fatboy Slim. 

20. Former prime minister John Major’s  father was 

called Abraham Thomas Ball at birth, and added ‘Major’ 

to his name as part of a double act Drum & Major with his 

first wife Kitty. John subsequently dropped the Ball 

though his half-brother is the author-journalist Terry  

Major-Ball. 

Softball 

1. Parrs Wood pitch 7 is the southernmost pitch. 

2. Mavericks and Greensox have played each other most 

often, 56 times, with Mavs 28 wins, Sox 27 and one tie. 

3. With the full standings on the opposite page, this was 

easy. ‘Q’ does not appear in the names of any of the 2016 

MSL teams. If you said ‘J’, you were forgetting that the 

Dodgers are Jammie.  

4. The number of runs scored exactly equals the number 

of runs conceded, so the correct answer is 0. If you 

guessed any number up to 50, you are technically cor-

rect, but shame on you if you claim the points. 

5. LA Dodgers, Detroit Tigers and the Pittsburgh Pirates 

have the same names as MSL teams.   

Hardball 

6. Mrs Arthur Miller was Marilyn Monroe, who was pre-

viously married to baseball star Joe DiMaggio. 

7. The Cardinals play in St Louis MO, but Kansas City, 

despite its name, is a metropolitan area straddling the 

Missouri-Kansas border, but is mostly in Missouri, in-

cluding the Royals’ stadium. 

8. Since 2003, home-field advantage (first two games, 

and, if the series goes to a 7th game, a 4-3 advantage 

overall) has gone to the team representing the winners 

of the All-star game.  

9. The lines are from the Canadian national anthem, 

sung at Toronto Blue Jays home games. 

10. Kevin Costner aka Crash Davis hit two home runs on 

camera during the filming of Bull Durham. 

PlayBall 

11. Pitching distance in co-ed slowpitch is 50 feet. 

12. Full count is 3 balls, 2 strikes, so the 6th pitch must 

result in a walk, a strike-out or be hit into play. 

13. Technically an inning (6 outs, 3 each half-inning) 

can be completed without a pitch being thrown, in the 

unlikely event of a succession of batters using altered 

bats, wearing jewellery, erasing the lines of the batter’s 

box, and some other technicalities. But under normal 

circumstances six pitches will do it, four if it’s extra in-

nings (with a runner already on base). 

14. The conditions for an infield fly are that the defence 

could gain an advantage by letting the ball drop, and so 

get a double play, so there must be runners on 1st and 

2nd, or 1st, 2nd and 3rd base. The answer is 2. 

15. According to the Captain’s Handbook, only the 

pitcher and catcher may use the diamond when warm-

ing up for an MSL game, and only for 5 minutes. This is 
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Notes  

[1] An old scoresheet from 20 July 1994, ie before official records began, shows Platt Field Pirates beating UMIST 

Hackers 62-2, a margin of 60. The record, whether 60 or 59, set before the introduction of the run-ahead rule in 

2002, is unlikely to be broken.  

 

MSL records 
  This season All-time record 

Biggest winning 

margin 
29 

Thunder 32 Mutineers 3 (4 inns) 8.6 

Tigers 33 Falcons 4 (4 inns) 21.6 

59 [see note 1] 

Mavericks 65 Bats 6, 27.5.98 

Mavericks 64 Runners 5, 25.7.01 

Biggest winning 

margin with RAR 
29 

Thunder 32 Mutineers 3 (4 inns) 8.6 

Tigers 33 Falcons 4 (4 inns) 21.6 

42 

Outlaws 65 Bats 23 (6 inns) 3.6.09 

Highest individ-

ual score 
40 

Barflies v Freeze, 26.7 

65 

Mavericks v Bats, 27.5.98 

Outlaws v Bats (6 inns) 3.6.09 

Highest aggre-

gate score 
71 

Barflies 40 Freeze 31, 26.7 

88 

Outlaws 65 Bats 23 (6 inns) 3.6.09 

Lowest aggre-

gate score 
5 

Meerkats 4 Lightning 1 (6½ inns) 20.7 

2 

Outlaws 2 Greensox 0, 15.5.13 

Highest losing 

score 
31 

Barflies 40 Freeze 31, 26.7 

34 

Greensox 35 Pirates 34 (5 inns) 

1.5.96 

Highest losing 

score with RAR 
18 

Lions 33 Outlaws 18 (5 inns) 18.5 

23 

Outlaws 65 Bats 23 (6 inns) 3.6.09 

Lowest winning 

score 
4 

Meerkats 4 Lightning 1 (6½ inns) 20.7 

2 

Greensox 2 Lions 1, 13.6.12 

Outlaws 2 Greensox 0, 15.5.13 

Narrowest win 0.020 (=1/51) 

Barflies 26 Falcons 25, 16.8 

0.014 (=1/69) 

Greensox 35 Pirates 34 (5 inns) 

1.5.96 

Highest-scoring 

tie 
19-19 

Pirates v Mavericks II (7 inns) 23.8 

37-37 

Bats v M16s, 24.5.95 

Consecutive ties 3 

Pirates (16,23,30.8) 

3 

Pirates (16,23,30.8.16) 

Most extra in-

nings 
1 

Bats 14 Moorkats 11 (8 inns) 3.5 

Camels II 20 Mavericks II 21 (8 inns) 

5.7 

Phoenix 18-12 Barflies (8 inns) 19.7 

Mavericks II 14-11 Bats (8 inns) 26.7 

Phoenix 18 Tigers 17 (8 inns) 26.7 

Camels 18 Dodgers 15 (8 inns) 27.7 

Drizzle 13 Colt 45s 11 (8 inns) 2.8  

3 

Renegades 8 Mavericks 7 (10 inns) 

9.8.00 

Highest score in 

an inning 
20 

Lions 4th (v Greensox) 17.8 

31 

Outlaws 6th (v Bats) 3.6.09 
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  This season All-time record 

Most HRs in a 

game (individual) 

[see note 2] 

4 

Paul Colton (Sharks) v Lightning, 18.5 

Joe Grantham (Mutineers) v Camels, 

1.6 

Pete Nightingale (Mavericks) v Muti-

neers, 29.6 

Aleck Aspinall (Moorkats) v Camels II, 

16.8 

6 

Andrew Rawson (Outlaws) v Bats 

3.6.09 

  

Most HRs in a 

game (total) [see 

note 2] 

12 

Moorkats (8) v Enforcers (4) 26.7 

20 

Outlaws (16) v Bats (4) 3.6.09 

Most GSs in a 

game [see note 3] 
2 

Tigers (1) v Rippers (1) 3.5 

Sharks (2) v Lightning (0) 18.5 

Hackers (2) v Enforcers (0) 5.7 

Meerkats (2) v Bullfrogs (0)3.8 

  

4 

Outlaws II (3) v Dragons (1) 31.7.13 

(Cup) 

Most GS in a 

game (individual) 

[see note 3] 

2 

Paul Colton (Sharks) v Lightning, 18.5 

Darren Corner (Hackers) v Enforcers, 

5.7 

Paul Colton (Sharks) v Storm, 27.7 

  

2 

Carl McCarthy (linked player, Light-

ning) v Vipers, 10.6.08 

Dave Dean (Barflies) v Mayhem 

Freeze (same inning) 1.7.14 

Paul Colton (Sharks) v Lightning 

18.5.16 

Darren Corner (Hackers) v Enforcers, 

5.7.16 

Paul Colton (Sharks) v Storm, 

27.7.16 

  

Longest winning 

streak 
28 

Mavericks II, 21.4.15 to 26.7 

32 

Mavericks, 27.4.05 to 30.5.07 

Longest losing 

streak 
18 

Mutineers, 26.8.15 to ... 

22 

Dragons, 27.6.12 to 17.7.13 

Longest streak of 

consecutive 

games [see note 

4] 

68 

Andy Gardner (Mayhem II and Maver-

icks II) 23.4.13 to  ... 

75 

Anthony Garcia Reyes (Mayhem) 

19.4.11 to 13.5.15 

Most HRs in a 

game (team) [see 

note 2] 

8 

Moorkats (v Enforcers) 26.7 

Moorkats (v Camels II) 16.8 

  

16 

Outlaws (v Bats) 3.6.09 

Shutouts Hurricanes 26 Falcons 0 (4 inns) 19.7 

Outlaws 14 Thunder 0 (6½ inns) 20.7 

Tigers 22 Titans 0 (4 inns) 16.8 

First: Tribe 30 Spirits 0, 6.5.98 

Biggest: Speeders 53 Eagles 0 (6 

inns) 20.5.98 

Most in a year: 6 (2009) 

MSL records (continued) 

[2] Home runs were first recorded in 2003, though it was not until 2005 that the details appeared in the Review, 

which is therefore the start date for home run records. 

[3] Grand slams first noted in 2008 

[4] Full appearance records are relatively recent, but a 75-game streak is unlikely to have been achieved in the early 

days when, in any case, fewer games were played. 



Division 1 – Female 

9 –  Michelle Collier (LIO)  

4 – Kath Mullin (GRX) 

3 – Areej Elmaazi (THU), Jade 

Shaw (LIO) 

2 – Lindsay O’Farrell (LIO), Sian 

Payne (THU) 

1 – Nancy Bennett (OUT), Lauren 

Birch (GRX), Tanya Burton 

(MAV), Chloe Llewellyn (THU), 

Liz Lyon (MUT), Vic O’Farrell 

(GRX) 

Division 1 – Male 
12 – Tom Atkinson (CAM), 

Danny Gunn* (GRX)  

11 – Joe 

Grantham* 

(MUT) 

9 – Peter 

Buckley 

(OUT), Pete 

Nightingale* 

(MAV) 

8 – Luis Ar-

revillegas 

(THU) 

7 – Benkei 

Johnson 

(THU), Vin-

cent Lui 

(LIO), 

Gordon Mil-

son (LIO) 

6 – Anthony 

Home runs 

Garcia Reyes (DOD) 

5 – Jonny Huck (DOD), Colin 

McKie (CAM) 

4 – Ross Birch (GRX), Lubomir 

Durisin (MAV), Tyler Lappage 

(DOD), Andy Rawson (GRX) 

3 – David Dyson (DOD), Dan 

Jarman (CAM), Paul Kidley* 

(GRX), Dave Leverton (THU), 

Thomas Russell (THU), Mark 

Sanders (GRX) 

2 – Chris Fulton (LIO), Nathan 

Gulam* (GRX), Mike Hawkins 

(OUT), Simon Hepburn (DOD), 

Wendell Jones* (MAV), Laurence 

Pearmain (MAV), Adam Roberts 

(LIO) 

1 – Luis Congote (LIO), Jez Den-

nett (DOD), Suchit Desai (MUT), 

Eli Dorronsoro (MAV), Lee 

Englestone (LIO), Emmanuel 

Estevez Santos (THU), Rob 

Fenlon (MUT), Mike Gaskell 

(CAM), Andy Grose (THU), Ali 

Hallsworth (MUT), Guy Hamer 

(THU), Duncan Jones (MUT), 

Oscar Marenco* (DOD), Stuart 

Roscoe (OUT), Sam Steele (LIO), 

Ed Watkinson (LIO), James 

Wooderson (CAM)  

Division 2 – Female 
2 – Jenna Mullins (MHM), 

Becky 

Wadeson 

(LIG)  

1 – Kate 

Barlow 

(SPE), Jen 

Faloona 

(BUL), Al-

exa Marti-

nez (STO), 

Linni 

Mitchell 

(MHM), 

Zoe Rigley 

(STO)  
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Division 2 – Male  

15 – Paul Colton***** (SHA)  

11 – Adam Faloona (BUL) 

9 – Paul Finney (LIG) 

7 – Zac Rayson* (SPE) 

6 – Chris Chu (MKT), Mark Hay-

ward (MKT), Mike Lott* (MKT) 

4 – Adam Barnish* (SPE), Alberto 

Carlino* (MHM), Ed Covington 

(MHM), Hector Martinez (STO), 

Stephen Shearer* (SHA), Jon 

Taylor (LIG) 

3 – Jeivo Gomez (LIG), Liam 

Harris (SHA), Dave Martin Baez 

(SHA), Richard Sarver* (LIG) 

2 – Ian Caird (STO), Matt Fair-

weather (MKT), Jeremy Fother-

gill (BUL), Dave Harper 

(STO), Shawn Khwaja (MHM), 

Lewis Le Fevre* (MHM), Stephen 

Woods (SHA) 

1 – Rob Alger (SHA), Adam Bar-

ratt (STO), Stuart Collier (SPE), 

Darrell Goh (BUL),  Matthew 

Keeley (SPE), Steve Kellett (BUL), 

Chris Lennon (SPE), Carl 

McCarthy (LIG), Tom Munro 

(LIG), Graham Nixon (SHA), Jeff 

Ocesanek (SHA)  

Division 3 – Female 
4 – Sarah Cassin (REB)  

3 – Lyndsay Bygraves (CM2) 

2 – Katrina Davies (ENF), Faye 

Dunlop (PIR), Katie Flanaghan 

(ENF) 

1 – Beth Arrowsmith-Herbert 

(OU2), Jan Bradley (MV2), Mary 

Coyles (PIR), Sian Davies (ENF), 

* denotes grand slam 



bridge (BAT), Greg Spiers (OU2) 

3 –          Jono Wrigley*(MK2) 

2 –  Steve Beddows (REB), Mike 

Davies (ENF), Chris Drayton 

(CM2), Andy Firth* (PIR), Brad 

Flanaghan (ENF), Bradley 

Holmes (ENF), Nick Hulse 

(MK2), Daniel Johansson (HAC), 

Craig Lawson (CM2), Kristian 

Matthews (MV2), Ian McCann 

(OU2), Pete Rushton (HAC), Matt 

Thomas (REB), Chuan Fu Yap 

(REB) 

1 – Chris Braddick (MK2), Stuart 

Coppock (OU2), Dave Eaton 

(REB), Nate Fields (PIR), Chris-

tian Frost (REB), Oliver Geener 

(REB), Josh Greenwood (MV2), 

Richard Goar (OU2),  Matt Ja-

cobs (PIR), Daniel David Kirby 

(MV2), Dan Pritchard (PIR), 

Andy Shaw (HAC), Martin Wil-

liams (BAT) 

Division 4 – Female 
2 – Ellie Phillips (DRZ), 

Katrina Rhead (RIP) 

1 – Michelle Fisher (PHX), Sadie 

Light (DRZ), Amy Torkington 

(PHX) 

Division 4 – Male 
19 – Mario Escobado*** 

(HUR)  

14 – Dan Downes (TIG),  

10 – Phil Cosgrove (COL) 

9 – John Kaye (COL) 

8 – Baljit Ahluwalia (DRZ), Jona-

than Downes (TIG), Paul Duffy* 

(RIP), Philip Norton (FAL)  

7 – Michael Miah (TIG) 

6 – Brad Hadwin (DRZ), Ben 

Hughes (PHX), Simon Ronksley* 
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Jo Griffin (ENF), Hayley 

McTear (REB), Su O’Brien (PIR)  

Division 3 – Male 
13 – Aleck Aspinall (MK2)  

9 – James Ridgway (PIR) 

8 – Darren Corner** (HAC), 

Rolf Herbert (OU2), Adrian 

Holmes (ENF), Ian Williams 

(PIR) 

7 – Alex Bates (BAT) 

6 – Ian Blease (MK2), Shane 

Coyles (PIR), Ian Mills 

(HAC), Ian Yates (MV2) 

5 – David Dean (CM2), Char-

lie Gardiner (CM2), Chris 

Gresty (MV2), Taj Uddin* 

(MK2) 

4 – Conor Battersby (REB), 

Chris Bowers* (ENF), An-

drew Gardner (MV2), Rich-

ard Jameson* (CM2), Rory 

Lynch (BAT), Jerry Sea-

(PHX) 

5 – Andrew Bogie (DRZ), Mark 

Griffin (HUR) 

4 – Steve Aguirre* (TIG), Tom 

Currie (COL), Tony La Fave 

(TIG), Chris Smith (BFL), Dave 

Warren (RIP) 

3 – Adam Ashby (FRZ), Marco 

Doria (PHX),  Dan Lord (HUR), 

Dean Phillips* (DRZ), Chris 

Radford (BFL), Tadgh 

Tobin** (COL), Paul War-

burton (BFL), Chris Wilson-

Grady (RIP), Ed Wood-

cock** (RIP) 

2 –  Simon Baird (RIP), 

Steve Girling (TIG), Anthony 

Henderson (RIP), Tom 

Huntley (HUR), Lee Ken-

drick-Walker (FAL), Rob 

Lawrence (TIG), Ian Moss 

(BFL), Tom Nolan (RIP), Jon Wil-

kinson (BFL), Paul Wolstenholme 

(FRZ) 

1 – Scott Barton (RIP), Alasdair 

Brown (FRZ), Giancarlo Calo 

(HUR), Mike Cooney (BFL), Tyler 

Hargrave (FAL), Karl Hearfield 

(FAL), Dan Hocking (TTN), Stan 

Johnson (PHX), Lee McCarthy 

(COL), Adam Morrison (HUR), 

John Page (FAL), Chris Radford 

(BFL), Harry Somers (HUR), 

Richard Taylor (TTN), Long Tran 

(DRZ), Paul Warburton (BFL), 

Dave Wareham (TIG), Peter Wil-

kinson (FRZ)  



MENU 
 

Butternut squash soup  
with sage and beurre noisette dressing 
 
 

12 hour braised pork belly  
with crushed new potatoes, buttered spinach,  

fine beans, carrots and cider jus  
or 

Potato and tarragon gnocchi  
with toasted walnuts, semi dried tomatoes,  

vegetarian hard cheese and baby spinach  
 
 

White chocolate cheese cake with chocolate glaze,  
Chantilly cream and passionfuuit curd  

 


