
T 
HE 51st episode of the 
league’s most-played fixture 
saw the Greensox narrowly 

beat the Mavericks in an unusually 
high-scoring encounter. Sox took 
a slender lead 
over the first 
three innings, 
but allowed 
Mavs to bat 
around the or-
der, scoring 9 
to take a 3-run 
lead in the 4th which the green 
’uns immediately neutralized with 
3 runs to no reply in the 5th. 
They won the 6th by two runs, 
then two donuts in the final in-
ning saw them home. With 38 
runs shared, this was the fourth 
highest-scoring meeting of the two 
teams, the highest for 11 years, 
and joint highest for games com-
pleted without extra innings, as 
the box shows. 

Meerkats gave Lions a bit of a 
scare with a 6-run 1st inning, but 

only managed one more run as the 
big cats hit 8 in the 3rd to take a 
comfortable win. Outlaws mercied 
Mayhem, while Thunder saw off a 
depleted Dodgers team. 

Bullfrogs scored 
10 in the first in-
ning, and that 
ended up being 
the margin of vic-
tory over the 
Speeders in a 56-
run slugfest. There 

was a similar start for Outlaws II, 
who were 19–1 up after 2 in their 
game with the Camels, while Muti-
neers had a much more restrained 
11–5 win over the Tigers. 

MEANWHILE, Tuesday night saw 
Camels II win for the second con-
secutive week by 14–13 (a scoreline 
that we saw twice the previous 
week): coming back from a 6-run 
deficit with 7 in the 5th, the secon-
dary  dromedaries allowed Enforc-
ers to level it at 13–13 in the bottom 
of the 6th, but held their nerve to 
win it in the 7th. There was an even 
smaller margin of difference be-
tween Mayhem II and the Pirates, 
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This week’s games 
at a glance 

Division 1 
GRX @ OUT (4, TLF)  
MAV @ LIO (3, AG)  
MHM @ DOD (2)  
THU @ MKT (7, IW)   

Division 2 
CAM @ BUL (9, HS)  
SPE @ MUT (6, MD)  
TIG @ LIG (5, DD)  

David Dean, League Head, has been on holiday, so 
will not be writing his usual column this week. 

Top aggregate scores  
in Mavs–Sox games 

 
48 (26.5.2004) Sox won 26-22 (9 inns) 
39 (4.7.2001) Mavs won 20-19 (8 inns) 
38 (11.6.2003) Mavs won 21-17 
38 (13.5.2015) Sox won 20-18 

Division 3 
BAT @ CM2 (6, IC)  
HUR @ ENF (4, CE) 
PIR @ STO (3, AR)  
SHA @ MM2 (2, AG)  

Division 4 
BFL @ DRZ (1, JF)  
FRZ @ MV2 (8, BA)  
HAC @ PHX (9, PN)  
WCT @ MK2 (7, AK)  



Sharks swim in  

untroubled waters 

SHARKS 6 2 0 4 1 4 0 17 
HURRICANES 2 1 2 0 2 1 0  8 
Ump: Pete Nightingale;  Pitch 6 
HRs SHA Liam Harris, Graeme 
Nickson, Phil Longfield; HUR Carl 
McCarthy, Giovanni Santoro 
SHARKS Phil Longfield (SS), Mish 
Ireland (1B), Graeme Nickson (P), 
Sarah Nickson (EP), Paul Colton 
(CF), Sharon Alger (C), Stephen 
Woods (CF), Claire Riley (RF), Rob 
Alger (EP), Kaff Longfield (LF), Liam 
Harris (2B), Lauren Bicknell (2B) 
HURRICANES Dave Griffiths (SS), 
Meha Hindocha (1B), Carl McCarthy 
(P), Zoe Rigley (3B), Giovanni 
Santoro (2B), Kara Buzza (LF), Harry 
Somers (CR), Keeley Tozer (C), 
Adam Morrison (CL), Carolyn Bennett 
(LIG)(RF) 

SHARKS were away to Hurri-
canes in game day 4 in the first 
meeting in Division 3 between 
the two promoted sides from 

though in this game Pirates pretty 
much led all the way, replying to 
Mossley’s tying run in the top of 
the 5th by taking a 6-run lead in 
the bottom. Mayhem hit back, but 
in the end the corsairs didn’t need 
their final half-inning to secure the 
19–18 win. There was a curious in-
cident in the Storm’s comfortable 
win over the Bats. Jon Taylor was 
denied a second home run as the 
umpire gave him out when, in his 
judgment, the preceding runner 
high-fived him before he crossed 
the plate. Whether it was before or 
after (the runner, who has played 
this game since childhood, and so 
knows this rule, swears it was after 
he had crossed), most observers 
were surprised to see this given: 
technically correct, it is most un-
usual at this recreational level, and 
even 3rd-base coaches generally 
feel able to risk a hand-slap for a 
particularly magnificent hit, with 
no risk of a play at home. 

In Division 4, Drizzle and Wildcats 
shared the highest total so far this 
season, completing 50 circuits be-
tween them, the cats winning by 4 
runs. Wildcats pitcher and former 
league head and Review editor 
Tony La Fave completed the game 
with what turned out to be a frac-
ture after suffering a blow to his 
pitching hand, and could be out 
for a month or more. We wish him 
a speedy recovery. Barflies put up 
a decent fight against the so far in-
vincible Mavs II, even daring to 
take an early lead to which Mavs 
responded with a bat-around. Colt 
45s got their second win with a 
slaughter score, but it wasn’t a 
slaughter as they beat Freeze 24–4 
in 7 innings. 

Sox edge Mavs in slugfest 

(Continued from page 1) Match reports 
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last year.  As the away side the 
Hurricanes duly put Sefton in 
to bat, and the team continued 
from last week’s rich form 
scoring 6 in the first inning and 
in return keeping the Hurri-
canes down to 2. 

SHARKS looked in total con-
trol throughout the game and 
some excellent fielding all 
round meant the Hurricanes 
never scored more than 2 runs 
in any inning. 

HIGHLIGHT of the game has 
to be the ever improving form 
of our pitcher and  male MVP 
Graeme Nickson who is build-
ing a reputation as one of the 
league’s in-form pitchers, 
topped off with another 1.000 
OBP and another home run. 

A small reshuffle in the field 
saw the ever dependable 
catcher Lauren Bicknell moving 
from her normal role to 3rd 
base. Lauren had a solid game 
and took an unbelievable catch 
from Hurricane’s Carolyn Bar-

Hurricanes MVP Harry Somers slides safely into 2nd as Shark 
Liam Harris reaches for a high throw.                    Picture: Rob Alger 
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Monday  Tereza Kokocinska 
(Tigers), Amy Somers 
(Moorkats), Leonie Up-
ton (Barflies) 

Tuesday Siân McNeill 
(Mutineers), Anya 
Rayner (Speeders) 

Wednesday Luis Arrevillagas 
(Thunder), Daniella 
Camporese (Mavericks 
II) 

Friday Kazim Muhammad 
(Tigers) 

Saturday Gavin Whitaker (Storm), 
Kirsten Froehlich 
(Barflies), Julie Lott 
(Meerkats) 

Sunday Maria Taboada 

Birthdays 

ratt who commented that she 
was convinced she hit at least a 
double. She later added that 
she was pleased that at least it 
had stung like hell! Along with 
her .750 OBP the catch saw 
Lauren collect her second MVP 
of the season. 

A RATHER easy double play 
for the Hurricanes late on 
proved the Sefton team are still 
lacking in that all-important 
ingredient, experience. How-
ever given this is only the 
team’s second season in the 
MSL this is understandable. 

Adapted from the Sharks website 

MVPs: Bicknell, G Nickson (SHA), 
Rigley, Somers (HUR) 

 

La Fave pitches de-

spite fracture 

DRIZZLE 3 2 0 3 4 6 5 23 
WILDCATS 6 5 1 5 5 5 x  27 
Ump: Charlie Everitt;  Pitch 2 
HRs DRZ Bradley Hadwin; WCT 
Tony La Fave 2, Michael Miah 
DRIZZLE Andrew Bogie (P), Rachael 
Wildgoose (3B), Brad Hadwin (SS), 
Heather Blythe (1B), Tomm Childs 
(LF), Becky Grooby (C), Tim Roberts 
(2B), Laura Hartley (LC), Rob Reck-
less (RC), Amy Singleton (LIG)(RF) 
WILDCATS Tony La Fave (P), Helen 
Cooke (LF), Michael Miah (SS), Luisa 
Tolu (3B), Steve Aguirre (RC), Geor-
gie Brennan (RF), Rob Lawrence 
(1B), Emma Pritchard (2B), Matt Tho-
mas (LC), Jenny Douglas (C), Andy 
Cocking (EP), Hayley Mctear 
(TIG)(EP) 

THIS was a good team per-
formance, in which we had a 
bit of a defensive wobble in 
the later innings. But there 
were extenuating circumstances 
that meant we shouldn’t get 
too excited about that part of 
a game in which we were al-
ways ahead on the scoreboard. 

TONY La Fave, Michael Miah 

and Luisa Tolu were perfect at 
the plate, each going 5 for 5. 
Tony also hit two home runs 
and Michael one. Best of the 
rest were Emma Pritchard and  

Hayley Mctear, and everyone 
apart from new girl Jenny 
Douglas (with a respectable 1 
for 4) got on base at least 
twice. 

DEFENSIVE stand outs were 
Rob Lawrence both at first 
and later in the outfield, and 
Luisa on third base. Tony 
pitched a good game though 
he struggled to control the 
ball in the last couple of in-
nings after taking a blow to 
his pitching hand that later 
turned out to have caused a 
fracture that may put him out 
for 4 to  6 weeks. The blow 
didn't just make pitching hard 
work, it also led to a throwing 
error that helped Drizzle's 
late-game comeback, but that 
shouldn't detract from Tony's 
gutsy performance in staying 
in to finish the game – get 
well soon Tony ! 

Dave Wareham 
MVPs Blythe, Hadwin (DRZ), 
Tolu, Lawrence (WCT) 

Le streak 
Anthony Garcia-Reyes 
passes the baton 

READERS will recall from issue 1 that, 
going into the new season, Mayhem’s 
Anthony Garcia-Reyes was on an unin-
terrupted streak of appearances since 
Mossley joined the league in 2012. 
Sadly, the streak is at an end: having 
played in the first three games, bringing 
his run to 75 consecutive games, An-
thony sprained his ankle at Diamond 1 
and missed last week’s game (and 
probably will miss a few more in the 
weeks to come). 

Team-mate Steve Howard’s 59-game 
run had already ended when he missed 
the season opener. Behind him was 
Rachael France, who last missed a game 
in 2013, and is now on a 31-game 
streak. 

However, those figures are bettered by 
Mutineer Jo Grantham, who was ever-
present in 2013 and 2014, but whose 
37-game run came to an end when he 
too missed the opening game this term. 

41 
 So step forward the new top 
streaker, Andy Gardner.
(pictured below). After join-

ing Mayhem II in 2013, he was ever-
present over two seasons (37 games), 
then moved to Mavericks II for whom 
he has pitched the first four games, tak-
ing his total to 41. 



sent a target (both hands up so 
they can see who to throw to).  
Listen to the infield as they may 
direct you left or right to line 
you up with where the play is 
going to.  Don’t worry about 
going too far out as another 
fielder will come out to you to 
be your target if necessary: this 
is known as the “double cut”.  
Also listen to where to go with 
the ball after you get it.  Listen 
out for ‘No Play’ or ‘Walk it in’ 
and don’t throw the ball if you 
hear these.  Get back to the in-

field so the umpire can call 
time. 

If the ball is hit to right 
field, the 2B should go 

out and you will cover 2nd 
base or may need to go out to 

receive the 2B’s throw and relay 
that to a base for a tag. 

If the ball is hit to you, and the 
play is on 1st, get down low to 
field the ball: set your feet and 
make the out. Don’t rush the 
throw: steady yourself and 
make sure 1B is ready. You will 
sometimes see SSs who have 
been watching baseball take an 
age over the throw. In baseball, 
you can do this because the ball 
is smaller (and therefore travels 
faster) plus the batter has 50% 
further to run, so it is an easy 
out. Take your time, but don’t 
take too long! 

If the play is at 2nd base and the 
ball is hit to 2B, you will need 
to get to that base to get the out 
and look for the throw to 1st for 
the double play if it is on. If the 
ball is hit to you, you would 
normally call the 2B off and 
make the out yourself, then 
throw to 1st for the double play. 
In the same situation, if the ball 
is hit to the pitcher, you should 
take the out on 2nd and throw 

In the third of the series, we turn to that 
most pivotal of fielding positions, short 
stop. 

Short Stop (SS) should be the 
leader in the infield, and be con-
fident.  You should call the plays 
and make sure people hear you.  
Repeat the call as often as you 
like but specifically if the batter is 
on 2 strikes as the batter is more 
likely to swing  at the next pitch 
and you can call fielders off the 
fouls ball lines a little.  

How far back should you field?  
Your distance de-
pends on your 
arm strength 
and the 
speed of the 
batter-runner. You 
should always be 
attacking the ball and 
on your toes as the ball 
crosses the plate. Don’t 
drop too far back as the batter is 
more likely to hit a ground ball 
(which you need to pick up and 
probably throw to 1st) than pop 
one just over your head.  The 
nearer you are, the easier the 
throw to 1st. If it is popped up 
to you, look for a throw to a 
base for anyone who has left 
their base. 

If the ball is popped up in the 
infield, if you think it is your 
catch, call for it.  

If the ball is popped up behind 
you, it may be your catch, or the 
outfield may be fielding close 
enough to catch it. The incoming 
outfielder always has priority 
over the infielder running back-
wards, so they may call you off, 
and if they do it is their ball to 
field.  

If the ball is hit to left field go 
out to the outfielder, to the edge 
of their throwing range and pre-

Coach’s corner—Know your position #3: short stop 

to 1st for the double. Communi-
cate with 2B to make sure they do 
not get in your way. 

If the play is at 3rd, this means 
there is a forced runner on 2nd. If 
the ball has come to you quickly 
enough, look to tag the runner as 
they run past you, and then throw 
to 2nd for the double play. The 
throw, whether to 2nd or 3rd, 
may need to be a ‘soft toss’. If you 
are throwing or tossing the ball to 
a base for an out, put it over the 
base for the fielder to run onto i.e. 
throw to the base not the fielder.  
Make sure you time this correctly 
though. 

A common situation is that there is 
a runner on 2nd who is not forced. 
If the ball is hit to you, ideally you 
want to prevent the runner from 
advancing as well as getting the 
out on 1st. This is all about timing: 
if you throw too quickly, the run-
ner may risk the sprint to 3rd. But 
if you delay too long, you might 
not get either of them out. Of 
course this means you have kept 
the force on, but getting an out is 
almost always preferable. You 
might in this situation try to trick 
the runner with a fake throw, espe-
cially if you have fielded the ball 
quite close to 2nd base, and then 
tag them as they step off the base.  

If the bases are loaded, then the 
play depends on the number of 
outs. If there are 2 out, then take 
the easiest base. If less than two, 
then always look for the double 
play, unless the winning run is on 
3rd base, or the hit takes you to-
wards home plate naturally.  

90% of infield errors are due to 
the ball going under the glove. If 
your glove is on the ground, that 
can't happen, it’s as simple as that. 

Peter Jones, with additional input 
from Danny Gunn. 
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This year we will be running a 
Cup competition for all players 
in Divisions 1 to 3 with games on 
the June 9th/10th and June 
30th / July 1st. 

However it will be a cup with a 
difference as you will not be 
playing for your normal team. 
Composite teams will be formed 
consisting of the outfielders and 
pitcher from one team and the 
remaining infielders from an-
other team. This will give every-
one the chance to get to know 
some new people and should 
provide for a fun and competi-
tive tournament. 

Wednesdays 

For the Wednesday night Cup, 
each Div 1 outfield (including 
pitcher) will be paired with a Div 
2 infield and vice versa. This will 
be done in a random draw tak-
ing place at Hough End on 20th 
May (this week) giving everyone 
plenty of time to get to know 
their new team mates. 

As Div 2 only has 7 teams we 
are going to have an invita-
tional Tuesday night team to 
make up the numbers. This will 
give 16 ‘new’ teams who will 
play a 4-round knockout tourna-
ment with winners playing win-
ners and losers playing losers. 
These games will take place as 
double-headers under the 
league’s normal double-header 
rules. 

Tuesdays 

The Tuesday night Cup will 
work in pretty much the same 
way except unfortunately Div 4 
teams will not be able to join in 
as they have league games sched-
uled on those nights. 

We will instead take the out-
fields from the teams in the top 
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Back by popular demand (really?) we will be aiming this year to run a 
variety of rules questions not just based on crazy what-if situations, but 
also highlighting some of the more tricky, partly understood, but quite 
regular rules in the rule book. 

This week we look at situations where the batted ball hits the batter-
runner or one of the other runners. 

[1] After the batter hits the ball they are hit by the ball, in the batter’s 
box over fair territory. What is your call? 

[2] After the batter hits the ball they are hit by 
or accidentally kick the ball, outside the batter’s 
box over fair territory. What is your call? 

[3] A runner is hit by a fair batted ball while off 
base, before any fielder has touched it. What is 
your call? 

                                                     >>> Answers  on page 9 

Notice how the batter’s boxes are partly in fair territory, partly in foul. Fair 
territory is defined by the base lines which form the diamond with the point of 
home plate as one corner. So the shaded parts of the batter’s boxes are fair. 
Also note that, if marked out correctly, the base lines do not run from the cor-
ner of the batter’s boxes, but start from the side of the box a small distance 
from the front. 

Blu corner The Cup 

half of Div 3 (standings as per this 
week) and pair them with the in-
fields of a bottom-half team and 
vice versa. This draw will take place 
in the Parrswood pub on 19th May 
(this week). This will create eight 
‘new’ teams to compete in a 3-
round knockout. Double headers 
will be played on 9th June but the 
finals on the 30th June will be a full 
7 innings. 

Full details of the draw for both 
competitions will appear on the 
website after 20th May and in Bases 
Loaded next week. 

Other Rules 

Each new team will be captained by 
a nominated person from the infield 
team. This may have to be someone 
different to the normal captain if 
they are not an infielder. Most im-
portantly this person is responsible 
for handing in all the correct paper-
work. They are also responsible for 
liaising with the team providing the 

outfield to make sure each team 
has a legal line up (e.g. making 
sure the pitcher and catcher are 
different sexes). 

In terms of paying match fees it 
is recommended that each origi-
nal league team pays their match 
fees as normal although this 
should be confirmed by the 
nominated person on the paper-
work. 

Extra Players are allowed and if 
used one should come from the 
team providing the infield and 
one from the team providing the 
outfield. 

Guest rules will be exactly the 
same as for league games. Note 
that this means it would be pos-
sible for a player from the infield 
team to ‘guest’ in the outfield. If 
there are any queries about what 
this means in practice for your 
team please ask the Fixtures Sec-
retary before the first round of 
games. 



We are pleased to announce that the single sex 
league will be running again this year, continuing 
from last year's successful women’s league. We al-
ready have a number of women’s teams interested 
and this year we are hoping to expand and include 
a men's league if we get enough interest.  

The organization is running a little late this year but 
we are aiming to start on Thursday 11th June and 
have five fixture nights on a 3-week cycle: hopefully  
11 June, 2 July, 23 July, 13 August, and 3 September, 
at Parrswood. The exact structure of the two leagues 
will depend on the number of teams entering. 

The format will be the same as last year with a 
round robin of games being played on Thursday 
evenings. With the same relaxed rostering rules as 
last year, the paperwork will be minimal, just a box 
score with umpire's name, home runs and MVPs. 
There will be a captains’ group Facebook messenger 
to collect scores, or they can be texted in to a num-
ber that will be provided on request. 

Teams are likely to be loosely based on existing co-
ed teams. If your club is not entering a team, but 
you are interested in playing, please send an email 
with your name, MSL team, positions played, and 
number of years experience to the following: 

Women’s league anngledson@hotmail.com 

Men's league: Danny_gunn@hotmail.com 
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Single sex league End-of-season Ball 

Here is another reminder abut this year’s end-
of-season ball. As our picture shows, it’s an 
opportunity for dressing up and celebrating 
successes (and forgetting disappointments). 
This year, there is the additional option of 
fancy dress: something scarey (Harry Somers 
is thinking of coming as Jimmy Savile). 
 
Date: 31st October  
Location: The Midland Hotel 
Hallowe’en theme, Fancy Dress optional 
 
Cost of Ticket: £40 
£5 discount to anyone who confirms and pays 
before August 1st. 
Preferred method of payment is Bank Transfer. 
However cheques and cash will be accepted. 
If you would like tickets please email  
jugsy44@googlemail.com giving your name, 
team, number  of tickets, payment details and any 
dietary requirements 

2014 Women’s single sex champions: Thunder-
birds 
Back row L to R: Kate Lord, Sian Payne, Kate William-
son, Kath Mullin, Becci Wadeson, Gina Davies, Areej 
Elmaazi; Front row kneeling: Kim Reedy, Emma Car-
ruthers, Chloe Llewellyn, Carolyn Barratt, Amy Single-
ton; In front reclining: Tash Miotk 

Photo: Natasha Miotk 



The XIIth Annual Alex Hall tournament is fast ap-
proaching, and organizer Mike Goff has announced 
the teams 10 days in advance to give everyone 
plenty of time to start thinking about their fancy 
dress and colour-coded picnic items, two now well-
established traditions for this charity tournament in 
aid of Christie’s Hospital. 

It is still not too late to sign up for the one-day tour-
nament, which takes place on Saturday May 30th at 
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Alex Hall Charity Tournament—Teams announced 

BLACK NINJAS: Carolyn Barratt, Nathan Barratt, Nancy Ben-
nett, Becky Grooby, Danny Gunn (RP, c), Matt Lees, Sarah 
Marks, Linni Mitchell, Tom Morphew, Simon Ronksley (P), 
Chris Thompson 

TANGERINE TIGERS: Mike Davies, Andy Gardner (P), Jo 
Gardiner, Sam Gardiner, Charlotte Green, Vicky Green, Julian 
Jones, Mike Lott (RP, c), Oscar Marenco (RP), Hayley McTear, 
Amy Tanner, Taj Uddin (designated drinker) 

PURPLE HEARTS: Gareth Anderson, Tom Atkinson (P), Ellie 
Buckley, Charlie Cook, Jez Dennett (RP), Richard Jameson, 
Dave Leverton (c), (Julie Lott), Kate Provan, Zoe Rigley, Emma 
Wallace, Dave Wareham (RP) 

BLUE MOVIES: Adam Brookbanks, Nate Fields, Beth Herbert, 
Rolf Herbert (RP, c), Chloe Llewellyn, Liz Lyon, Jim Mar-
shall(P), Emma Miller, Natasha Miotk, (Kathryn Mullin), Laur-
ence Pearmain, Stewart Pilling, Kate Williamson 

JADE RAIDERS: Mike Andrusco, Jax Choudhury, Carol-Ann 
Costello, Shane Coyles, Areej Elmaazi (RP), Sonia Hine, Tyler 
Lappage, Dan Lord (P, c), Vic O’Farrell, Kate Shearer, Stephen 
Shearer (RP), Steven Sinnott 

RED MIST: Tanya Basu (RP), Lara Bragg, Stuart Collier, Jor-
dan Colton, Paul Colton, Chris Drayton (P), Andy Grose, April 
Hutchen (c), Cara Littlefield, Mark Sanders (RP), Angie Thomp-
son, Becci Wadeson 

PINK RIBBONS: Emma Carruthers (c), Sarah Cassin, Amy 
Clark, Lubo Durisin, Lenka Durisinova, Max Fagan, Sam Fos-
ter, Laura Hutchinson (P), Dan Jarman (RP), Sherry Kenyon, 
Natalie Leyland, Pete Nightingale (RP), Dan Pritchard, Nam 
Tran 

YELLOW SUBMARINES: Baljit Singh Ahluwalia (P), Uddam 
Singh Ahluwalia, Ian Caird, Rachel Campbell-Cook, David 
Dean (c), Andrea Dee, Fliss Fagan (RP), Kyrstie Hewitt, 
(Martine Knight), Shawn Kwaja, Joanne Moseley, Stuart Ros-
coe , Ian Williams 

Parrswood: check out the Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/
groups/518681788191346/, or contact 
Mike on Tuesday or Wednesday evening. 

As most readers will know, you enter the 
Alex Hall tournament as individuals rather 
than teams, and the organizer takes care 
to assign players to the different  colour-
coded teams according to their ability, 
playing-position, experience, friends, ene-
mies, height, weight and political alle-
giance. OK I made some of that up. But in 
the lists on the left, abbreviations after 
some names indicate the captain (c), 
pitcher (P), and reserve pitcher (RP). 
Names in  brackets indicate players donat-
ing to the charity who are unable to play.  

BLUS: Steve Beddows, Paul Fagan, Mike Goff, Harry Somers  



THE bottom two go head to 
head with Chris Newham looking 
to get his first win of the season 
and the Rays hoping for victory 
and to climb into a playoff posi-
tion.  Elsewhere, 9th plays 10th as 

the Giants of Joey take on the All 
Stars of Shark: with the season 
entering its middle portion, vic-
tory for either would go a long 
way towards securing a playoff 
place. 

AT the top of the league the Jays 
take on Sarah Marks. Will Sarah 
be able to do what no one else 
has managed and knock off the 
Jays? With the Greensox offence 
dominating in Division 1, Sarah 
will in all likelihood need the 
Hurricanes (ironically, Scruffy’s 
team) to get their first win of the 
season and for the Sharks to put 
in another solid performance as 
they continue to improve, with 3 
wins on the bounce, in Division 
3. 

MATCH of the week sees Jaw-
some, 3rd, take on the Drinkers, 
5th. The Drinkers will be looking 
for change after two defeats on 
the trot.  They have scored 36 
more points than any other team 
but find themselves with a 2-2 
record, while Jawsome have 
been steady without being spec-
tacular, with a high of 38 (week 
3) and a low of 28 (week 2) in 
pulling out 3 victories from 4. 

 

Head to Head League 

V 
ICTORIES for Scruffy’s 
Blue Jays and Watt’s Up 
see them hold steady in 

1st and 2nd place at the top of 
the league.  The Blue Jays’ vic-
tory over Deisgnated Drinkers 
50–37 was the fourth straight 
week the Jays have broken the 
half century mark.  8 points from 
Danny Gunn lead the way with 7 
other players each adding 5 or 6 
points to the Jays’ total.  Desig-
nated Drinkers struggled with 4 
players failing to score and the 
highest contribution coming from 
Gavin Whitaker with 6. 

THE Up defeated Shark’s All Stars 
47–31, with new addition to the 
GB Development Squad, Sherry 
Kenyon, leading the way for the 
Up with 8 points.  It was again 
the consistency of Up’s remaining 
players that helped secure victory 
with 7 other players scoring 5 or 
more points. 

JAWSOME powered past Late 
Winner 43–34 to move into 3rd 
position and Podnahs scraped 

past the Isotopes 20–19 to secure 
victory and 4th spot in the 
league. 

AT the foot of the table, it’s still 
Chris Newham and The Rays 
propping up the 
rest of the table, 
with Chris 
Newham still yet 
to find that elu-
sive first win after 
falling 15–28 to 
Joey’s Giants 
who climb three 
places to 9th.  
5th to 9th is now separated by 
points difference with Designated 
Drinkers holding a commanding 

lead of 40½ points over the oth-
ers. 

WEEK 5 sees the following 
match-ups:  

Rays v Chris Newham 
Scruffy’s Blue Jays v Sarah Marks 
Jawsome v Designated Drinkers 

Rob Reckless v Capt. Brody’s Bunch 
Shark’s All Stars v Joey’s Giants 

Isotopes v Watt’s Up 
Late Winner v Podnahs 

Fantasy softball—Week 4    by Charles Everitt 

Pos Move Team P W L F A Diff Pts 

1 – Scruffy's Blue Jays 4 4 0 214 131½ +82½ 12 

2 – Watt's Up 4 4 0 165 109 +56 12 

3 ↑ 2 Jawsome 4 3 1 177 155 +22 9 

4 – Podnahs 4 3 1 109 87 +22 9 

5 ↓ 2 Designated Drinkers 4 2 2 241 191 +50 6 

6 – Isotopes 4 2 2 98½ 89 +9½ 6 

7 – Sarah Marks 4 2 2 148½ 144½ +4 6 

8 ↑ 3 Captain Brody's Bunch 4 2 2 135 158 –23 6 

9 ↑ 3 Joey's Giants 4 2 2 146½ 179½ –33 6 

10 ↓ 3 Shark's All Stars 4 1 3 108½ 123 –14½ 3 

11 ↓  1 Late Winner 4 1 3 119½ 154½ –35 3 

12 ↓  2 Rob Reckless 4 1 3 80 116 –36 3 

13 – The Rays 4 1 3 151 205 –54 3 

14 – Chris Newham 4 0 4 104 154½ –50½ 0 

HEAD-TO-HEAD LEAGUE TABLE 

THIS WEEK’S RESULTS 
   The Rays  28½–34  Sarah Marks 

 Scruffy’s Blue Jays  50–37  Designated Drinkers 

        Chris Newham    31–36  Captain Brody’s Bunch 

 Rob Reckless  15–28  Joey’s Giants 

 Shark’s All Stars   31–47 Watt’s Up 

 Isotopes  19–20  Podnahs 

 Late Winner  34–43  Jawsome 
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Accumulator 

League 

THE Jays’ 4th score of 50+ 
points in row allows them 
to close the gap on the 
Drinkers who now hold a 
lead of only 36 points, 
though that’s still a good 
week’s score for most other 
teams.  The Drinkers suf-
fered a week of no shows in 
scoring 37 points: 4 players 
who had combined in the 
previous three weeks to 
score 69½ scored nil for the 
Drinkers in week 4. 

ELSEWHERE Jawsome held 
on to 3rd place scoring 43 
points, as the trend continued this 
week with the high-scoring teams 
relying on contributions from 
across the board rather than one 
or two star performances.  New 
entrants Lily’s Legends and Ace of 
Jades switched positions and fur-
ther closed the gap on the rest of 
the league.  The Legends now sit 
only 3 points behind the Isotopes 
in 13th. 
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Star player and Dream Team 

DESPITE the Hackers resting this 
week, Ian Mills was still able to 
maintain his lead in the Fantasy Soft-
ball MVP race staying on 29 points.  
Four players are chasing close be-
hind: D Gunn, R Sarver, J Bradley 
and A Gardner (Mavs II) all sitting 
on 27 points. Interestingly, the last 
of these does not make the Dream 
Team, as it is more points-effective 

to include the two Mav2 
women on 26 points.  
Sarver and Gunn are us-
ing the power of HRs to 
boost their scores (8 be-
tween them), while the 
junior Mavs are doing it 
with strong defence and 
offence scoring 12 bonus 
points each. 

FOLLOWING trading 
after the end of week 4, 
Jonny Reuben (20, Bull-
frogs) and Paul Cosgrove 
(22, Colt 45s) are the 
only two players to have 
scored 20 or more fan-
tasy points and still be 
free agents.  We'll have 
to wait and see how 
things play in week 5 as 
to whether these two 
players are picked up in 
preparation for week 6. 

DREAM TEAM AFTER WEEK 4 

Ian Mills (Hackers, Div 4) 29 

Jan Bradley (Mavs II, Div 4) 27 

Danny Gunn (Greensox, Div 1) 27 

Lenka Durisinova (Mavs II, Div 4) 26 

Jo Gardiner (Mavs II, Div 4) 26 

Aleck Aspinall (Moorkats, Div 4) 26 

Richard Sarver (Storm, Div 3)  26 

Nat Leyland (Greensox, Div 1) 25 

Vic O'Farrell (Greensox, Div 1)  25 

Jon Taylor or Gavin Whitaker (Storm,    

Div 3)  25 

Adam Faloona (Bullfrogs, Div 2) 23 

1 of Amy Calladine, Kay Carter, Suzi 

Wolfram (Hackers, Div 4)  23 

 Pos Chg Team This 
Wk 

Tot 
Pts 

1 – Designated Drinkers 37 241 

2 – Scruffy's Blue Jays 50 215 

3 – Jawsome 43 177 

4 ↑ 2 Watt's Up 47 165 

5 ↓ 1 The Rays 28½ 151 

6 ↑ 1 Sarah Marks 34 148½ 

7 ↓ 2 Joey's Giants 28 146½ 

8 – Captain Brody's Bunch 36 135 

9 ↑ 1 Late Winner 34 119½ 

10 ↑ 2 Shark’s All Stars 31 109 

11 ↓ 2 Podnahs 20 109 

12 ↑ 1 Chris Newham 31 104 

13 ↓ 2 Isotopes 19 98½ 

14 ↑ 1 Lily's Legends 29 95½ 

15 ↓ 1 Ace of Jades 25 92 

16 – Rob Reckless 15 80 

ACCUMULATION LEAGUE TABLE 

In [1] whether the ball hits the 
batter over fair or foul territory, 
it is a foul ball, and therefore a 
strike, and the ball is dead.  

[2] Note that in the scenario 
described the contact was unin-
tentional. So this is not 
“interference”. Rather, the bat-
ter is out, but only “if in the 
umpire's judgment, any fielder 
had an opportunity to make an 
out”. In the case of the ball hit-
ting the batter just in front of 
the plate, the assumption is that 
the catcher would otherwise 
have fielded the ball and 
thrown to 1st for the out, so the 
call is more or less automatic, 
regardless of possible doubts 
about the catcher’s ability. In 
the case of interference, where 
the batter has deliberately 
kicked the ball, if in the um-
pire’s judgment this prevented a 
double play, they can also give 
the nearest runner to home out 
(regardless of which runners 
would have been caught in the 
double). That is why the distinc-
tion between deliberate and 
accidental is important.  

[3] This is covered by a similar 
rule, and again the two issues 
are whether it was deliberate, 
and whether any fielder could 
make an out. Once more, the 
out is almost automatically 
given, as long as the ball has not 
passed or been touched by a 
fielder. In that case there would 
be no call to make: the ball re-
mains live.  

Jeremy Fothergill 

(Continued from page 5) 

Blu Corner—
answers 
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Preview: This week’s games 

Division 1 
Greensox at Outlaws (4, TLF) 
Last meeting 16 July 2014, 
Greensox won 23-7 (6 inns). 
Sox lead 11-3. 
Mavericks at Lions (3, AG) 
Last meeting 25 June 2014, 
Lions won 32-14 (6 inns). 
Mavs lead 12-11. If Lions win 
they will become the only 
team over whom Mavs do 
not have a winning record. 
Mayhem at Dodgers (2) Last 
meeting 2 July 2014, Dodgers 
won 19-11, to make it 2 out of 
2. Dodgers struggled for play-
ers last week, but Mayhem 
will also be without the HR-
hitting threat of short-stop 
Anthony Garcia-Reyes, out for 
a few weeks with a sprained 
ankle.  
Thunder at Meerkats (7, IW) 
First ever meeting. 

Division 2 
Camels at Bullfrogs (9, HS) 

Last meeting 28 August 2013 
(POD), Camels won 10-9, but 
trail overall 6-5. These two 
swopped places last year, with 
the Bullfrogs accepting the Div 
1 place vacated by the Camels’ 
request to be excused promo-
tion. Neither team had a par-
ticularly happy season, both 
suffering relegation, with 
Camels gaining a reprieve 
thanks to Storm staying in the 
3rd. Both have started more 
brightly this term, with just 
one loss each so far. 
Speeders at Mutineers (6, MD) 
Last meeting 25 June 2014, 
Speeders won 12-8, Mutineers 
lead 7-6. 
 

Tigers at Lightning (5, DD) 
Last meeting 30 July 2014 , 
Lightning won 11-9 to tie the 
series at 1-1. 

Division 3 
Bats at Camels II (6, IC) First 
ever meeting. 
Hurricanes at Enforcers (4, 
CE) Last meeting 20 August 
2013, Enforcers won 23-10, 
and have won 8 of their 10 
meetings. 
Pirates at Storm (3, AR) Last 
meeting 12 August 2014, 
Storm won 22-15 (8 inns), to 
take a 2-1 lead. Pirates took 
an early though slender lead 
in this game, which they held 
for 4 innings, but surrendered 
in the 5th. They bounced 
back with 5 runs in the bot-
tom of the 6th to tie the 
scores at 11-11. Both teams 
scored 3 in the 7th, but the 
Storm shipwrecked the cor-
sairs with 8 in the 8th on 
their way to the title. 
Sharks at Mayhem II (2, AG) 
First ever meeting. 

Division 4 
Barflies at Drizzle (1, JF) Last 
meeting 21 August 2012, 
Drizzle won 20-0 (4 inns) to 
make it 2 wins in 2. The bot-
tom two, both winless, meet 
for the first time for two 
years. Expect a closer game 
than last time.  
Freeze at Mavericks II (8, BA) 
First ever meeting. 
Hackers at Phoenix (9, PN) 
First ever meeting. 
Wildcats at Moorkats (7, AK) 
Last meeting 23 July 2013, 
Wildcats won 14-5, their 
third win in 3. After a year in 
Div 3 where the Ws were a 
little out of their depth, the 
{c|k}ats renew their rivalry, 
with the M-kats looking for 
their first success. 
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Barflies  Hayley Jane Sims, Peter Brannan 
Bats  BerylLannin-Jones, Martin Williams 
Bullfrogs Christine Hunter, Jeremy Fothergill 
Camels  Darel MacDonald, Adam Brook-

banks 
Camels II Helen Rossiter Adam Craig 
Colt 45s  Eleanor Swallow, Phil Cosgrove 
Dodgers  Jane Curley, Jez Dennett 
Drizzle  Heather Blythe, Bradey Hadwin 
Enforcers Sian Davies, Brad Flanagan 
Freeze Hannah Magee, Paul Wolstenholme 
Greensox Linda March, Dany Gunn 
Hurricanes Harry Somers, Zoe Rigley 
Lions  Jade Shaw, Chris Fulton 
Mavericks Jan Bradley (MV2), Ellie 
Mavs II   Isla Gemmel, Lubo Durisin 
Mayhem  Lucy Shattock, Derek Jones 
Mayhem II Jocelyn Tong, James Gradwell-

Spencer 
Meerkats Rachel Campbell Cook, Mike Lott 
Moorkats Siobhan O’Shaughnessy, Jono 

Wrigley 
Mutineers Kate Williamson, Suchit 
Outlaws  Ellie Buckley, Chris Walker 
Outlaws II Liz Lyon, Stuart Coppock 
Phoenix Becky Ellis, Hecor Martinez 
Pirates Su O’Brien, Ian Williams 
Sharks Lauren Bicknell, Graeme Nickson 
Speeders  Kate Barlow, Zac Rayson 
Storm  Kim Gallaher, Jon Taylor 
Thunder  Kellie Whitaker, Luis Arrevillagas 
Tigers  Haley, Mike Gaskell 
Wildcats  Louisa Tolu, Rob Lawrence 
As usual, all names are reproduced exactly as 
they appear on the scoresheets 

Last week’s MVPs 



Home runs 
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Division 4 

COLT 45S 3 0 4 4 0 7 6 24 
FREEZE 4 0 0 0 0 0 0  4 
Ump: Jeremy Fothergill;  Pitch 1 
HRs COL Phil Cosgrove 3 
 
DRIZZLE 3 2 0 3 4 6 5 23 
WILDCATS 6 5 1 5 5 5 x  27 
Ump: Charlie Everitt;  Pitch 2 
HRs DRZ Bradley Hadwin; WCT Tony La 
Fave 2, Michael Miah 
 
MAVERICKS II 2 1 9 5 4 2 2 25 
BARFLIES 2 2 0 1 8 3 3  19 
Ump: Luis Arrevillagas;  Pitch 3 
HR BFL Paul Warburton 
 
MOORKATS 3 0 4 0 4 0 2 13 
PHOENIX 0 0 2 2 0 0 3  7 
Ump: Mike Goff;  Pitch 4; home team bat-
ted first 
HR PHX Aleck Aspinall 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Division 1 Female  
2 -  Ellie Buckley (OUT, pictured 
above), Areej Elmaazi (THU, 1GS) 
1 - Nancy Bennett (OUT), Andrea 
Dee (MAV), Natalie Leyland (GRX), 
Linni Mitchell (MHM, GS), Vic O’Far-
rell (GRX), Sian Payne (THU), Jade 
Shaw (LIO) 

Division 1 Male 
3 - Danny Gunn (GRX), Paul Kidley 
(GRX) 
2 - Charles Everitt (LIO) 
1 - Luis Arrevillagas (THU), Melvin 
Beltre (DOD), Elieser Dorronsoro 
(MAV), Anthony Garcia (MHM), Na-
than Gulam (GRX), Tyler Lappage 
(DOD), Dave Leverton (THU), Andi 
Marshall (MHM), Gordon Milson 
(LIO), Pete Nightingale (MAV), Andy 
Rawson (GRX), Mark Sanders (GRX), 
Shane Stark (GRX), Ed Watkinson 
(LIO) 

Division 2 Female  
1 - Kate Barlow (SPE), Jacquelyn 
Choudhury (OU2), Liz Lyon (OU2), 
Becci Wadeson (LIG) 

Division 2 Male  
6 - Tom Atkinson (CAM, 1GS) 
5 - Adam Faloona (BUL) 
3 - Mike Gaskell (TIG), Chris Thomp-
son (OU2) 
2 - Ali Hallsworth (MUT), Duncan 
Jones (MUT), Steve Kellett (BUL), 
Chris Lennon (SPE, 1GS), Nick Money 

(SPE), Gary Moors 
(MUT), Zac Rayson 
(SPE), Jonny Reuben 
(BUL) 
1 - Steve Bennett (LIG), 
Ed Covington (TIG), 
Jeremy Fothergill (BUL), 
Richard Goar (OU2), 
Mark Humphreys (CAM) 

Division 3 Female 
2 - Sue O’Brien (PIR)  

Division 3 Male 
6 - Ross Birch (STO)  
5 - Richard Sarver (STO) 
4 - Liam Harris (SHA), 
Gavin Whitaker (STO) 

3 - Dave Griffiths (HUR), John 
Taylor (STO) 
2 - Alan Davis (CM2), David Dean 
(CM2), Brad Flanagan (ENF), Phil 
Longfield (SHA), Graeme Nickson 
(SHA), James Ridgway (ENF), 
Stephen Shearer (SHA), Ian Wil-
liams (PIR) 
1 - Adam Barratt (STO), Nathan 
Barratt (STO), Mark Brennan 
(MM2), Paul Colton (SHA),  Julian 
Jones (CM2), Lewis Le Fevre 
(MM2), Carl McCarthy (HUR), 
Giovanni Santoro (HUR), Stephen 
Woods (SHA), Gareth Young 
(BAT) 

Division 4 Female 
2 - Michelle Fisher (PHX) 
1 - Jan Bradley (MV2), Natasha 
Hopkins (PHX), Martine Knight 
(FRZ), Lisa Weaver (MK2) 

Division 4 Male 
6 - Phil Cosgrove (COL, pictured 
right), Ian Mills (HAC, 1GS) 
5 - Aleck Aspinall (MK2, 1GS) 
4 - Darren Corner (HAC), Dan 
Strosnider (MK2) 
2 - Sam Gardiner (MV2), Chris 
Gresty (MV2), Brad Hadwin 
(DRZ), Tony La Fave (WCT), Ian 
Yates (PHX) 
1 - Andy Gardner (MV2), 
Humphries (MK2), Daniel Johans-
son (HAC), Lee McCarthy (COL), 

Correction & Apology 

The price of the 
#ILoveManchesterSoftball t-shirts adver-
tised here last week was given as £15. 
That is for the colour version. There is a 
black-and-white version available for 
£10. 
Since week 1, the Home Run list has 
failed to include Division 3 Female, 
where the Pirates’ Su O’Brien should 
have been listed. Now she has two 
homers. A few other homers were miss-
ing from last week’s list, which is now 
fully up to date. 

Michael 
Miah 
(WCT), Ian 
Radford 
(HAC), 
Simon 
Ronksley 
(PHX), Paul 
Warburton 
(BFL), Peter 
Wilkinson 
(FRZ) 



Division 1 
GREENSOX 5 2 1 5 3 4 0 20 
MAVERICKS 3 3 1 9 0 2 0  18 
Ump: Ian Williams;  Pitch 7 
HRs GRX Mark Sanders, Danny Gunn 3, 
Nathan Gulam, Natalie Leyland; MAV Pete 
Nightingale  
 
MEERKATS 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 
LIONS 3 0 8 0 0 4 x  15 
Ump: Mike Davies;  Pitch 9 
HR LIO Jade Shaw  
 
OUTLAWS 4 8 4 3 2 21 
MAYHEM 1 0 0 0 3  4 
Pitch 5; RAR 
HR OUT Ellie Buckley  
 
THUNDER 3 6 0 1 0 1 1 12 
DODGERS 2 1 3 0 0 0 0  6 
Ump: Alan Green;  Pitch 6 
HR THU Luis Arrevillagas  
 

Division 2 
BULLFROGS 10 3 3 6 4 2 5 33 
SPEEDERS  3  8 0 4 2 0 6 23 
Pitch 4 
HRs BUL Adam Faloona, Jeremy Fothergill 
SPE Kate Barlow, Zac Rayson, Nick Money, 
Chris Lennon (GS), Rob Lawrence (WCT) 
 
CAMELS  1  0 3 0 2 4 10 
OUTLAWS II 10 9 0 2 4 25 
Ump: Harry Somers; Pitch 2; RAR 
HR CAM Tom Atkinson 
 
TIGERS 0 1 0 1 3 0 0 5 
MUTINEERS 0 2 3 3 2 1 x 11 
Ump: Mike Goff; Pitch 3 
HR TIG Mike Gaskell 
 

Division 3 
BATS 1 1 2 1 1 0 1 7 
STORM 1 3 0 4 5 4 x  17 
Ump: Paul Fagan;  Pitch 7 
HRs STO Jon Taylor, Richard Sarver, 
Gavin Whitaker, Benkei Johnson (THU) 2 
 
CAMELS II 1 0 2 0 7 3 1 14 
ENFORCERS 1 3 1 4 0 4 0  13 
Ump: Ange Killion;  Pitch 9 
HRs CM2 Alan Davis; ENF Brad Flanagan 
 
MAYHEM II 0 5 4 1 1 5 2 18 
PIRATES 3 7 0 1 6 2 x  19 
Ump: Alan Green;  Pitch 8 
HRs MM2 Mark Brennan, Lewis Le Fevre; 
PIR Su O’Brien 
 
SHARKS 6 2 0 4 1 4 0 17 
HURRICANES 2 1 2 0 2 1 0  8 
Ump: Pete Nightingale;  Pitch 6 
HRs SHA Liam Harris, Graeme Nickson, 
Phil Longfield; HUR Carl McCarthy, Gio-
vanni Santoro 
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Results and standings 
Week 4 - 12/13 May 

 P W T L F RS RC Pct GB 

Division 1  

►Greensox 4 4 0 0 0 86 45 1.000 - 

►Lions 4 3 0 1 0 35 23 .750 1 

►Dodgers 4 2 0 2 0 31 34 .500 2 

▲Thunder 4 2 0 2 0 52 42 .500 2 

▼Mavericks 4 2 0 2 0 54 46 .500 2 

▼Outlaws 4 2 0 2 0 45 35 .500 2 

►Meerkats 4 1 0 3 0 36 76 .250 3 

►Mayhem 4 0 0 4 0 24 62 .000 4 

Division 2  

►Mutineers  3 3 0 0 0 48 20 1.000 0.0 

▲Bullfrogs 4 3 0 1 0 84 56 0.750 0.5 

►Camels 3 2 0 1 0 51 53 0.667 1.0 

▼Speeders 3 2 0 1 0 55 56 0.667 1.0 

►Lightning 3 1 0 2 0 28 38 0.333 2.0 

►Outlaws II 4 1 0 3 0 56 65 0.250 2.5 

►Tigers 4 0 0 4 0 43 77 0.000 3.5 

Division 3 

►Camels II  4 4 0 0 0 61 51 1.000 - 

▲Storm 4 3 0 1 0 86 37 .750 1 

►Sharks 4 3 0 1 0 70 51 .750 1 

▲Pirates 4 2 0 2 0 61 49 .500 2 

▼Mayhem II 4 2 0 2 0 63 62 .500 2 

▼Enforcers 4 1 0 3 0 57 77 .250 3 

►Bats 4 1 0 2 1 29 67 .250 3⅓ 

►Hurricanes 4 0 0 4 0 42 75 .000 4 

Division 4 

►Mavericks 4 4 0 0 0 96 40 1.000 - 

►Hackers 3 3 0 0 0 70 31 1.000 ½ 

▲Moorkats 3 3 0 0 0 70 32 1.000 ½ 

▼Phoenix 3 2 0 1 0 42 29 .667 1½ 

▲Colt 45s 4 2 0 2 0 66 53 .500 2 

▲Wildcats 3 1 0 2 0 38 54 .333 2½ 

▼Drizzle 4 1 0 3 0 51 90 .250 3 

►Freeze 4 0 0 4 0 20 97 .000 4 

►Barflies 4 0 0 4 0 72 99 .000 4 

Positions 3-6 based on head-to-heads 


